DIOCESE OF SAN ANGELO
PO BOX 1829
SAN ANGELO TX 76902-1829

Inside this issue:
•
•
•
•
•

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
SAN ANGELO, TX
PERMIT NO. 44

Bishop Sis on canonization (Page 2)
Parish fall festivals are back! (Page 4)
A new ministry takes shape in Midland (Page 6)
Apply for the Msgr. Droll Scholarship (Page 7)
The Rosary: Boring or beautiful? (Page 12)

WEST TEXAS

ANGELUS
Serving Catholics in the Diocese of San Angelo, Texas

Volume 42, No. 9

September 2022

Survivors of Uvalde
mass shooting get
tuition aid to attend
Catholic school

By Catholic News Service

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY
Jesse Ortiz, a seminarian for the Diocese of San Angelo, was lifted up by his teammates after kicking a home run at the youth vs. clergy kickball
game hosted by the diocesan Vocation Office Aug. 7. Ortiz was named the MVP for the clergy team, who were victorious in a close battle.

Ten men in seminary as fall term begins
By Father Ryan Rojo
This fall, the Diocese of San Angelo
will have ten seminarians studying at four
seminaries across the country and world.
We welcomed two new men to the program: Noah Hernandez, a parishioner of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Midland; and
Angel Rios, a parishioner of San Miguel in
Midland.
Noah is the second oldest child of Javier and Gracie Hernandez of Odessa. He
has three siblings: Nikolas, Nadia, and Natalee. He is a graduate of Odessa High
School and spent the last semester at the
University of Texas Permian Basin. Reflecting on the call to join the seminary,
Noah wrote, “The viewpoint of serving
God’s people is the purest benefit anyone
could ask for. Being a vessel for God to
work through would be more than
enough.” Noah will be attending Notre
Dame Seminary in New Orleans, Louisiana.
Angel is the youngest son of Camerino
and Sandra Rios of Midland. He has two
brothers: Oscar and Danny. He is a graduate of Midland Lee High School and recently finished a two-year commitment
with NET (National Evangelization Teams)
Ministries. Reflecting on his call to join the
seminary, Angel wrote, “I have in my heart
that desire to do something unique that the
Lord has called me to do. I must do it and
give it all I got, because I know it has purpose and fulfillment.” Angel will be at-

tending Conception Seminary College in
Conception, Missouri.
Please keep Noah and Angel in your
prayers as they begin seminary formation.
Our other men in formation bravely
navigated parish internships, summer jobs,
and various other ministerial opportunities.
We are hopeful that God will send more
men to begin formation to become priests.
Vocation Office Update
This summer saw the launch of Totus
Tuus, a missionary opportunity for young
adults to serve students in the 1st through
12th grades for a week-long program. This
year, our missionaries served eight parishes throughout the diocese: St. Ann in
Midland; Sacred Heart Cathedral and St.
Margaret in San Angelo; St. Mary in San
Angelo; St. Stephen in Midland; St. Joseph
in Rowena; St. Joseph in Stanton; and St.
Ambrose in Wall. We are grateful for these
parishes and for their interest this new diocesan program.
The Vocation Office also hosted their
annual discernment retreat, held at St.
Stephen Church in Midland. Ten men from
around the diocese gathered with our
bishop, priests, and seminarians for questions, prayer, and fellowship. We are grateful to these men for their openness to
God’s will for their lives.
The Vocation Office lastly hosted their
See VOCATION, Page 5

Noah Hernandez is attending Notre Dame
Seminary in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Angel Rios is attending Conception Seminary College in Conception, Missouri.

UVALDE, Texas (CNS) — Thanks to
tuition help from Catholic Extension, children who were wounded in the Robb Elementary School mass shooting in Uvalde
can transfer to a local Catholic school.
The Chicago-based nonprofit announced Aug. 15 it has awarded 30 full
scholarships to survivors who want to attend to Sacred Heart Catholic School,
Many families are seeking immediate psychological relief by transferring their children from Robb Elementary to the
Catholic school.
In a new release, Catholic Extension
said the scholarships are part of the organization's "ongoing efforts to support the
well-being of the children and their families of Uvalde."
To date, about 80 families are looking
to transfer to Sacred Heart, so Catholic
Extension responded by immediately establishing the scholarship fund.
The release said the papal mission society is seeking help to meet the demand
through outside donations. Contributions
can be made online at
catholicextension.org/uvalde.
"Catholic Extension is committed to
the ongoing care and support for the children and families of Uvalde," Father Jack
Wall, president of Catholic Extension, said
in a statement. "It is our belief that awarding scholarships to Sacred Heart Catholic
School will provide a safe and loving educational environment to children who are
suffering from the physical and emotional
wounds of violence."
"The tuition assistance means everything to my son and our family," said
Oscar Orona, the father of a shooting survivor. "My son has gone through a lot, and
still has a long road to recovery ahead. At
the very least, he deserves to go to a
school where he feels safe. Thankfully
with the support of Catholic Extension, he
will now have that reality."
In addition to providing financial assistance to the students, Catholic Extension said it is supporting six religious
sisters who will provide onsite emotional
assistance during the first week of school
to both the students and teachers of Sacred
Heart Catholic school.
"The sisters' service aims to provide
spiritual comfort and a presence of peace
and solidarity as the new school year begins," the news release said.
Over the next 18 months, with Catholic Extension's support, ultimately 100
sisters total will serve the Uvalde and
Catholic community in various capacities.
"Returning to school is undoubtedly a
scary and trying time right now for the
kids of Uvalde, however they are filled
See UVALDE, Page 2
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From the Bishop’s Desk

The canonization of saints
In its most basic meaning, the word “saint” simply
refers to a holy person. In the New Testament, there are
many passages that refer to the followers of Christ here
on earth as “saints.” For example, the Letter to the Romans is addressed “to all God’s beloved in Rome, who
are called to be saints” (Rom 1:7). In Acts 26:10, Paul
says that he “locked up many of the saints in prison.” In
his letters, Paul refers to fellow members of the church as
“saints.” In 2 Corinthians 13:12, he says, “All the saints
greet you.” He addresses his letter to the Ephesians “to
the saints who are also faithful in Christ Jesus” (Eph 1:1).
The word “saint” also refers to a faithful Christian
who is in heaven. For example, the book of Revelation
speaks of the saints in heaven worshipping God, singing
hymns, and offering prayers (Rv 4:10, 5:8, 6:9-11).
The New Testament encourages us to offer prayers to
God for one another (Rom 15:30; Col 4:3; 1 Tm 2:1).
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective”
(Jas 5:16). We Christians believe that the soul “does not
perish when it separates from the body at death” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 366). Just as a Christian is called to offer intercessory prayers for others here
on earth, it seems reasonable that one would continue to
love and pray for others even after one’s body has died.
Thus, a saint in heaven is a fellow member of the church
who continues to offer prayers for the benefit of others.
Death does not sever the connections of faith and love
among Christians.
Catholics consider the saints in heaven to be fellow
members of the church and followers of Christ. They are
the "cloud of witnesses" cheering us on to victory in Hebrews 12:1. As fellow members of the church, we ask
them to pray for us. We do not worship them. We only
worship God. Our love for the saints must never take the
place of our love for Jesus Christ. All the saints are subordinate to Christ.
Not only do we ask the saints to pray for us. We also
read their writings, study their lives, and seek to follow
their examples. We do not claim that the saints were perfect, but we consider them to have lived with heroic virtue. We learn from them what it means to follow Jesus
Christ.
In the early centuries of the church, the apostles and

Bishop
Michael J. Sis
Diocese of
San Angelo

martyrs and other esteemed Christians were honored after
their death. Sometimes simply by popular acclaim, they
were considered to be saints in heaven. Thousands of
people were honored as saints because they had led exemplary Christian lives. As the list of saints grew, the
church eventually established an official process whereby
a local bishop would make the final decision after serious
study of the person’s life.
From the tenth century on, it became customary to
ask the pope in Rome to make the formal declaration of
sainthood. This declaration is called “canonization,” because the person’s name is added to the official list. The
word “canon” refers to an authoritative list. The first canonization declared by a pope was in 993, when Pope John
XV canonized St. Ulrich of Augsburg. With time, procedural norms were formulated for the stable and official
process of investigation into the person’s life and miracles.
How many canonized saints are there? The precise
number is debatable, but there are more than 10,000. However, it is very important to point out that the list of
canonized saints is not intended to be an exhaustive list
of all the people in heaven. Most of those in heaven are
not officially recognized.
The church puts someone on the official list of saints
when we have moral certitude that the individual is in
heaven. The most important factor to be considered is the
life the person lived. The investigation must prove beyond a doubt that the person lived a life of extraordinary
and heroic virtue, a grace-filled life of faith in Jesus
Christ. There must be an extraordinary and broad popular
acknowledgment of the person’s sanctity. Everything the

person ever wrote is reviewed and scrutinized for doctrinal correctness. The study of the cause could take hundreds of years, with no guaranteed outcome. For
example, the cause of Juan Diego took 500 years.
Part of the inquiry process includes the rigorous examination of potential miracles. When God works miracles through the intercession of a deceased member of
the church, this constitutes an affirmation by God of the
exemplary life and heroic virtue of that person. The healings and other blessings that come through these miracles
do not happen through the power of the saint; rather, they
come from God.
The official process of canonization determines that
the church is infallibly certain that the person is in
heaven and deserves to be honored throughout the world
in our church. Interestingly, there is no corresponding
process to declare officially that a particular person is in
hell. This is because no one knows the limits of God’s
mercy.
Of those popes who canonized saints, it has been rare
historically for any pope to canonize more than a handful. In fact, there are many popes who did not canonize
any saints. However, in recent years, the number of persons canonized has increased significantly. For example,
Pope John Paul II canonized 482 saints. Pope Benedict
XVI canonized 45. The pope who has canonized the most
saints is Pope Francis, who has so far canonized 909
saints, including the 813 martyrs of Otranto, who were
all canonized together.
The veneration that we give to saints is ultimately an
act of praise and glory of God, because the only way holiness is possible is through the gift of God’s grace. “For
every genuine testimony of love shown by us to those in
heaven, by its very nature tends toward and terminates in
Christ who is the ‘crown of all saints,’ and through him,
in God who is wonderful in his saints and is magnified in
them” (Lumen Gentium, no. 50).
I recommend that families have books and videos of
the saints available in the home. I encourage everyone to
study the lives of the saints, to read their writings, and to
ask for their intercession. From the very beginning of
Christianity, this has been a trustworthy way to pass on
the gift of faith and to bring souls to Christ.

UVALDE

Pope creates 20 new cardinals, including San Diego bishop

Continued from Page 1
with hope," said Sister Esther M. Guerrero, a member of the Missionary Catechists of Divine Providence religious
order.
For the first week of school the
sisters' focus will be "solely on showing
the students, parents and teachers love
and support through simply being by
their side."
"We are here to serve this grieving
community, no matter how big or small,"
she said.
In late July Catholic Extension
launched the first of the many initiatives
it has planned over the next 18 months to
support Uvalde. It sponsored Camp ICAN July 25-28 at the St. Henry de Osso
Project Center in Uvalde to provide third,
fourth and fifth graders a safe space to
heal, have fun, and gently reintegrate the
children into a school-like setting around
their peers.
I-CAN stands for inner strength,
commitment, awareness and networking.
The majority of the children who attended the camp are survivors of the May
24 shooting, although all Uvalde children
of age were invited to participate.
Led by Teresian Sister Dolores
Aviles and 13 other religious sisters, the
camp offered faith-based activities; arts
and crafts; 30-minute intervals of physical activity; a game room for playtime,
music and entertainment led by the
sisters; and a family supper for the children and family members.
Uvalde was one of the first communities Catholic Extension supported
after its founding in 1905. It helped build
Sacred Heart Church in 1906 and Sacred
Heart Catholic School in 1912.
In its 117-year history, Catholic Extension's mission has been to build up
Catholic faith communities in underserved regions by raising funds to help
these communities. It helps construct
churches in U.S. mission dioceses and
helps provide pastoral resources. Many
of these dioceses are rural, cover a large
geographic area and have limited personnel.

By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a ceremony to create 20 new cardinals, Pope
Francis encouraged the College of Cardinals to have the same spiritual zeal for all
people, whether they are in positions of
power or ordinary Christians.
"A cardinal loves the church, always
with that same spiritual fire, whether dealing with great questions or handling everyday problems, with the powerful of this
world or those ordinary people who are
great in God's eyes," the pope said Aug. 20
during the consistory, a prayer service during which he personally welcomed 20
churchmen into the College of Cardinals.
Those who have this apostolic zeal are
compelled "by the fire of the Spirit to be
concerned, courageously, with things great
and small," he said.
During the ceremony, each of the new
cardinals, including Cardinal Robert W.
McElroy of San Diego, California, professed their faith by reciting the Creed and
formally swore fidelity and obedience to
the pope and his successors.
They then approached Pope Francis,
one by one, to receive their biretta, their
cardinal's ring and the assignment of a "titular" church in Rome, which makes them
part of the Roman clergy.
In his homily, Pope Francis reflected
on Jesus' words to his disciples, in which
he declared, "I came to bring fire to the
earth, and how I wish it were already kindled."
Focusing on the image of fire, Pope
Francis said that the "flame of the spirit of
God" represents his love "that purifies, regenerates and transfigures all things." It
also evokes the charcoal fire made by the
risen Christ for his disciples along the
shore of the Sea of Galilee.
"That charcoal fire is quiet and gentle,
yet it lasts longer and is used for cooking.
There on the shore of the sea, it creates a
familiar setting where the disciples,
amazed and moved, savor their closeness
to their Lord," he said.
Jesus' words, he continued, are also

emblematic of the "fiery mission" entrusted to the newly created cardinals.
For those "who in the church have
been chosen from among the people for a
ministry of particular service, it is as if
Jesus is handing us a lighted torch and telling us: 'Take this; as the Father has sent
me, so I now send you,'" the pope said.
The fire of God's divine love is what
also inspires countless missionaries who
"have come to know the exhausting yet
sweet joy of evangelizing, and whose lives
themselves became a gospel, for they were
before all else witnesses."
Recalling the life of St. Charles de
Foucauld, the pope praised those Christians, both consecrated and lay, who live
in secular environments, yet still are true
Christian witnesses who keep the flame
of God's love alive through their lives
and actions.
The pope also recalled the example
of Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, a full-time
Vatican diplomat for decades who served
as Vatican secretary of state from 1979 to
1990.
Despite his responsibilities, the pope
said the late cardinal would find time to
visit young inmates at a juvenile prison in
Rome.
Concluding his homily, Pope Francis
called on Christians to contemplate on
"the secret of the fire of God, which descends from heaven, brightening the sky
from one end to the other, and slowly
cooking the food of poor families, migrant and homeless persons."
"Today too, Jesus wants to bring this
fire to the earth. He wants to light it anew
on the shores of our daily lives. Jesus
calls us by name; he looks us in the eye
and he asks: 'Can I count on you?'" the
pope said.
The consistory brought to 226 the
total number of cardinals in the world;
132 cardinals are under the age of 80 and
eligible to vote in a conclave.
The 20 prelates who received their
red hats from the pope were Cardinals:
— Arthur Roche, 72, prefect of the
Dicastery for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments.

— Lazarus You Heung-sik, 70, prefect
of the Dicastery for Clergy.
— Fernando Vérgez Alzaga, 77, president of the Pontifical Commission for Vatican City State and president of the
Governor's Office for Vatican City State.
— Jean-Marc Aveline of Marseille,
France, 63.
— Peter Ebere Okpaleke of Ekwulobia, Nigeria, 59.
— Leonardo Ulrich Steiner of Manaus,
Brazil, 71.
— Filipe Neri António Sebastião do
Rosário Ferrão of Goa, India, 69.
See CARDINALS, Page 18

The Prayer Square

A prayer for
pregnant
mothers
O Blessed Mother, you received the
good news of the incarnation of Christ,
your Son, with faith and trust. Grant
your protection to all pregnant
mothers facing difficulties.
Guide us as we strive to make our
parish communities places of welcome
and assistance for mothers in need.
Help us become instruments of God’s
love and compassion.
Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously
help us build a culture of life and a
civilization of love, together with all
people of good will, to the praise and
glory of God, the Creator and lover of
life. Amen.
*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Adapted with
permission. All rights reserved.Found at
walkingwithmoms.com.
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La canonización de los santos
En su significado más básico, la palabra “santo”
simplemente se refiere a una persona santa. En el
Nuevo Testamento, hay muchos pasajes que se refieren
a los seguidores de Cristo aquí en la tierra como “santos”. Por ejemplo, la Carta a los Romanos está dirigida
a los que están en Roma, “a quienes Dios quiere y que
fueron llamados a ser santos” (Rom 1:7). En Hechos
26:10, Pablo dice que “yo mismo encerré a muchos
santos en las cárceles”. En sus cartas, Pablo se refiere a
los miembros de la iglesia como “santos”. En 2 Corintios 13:12, dice: “Les saludan todos los santos.” Dirige
su carta a los Efesios “a los santos que perseveran en
Cristo” (Efesios 1:1).
La palabra “santo” también se refiere a un cristiano
fiel que está en el cielo. Por ejemplo, el libro de Apocalipsis habla de los santos en el cielo adorando a Dios,
cantando himnos, y ofreciendo oraciones (Ap. 4:10,
5:8, 6:9-11).
El Nuevo Testamento nos anima a ofrecer oraciones a Dios unos por otros (Rom 15:30; Col 4:3; 1
Tim 2:1). “La súplica del justo tiene mucho poder”
(Santiago 5:16). Los cristianos creemos que el alma
“no perece cuando se separa del cuerpo en la muerte”
(Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, núm. 366). Así
como un cristiano está llamado a ofrecer oraciones de
intercesión por otros aquí en la tierra, parece razonable
que uno continúe amando y orando por los demás incluso después de que su cuerpo haya muerto. Por lo
tanto, un santo en el cielo es un miembro de la iglesia
que continúa ofreciendo oraciones para el beneficio de
los demás. La muerte no corta las conexiones de fe y
amor entre los cristianos.
Los católicos consideran a los santos en el cielo
como miembros de la iglesia y seguidores de Cristo.
Ellos son la “nube de testigos” animándonos a la victoria en Hebreos 12:1. Como miembros de la iglesia,
les pedimos que oren por nosotros. No los adoramos.
Solo adoramos a Dios. Nuestro amor por los santos
nunca debe tomar el lugar de nuestro amor por Jesucristo. Todos los santos están subordinados a Cristo.
No solo pedimos a los santos que oren por nosotros. También leemos sus escritos, estudiamos sus
vidas, y tratamos de seguir sus ejemplos. No pretendemos que los santos fueran perfectos, pero consideramos
que vivieron con virtud heroica. Aprendemos de ellos
lo que significa seguir a Jesucristo.

Obispo
Michael J. Sis
Diócesis de
San Ángelo

En los primeros siglos de la iglesia, los apóstoles y
mártires y otros cristianos estimados eran honrados
después de su muerte. A veces, simplemente por aclamación popular, se les consideraba santos en el cielo.
Miles de personas fueron honradas como santos por
haber llevado vidas cristianas ejemplares. A medida
que crecía la lista de santos, la iglesia finalmente estableció un proceso oficial mediante el cual un obispo
local tomaría la decisión final después de un estudio
serio de la vida de la persona.
Desde el siglo diez en adelante, se hizo costumbre
pedirle al papa en Roma que hiciera la declaración formal de santidad. Esta declaración se llama “canonización”, porque el nombre de la persona se agrega a la
lista oficial. La palabra “canon” se refiere a una lista
autorizada. La primera canonización declarada por un
papa fue en 993, cuando el Papa Juan XV canonizó a
San Ulrico de Augsburgo. Con el tiempo, se formularon normas procesales para el proceso estable y oficial
de investigación de la vida y los milagros de la persona.
¿Cuántos santos canonizados hay? El número exacto es discutible, pero hay más de 10,000. Sin embargo, es muy importante señalar que la lista de santos
canonizados no pretende ser una lista exhaustiva de
todas las personas en el cielo. La mayoría de los que
están en el cielo no son reconocidos oficialmente.
La iglesia pone a alguien en la lista oficial de santos cuando tenemos certeza moral de que el individuo
está en el cielo. El factor más importante que considerar es la vida que vivió la persona. La investigación
debe probar sin lugar a duda que la persona vivió una
vida de extraordinaria y heroica virtud, una vida de fe
en Jesucristo llena de gracia. Debe haber un extraordinario y amplio reconocimiento popular de la santidad

de la persona. Todo lo que la persona alguna vez escribió es revisado y escudriñado para ver si es correcto
doctrinalmente. El estudio de la causa podría llevar
cientos de años, sin un resultado garantizado. Por ejemplo, la causa de Juan Diego tomó 500 años.
Parte del proceso de investigación incluye el examen riguroso de los milagros potenciales. Cuando
Dios hace milagros a través de la intercesión de un
miembro difunto de la iglesia, esto constituye una afirmación de Dios de la vida ejemplar y la virtud heroica
de esa persona. Las sanaciones y otras bendiciones que
vienen a través de estos milagros no suceden a través
del poder del santo; más bien, vienen de Dios.
El proceso oficial de canonización determina que la
iglesia tiene la certeza infalible de que la persona está
en el cielo y merece ser honrada mundialmente en
nuestra iglesia. Curiosamente, no existe un proceso
correspondiente para declarar oficialmente que una persona en particular está en el infierno. Esto se debe a
que nadie conoce los límites de la misericordia de Dios.
De esos papas que canonizaron santos, históricamente ha sido raro que un papa canonice a más de unos
pocos. De hecho, hay muchos papas que no canonizaron a ningún santo. Sin embargo, en años recientes, el
número de personas canonizadas ha aumentado significativamente. Por ejemplo, el Papa Juan Pablo II canonizó a 482 santos. El Papa Benedicto XVI canonizó a
45. El Papa que ha canonizado a más santos es el Papa
Francisco, quien hasta el momento ha canonizado a
909 santos, incluidos los 813 mártires de Otranto, quienes fueron canonizados todos juntos.
La veneración que damos a los santos es, en última
instancia, un acto de alabanza y gloria de Dios, porque
la única forma en que es posible la santidad es a través
del don de la gracia de Dios. “Todo genuino testimonio
de amor que ofrezcamos a los bienaventurados se dirige, por su propia naturaleza, a Cristo y termina en Él,
que es “la corona de todos los santos”, y por Él va a
Dios, que es admirable en sus santos y en ellos es glorificado” (Lumen gentium, núm. 50).
Recomiendo que las familias tengan libros y videos
de los santos disponibles en el hogar. Animo a todos a
estudiar la vida de los santos, leer sus escritos, y pedir
por su intercesión. Desde el comienzo mismo del cristianismo, esta ha sido una forma confiable de transmitir
el don de la fe y llevar las almas a Cristo.

Sobrevivientes en Uvalde reciben ayuda
para asistir a escuela católica
Por Catholic News Service
UVALDE, Texas (CNS) — Gracias
a la ayuda de Catholic Extension, niños
que resultaron heridos tras el tiroteo
masivo en la escuela primaria Robb en
Uvalde en mayo pueden matricularse
en una escuela católica local.
Catholic Extension, una organización sin fines de lucro con sede en Chicago, anunció el 15 de agosto que
otorgó 30 becas completas a sobrevivientes que desean asistir a la escuela
católica Sagrado Corazón. Muchas
familias buscan alivio psicológico inmediato transfiriendo a sus hijos de la
escuela primaria Robb a la escuela católica.
En un nuevo comunicado, Catholic
Extension dijo que las becas son parte
de los "esfuerzos continuos de la organización para apoyar el bienestar de
los niños y sus familias de Uvalde".
Hasta la fecha, alrededor de 80
familias buscan transferirse a Sacred
Heart, por lo que Catholic Extension
respondió estableciendo de inmediato
el fondo de becas.
El comunicado dice que la sociedad misionera papal está buscando
ayuda para satisfacer la demanda a
través de donaciones externas. Las
contribuciones se pueden hacer en
línea en catholicextension.org/uvalde.
"Catholic Extension está comprometida con el cuidado y apoyo continuo de los niños y las familias de
Uvalde", dijo el padre Jack Wall, presidente de Catholic Extension, en un comunicado. "Creemos que otorgar becas
a la Escuela Católica del Sagrado Corazón brindará un entorno educativo
seguro y amoroso a los niños que sufren las heridas físicas y emocionales
de la violencia".
"La asistencia para la matrícula

significa todo para mi hijo y nuestra
familia", dijo Oscar Orona, padre de un
sobreviviente del tiroteo. "Mi hijo ha
pasado por mucho y todavía tiene un
largo camino hacia la recuperación por
delante. Como mínimo, merece ir a
una escuela donde se sienta seguro.
Afortunadamente, con el apoyo de
Catholic Extension, ahora tendrá esa
realidad".
Además de brindar asistencia financiera a los estudiantes, Catholic Extension dijo que está apoyando a seis
hermanas religiosas que brindarán asistencia emocional en el lugar durante la
primera semana de clases tanto a los
estudiantes como a los maestros de la
escuela católica.
"El servicio de las hermanas tiene
como objetivo brindar consuelo espiritual y una presencia de paz y solidaridad al comenzar el nuevo año escolar",
dice el comunicado de prensa.
Durante los próximos 18 meses,
con el apoyo de Catholic Extension,
100 hermanas en total servirán a la comunidad de Uvalde y católica en diversas capacidades.
"Regresar a la escuela es, sin duda,
un momento aterrador y difícil en este
momento para los niños de Uvalde, sin
embargo, están llenos de esperanza",
dijo la hermana Esther M. Guerrero,
miembro de la orden religiosa Misioneras Catequistas de la Divina Providencia.
Durante la primera semana de
clases, el enfoque de las hermanas será
"únicamente en mostrar amor y apoyo
a los estudiantes, padres y maestros
simplemente estando a su lado".
"Estamos aquí para servir a esta
comunidad en duelo, sin importar cuán
grande o pequeña sea", dijo.
A fines de julio, Catholic Extension lanzó la primera de las muchas

iniciativas que ha planeado durante los
próximos 18 meses para apoyar a
Uvalde. Patrocinó el Campamento ICAN del 25 al 28 de julio en el Centro
de Proyectos St. Henry de Osso en
Uvalde para brindar a los estudiantes
de tercer, cuarto y quinto grado un espacio seguro para sanar, divertirse y reintegrar suavemente a los niños en un
entorno escolar alrededor sus pares.
I-CAN significa fuerza interior,
compromiso, conciencia y trabajo en
red.
La mayoría de los niños que asistieron al campamento son sobrevivientes
del tiroteo del 24 de mayo, aunque
todos los niños de Uvalde mayores de
edad fueron invitados a participar.
Dirigido por la Hermana Teresiana
Dolores Avilés y otras 13 hermanas religiosas, el campamento ofreció actividades basadas en la fe; Artes y
manualidades; intervalos de 30 minutos de actividad física; una sala de juegos para el recreo, la música y el
entretenimiento dirigida por las hermanas; y una cena familiar para los
niños y familiares.
Uvalde fue una de las primeras comunidades apoyadas por Extensión
Católica después de su fundación en
1905. Ayudó a construir la Iglesia del
Sagrado Corazón en 1906 y la Escuela
Católica del Sagrado Corazón en 1912.
En sus 117 años de historia, la misión de Catholic Extension ha sido construir comunidades de fe católica en
regiones desatendidas mediante la recaudación de fondos para ayudar a
estas comunidades. Ayuda a construir
iglesias en las diócesis misioneras de
los EE. UU. Ayuda a proporcionar recursos pastorales. Muchas de estas
diócesis son rurales, cubren una gran
área geográfica y tienen personal limitado.

Espacio de Oración

Oración por
las embarazadas
Oh Madre Santa, recibiste la buena
nueva de la encarnación de Cristo, tu
Hijo, con fe y confianza. Concede tu
protección a todas las embarazadas
que enfrentan dificultades.
Guíanos en nuestro esfuerzo por hacer
de nuestras comunidades parroquiales
lugares de acogida y asistencia para
las madres necesitadas. Ayúdanos a
convertirnos en instrumentos del amor
y la compasión del Dios bondadoso.
María, Madre de la Iglesia, ayúdanos a
crear la cultura de la vida y la
civilización de amor, junto con todas
las personas de buena voluntad, para
alabanza y gloria de Dios Creador, y
amante de la vida.* Amén.
*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ciudad del Vaticano. Adaptado con permiso. Todos los derechos reservados. Encontrado
en walkingwithmoms.com.
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CALENDARS
Please pray for our clergy

Bishop’s Calendar
Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar.
325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

September 2022
2–4
NUEVO LAREDO, Tex-Mex Border Bishops Conference
7
STANTON, St. Joseph, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 p.m.
10
SAN ANGELO, McNease Convention Center, San Angelo

September
1
2
2
4
5
6
6
8
10
10
10
12
15
20
21
21
23
25
25
26
26
26
28
28
29
30
30
30

Rev. James Delaney, OMI (D — 2007)
Rev. Albert Ezeanya (O — 2005)
Rev. Hilarin Lapinski (D — 1994)
Rev. John Busch, OMI (D — 2003)
Deacon Jesus Mercado (D — 2009)
Rev. Vincent Daugintis (D — 1990)
Rev. Reggie Odima (B)
Rev. Saul Alonso Garcia, MSP (B)
Rev. James Franchi (D — 1969)
Rev. Leo St. John, OMI (D — 1976)
Rev. Ryan Rojo (B)
Rev. Robert Baden (D — 2018)
Rev. Peter Vergauwen (D — 2003)
Rev. Timothy Hayter (B)
Rev. Kumar Jujjuvarapu (B)
Rev. Felix Archibong (B)
Rev. Herman Valladares (D — 1997)
Rev. William Lensing (D — 1978)
Deacon Felix Segura (B)
Rev. William Cadigan, MSC (D — 1971)
Rev. Joey Faylona (B)
Deacon David Workman (B)
Deacon Leonard Hendon (B)
Deacon Paul Ramos (D — 1990)
Rev. Richard Regan (B)
Rev. Johnrita Adegboyega (B)
Rev. Nilo Nalugon (B)
Deacon Ray Ramirez (D — 2017)

October
1
3
3
4
5
5
6
7
8
12
15
16
20
20
21
21
23
23
24
25
27
28

Rev. Hilary Ihedioha (B)
Rev. Nilo Nalugon (O — 1994)
Deacon Alan Pelzel (B)
Deacon Thomas Lambdin (D — 1982)
Rev. Hilary Ihedioha (O — 1985)
Rev. William Meagher, OMI (D —
1970)
Deacon Jesse Ortiz (B)
Rev. Francis Schoutteten, OMI (D —
2002)
Deacon Simon Franco (D — 2008)
Deacon Peter Ballaro (D — 2013)
Rev. James Norman, OMI (D — 1987)
Rev. Hugh Wade (D — 2020)
Deacon Rogelio Ibarra (B)
Rev. Michael Udegbunam (B)
Deacon David Blake (D — 1989)
Deacon David Mendez (B)
Deacon Ernie Sanchez (B)
Rev. Msgr. Maurice Voity (B)
Deacon Gary Brooks (B)
Deacon Reuben Reyes (B)
Deacon Thomas Collier (B)
Rev. Rodney White (B)

B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination
D = Date of Death

Upcoming
Special
Collections
Diocesan Seminarian Education
September 25, 2022
Your generosity helps form the
next generation of diocesan priests.

World Mission Sunday
October 23, 2022
Assist the worldwide church in supporting
missionary work with the poor and
marginalized.

Women’s Conference Mass at 10:00 a.m.
11
CRANE, Good Shepherd, Confirmation Mass at 9:00 a.m.
13
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral
Council meeting at 11:00 a.m.
15–16 HOUSTON, University of St. Thomas, Texas Conference
of Catholic Bishops meeting
17–18 HOUSTON, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre
meeting
20
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pastoral Plan
Committee meeting at 10:00 a.m.
21–25 CONCEPTION and ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, visit to seminaries
28
SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Mass for
Region X Youth Ministers at 9:30 a.m.
29
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Personnel Board meeting at 10:30 a.m.
30
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Finance Council meeting at 10:00 a.m.

2
4
4–5
5
7–8
9
9
15
16
18
20
23
24
25

October 2022
1
MIDLAND, St. Ann, Diocesan Schools Commission meet1

ing at 9:30 a.m.
SWEETWATER, Holy Spirit, Confirmation Mass at 5:00

25
25

p.m.
SAN ANGELO, St. Joseph, Respect Life Sunday Mass at
11:15 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priestly Life
and Formation meeting at 10:00 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Priests’
Fall Convocation
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Deans’ meeting at 1:00 p.m.
BIG SPRING, Holy Trinity, Deacon Convocation
CARLSBAD, St. Therese, Mass at 8:30 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Mass 10:30 a.m.
VIRTUAL, Diocesan Conference Day
JUNCTION, St. Theresa, Confirmation Mass at 11:00 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Diocesan
Mission Council meeting at 6:00 p.m.
SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels Cafeteria, Catholic Daughters
of America meeting at 6:00 p.m.
SAN ANGELO, ASU Newman Center, Masses at 8:00
a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan Liturgical Commission meeting at 1:00 p.m.
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral
Council meeting at 11:00 a.m.
MIDLAND, St. Ann, Equestrian Order Mass at 5:15 p.m.
MIDLAND, Horseshoe Arena, Life Center Banquet at 6:30
p.m.

Christ the King Retreat Center

September

October 2022

5
CKRC Offices closed in observance of Labor Day
9–11 Deacon Formation
14
DOSA Staff Meeting, Mass & Lunch
15–18 Lubbock Deacons Retreat 1
22–25 Men’s ACTS Retreat
30–Oct 2 Engaged Encounter & NFP

4–5
DOSA Priests’ Fall Convocation
13–16 Women’s Walk to Emmaus
20–23 Lubbock Deacons Retreat 2

Fall Festivals
Sunday, Sept. 11
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Parish, Ballinger
605 N. 5th St.
325-365-2687
Sunday, Sept. 18
Immaculate Conception Mission, Knickerbocker
12264 W. Torres
325-853-2663
Saturday, Sept. 24
St. Margaret of Cortona Parish, Big Lake
Reagan County North Park
325-884-3221
Saturday, Sept. 24
St. Ann Parish, Midland
1906 W. Texas Ave.
432-682-6303
Sunday, Sept. 25
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Parish, Junction
114 S. 7th St.
325-446-3393
Saturday, Oct. 1
St. Francis of Assisi, Abilene
826 Cottonwood St.
325-672-6695
Sunday, Oct. 2
St. Patrick Parish, Brady
406 S. Bridge St.
325-597-2324
Sunday, Oct. 2
St. Lawrence Parish, Garden City
2400 FM 2401
432-379-2300

Friday and Saturday
Oct. 7 and 8
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Andrews
201 NE Avenue K
432-523-4215
Saturday, Oct. 8
Holy Family Parish, Abilene
5410 Buffalo Gap Rd.
325-692-1820
Sunday, Oct. 9
St. Boniface Parish, Olfen
1118 County Road 234
325-442-2893
Sunday, Oct. 16
St. Ambrose Parish, Wall
8602 Loop 570
325-651-7551
Saturday and Sunday
Oct. 22 and 23
Sacred Heart Parish, Abilene
837 Jeanette St.
325-677-7951
Sunday, Oct. 23
Angelo Catholic School
2315 A and M Ave.
325-949-1747
Sunday, Nov. 13
St. Joseph Parish, Rowena
506 Edwards
325-446-3521
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VOCATION

Bro. Juan a transitional deacon

Continued from Page 1
annual kickball game, held at the Val Verde
Field in Midland. Local parishes in Midland
and Odessa provided drinks, hot dogs, and watermelon for guests and participants. After a
close game, the clergy claimed victory. We are
thankful for all participants, most especially
the youth in our diocese.
Stewardship Opportunity
A major push of our office is to grow the
Seminarian Burse Fund for the Diocese of San
Angelo. This burse is used to assist with costs
related to seminarian formation, including the
$40,000 average annual tuition costs. Like
most endowments, the diocese draws from the
interest to cover these costs without ever
touching the principal collected.
To donate to our Seminarian Burse Fund,
please contact the Vocation Office, or send
checks and donations to:
Diocese of San Angelo
Attn: Seminary Burse Fund
P.O. Box 1829
San Angelo, TX 76905
We thank you in advance for your generosity.

SAVE THE DATE!

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY
Diocesan Vocation Director Father Ryan Rojo was tagged out
by one of the youth during the youth vs. clergy kickball game
Aug. 7 in Midland.

COURTESY

Diocesan Conference Day
Oct. 15
More details on this virtual conference soon

Brother Juan Macias, O.P., was ordained a transitional deacon for the
Dominican Friars of the Province of St. Joseph on March 12, 2022, at
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington D.C. He and his family are parishioners at San Miguel
Church in Midland. His parents (pictured) are Delia and Robert Marquez.

World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation and
Season of Creation a time to be good stewards
Pope Francis has issued his message for the 2022
World Day of Prayer for Creation which is celebrated
every year on Sept. 1, which he established in 2015 and is
in keeping with the theme of his environmental statement,
Laudato Sí. The World Day of Prayer for Creation also
marks the beginning of The Season of Creation which
lasts until Oct. 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron of ecology. The theme for this year’s Day and Season
of Creation is “Listening to the Voice of Creation”. Pope
Francis stated that in this season “we return to pray in the
great cathedral of creation, enjoying the ‘grand cosmic
choir’ of innumerable creatures singing praises to God” as
we listen to the voice of creation.
The Season of Creation, which spans five weeks,
offers, as Pope Francis says, “a time for individual believers and communities a fitting opportunity to reaffirm
their personal vocation to be stewards of creation, to thank
God for the wonderful handiwork God has entrusted to
our care and to implore divine help for the protection of
all creation as well as seeking pardon for the faults and
sins committed against the world in which we live”. The
Season of Creation reminds us and inspires us to participate more actively in two other special days of creation,
World Water Day and World Earth Day in the spring.
The Pope stresses that these days of creation encourage all to make simple changes to their lives so that God’s
creation is treated with respect. This is a time to reflect on
our lifestyles, and how our daily decisions about food,
consumption, transportation, use of water, energy, cleanup projects, and many other goods can often be thoughtless and harmful. Rather, we should remember each day
how we can form a positive attitude about all these issues
to improve our common home. We are beloved creatures
of God, who in his goodness calls us to love life in communion with the rest of creation. Pope Francis strongly
encourages all to pray during this season of increased
prayer and concern on behalf of our common home. In the
silence of prayer, we can hear the symphony of creation to
abandon our self-centeredness in order to feel embraced
by the tender love of our Father and Creator and to share

Bishop Emeritus
Michael D. Pfeifer
Diocese of
San Angelo

in joy the gift we have received. He urges letting one’s
prayer be inspired by the closeness of nature, mentioning
that St. Bonaventure called creation the first “Book” that
God opens before one’s eyes, “so that marveling at its
order, variety and beauty, we can come to know, love, and
praise its creator.” Pope Francis also recalls the dedication
of many young people to the environmental cause: “The
young remind us that the earth is not a possession to be
squandered, but an inheritance to be handed down. They
remind us that hope for tomorrow is not a noble sentiment
but a task calling for concrete action here and now.”
Ecological Conversion
The ecumenical phase begins on Sept. 1 with the
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation and concludes on Oct. 4. Pope Francis states, “it is a special time
for all Christians to pray and work together to care for our
common home and for humanity to renew its relationship
with the creator and with all creation through celebration,
conversion, and commitment together. This season is an
opportunity to cultivate our “ecological conversion,” a
conversion encouraged by St. Pope John Paul II as a response to the “ecological catastrophe” predicted by St.
Paul VI back in 1970. The Pope continues, “If we learn to
listen, we can hear in the voice of creation a kind of dissonance. On the other hand, we can hear a sweet song in
praise of our beloved Creator; we also hear an anguished
plea lamenting our mistreatment of our common home.” It

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San
Angelo is firmly committed to creating
and maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and vulnerable adults. If you or someone you
know has been sexually abused by
anyone who serves the Church, and you
need a place to talk with someone
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt
by the Church, we are here to help you.
To report incidents, call Lori Hines,
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 325374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese of
San Angelo, Victim Assistance Mini-

stry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, TX
76902. If the incident occurred outside
this diocese, our Victim Assistance Coordinator will assist in bringing your
concern to the attention of the appropriate diocese. Please keep in mind that
one always has the right to report abuse
to civil authorities, and civil law requires that any abuse of a minor must
be reported. To report about a bishop,
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting
Service can be accessed by visiting ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800276-1562 (national hotline).

is our sister, Mother Earth who cries out. Prey to our consumerist excesses, she weeps and implores us to put an
end to our abuses and to her destruction. Then too, there
are many different creatures in our common home who
also cry out with Mother Earth … there are also the poorest among us who are crying out. Exposed to climate crisis, the poor feel even more gravely the impact of drought,
flooding, hurricanes, and heat waves that are becoming
ever more intense and frequent. Likewise, our brothers
and sisters of the native people are also crying out. As a
result of predatory economic interest, their ancestral lands
are being invaded and devastated on all sides, “provoking
a cry that rises up to heaven.”
Ecological Spirituality
Pope Francis continues that the sweet song of creation
invites us to practice “ecological spirituality” attentive to
God’s presence in the natural world. It is a summons to
base our spirituality on the “loving awareness that we are
not disconnected from the rest of creatures but joined in a
splendid universal communion.” “It summons us to a new
relationship with God and entails a different relationship
with others and with all creation. The present state of
decay of our common home merits the same attention as
other global challenges such as grave health crises and
wars. Living our call to be protectors of God’s handiwork
is essential to the life of our Christian experience.” The
church, following the teaching of Jesus from the Social
Doctrine, throughout time has exhorted believers to work
for the common good, which requires dignifying life in all
its forms and stages, caring for the common home, committing to the construction of more just, supportive, fraternal, and peaceful societies, among other fundamental
elements. Pope Francis stresses that there is an inseparable
bond between the concerns for nature, justice for the poor,
and commitment to society and peace. Often when we
speak of creation, it is related to nature, animals,
See CREATION, Page 13

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo
está firmemente comprometida a crear y
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables.
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cualquier
persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y necesita
un lugar para hablar con alguien sobre sus
sentimientos de traición o herido por la
Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayudarle. Para
reportar incidentes, llame a Lori Hines,
Coordinadora de Asistencia a Víctimas,
325-374-7609 (celular), o escriba a la
Diócesis de San Ángelo, Ministerio de
Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 1829, San

Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intérprete de español está disponible. Si el incidente ocurrió
fuera de esta diócesis, nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a Victimas le ayudará a
traer su preocupación a la atención de la
diócesis correspondiente. Por favor, tenga
en cuenta que uno siempre tiene el derecho de reportar el abuso a las autoridades
civiles, y la ley civil requiere que cualquier
abuso de un menor de edad debe ser reportado. Para reportar sobre un obispo, se
puede acceder al Servicio de Reportes de
Abuso de Obispos Católicos visitando ReportBishopAbuse.org o llamando al 800276-1562 (línea directa nacional).
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Connections grow in Midland in response to pastoral plan

St. Ann Parish in Midland’s parishled ministry called Connections has
held several events so far, including
a father-daughter dance.
COURTESY

By the St. Ann’s Connections Community

Faith. Community. Evangelization.
This is the focus of the Diocesan Pastoral
Plan, “A Future Full of Hope.” All parishes
in the San Angelo Diocese were given a
survey to complete at the beginning of
2019, before the challenges of the pandemic hit. The feedback from our entire diocese showed where our priorities would
lie. The four areas which we were asked to
build and foster are: 1) form disciples, 2)
engage young adults, 3) accompany youth,
and 4) nurture families. This was a challenge with the pandemic just right around
the corner, but our St. Ann Parish in Midland, Texas, knew it would be possible to
help with the Diocesan Pastoral Plan.
With the help of many volunteers and
generous donors, we were able to build a
group called Connections. This is a parishled ministry, which saw the need for more
involvement for families and couples.
Through different events and learning opportunities created by St. Ann Connections, we are able to form disciples, engage
young adults, accompany youth, and nurture families. St. Ann has hosted monthly
events ranging from Pints with Priests,
Father Daughter Dance, Trivia Night,
Cornhole Tournament, Community Stations of the Cross, and a summer-long marriage course using Alpha Marriage.
We started hosting events and workshops in January 2021. This was a scary
time for all of us, but we managed to engage our parish and community in a safe
way. Our first event was a Cooking Show
with Father Tim. It was humbling to see all
the people of our parish join a Zoom meeting to cook together, pray together, and
laugh together. This was a time when we
needed each other, and interaction with
people — even through a screen. We fol-

lowed this event with a marriage enrichment course, led through Zoom meetings
as well. As the world seemed to open up a
little bit more, we determined we could
host an outside, distance-friendly event and
held a scavenger hunt throughout our city.
We believe that by forming better spiritual, community, family, and marital connections, we can strengthen our faith and
life as a whole. Our children are more
likely to stay in the church if we have
better connections to it and to the community of faith. Our marriages are more
likely to make it through the rough patches
if we have a community of Christians to
lean on. And through all of this, we pray
and strive for a future full of hope.
The next Connections event is Messy
Family University. The whole San Angelo
Diocese is invited! International speakers
and hosts of the Messy Family podcast,
Mike and Alicia Hernon, are going to be at
St. Ann in Midland for a family and parenting workshop. You might have heard
their Messy Minutes on the Guadalupe
Radio Network, listened to their podcast,
or been to their website to utilize many
free resources. This unique event will take
place on Oct. 7 and 8 in Midland at St.
Ann Church. Messy Family University
will give us all tools on how to build our
family culture. The weekend will include
Mass, the workshop, and discussions.
What to do with the kids? We’ve got you
covered! Childcare will be provided. Contact St. Ann Parish or see the flier at right
for more information on how to sign up
and all the information you might need to
know for the event!
We hope to see you at future Connections events and pray that your parish, too,
will discover the beauty of cultivating
family and community through the goals
of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan.
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Grant recipients grateful to Catholic Charitable Foundation
By Lois Folger
President of the Board of Trustees
Catholic Charitable Foundation
Last April, the Catholic Charitable
Foundation for the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Angelo Board of Trustees
awarded $128,162 worth of grants to 30
different parishes, schools, and ministries
in our diocese. The 2022 grant recipients
are very grateful for the funds they received from the Foundation. Here are a
few of the recipients:

Holy Redeemer Catholic Church,
Odessa
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in
Odessa was grateful for the receipt of a
$5,000 grant to purchase video security
cameras with internet service in the Youth
Center. Father Bonilla explained that “the
grant funds will help to ensure the safety
of young kids and the safety of all others
who utilize the Youth Center.” He went
on to say, “Only through the generosity of
caring organizations such as yours can we
continue to improve our parish.”

Good Shepherd Mission, Sheffield
The Good Shepherd Mission in Sheffield received a $5,000 grant from the
Catholic Charitable Foundation to repair
the church building from water damage
and to perform much needed restorations.
Cathy Green, project coordinator, commented “The church building is old and
very much needs repair and care.” These
grant funds will provide the resources to
replace glass window panes, window
sills, mechanisms and damaged sheetrock. The funds are greatly appreciated
because the repairs will prevent more
damage from occurring.

St. Theresa of the Child Jesus
Catholic Church, Junction
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Catholic Church in Junction was awarded a
$5,000 grant from the foundation to purchase a new church sign. Father Mark
Woodruff, pastor of St. Theresa, commented “Our old sign was in very bad
disrepair. The new sign will be a great
asset for our parishioners and visitors.”
He further expressed how appreciative St.
Theresa is to be one of this year’s grant
recipients.

Holy Cross Catholic High School,
Midland
The Holy Cross Catholic High School
in Midland received a $5,000 grant from
the Catholic Charitable Foundation to support the purchase of technology-based
equipment to set up an Innovative Learning
Library. The library will be a resource and
extension of the five core areas of science,
math, English, history, and theology, enabling students to explore, research, and
collaborate. Carolyn Gonzalez, Head of
School, remarked that “technology plays a
critical role in helping students start discussions, share ideas, and communicate information. This will provide a wealth of
knowledge for our students while igniting a
curiosity to learn more about the world and
an opportunity to solve real life problems.”
The Holy Cross High School is grateful to

be included as a grant recipient this year.
These grants are made possible by generous donors who have given gifts to the
Foundation’s unrestricted endowment
funds. The endowment funds are invested
and a portion of the annual income from
the investment is used to provide grants for
Catholic parishes, schools, and ministries
in our diocese.
Anyone can create an endowment fund
in the Catholic Charitable Foundation
through donations, life insurance policies,
non-cash gifts, or a bequest in a will. If you
are interested in making more grants available for our diocese or in providing longterm stability for a specific parish, school,
or ministry, please visit the foundation’s
website at www.catholicfoundationsanangelo.org or call Dcn. Les Maiman, at
325-651-7500.
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New school year means growth for Angelo Catholic School
By Lea Kelley
Exciting things are happening at
Angelo Catholic School this fall. Our
school year is underway, with our students beginning their fall semester on
Aug. 17. We welcomed over 30 new students and look forward to continued enrollment growth.
In July we said goodbye to Father
Charles Greenwell as he retired from active ministry after 40 years. We are thankful for his support and guidance for many
years, as he served Angelo Catholic
School in addition to his duties at Holy
Angels Parish. The ACS community is
pleased to welcome Father Santiago
Udayar as the new pastor at Holy Angels.
He looks forward to collaborating with us
on activities and expanding the ministry.
We have two new teachers: Tomas Al-

varez in middle school social studies, and
Kristen Billingsley in kindergarten. Mr.
Alvarez is an alumnus of ACS and his son
Aiden is a current 5th grader. We are
blessed to have students who return to
Angelo Catholic School to continue the
ministry of the Lord through education.
It is with great pride that we celebrate
the success of our students on their national testing last spring. Students scored
one to two grade levels higher in all subjects, and science and math were particularly successful. It is our pleasure to
recognize the hard work and dedication of
our teachers as well as the achievements
of our students. Congratulations to all on
their success!
Our fall calendar is filled with activities such as a Grandparent's Day celebration on Sept. 9, flag football games,
volleyball games, a Veteran's Day cele-

bration, and Oktoberfiesta, our biggest
fundraiser of the year. Our Oktoberfiesta
this year will include a dine-in meal, live
auction, and games. This event is fun for
the whole family, so please join us on
Oct. 23 at Angelo Catholic School. The
Oktoberfiesta will also feature vendor
tables selling jewelry, children's books,
and beauty products. If you are interested
in selling your items, we still have a few
spots available. To reserve your space,
please call our office at 325-949-1747. In
October, our students will be selling raffle
tickets at the local and surrounding parishes, so please support our school and its
mission to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Our community is welcome to attend
Mass with our students on Wednesday
mornings at 8:30. Come and experience a
joyous celebration of our Lord and see

Rev. Msgr. Larry J. Droll Scholarship
now taking applications
SAN ANTONIO — The Rev. Msgr. Larry
J. Droll Scholarship, worth $2,000, will be
awarded to two Catholic lay men or women
pursuing graduate degrees in theology or religious studies and in need of tuition assistance. This scholarship is geared toward those
who have already obtained their bachelor’s
degree and are either enrolled or want to enroll in a Catholic graduate school.
“Today many dedicated Catholics, who
are not ordained clergy or women religious,
serve parishes as Parish Coordinators or Administrators, as Pastoral Associates, Directors
of Religious Education, Youth Ministers, Liturgists, and many other roles,” said Msgr.
Droll. “This scholarship can help provide the
funds to earn an advanced educational degree
in theology or religious studies that is often
required for these positions.”
Students must be enrolled, in-person or
remotely, in an accredited graduate program

at a Catholic university in the United States.
Scholarships are paid only to the university
for tuition and other needs. The applicant
must also be a practicing Roman Catholic
who resides in a state in which Catholic Life
Insurance is licensed to operate. These states
include Texas, Alabama, Arizona, Colorado,
Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.
The deadline to apply is Oct. 7, 2022.
Applications are available at
www.cliu.com and the Communications Department at branch@cliu.com or 210-8289921, ext. 141 (1-800-262-2548).
Founded in 1901, Catholic Life Insurance
offers life insurance, IRAs, and annuities to
individuals and businesses in Texas, Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Georgia,
Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nebraska,
New Mexico, and Oklahoma.

Texas native named
‘Pro-Life Woman of the Year’
Lauren Muzyka found herself yet again
on the sidewalk outside an abortion facility,
watching for the opportunity to offer loving
support and desperately needed resources to
women poised to go inside. She called out to
one woman and was able to speak to her.
“Hi, there – I’d love to help! Can I ask
what brought you here today?”
Muzyka went on to offer the woman local
resources that could help her with the challenges that might have convinced her to come
to the abortion facility – whether she needed
healthcare, a place to live, or refuge from an
abusive relationship.
The woman listened, but – despite all the
help that Muzyka offered – she went in to the
abortion facility. Alongside her national teammates, Muzyka prayed that her words would
continue to echo inside the woman’s mind.
And that prayer was answered. The
woman left the abortion facility, moved by
that resounding offer of help and hope – and a
few months later, Muzyka was at that
woman’s side, holding her beautiful baby.
That was the first baby Muzyka met
whose mother she personally helped in her
capacity as a Sidewalk Advocate.
“Our ministry is one miracle after
another,” says Muzyka, who founded Sidewalk Advocates for Life in 2014. “And we
never get tired of it!”
On June 24, Muzyka was emceeing the
Pro-Life Women’s Conference in Indianapolis
– where she was able to announce, from the
stage, that the Supreme Court had just overturned Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood
v. Casey in its Dobbs ruling.
It was at that same conference that
Muzyka was stunned to learn that she had
been named the Pro-Life Woman of the Year.
“It’s an incredible honor – but it doesn’t
belong to just me,” says Muzyka, a Texas
native.
“I accepted it on behalf of all the devoted
Sidewalk Advocates who, across the country
– and beyond – work to reach out to moms in
crisis, and to save the lives of their preborn

COURTESY
Lauren Muzyka was named Pro-Life Woman of
the Year June 24 at the Pro-Life Women’s Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana.

babies.”
Muzyka first experienced the power of
sidewalk outreach as a college student – and
she was hooked. “I continue to be amazed
that the simplest things – a friendly smile, a
small gift bag, a warm conversation – can
make such a strong connection with a mom in
crisis,” she says.
“And our trained Sidewalk Advocates
shower us with stories of the powerful results
of our training. They tell us about moms who
have chosen life, abortion workers who have
left the industry – and we all celebrate the
closure of an abortion facility.”
With the Dobbs decision, some Sidewalk
Advocates have had to pivot their ministry. In
states where abortion is legal, sidewalk advocacy continues in the traditional way. In states
where abortion is limited or illegal, Sidewalk
Advocates may take up stations outside
See LIFE, Page 18

our students serve and grow in their faith.
The students singing in the choir and
serving as lectors and altar servers will
put joy in your heart.
ACS has open enrollment. Please call
our office at 325-949-1747 to schedule a
tour and see why so many families are
choosing ACS. You can also email Lea
Kelley, Director of Recruitment & Marketing, at recruiter@angelocatholicschool.org for registration information.
--Become an ACS Angel: Give the gift
of a faith-filled education. Would you like
to help a family ensure their child(ren)
can practice their faith daily at ACS? Become an ACS Angel. For only $25, you
can buy a lunch ticket for one week; $206
pays ½ month’s tuition; $412.00 ensures
tuition for one month, and $2,266 pays
for ½ year.
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Celebrate Spanish colonial
heritage in Menard
The Presidio de San Saba site in Menard will take a step back in
time later this month. The Menard Spanish Colonial Heritage Day returns for its second year Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022. The event is free to
the public and will run from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Presidio de
San Saba, the largest 18th century Spanish Presidio in Texas. The presidio is located at 191 Presidio Road in Menard.
Festivities will include “A Walk Through Time,” a dramatic presentation of Menard’s Spanish colonial history. Living history reenactors will take visitors back to 1757 for a day in the life of a Spanish
fort and mission. In addition to entertainment, visitors will be able to
find vendors, demonstrations, and food.
A ticketed wine festival, hosted by the Texas Forts Trail, will coincide with the colonial heritage day.

News series featuring
San Angelo receives
national award
The National Edward R. Murrow award for News Series was
awarded Aug. 11 to “Dying to Be Wrong: The Price of COVID Misinformation.” Produced by San Angelo native Cody Broadway for
NBCLX, the news series featured interviews with people around the
city, including Bishop Michael J. Sis of the Diocese of San Angelo,
and their views on public health and individual freedoms in the age of
COVID-19. The series can be streamed at lx.com.
The Radio Television Digital News Association presents the Murrow Award for outstanding achievements in broadcast and digital
journalism.

USCCB's Labor Day
statement touts bills to help
children, women, families
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service
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WASHINGTON (CNS) — This year's annual Labor Day statement from the U.S. bishops touts two bills awaiting action in Congress as being helpful to children, women and families: the Pregnant
Workers Fairness Act and an expansion of the federal child tax credit.
"Even before current economic uncertainties, women — especially women of African descent and Latina women — earned less
than their male counterparts, including when doing the same work
with the same qualifications," said Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of
Oklahoma City, chairman of the bishops' Committee on Domestic
Justice and Human Development, in the statement.
"They filled the majority of direct care jobs, experiencing increased risk of injury, high stress, and exposure to illness while earning low wages. They were the majority of caretakers for their loved
ones, yet many lacked adequate family and medical leave policies.
These and other economic challenges continue to affect working families and children," Archbishop Coakley said.
The statement, "Building a Just Economy for Women and Families," dated Sept. 5 — Labor Day — was released Aug. 31.
Noting that this was the first Labor Day since the Supreme
Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade, Archbishop Coakley said: "This
unique moment necessitates a society and an economy that supports
marriages, families and women; it demands that all of us reach across
political aisles and work diligently to reframe social policies in ways
that are pro-woman, pro-family, pro-worker and, thus, authentically
pro-life."
He suggested that both the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act and the
child tax credit expansion fulfill that goal, calling the former one of
the bishops' "policy priorities."
"There is currently no federal law requiring employers to provide
short-term, reasonable accommodations to pregnant women in the
workplace and the PWFA would do so. Common requests include
being able to carry a bottle of water, a stool for jobs that involve long
periods of standing, or lighter duty for jobs that entail heavy lifting,"
he said.
"Women in low-wage and physically demanding jobs, disproportionately held by women of color, are regularly denied these simple
accommodations and terminated or forced to take leave without pay.
A number of states already have laws like this in place; however,
pregnant women in every state should be protected by these standards."
The bill has passed the House, but awaits action in a Senate running out of days on its calendar. "No woman should be forced to risk
her or her child’s health, miscarriage, preterm birth, economic security or losing insurance benefits just because she requests a shortterm, reasonable, pregnancy-related accommodation," Archbishop
Coakley said.
The archbishop used the statement to press for passage of an expanded child tax credit.
"In 2021, the CTC provided financial relief for families who were
having difficulty making ends meet. Families largely spent this
money on food, energy bills, housing payments and other basic needs.
With rising inflation, continuing to expand this tax credit would be
See LABOR DAY, Page 18

The Angelus

SEPTEMBER 2022

Page 9

Gorbachev, St. John Paul had great appreciation for each other
By Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Former
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, who
died at age 91 Aug. 30 in Moscow after a
long illness, met several times with St.
John Paul II, and the two often exchanged
words of appreciation for each other.
The two leaders met in 1989 and
again in 1990, when Gorbachev was still
president of the Soviet Union and was introducing political and economic reforms
in his country, as well as on other occasions. Both men were key in the collapse
of the Soviet Union, and Gorbachev won
the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts.
Joaquin Navarro-Valls, who served as
papal spokesman for St. John Paul II and
often reported on their meetings, later
called Gorbachev the most important figure in the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Commemorating the 20th anniversary
of the collapse of the wall in an article
published Nov. 5, 2009, in the Rome
newspaper La Repubblica, Navarro-Valls
cited Pope John Paul's support for the
Polish labor union Solidarity as a key development in the pro-democracy movement in the region. But he said
Gorbachev saw that the political movement in Eastern Europe was popular and
unstoppable, and the Soviet leader
avoided military repression and even verbal opposition.
Navarro-Valls said that when Gorbachev first met with Pope John Paul in December 1989, less than a month after the
wall's collapse, the two leaders "understood each other immediately."
"Both clearly understood the direction
that history had begun to take. Both felt
that freedom was not a political fact but a
human dimension that was essential and
not able to be suppressed," Navarro-Valls
said.

A transcript of that 1989 meeting
showed St. John Paul and Gorbachev expressed broad agreement on the need for
greater religious freedom in the Soviet
Union, for a renewal of ethical and moral
values, and for improved Catholic-Orthodox relations.
The two leaders also agreed that at a
time of upheaval in Eastern Europe, the
region should not be expected to simply
import Western values wholesale.
"It would be wrong for someone to
claim that changes in Europe and the
world should follow the Western model.
This goes against my deep convictions,"
the late pope said.
"Europe, as a participant in world history, should breathe with two lungs," the
pope added, using one of his favorite
metaphors for harmony between East and
West on the continent.
"That is a very appropriate image,"
Gorbachev replied.
Pope John Paul pressed Gorbachev on
the possibility of the Vatican and the Soviet Union exchanging diplomatic representatives, which he felt would aid in
resolving religious freedom problems and
other issues. Gorbachev responded positively, saying that "we approve such an
approach" while cautioning against acting
too quickly.
In the year that followed the papal audience, Gorbachev followed through on
several issues raised by the pope: The Soviet Union enacted a law to protect religious freedom, allowed the Ukrainian
Catholic Church to come out from underground and welcomed a Vatican ambassador to Moscow.
After St. John Paul died in 2005, Gorbachev called him "the No. 1 humanist on
the planet."
Gorbachev was general secretary of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
from 1985 to 1991 and Soviet president

CNS PHOTO | LUCIANO MELLACE, REUTERS)
Pope John Paul II greets Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev at the Vatican Dec. 1, 1989. Gorbachev, who died Aug. 30, 2022, in Moscow after a long illness, met several times with Pope
John Paul, and the two often exchanged words of appreciation for each other.

1990-91. At its height, the Soviet bloc included 15 countries in Eastern and Central Europe, and in most countries,
Catholicism was repressed.
But in 1988, Gorbachev welcomed a
top-level church delegation to Moscow
for ceremonies commemorating the millennium of Christianity in the region.
Early 1989 saw the restoration of the
Lithuanian Catholic hierarchy, the return
of the Vilnius cathedral and the freeing of
a Lithuanian archbishop from house arrest.
In that period, the then-Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal Agostino Casaroli,
summed up what Gorbachev meant to the
church: "We are always ready to dialogue.
What was lacking was a partner. Now a

partner exists."
Under Gorbachev's leadership, in
1990 the Soviet Union passed a freedom
of religion law that rolled back decades of
communist restrictions on churches, including those against religious instruction
and freedom of association. It legalized
the 5-million-member Ukrainian Catholic
Church and restored some of its churches
and other properties.
Several bishops were named in Soviet
republics with no interference from the
government. The government extended an
invitation for a papal visit — which has
never occurred — and policy statements
by Soviet officials indicated growing recognition that religion represents a cultural
strength.

Protection of children now in sights of Congress, FTC, tech firms
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Nearly
every parent's biggest worry is how to
provide for the health, safety and welfare
of their children. It's a concern that takes
many forms: getting them to school safely
and back again, serving them the best
food and housing them safely. More and
more, knowing — really, not knowing —
what their child may be doing online is a
key worry.
Others are beginning to listen.
Congress is one important group paying attention — and could be taking action before the current term ends in
December. There are proposals to create a
new privacy division at the Federal Trade
Commission, expand federal protections
for children's data, fund government research into kids' mental health and urge
companies to act in the "best interest of
the child."
And what Congress can't or won't do,
the FTC itself can try to launch on its
own — everything except the funding
part, that is.
Two years ago, the FTC demanded
that nine social media companies including Facebook (now Meta), Twitter and
YouTube hand over information about
how they collect and use personal data,
including "how their practices affect children and teens." Were it to launch a formal study, the FTC could compel firms to
disclose what has been closely held data.
The FTC's newest commissioner,
Omar Bedoya, told The Washington Post
in an interview posted Aug. 25 that the
protection of children is one of the FTC's
policy areas where there is bipartisanship.
Bedoya's confirmation by the Senate now
gives Democratic appointees a 3-2 majority on the FTC.
Usually, that is. The FTC voted in
August to consider new rules concerning

"lax data security or commercial surveillance practices." The vote was 3-2 along
partisan lines.
Social media giants, though, are paying attention themselves to the potential
harms of their services to young people.
Snapchat announced in August the introduction of parental controls. In order to
activate them, parents have to get their
own Snapchat accounts and their children
must agree to the controls.
The controls will let parents see their
teenagers' are friends with on the app and
who they had communicated with in the
previous seven days, according to a blog
posting by Snapchat's parent company,
Snap, in announcing the controls.
While parents will be able to report
accounts that their children are friends
with if they violate Snapchat's policies,
they will not be able to see their children's conversations.
"Our goal was to create a set of tools
designed to reflect the dynamics of realworld relationships and foster collaboration and trust between parents and
teens," the blog posting said.
The availability of parental controls is
not all-encompassing. Some features aren't ready to be introduced yet, according
to Snap.
Moreover, the controls are currently
available in only five countries: the
United States, Britain, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand. Other countries, Snap
said, will gain access to the parental controls come autumn.
Snap is just one company feeling heat
from politicians, regulators and investors
to improve their products and services or
face unwanted consequences.
In England, the Government Communications Headquarters and the U.K.'s
National Cyber Security Centre, made a
joint declaration in July calling for
"client-side scanning" to keep child sexual abuse material off phones and other

CNS PHOTO | LINDSEY WASSON, REUTERS
A family in Woodinville, Wash., uses the internet to do schoolwork March 11, 2020.

devices.
Apple has a version of the client-side
scanning system, which would, for the
first time from any major platform, scan
photos on the users' hardware, rather than
waiting for them to be uploaded to the
company's servers.
Some civil libertarians in Britain
pushed back vehemently on this recommendation, saying that tech giants
with the capability to do this could also
use that capacity to surveil anyone's digital life, be they online or off.
But the 70-page joint GCHQ-NCSC
suggests that databases of images be assembled by child protection groups
around the world — such as the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children in the United States — be kept as
comprehensive as possible, but that the

scanning database can be made only of
those images in all groups' lists.
They can then publish a "hash," a
cryptographic signature, of that database
when they hand it over to tech companies,
who can show the same hash when it is
loaded on to people's cellphones. Even if
China, for instance, forced Apple to load
a different database for China, then the
hash would change accordingly, and users
would know that the system was no
longer trustworthy.
The paper does not admit that this is
the best solution, but only that a solution
— and the technology to apply it — exists now and can be used until something
better comes along.
--Pattison is media editor for Catholic
News Service.
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Charismatic Conference

COURTESY
The annual Diocese of San Angelo Catholic Charismatic Conference was held July 29 at Sacred Heart Parish in Abilene.

COURTESY
Sandy Seidel and Bishop Michael J. Sis posed for a photo at the Charismatic Conference,
where it was announced that an endowment fund in honor of her late husband Daniel had
been established with the Catholic Charitable Foundation for the Roman Catholic Diocese of
San Angelo.

COURTESY
Father Balachandra Nagipogu was installed as pastor of St. Margaret of Cortona Parish in Big Lake
during a Mass August 7.

Silver Jubilee

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY
ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY
ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY
Bishop Michael J. Sis marked the beginning of a new school year by celebrating the Mass of the Holy Spirit Aug. 17 with the students of St. Mary’s Central Catholic School in Odessa.

Father Francis Njoku, pastor of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Fort Stockton,
celebrated the 25th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood with a Mass
Aug. 6

Father Francis was joined by Bishop Michael J. Sis and priests and deacons from the Diocese of San Angelo and around the
world.
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The Rosary: Boring or beautiful?
For 54 years, I thought the Rosary was
boring. It was repetitious and long! Over 50
Hail Marys?!?! I rarely prayed it by myself. It
was not my choice of prayer, being too
lengthy and monotonous.
Then something very difficult happened
in my life, and I did not know where to turn. I
was lost, completely lost. I fell upon the Rosary in desperation, and I clung to it like a
lifeline. I hung on for dear life, and I kept
hanging on to it.
What happened next astonished me. I fell
in love with the Rosary! I now cannot get
enough of it. I pray it every day, and I cannot
wait to do so! I truly cannot imagine my life
without the beauty of the Rosary. It is with me
constantly. The Rosary remains my lifeline. It
brings me such comfort, such safety, and such
security. It is my body armor and my spiritual
armor wrapped into one. Physically, I keep a
blessed metal ring finger Rosary in my
pocket, but truly, the Rosary is now embedded in my heart and in my soul. (The Rosary
is now a main staple in my prayer life, much
like chocolate is to my food life!)
Nothing about the Rosary changed. It
was my perception of the Rosary that
changed.
I am now in awe of the Rosary’s beauty
and meaning, connecting with Mary and with
Jesus, along with God our Father and with the
Holy Spirit. I love the intimate intertwining
with all of them during the Rosary. I live for
the daily mysteries, delving into five pivotal

Joan Schwartz

points of Jesus’ journey. I also think of Mary
during this journey with her precious and only
child, reflecting on Mary’s deep love of Jesus.
I think of her joy at points, and I marvel at her
well-founded motherly pride. I think of her
intense pain at other points; sometimes my
tears roll as I contemplate how I would have
felt watching my child go through what she
witnessed her child endure. I wish I could
have taken that pain away from her and from
Jesus and have it placed upon me instead. I
love the happy result of all this pain with
Mary brought into heaven, forever reunited
with her child. Mary and Jesus are there waiting for us! Always helping us! Always loving
us!
The mysteries are captivating, fixating,
and full of meaningful content. We have always had the three sets of Jesus’ early life in
the Joyful Mysteries, his passion in the Sorrowful Mysteries, and his resurrection in the
Glorious Mysteries. Then Pope John Paul II
in 2002 added the Luminous Mysteries. Not
being familiar with this at the
time, I wondered why all this
random stuff got added in. Then
I realized this is Jesus’ life of
public ministry! (This was a
“duh” moment.) The Luminous
Mysteries start with Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. (I can
only imagine the beautiful
motherly pride of Mary and
Elizabeth!) The Luminous set
culminates with Jesus instituting the Eucharist for us. (This is
a goosebumps moment!) The
Luminous Mysteries are a perfect tie-in to the other mysteries,
as we now have Jesus’ early
life, public ministry, passion,
and resurrection. It cannot get
more beautiful and meaningful
than this!
While the mysteries are the
meat and potatoes of the Rosary, the beginning and the end
of the Rosary is truly the icing
on the cake! (I tend to compare
things to oh-so-important food!)
The Apostles’ Creed is one
of the most beautiful prayers
ever composed. The first part of
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrec-

tion is described profoundly. As we pray “suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried,” how many times do
we automatically, methodically gloss over
this and take this for granted? Jesus went
through such pain for us. While he is 100%
divine, he was also 100% human. He felt the
pain as we would. Do we feel pain when we
pray this? This gives us pause to appreciate
Jesus literally giving his life for us. Also, “He
descended into hell” used to confuse me and
make me uncomfortable. However, in early
Christianity, hell had two meanings. While
hell was a place of eternal damnation with the
devil, the term was also used as a place where
the good people who passed away before
Christ were waiting for salvation. This second
meaning is what the Apostles’ Creed is referencing. Whew! Jesus did not descend into the
hell of damnation with the devil. The last part
of the Apostles’ Creed is one of the most
comprehensive and magnificent groups of
Catholic beliefs ever bundled together in
prayer. “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and life everlasting. Amen.” I find myself prayerfully repeating this over and over.
Its beauty is endlessly riveting.
An amazing ending to the Rosary, the
Hail Holy Queen prayer profoundly summarizes the power of Mary, our mother of
mercy and hope, as we, her imperfect children, continually ask for her help. “Turn,
then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of
mercy toward us” is my favorite part. Just as
kids always ask mom for help, no matter the
wrongdoing, Mary truly is always there for us
as our mother, advocating for us. A mother’s
love has no end. That is Mary.
The Fatima prayer is a wonderful and
purposeful addition to the Rosary, asking for
forgiveness and salvation for all. During the
Rosary prayed before Mass, St. Joseph Parish
in Rowena adds after the Fatima prayer,
“Jesus, protect and save the unborn.” How I
love the addition of this small powerful
phrase, especially in our turbulent times. Consider adding this into your Rosary praying.
How should we pray the Rosary? We can
either focus on the prayer itself, as in the
words of the prayer, or focus on the mystery. I
go back and forth between these, as I am captivated by both options. Edward Sri suggests
in his book Praying the Rosary Like Never
Before to perhaps focus some on “Jesus” in
the middle of the Hail Mary.
Some people like to use Rosary apps on
their phone or tune in to Rosary praying on
the television. While these are perfectly fine, I
personally prefer the intimate connection of
only me and my traditional Rosary, with no
outside device and with no other person present. If I choose to stay on one decade for a
long time, I can do so. Sometimes, especially
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on a road trip by myself, I may take hours to
pray one Rosary. For daily commutes, when I
get into my car, I automatically start praying
the Rosary and usually pray a decade or two
at a time during my usual short drives. I might
pray all five decades during intermittent
drives during the day. Truly, though, the most
beautiful time when I prefer to pray parts of
the Rosary is during a two-mile walk outside
right before sunset. This often motivates me
to walk. I want to pray the Rosary, so I decide
I may as well walk during it. Rosary praying
and walking outdoors mesh perfectly together. I rarely pray the Rosary all at one
time, especially in the mornings, because I
like to have the Rosary to look forward to
throughout the day. It is truly like the eager
anticipation of a captivating dessert. Like dangling a carrot before a horse, it keeps me
going.
One may think I get the “most improved”
award on Rosary praying, right? My Rosary
praying now sounds perfect. Well, confession
time: Being human, we all get distracted.
Sometimes during the Rosary, I find myself
thinking of my grocery list or some other random distraction. “I cannot believe so-and-so
did such-and-such.” “Which outfit should I
wear?” “Boy, that was interesting what happened at work today!” A wandering mind is
natural. We should not beat ourselves up over
this. God sees our effort, and our finished product does not have to be perfect. In Edward
Sri’s aforementioned book, he describes his
toddler lovingly giving him a picture drawn
for him. The toddler drew it with such love
and presented it to him with such love, holding it up and proclaiming, “Look, Daddy!”
The drawing was just a bunch of scribbles.
However, it was done with tremendous love
and effort. Likewise, Jesus looks at our effort
and love we put into our Rosary and our
prayers, not merely at the final product of
whether it was perfect. When I feel like I am
not praying the Rosary well enough, I try to
keep this in mind.
If you feel lukewarm or mediocre about
the Rosary, give the Rosary a chance. You
may fall in love with it. Or you may not. That
is okay. Since there are a million different
ways to pray, pray a different way then. However, I recommend at least exploring the
Rosary and giving it a chance.
For excellent books on the Rosary, two
outstanding authors are Edward Sri and
Father Donald Calloway. Edward Sri’s previously mentioned book is Praying the Rosary Like Never Before. Father Calloway has
several books on the Rosary which include
Champions of the Rosary: The History and
Heroes of a Spiritual Weapon, 10 Wonders of
the Rosary, and 26 Champions of the Rosary:
The Essential Guide to the Greatest Heroes of
the Rosary. (Father Calloway, a former drug
addict and criminal who did not believe in
God, has an outstanding book of his life story,
No Turning Back: A Witness to Mercy, which
explains how stumbling upon a book about
Mary led to his conversion.) All of these
books are available for check out at the diocesan pastoral center library, along with Edward
Sri’s Walking with Mary: A Biblical Journey
from Nazareth to the Cross.
For outstanding videos on the Rosary, I
highly recommend The Rosary Guy! Gabriel
Castillo, or Gabe, is the head of youth ministry at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Sugar
Land, Texas, where my daughter Kim helps
teach religious education; Gabe has a YouTube channel, GabiAfterHours, full of Catholic inspiration, focusing on Mary and the
Rosary. For his Rosary videos, search YouTube for “GabiAfterHours Rosary.” His Ultimate Marian Mission video on the power of
the Rosary is excellent. Gabe had a rough
past, and his “‘Hail Mary’ Dispels the
Demon” 20-minute video on his conversion
is riveting. Gabe’s GabiAfterHours YouTube
channel makes it plain to see why he is nicknamed The Rosary Guy. His love of Mary
and the Rosary is compelling, and his videos
are very interesting.
There is nothing to lose and so much to
gain with encountering the endless beauty of
the Rosary. I sometimes ponder how I got the
Rosary wrong for most of my life. How could
I ever think it was boring? It is now a mainstay of my life, and it makes me feel connected and complete. I am thankful for the
powerful gift of the Rosary. It is a tremendous
blessing to have the Rosary as a constant in
my life.
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Blessed Richard Rolle, mystic and writer
Blessed Richard Rolle lived most of his adult life in
solitude as a hermit writing about his mystical experiences, making him one of the first great medieval English
mystics. He was born into a small farming family in 1300
at Thornton-le-Dale, Yorkshire.
He studied at the University of Oxford but became
dissatisfied with the subjects of philosophy and secular
studies. He left Oxford at age 18 or 19 to become a religious hermit, causing his family to worry about his sanity.
He had financial support from a few patrons, including John Dalton, on whose estate Richard lived for about
three years. It is unclear where Richard went after leaving the Dalton estate because most of what we know
about him is from the pages of the books he wrote.
One theory, according to Wikipedia, is that Richard
spent the early 1320s at the Sorbonne becoming well
trained in theology. He probably began writing in the
early 1330s and continued until his death, but there is no
certain chronology of his various works.
He wrote beautiful and insightful accounts of the
contemplative life in Latin and English in books, such as
Emendatio vitae (The Mending of Life) and Incendium
amoris (The Fire of Love), which became one of his best
known works. He described his mystical experiences as
being of three kinds: a physical warmth in his body, a
sense of wonderful sweetness, and a heavenly music that

Mary Lou Gibson
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accompanied him as he chanted the Psalms.
Editor Bernard Bangley writes in Butler’s Lives of the
Saints that Richard gave clear instruction to those who
would lead a Christian life. He also did not hesitate to
criticize misdirected interests of clergy or shallow religious behavior, writing: “Not everyone who leaves the
things of this world behind comes to Christ. When Christ
says, ‘sell everything,’ he means change your point of
view. If you are proud, now you must become humble. If
you are angry, learn how to forgive. If you are greedy, be
transformed into a generous person.”
Even though he spent years as a hermit, he enjoyed
people and had a strong interest in seeing them grow spiritually. John Delaney writes in the Dictionary of Saints
that Richard was one of the first religious writers to write
in the vernacular as well as in Latin. His works are often

classified into commentaries, treatises and epistles. Some
examples of his commentaries are “Readings in the Office of the Dead” taken from Job; and his “Commentary
on the Apocalypse.” Other commentaries were on the
Lord’s Prayer, the Magnificat, and the Apostles’ Creed.
Some of Richard’s importance is due to the devotional prose he composed in the vernacular for women
readers. His English or Latin epistles and treatises reflect
his fervent devotion and emphasize his rapturous mystical union with God (https://www.britannica.com/biography/Richard-Rolle).
Throughout his writings, he exalts the life of contemplation and solitude. He was one of the most widely read
of English writers, whose works survive in nearly 400
English and at least 70 Continental manuscripts.
He spent the last years of his life settling at Hampole,
in a cell near the priory of a community of Cistercian
nuns who were under his spiritual guidance. Around
1348, Richard met the Yorkshire anchoress Margaret
Kirkby, who became his principal disciple and the recipient of much of his writings. She would be important in
establishing his later reputation.
Richard died of the Black Death on September 29,
1349.
--Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West
Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Thy kingdom come
Throughout the New Testament, references to the
“kingdom of God” and how it is to come about, can easily
be found. This kingdom is mentioned 122 times, with 90
of those coming from Jesus. Luke (11:1–2), for example,
tells us that Jesus “was praying in a certain place, and
when he had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
‘Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples.’
He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: Father, hallowed
be your name, your kingdom come’.” While most Christians are very familiar with the words of The Lord’s
Prayer, Jesus immediately gives his apostles what the
kingdom looks like in actual practice.
“And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a
friend to whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘Friend,
lend me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey and I have nothing to
offer him,’” (Lk 11:5–6). The person is asking to borrow
the three loaves of bread, not because he wants them for
himself but rather because of the love and compassion
that he has for another person. Although he has nothing
himself, he wishes to be loaned the “gifts” so that he can
give them away! The message is clear…we are to do all
that we can to take care of others if God’s kingdom is to
come “on earth.”
Mathew (25:31-40) shares other examples that Jesus
gave and how we transition to God’s eternal kingdom:
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all
the nations will be assembled before him. And he will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his
right and the goats on his left. Then the king will say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger
and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and
you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,

CREATION
Continued from Page 5
landscapes, the sun, the moon but not often enough to
become aware that the human being is the culmination
of the Father’s creative work.
Prayer, Sustainability, Advocacy
The Season of Creation is a celebration that helps
us recognize and to contemplate the beauty and goodness of nature and all that dwells in it and to care for
our common home. In the season we are invited to
participate more in prayer, to host an ecumenical
prayer gathering that unites all Christians and other
believers to the care of our common home. The season
stresses sustainability that leads to clean-up projects
that help all of creation thrive. The season is a time for
advocacy, to raise our voices for climate justice by
participating in or leading an ongoing campaign to purify the production of fossil fuel and slowly divestment as we continue to develop new forms of energy,
especially solar, wind, electricity, and other renewal
energy. Pope Francis reminds us that as persons of
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or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in
prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in
reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’”
In Mark 4:30-32, we read that Jesus said, “To what
shall we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
can we use for it? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is
sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the
earth. But once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the
largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the sky can dwell in its shade.” Even in this parable where Jesus is describing one’s faith, the mustard
plant is reaching out its limbs to help birds, that they may
find a home in the shade it provides to them.
Jesus never stopped teaching about the importance of
caring for others. In John 13:12–15, we are told “So when
he had washed their feet [and] put his garments back on
and reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and
‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore,
the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought
to wash one another’s feet. I have given you a model to
follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also
do.” Love is about serving and giving of oneself completely. “This is my commandment: love one another as I
love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 15:12–13).
The early followers of Jesus understood the practices
of the kingdom. Paul tells the Hebrews, “Do not neglect
to do good and to share what you have; God is pleased by

faith, we feel ourselves even more responsible for acting each day in accordance with the summons to the
ecological conversion needed to bring about lasting
change through maximum conversion, which demands
a spirit of maximum cooperation among the community of nations, especially in the meetings of United
Nations devoted to environmental questions.
Pope Francis points out that the upcoming COP27
conference on climate change, to be held in Egypt in
November 2022, represents the next opportunity for
all nations to join in promoting the effective implementation of the Paris agreement. The joint US-China
deal to fight climate change in November 2014 is
credited as the turning point that led to the 2015 Paris
Agreement in which most every nation in the world
pledged to try to curb emissions of heat-trapping
gases. Then, for its part, the COP 15 Summit on Biodiversity, to be held in Canada in December, will offer
the goodwill of governments a significant opportunity
to adopt a new multilateral agreement to halt the destruction of ecosystems and the extinction of species.
In this effort to protect our ecosystems, it is most encouraging to know that the US government will be
taking the ambitious action of offering billions of dollars to reset its role in the global effort to fight climate

sacrifices of that kind” (13:16), while James (2:14–16)
declares, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says
he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save
him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no
food for the day, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in
peace, keep warm, and eat well,’ but you do not give them
the necessities of the body, what good is it?”
In the third century, Origen wrote, “those who pray
for the coming of the kingdom of God pray without any
doubt for the kingdom of God that they contain in themselves, and they pray that this kingdom might bear fruit
and attain its fullness.” The kingdom of God is established wherever love and compassion for others is found.
The “kingdom of Satan,” on the other hand, is all about
“self” … self-centeredness, self-serving, and above all
else, self-will. Do we think first of ourselves or others?
Do we draw a line? If so, where? Peter’s words (1 Pt 4:710) are as meaningful today as they were 2000 years ago:
“The end of all things is at hand. Therefore, be serious
and sober for prayers. Above all, let your love for one
another be intense, because love covers a multitude of
sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining.
As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” The
kingdom was already established when Jesus, “Asked by
the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he
said in reply, ‘The coming of the kingdom of God cannot
be observed, and no one will announce, ‘Look, here it is,’
or, ‘There it is.’ For behold, the kingdom of God is among
you’” (Lk 17:20–21). The kingdom can be found in
churches and adoration chapels throughout the world
where he waits for us on his “throne.” This kingdom was
established with love and compassion for others … it is
only with love and compassion for others that it remains
within us.
--Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of Rutgers University
and Florida State University, has 50 years’ experience in
individual, marriage, and family therapy. He is also the
Abilene-area pro-life coordinator for the Diocese of San
Angelo.

change, to stop the planet from catastrophically overheating.
The Season of Creation brings together communities worldwide to pray and take action for the
care of the environment.
Pope Francis reminds us that “everyone’s talents
and involvement are needed to redress the damage
caused by human abuse of God’s creation. All of us
can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of
creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, involvement, and talents.” Everyone can participate, believers and non-believers, because we are
all called to live in harmony, being responsible stewards of our common home, which implies that we all
must commit ourselves to care for life in all its forms,
remembering that caring does not refer just to protection, but necessarily implies loving, contemplating,
actively taking part, and feeling part of God’s creative
work. The Season of Creation is a splendid time for us
to reflect on the importance of ecological conversion,
to work toward achieving an Integral Ecology of all
nature with humans and above all to recognize that the
entire creation speaks of the beauty of its creator.
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Our Catholic president and the
most pressing moral issue of our time
On numerous occasions throughout his public career,
President Biden asserted his personal belief as a Catholic
that human life begins at conception and that abortion,
therefore, is morally wrong. He has always been quick to
add, however, that he is unwilling to use the law to “impose” this personal conviction on anyone else. He presumably feels that since this understanding of human life is a
function of uniquely Catholic doctrine or dogma, it would
be as objectionable to require everyone to accept it as it
would to require all Americans to assent to the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception or to the articles of the Nicene
Creed.
But this is so much nonsense. Opposition to abortion is
not a matter of doctrine in the strict sense of the term, but
rather a conclusion drawn from moral reasoning and from
the findings of objective science. It is an indisputable fact
that human life—which is to say, a living human being
with a distinctive genetic structure and identity—comes
into existence at the moment of conception. It is furthermore a fundamental axiom of ethics that innocent human
life ought never to be attacked. These insights and principles are the foundation of an argument against abortion that
can and should be made in the public forum; they are decidedly not a matter of “dogma” peculiar to Catholicism. I
fully understand that people might disagree with the line of
reasoning that I’ve proposed. Fine, let’s argue the matter in
the public forum and see which of us can garner majority
support. But please don’t tell me that I’m imposing a
dogma on you.
And while I’m at it, may I say, I am mightily tired of
the way the President and his allies use the term “impose.”
Time and again, they say some version of, “I’m unwilling
to impose my beliefs on others.” Now that we’ve established that opposition to abortion is not a matter of sectarian doctrine, can we also admit that any law, by its very
nature, imposes on others? If a majority of federal representatives formulated a piece of legislation to set the speed
limit at 65, and if the executive agreed with this determina-
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tion, a law would go into effect imposing this viewpoint on
the entire society. The same goes for tax codes, anti-trust
regulations, minimum wage requirements, civil rights statutes, etc. Laws don’t suggest; they impose. And behind
every truly just law, there is some moral principle: preserving life, establishing greater justice, protecting the poor,
fostering the common good, etc. So if you were to ask me
whether I was working to impose on the entire society a
law that would protect the rights of the unborn, I would
say, “Yes.” And then I would add: “And what’s your
point?”
And finally, can we please put paid to the silly position
first articulated by Governor Mario Cuomo thirty-five
years ago and then tiresomely repeated by far too many
Catholic politicians ever since that “I am personally opposed to abortion, but publicly I support it.” Again, one
might make such a distinction in regard to a strictly doctrinal matter, arguing, for instance, “I personally believe it is
indispensable to attend Mass every Sunday, but I would
never dream of sponsoring legislation to that effect.” However, since opposition to abortion, as we have just shown,
is not a conviction born of “dogma” but rather of moral
reasoning, it is utterly incoherent to claim that one can hold
to the position privately but not defend it publicly. It would
be precisely analogous to someone in the nineteenth century saying that though he personally finds slavery abhorrent, he will do nothing to eliminate it or even to stop its

Disarmed and dangerous
After his first arrest, the peace activist
Daniel Berrigan went into hiding. After
four months, he was captured, but during
those months underground, although a
threat to no one, he was put on the FBI’s
Ten Most Wanted list. There’s an irony
here that did not go unnoticed. Someone
put up a poster of him with this caption:
Wanted – Notorious consecrator of bread
and wine. Disturber of wars and felonious
paper burner! The fugitive has been
known to carry the New Testament and
should be approached with extreme caution. Disarmed and dangerous.
Disarmed and dangerous! Corny as
that may sound, it expresses the real threat
to injustice, violence, and war. Disarmament is dangerous. Someone who is genuinely unarmed is ultimately the one who
poses the greatest danger to disorder, immorality, and violence. Violence can withstand violence, but it can be brought down
by non-violence. Here are some examples.
In our own generation, we have the
example of Christian de Cherge, one of the
seven Cistercian monks who were kidnapped and later killed by Islamist extremists in Algeria in 1996. His journey, and
that of the other monks who died with
him, is chronicled in a number of books
(including some of his own letters and
diaries) and in the awarding-winning film,
Of Gods and Men. Living within a small
community of nine monks in a remote
Muslim village in Northern Algeria, Christian and his community were much loved
by that Muslim community and, being
French citizens and enjoying the protection of that citizenship, their presence constituted a certain protection for the
villagers against Islamic terrorists. Alas,
the situation was not to last.
On Christmas Eve, 1995, they received a first visit from the terrorists with
the clear warning that they had best leave
before they would become its victims.
Both the French and the Algerian governments offered them armed protection.
Christian, acting alone at first, against the
majority voice in his own community, categorically refused armed protection. Instead, his prayer became this: In face of
this violence, disarm us, Lord. His re-

spread. It would also be precisely analogous to someone in
the mid-twentieth century saying that though his personal
conviction is that Jim Crow laws are morally repugnant, he
will fight publicly to keep them in place.
In light of this, can you see why so many Catholics, including your humble scribe, find the President’s statements
and actions in regard to abortion policy so repellent? The
man claims that he objects to abortion, that he considers it
morally wrong, and yet, time and time again, in the most
straightforward, even strenuous manner, he strives, by
word and deed, to make it more available, more acceptable,
more legally defended. In the nineteenth century, the viscerally anti-slavery Abraham Lincoln did not pursue the
extreme anti-slavery policy advocated by the abolitionists;
rather, he took a more moderate position, endeavoring to
hem slavery in, to limit its spread, in the hopes that he was
setting it on course for extinction. This was, for the sixteenth president, a matter of prudential political judgment.
If our current president, convinced as he claims to be that
abortion is wrong, were to take steps in the direction of
curtailing the practice, or if he could have found positive
words to say about the Dobbs decision that at least gives
individual states the right to restrict abortion, I might see
him in the mold of Lincoln. But instead, he presses forward, advocating the most radical pro-abortion policy
imaginable, seeking to codify into law the Roe v. Wade and
Casey decisions that essentially made abortion up to the
moment of birth a matter of legal impunity in our country.
President Biden speaks often of his Catholic faith, attends Mass regularly, and prays the Rosary. I have absolutely no reason to doubt the sincerity of his Catholicism.
But I am sorry to say that, in regard to the most pressing
moral issue of our time, he stands athwart both right reason
and the explicit teaching of his Church.
--Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire
Catholic Ministries and bishop of the Diocese of WinonaRochester in Minnesota.

The antidote to violence
By Mary Marrocco
Catholic News Service

Father Ron
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sponse to the threat was complete disarmament. Eventually, his entire community
joined him in that stance.
Six months later they were kidnapped
and killed, but the triumph was theirs.
Their witness of fidelity was the singular
most powerful gift they could have given
to the poor and vulnerable villagers whom
they sought to protect, and their moral witness to the world will nurture generations
to come, long after this particular genre of
terrorism has had its day. Christian de
Cherge and his community were disarmed
and dangerous.
There are innumerable similar examples of other persons who were disarmed
and dangerous. Rosa Parks, disarmed and
seemingly powerless against the racist
laws at the time, was one of the pivotal
figures in ending racial segregation in the
USA, as was Martin Luther King. The list
of dangerous unarmed persons is endless:
Mahatma Gandhi, Thomas Merton, Dorothy Day, Desmond Tutu, Oscar Romero,
Franz Jagerstatter, Dorothy Stang, Daniel
Berrigan, Elizabeth McAlister, Michael
Rodrigo, Stan Rother, and Jim Wallis,
among others. Not least, of course, Jesus.
Jesus was disarmed and so dangerous
that the authorities of his time found it
necessary to kill him. His complete nonviolence constituted the ultimate threat to
their established order. Notice how both
the civil and religious authorities at the
time did not so much fear an armed murderer as they feared an unarmed Jesus …
Release for us, Barabbas! We prefer to
deal with an armed murderer than with an
unarmed man professing non-violence and
telling people to turn the other cheek!
See ROLHEISER, Page 19

Watching a robin couple choose their
unlikely spot to painstakingly build their
nest (on top of the water meter) and sit
warming those blue eggs was a joyful experience. Not joyful was the morning of
discovering the water meter bare, the
robins flitting disconsolately back and
forth.
The blue shell fragments among the
garden flowers seemed at once a great
tragedy and an insignificant detail of the
cosmos' normal progress. It's the result of
a natural conflict: Either the robins' young
survive or the raccoons' young get fed.
Nature is "red in tooth and claw" (Tennyson).
Are our human conflicts — equally
inevitable — equally certain to lead to
bloodshed? From playground to international tables, are we doomed to either
perpetual violence or finding ways to
cope with our violent tendencies so we
can coexist?
The question has been urgent since
humans first walked the earth. To be
human is to dwell within a plague of violence. Where do we find another way?
Christ is the way, the antidote to violence. Here we look not only to his death
and resurrection, but to the way he died.
He died a violent death, not a gentle one.
Receiving violence, he returned peace. He
doesn't just teach peace. He becomes
peace, the prince of peace.
How can this be? It seems contradicted by the prevalence of violence, even
in churches. No wonder we tend to think
of peace as mere coexistence, a kind of
harm-reduction model where the fewest
are harmed, or at least, the fewest of our
side.
But Christ's peace is a serious, determined thing, which the risen Christ
breathes on the disciples — not for a selected few, but for everyone. Peace is "difficult, very difficult — but not
impossible" (St. Paul VI).
Peace is not a coping strategy, but a
gift. Receiving it in Christ, we become
this gift for others, starting with the poor-

est. The sacrament that allowed this gift to
be received and given down through the
ages is the Eucharist, through which the
church receives and becomes the gift of
God.
In the broken bread, Christ becomes
"our other self" (St. Nicholas Cabasilas),
and so we too can become peace. Eucharist is not a magic spell that zaps out violence, nor locking ourselves into church
for self-protection while the world burns
and we "stay safe." Eucharist is pharmaceutical, for healing. It's the gift by which
we — despite our violence — become
God's gift of peace. Christ becomes the
pharmaceutical Eucharist, not to cope
with violence but to heal it and bring
about God's peace.
Early theologians described Eucharist
as medication ("pharmakeia"). Theologically, this hearkened back to the practice
in Greek cities ("poleis") of healing the
society by putting its violence on a
"scapegoat," who was driven out or killed
so peace was restored within the city.
Christ becomes for humanity the pharmakeia, the healing medication, taking on
humanity's violence and giving in return
peace.
Every Christian should know, and test
with their lives, what St. Ignatius of Antioch said about the Eucharist. He didn't
only say it with words — though his
words, preserved by the seven churches
he wrote to, remain available to the
church. He said it with his life and (as he
desired) by his death.
A bishop of the infant church, Ignatius
was arrested and escorted to Rome for
trial. He'd denied the Roman gods, opposing the state's power. Along the journey,
Ignatius visited and boldly wrote to the
churches about his journey. He was
"God's wheat, being ground by the teeth
of beasts into Christ's pure bread" — becoming Eucharist, by receiving Christ as
his "other self."
Burning with love to demonstrate to
all who Christ really was, Ignatius faced
death eagerly, not out of masochism, but
because he dearly wanted all to know that
See MARROCCO, Page 18
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Desarmado y peligroso
Después de su primer arresto, el activista pacífico
Daniel Berrigan pasó a la clandestinidad. Tras cuatro
meses, fue capturado, pero clandestino durante esos
meses, aunque sin ninguna amenaza para nadie, le pusieron en la lista de los Diez más buscados del FBI. Aquí se
dio cierta ironía que no pasó desapercibida. Alguien publicó un cartel de él con este pie de foto: ¡Se busca: Notorio
consagrante de pan y vino. Perturbador de guerras y perverso quemador de papel! Se ha sabido que el fugitivo
lleva el Nuevo Testamento y habría que acercarse a él con
extrema precaución. Desarmado y peligroso.
¡Desarmado y peligroso! Por ridículo que pueda sonar,
expresa la verdadera amenaza a la injusticia, violencia y
guerra. El desarme es peligroso. Alguien que está genuinamente inerme es en definitiva el que plantea el mayor peligro de desorden, inmoralidad y violencia. La violencia
puede resistir la violencia, pero puede ser abatida por la
no-violencia. He aquí algunos ejemplos.
En nuestra propia generación, tenemos el ejemplo de
Christian de Cherge, uno de los siete monjes cistercienses
que fueron secuestrados y más tarde asesinados por extremistas islamistas en Argelia en 1996. Su itinerario, y el
de los otros monjes que murieron con él, está relatado en
algunos libros (incluso algunas de sus propias cartas y diarios) y en la galardonada película De dioses y hombres.
Viviendo en una pequeña comunidad de nueve monjes en
un remoto pueblo musulmán del norte de Argelia, Christian y su comunidad eran muy queridos por esa comunidad musulmana y, siendo ciudadanos franceses y gozando
de la protección de esa ciudadanía, su presencia constituía
una cierta protección para los habitantes contra los terroristas islamistas. Desgraciadamente, la situación no iba a
durar.
La víspera de Navidad, 1995, recibieron una primera
visita de los terroristas con el claro aviso de que harían
mejor en marcharse antes que llegar a ser sus víctimas.
Tanto el gobierno francés como el argelino les ofrecieron
protección armada. Christian, actuando por su cuenta al
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principio, contra el criterio de la mayoría de su propia comunidad, rehusó categóricamente protección armada. En
vez de ello, su oración fue esta: Frente a esta violencia,
desármanos, Señor. Su respuesta a la amenaza fue el desarme completo. Finalmente, toda su comunidad se le unió
en esa actitud.
Seis meses más tarde, fueron secuestrados y asesinados, pero el triunfo fue de ellos. Su testimonio de fidelidad
fue el singular don más poderoso que pudieron haber dado
a los pobres y vulnerables lugareños a los que buscaban
proteger, y su testimonio moral al mundo educará a las
generaciones venideras, mucho tiempo después de que
este particular género de terrorismo haya tenido su día.
Christian de Cherge y su comunidad estaban desarmados
y eran peligrosos.
Existen innumerables ejemplos semejantes de otras
personas que estaban desarmadas y eran peligrosas. Rosa
Parks, desarmada y aparentemente impotente contra las
leyes racistas del momento, fue una de las figuras fundamentales en dar fin a la segregación racial en EE. UU.,
como lo fue Martin Luther King. La lista de peligrosas
personas desarmadas es infinita: Mahatma Gandhi,
Thomas Merton, Dorothy Day, Desmond Tutu, Óscar
Romero, Franz Jagerstatter, Dorothy Stang, Daniel Berrigan, Elizabeth McAlister, Michael Rodrigo, Stan Rother y
Jim Wallis, entre otros. Sobre todo, por supuesto, Jesús.
Jesús estaba desarmado y era tan peligroso que las

autoridades de su tiempo vieron necesario matarlo. Su
completa no-violencia constituyó la mayor amenaza al
orden establecido por esas autoridades. Observad cómo
tanto las autoridades civiles como las religiosas del tiempo
no temían tanto a un asesino armado cuanto temieron a un
Jesús desarmado… ¡Libéranos, Barrabás! ¡Preferimos tratar con un asesino armado que con un hombre desarmado
que profesa la no-violencia y que dice a la gente que
ofrezca la otra mejilla! Dadles crédito por ser astutos. Inconscientemente, reconocieron la verdadera amenaza, alguien que está desarmado, no-violento y que ofrece la otra
mejilla.
Sin embargo, ofrecer la otra mejilla debe ser entendido con propiedad. No es algo pasivo, sumiso. Lo contrario. Al dar este consejo, Jesús especifica que sea la
mejilla derecha. ¿Por qué esta especificación aparentemente curiosa? Porque se está refiriendo a una práctica
culturalmente sancionada en el tiempo en que un superior
podía abofetear ritualmente a un inferior en la mejilla con
la intención no tanto de infligir dolor físico cuanto dejar a
la otra persona conocer su lugar: ¡Yo soy tu superior, conoce tu lugar! La bofetada se propinaba con el reverso de la
mano derecha, mirando a la otra persona, y de esa suerte
fuera a parar a la mejilla de la otra persona. Ahora bien, en
esa postura, su verdadera violencia quedaría mayormente
oculta porque parecería limpia, estética y como algo culturalmente aceptado.
Con todo, si uno estuviera para ofrecer la otra mejilla,
la izquierda, la violencia estaría expuesta. ¿Cómo? Primero, porque ahora la bofetada caería torpemente y parecería violenta; segundo, la persona que la recibiera estaría
mandando una señal clara. El cambio de postura no sólo
expondría la violencia sino también estaría diciendo: aún
puedes abofetearme, pero no como superior a inferior; el
viejo orden ha acabado.
Desarmado y peligroso. No llevar más armas que la
integridad moral es la mayor amenaza a todo lo que no
está bien.

Papa crea 20 nuevos cardenales, incluyendo obispo de San Diego
Por Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — En una ceremonia
para crear 20 nuevos cardenales, el papa Francisco
alentó al Colegio Cardenalicio a tener el mismo celo espiritual por todas las personas, ya sean personas que
estén en posiciones de poder o cristianos comunes.
"Un cardenal ama a la iglesia, siempre con el mismo
fuego espiritual, ya sea tratando las grandes cuestiones
como ocupándose de las mas pequeñas; ya sea encontrándose con los grandes de este mundo como con los
pequeños, que son grandes delante de Dios", afirmó el
papa el 27 de agosto durante el consistorio, un servicio
de oración en el que él personalmente dio la bienvenida
a 20 eclesiásticos al Colegio Cardenalicio.
Los que tienen este celo apostólico están animados
"por el fuego del Espíritu a ocuparse, con valentía, tanto
de las cosas grandes como de las pequeñas", expresó.
Durante la ceremonia, cada uno de los nuevos cardenales, incluyendo el cardenal Robert W. McElroy de
San Diego, California, profesaron su fe recitando el
Credo y juraron formalmente fidelidad y obediencia al
papa y a sus sucesores.
Luego se acercaron al Santo Padre, uno por uno,
para recibir su birrete, su anillo cardenalicio, y la asignación de una iglesia "titular" en Roma, lo que los convierte en parte del clero romano.
En su homilía, el papa Francisco reflexionó sobre
las palabras de Jesús a sus discípulos, en las que declaró: "He venido a echar fuego en la tierra, ¡y cómo
quisiera que ya estuviera encendido!"
Centrándose en la imagen del fuego, el papa Francisco manifestó que la "llama del espíritu de Dios" representa su amor, "que purifica, regenera, y transfigura
todo". También evoca el fuego de carbón hecho por
Cristo resucitado para sus discípulos a lo largo de la
orilla del Mar de Galilea.
"Ese fuego de las brasas es suave, oculto, pero dura

más y se utiliza para cocinar. Y allí, en la orilla del lago,
se crea un ambiente familiar donde los discípulos disfrutan, asombrados y conmovidos, de la intimidad con
su Señor", acotó.
Las palabras de Jesús, el Sumo Pontífice prosiguió,
son también emblemáticas de la "misión ardiente" encomendada a los cardenales recién creados.
Para aquellos "que en la iglesia han sido escogidos
de entre el pueblo para un ministerio de servicio particular, es como si Jesús nos pasara una antorcha encendida y nos dijera: 'Tomen esto; como el Padre me ha
enviado, así yo ahora los envío'", dijo el papa.
El fuego del amor divino de Dios es lo que inspira
también a innumerables misioneros que "han conocido
el gozo agotador y a la vez dulce de evangelizar, y
cuyas vidas mismas se han convertido en evangelio,
siendo ante todo testigos".
Recordando la vida de San Carlos de Foucauld, el
papa elogió a aquellos cristianos, tanto consagrados
como laicos, que viven en ambientes seculares, pero
que son verdaderos testigos cristianos que mantienen
viva la llama del amor de Dios a través de sus vidas y
acciones.
El Santo Padre también citó el ejemplo del cardenal
Agostino Casaroli, quien fue secretario de Estado del
Vaticano de 1979 a 1990.
A pesar de sus responsabilidades, el papa dijo que el
difunto cardenal encontraba tiempo para visitar a los jóvenes reclusos en una prisión juvenil en Roma.
Al concluir su homilía, el papa Francisco invitó a
los cristianos a contemplar "el secreto del fuego de
Dios, que desciende del cielo, iluminándolo de punta a
punta, y que cocina lentamente la comida de las familias pobres, de los emigrantes, o de los sin techo".
"También hoy, Jesús quiere traer este fuego a la
tierra. Quiere encenderlo de nuevo en las orillas de
nuestra vida cotidiana. Jesús nos llama por nuestro
nombre, nos mira a los ojos y nos pregunta: '¿Puedo
contar contigo?'", dijo el papa.

El consistorio elevó a 226 el número total de cardenales en el mundo; 132 cardenales tienen menos de 80
años y son elegibles para votar en un cónclave.
Los 20 prelados que recibieron sus birretes rojos del
papa fueron los cardenales:
— Arthur Roche, 72, prefecto del Dicasterio para el
Culto Divino y la Disciplina de los Sacramentos.
— Lazarus You Heung-sik, 70, prefecto del Dicasterio para el Clero.
— Fernando Vérgez Alzaga, 77, presidente de la
Comisión Pontificia para el Estado de la Ciudad del Vaticano y presidente de la Oficina del Gobernador del Estado de la Ciudad del Vaticano.
— Jean-Marc Aveline de Marsella, Francia, 63.
— Peter Ebere Okpaleke de Ekwulobia, Nigeria, 59.
— Leonardo Ulrich Steiner de Manaus, Brasil, 71.
— Filipe Neri António Sebastião do Rosário Ferrão
de Goa, India, 69.
— Robert W. McElroy de San Diego, 68.
— Virgílio do Carmo da Silva de Dili, Timor Oriental, 54.
— Oscar Cantoni de Como, Italia, 71.
— Anthony Poola de Hyderabad, India, 60.
— Paulo Cezar Costa de Brasilia, Brasil, 54.
— Richard Kuuia Baawobr de Wa, Ghana, 62.
— William Goh Seng Chye de Singapur, 64.
— Adalberto Martínez Flores de Asunción, Paraguay, 70.
— Giorgio Marengo, prefecto apostólico de Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 48.
— Jorge Jiménez Carvajal de Cartagena, Colombia,
80.
— Arzobispo Arrigo Miglio de Cagliari, Italia, 80.
— Gianfranco Ghirlanda, profesor de derecho canónico, 80.
— Fortunato Frezza, canónigo de la Basílica de San
Pedro, 80.
--Follow Arocho on Twitter: @arochoju

Papa: Sabiduría de la vejez es un faro para generaciones futuras
Por Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Los hombres y
mujeres mayores están llamados a transmitir su sabiduría
y alumbrar un camino hacia un mañana mejor para las
generaciones futuras, manifestó el papa Francisco.
A medida que uno se acerca al tramo final de su viaje
mortal, pequeños detalles — como "una caricia, una sonrisa, un gesto, un trabajo apreciado, una sorpresa inesperada, una alegría acogedora, un vínculo fiel — se viven
mas intensamente", y lo que es más esencial en la vida "se
vuelve definitivamente claro para nosotros", expresó el

papa durante su audiencia general semanal del 24 de
agosto.
"Esta sabiduría de la vejez es el lugar de nuestra gestación, que ilumina la vida de los niños, de los jóvenes, de
los mayores, de toda la comunidad. Los ancianos debemos
ser esto para los demás, luz para los demás", acotó.
En su catequesis, la última de una serie de charlas
sobre la vejez, el Santo Padre reflexionó sobre la reciente
fiesta de la Asunción, que dijo sirvió como un recordatorio
de que "el destino es el cielo".
Para los cristianos, explicó, la muerte es "un poco
como un segundo nacimiento".
"Si el primero fue un nacimiento en la tierra, este se-

gundo es un nacimiento en el cielo", dijo el papa. "Así
como, en el momento en que salimos del vientre de nuestra madre, seguimos siendo nosotros mismos, el mismo ser
humano que estaba en el útero, así, después de la muerte,
nacemos en el cielo, en el espacio de Dios, y seguimos
siendo nosotros mismos, aquel que caminó sobre esta
tierra".
La resurrección de Jesús de entre los muertos, prosiguió el Sumo Pontífice, y su aparición posterior a sus discípulos, son una fuente de esperanza que permite a los
cristianos ver la muerte no como un final, sino como "una
Véase PAPA, Página 18
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Homosexual men and
chaste friendships
Catholic men facing samesex attractions often struggle
with how they are supposed to
Father Tad
handle their homoromantic
Pacholczyk
feelings. Some clearly understand that the church invites
Making Sense
them to order their feelings and
attractions through a life of
of Bioethics
chaste continence, but they also
wrestle with a strong desire for
same-sex friendship and bonding.
In the midst of an escalating gay culture that actively promotes
and celebrates homosexual sex, even in its most promiscuous forms,
how can young men hope to encounter friends with whom they might
cultivate healthy and chaste relationships? What role does the church
play in supporting and encouraging this?
A group called Courage offers outstanding spiritual support for
those who are struggling with same-sex attraction and desiring to live
chastely according to the teachings of Jesus Christ and the Catholic
Church. Founded by Father John Harvey, Courage held its first meeting in 1980 in New York City. Since then, it has expanded into an international ministry. This important apostolate deserves broad
recognition and support for its vital work, yet regrettably, resistance
still arises at times in some quarters of the church when Courage seeks
to promote clear Catholic teaching on chastity and homosexuality.
Cultivating a chaste heart demands a deep prayer life, strong spiritual support, and good fellowship, not to mention frequent reception of
the sacraments, especially Holy Communion and confession. Courage
vigorously promotes these practices.
I once visited a large Midwest Catholic parish where there was a
group of men with same-sex attraction who attended Mass together. I
later learned that each of them had his own room in a common living
arrangement where they divided responsibilities, prayed together, discussed their burdens and struggles, and sought to strengthen each other
in their shared journey of following the Lord generously and chastely.
They were a source of inspiration and an example of hope within the
parish, which supported and encouraged them.
Among same-sex-attracted individuals, cultivating chaste relationships with each other can sometimes be complex. Doing so requires a
supportive environment, patience, an understanding of human weakness, a strong sense of hope, and a mutually-shared determination to
avoid near occasions of sin.
A few years ago, I read a memorable, no-holds-barred commentary on the gay lifestyle by Ronald G. Lee, a librarian in Houston,
Texas, in which, based on his own struggles with homosexuality, he
offered several helpful observations. He disputed the claim that gay
men are supposed to, or are even able to, live in monogamous homosexual relationships. Instead, echoing the wisdom of the church’s
teaching, he stressed the fundamental need for a chaste lifestyle.
At the same time, he acknowledged the urgent need for same-sexattracted individuals to have healthy human friendships with others.
He mentioned his best friend Mark, who, like himself, was a refugee
from the gay lifestyle and a man of faith. Summing up their relationship, he said, “From Mark I have learned that two men can love each
other profoundly while remaining clothed the entire time. We are told
that the church opposes same-sex love. Not true. The church opposes
homogenital sex, which in my experience is not about love, but about
obsession, addiction, and compensation for a compromised masculinity.”
The Catholic Church stresses that homosexual acts are intrinsically
disordered but homosexual persons are not. This distinction is crucial.
Moreover, a person’s natural inner desire for human bonding should
not be considered disordered or problematic in itself. In other words,
the desire for friendship, relationship, and communion, even among
same-sex-attracted individuals, is not intrinsically disordered, although
desiring and pursuing same-sex sexual relations, which always contravene the root purposes of human sexuality, will be unchaste and immoral. The desire for closeness among same-sex-attracted individuals
can and should be directed toward non-lustful friendships.
A second distinction is also worth mentioning. If homoerotic desires are allowed to take root, linger, and be acted upon, they will be
inherently problematic and sinful. If such desires, however, arise spontaneously in a person’s mind, and are not actively cultivated, entertained, or acted upon, this would not be sinful, insofar as sin always
involves a wrongful choice.
The late Father Benedict Groeschel alluded to these nuances surrounding our inclinations and choices when he noted, “Homosexuality
is a condition; gay and lesbian is a decision.”
The Catholic Church extends a beautiful call to each of us, one of
authentic freedom and love. Human sexuality involves powerful drives
that must be ordered within God’s sacred and providential plan. The
Catechism reminds us that same-sex-attracted individuals are called
ultimately to holiness, which is the fulfillment of a life of love:
"Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the virtues of selfmastery that teach them inner freedom, at times by the support of disinterested friendship, by prayer and sacramental grace, they can and
should gradually and resolutely approach Christian perfection"
(n.2359).
That summons is a source of great hope.
--Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director of
Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.
See www.ncbcenter.org and www.fathertad.com.

Longing for a normal school year
The outer space themed backpack hung on the
hook by the door. A new water bottle was tucked
into the side pocket while an empty lunchbox sat
open underneath, waiting for an icepack and a
Bentgo box to be set inside the next morning.
Little black Mary Janes with a freshly washed
pair of white socks stuffed inside sat on the shoe
bench and a plaid jumper with a Peter Pan collar
oxford shirt and a blue cardigan were set out on the
couch.
Nestled in bed slept Rose, our outgoing and
amiable 5-year-old, heading to kindergarten the
next day.
This wasn't her first day of school, and it certainly won't be her last. But it does seem to be the
most normal of her first days, in what will hopefully be a remarkably normal school year, at least
since 2019.
New school years bring with them loads of opportunities, a seemingly endless wealth of possibilities. We felt that in 2019, when we dropped her
off at a little half day pre-K 2 program, which was
cut short by COVID-19 lockdowns. We were hoping for it in 2020, a school year that for us didn't
begin until November due to two major hurricanes
wrecking our town.
Her pre-K 3 class moved to three different
classrooms in six months. We thought we had it in
2021, pre-K 4 starting with some masking and social distancing, but kept stopping due to exposures
and quarantines.
And so, here we are in 2022, a fourth "first

Katie Prejean McGrady
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day" for our 5-year-old, launching into kindergarten with hopes, dreams and expectations of
"normalcy" resting on her little outer space backpack laden shoulders.
But even as I sit here longing for the most normal, ordinary and usual of school years, I can't
help but think that I have no idea what one of those
looks like, and to be honest, neither does Rose.
We know nothing but having to adapt to all
being at home together, attempting to continue our
learning with Scholastic workbooks hastily bought
from the grocery store and too many episodes of
"Bluey" playing in the background. We are used to
last minute hurricane evacuations and months of
repairing homes, shingles being nailed into roofs
the soundtrack of our weekends.
We have learned how to handle five days home
here and 10 days home there, the COVID-19 testing kits lined neatly up in the medicine cabinet,
See McGRADY, Page 19

Embracing simplicity in a time of hardship
Among my paternal grandmother's most memorable qualities, her ability to make a Michelinstarred meal out of whatever she found in the pantry
tops the list. OK, the star is probably far-fetched, as
those require ingredients and utensils that would
never have been familiar to the daughter of Italian
immigrants, born in the early 1920s.
But the meal would have been balanced, filling
and full of flavor. She was a master at stretching
what she had — flour, eggs, cornmeal — to create
feasts. Every Sunday dinner was a mini miracle of
loaves and fishes.
To put too fine a point on it, my father, who as a
child was responsible for tending the family's
chicken coops, recounted, "She used every part of
the chicken — I mean, every part — for our
dinners."
Waste not, want not. It was the unofficial motto I
learned while serving as a de facto apprentice in her
kitchen while growing up.
This skill set and mindset was inherited — she
hailed from immigrants seeking a more prosperous
life in America than what their agrarian hometown in
southern Italy offered. But it was also forged at a
time of intense economic uncertainty.
My grandmother didn't speak in detail about

Elise Italiano Ureneck
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how difficult it was to be a child of the Great Depression. But the lasting effects on her were evident
— she could never shake a scarcity mentality, even
with steady income and a house of her own.
She and my grandfather canned vegetables like
they were on an assembly line. When I'd take her
grocery shopping, she would pick up each item,
holding it in her hands for a few moments before
putting it in her cart or back on the shelf. Whatever
her internal calculus involved, it was painstaking to
watch.
I've been thinking of these things as I hone the
skills of home economics at a time of economic
See URENECK, Page 19

Sharing the stories of Asian saints
Growing up, I was the token Asian girl. I still
remember setting foot onto my Los Angeles college campus for the first time. I joined a Christian
group where there were more Asian faces my age
than I'd ever been in the same room with before. I
discovered people that took their shoes off in their
dorm rooms and who knew what kimchi was.
Where was this my whole life? All of a sudden
I was surrounded by people who were like me.
With them, I felt like I could fully be myself. I had
no idea this was possible. It was like blinders I
didn't even know I had were taken off.
And then the book, "Pray For Us," by Meg
Hunter-Kilmer arrived in my mailbox about a year
ago. I gasped when I saw the saint on the cover
wearing a Korean hanbok, and I immediately
searched for the Korean saints' stories.
Reading them, I recognized the long-suffering
love of the Korean mother St. Magdalena Son SoByok for her children. I also understood the deep
bravery it took for St. Agnes Kim Hyo-Ju to endure unjust treatment quietly. I was completely
captivated.
Here I was, a Catholic for about a decade, and
this was my first time reading detailed stories
about Korean saints. These were the saints that
laid the foundation for my mother to find Jesus as
a young girl in Korea. Up until that moment, I just
assumed that because I hadn't come across Asian
saint stories that they didn't exist. I only knew that
there were groups of Asian martyrs and "companions."

Sarah Hoyoung Ku
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Raised in a white church, I had subconsciously learned that my cultural identity was separate from my faith, especially when they seemed
to be in tension. Now as an adult, when I only see
European saints as models, it's like being back in
my home church in the '90s where I admired the
leaders and tried but somehow could never be like
them.
The Korean saints show me what it means to
be fully Korean and fully Catholic. They show me
how faith and culture can be integrated. And that
has enabled me to be who God created me to be in
a way I didn't realize was possible.
Wanting more, I discovered that there were so
many stories about hundreds of Asian saints across the Asian diaspora. Inspired by what I was
learning, I approached the Hallow app content
team in January with a pitch: Asian saint stories
read by Asian American Catholics to be released
See KU, Page 19
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Finding common ground
on the abortion battlefield
The divide that separates pro-life
and pro-choice advocates seems to
have gotten deeper and wider since
the Supreme Court's stunning reversal
of 50 years of precedent and two key
decisions legalizing abortion.
If folks thought that bouncing the
issue back to the states would somehow turn down the temperature with
regard to this mother of all culture war
issues, they quickly have been disabused of that notion.
Nearly every state and federal
election will be the battlefield for the
abortion debate, now and for the foreseeable future. Both parties see it as to
their advantage to harden their positions, egged on by saturation media
coverage.
How voters will react remains to
be seen, but appeals for their votes are
not subtle. Pro-lifers are painted as
sex- and women-hating fanatics, while
pro-choicers are described as having a
cavalier attitude toward the extinguishing of human life, selfish and
ugly to boot.
But amid all this heat, there is a
bit of light. There are growing pro-life
voices asking for a political reset.
Whether appeals — including by the
U.S. bishops — for more aid to mothers and children will have bipartisan
appeal and provide a bit of common
ground remains to be seen.
The U.S. bishops Aug. 1 issued a
statement calling on Congress to act
on a series of proposals to help moms
and families, including an expanded
child tax credit that would also help
pregnant women, federal paid family
leave policy, protection for pregnant
workers and assistance for low-income families.
Although some of these proposals
have been advocated for years by liberals, conservatives are starting to
climb on board. A Republican plan
called the Family Security Act 2.0 is
proposing a monthly cash benefit for
children, starting four months prior to
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birth. While how it would be funded
and who qualifies is likely to be debated, it is another hopeful sign.
Finding common ground isn't a
slam dunk. The New York Times July
28 reported that the states with the
strictest anti-abortion laws often give
the least aid to pregnant women and
children and have higher maternal and
infant mortality rates.
On the other hand, Michigan Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer, a strong advocate
of legal abortion, recently vetoed $20
million in funding to support adoption
programs, pregnancy resource centers
and grants to help struggling mothers.
Charles Camosy, a pro-life theologian who has long argued for finding ways to break out of the pro-anti
impasse on abortion, is now calling
for Pro-life 3.0 — a movement seeking common ground in support of
pregnant women and families.
The very pregnancy resource
centers that Gov. Whitmer is so unwilling to support — and which are
vilified by pro-abortion groups like
Jane's Revenge — in fact, Camosy
argues, provide an example of how
women can be given more support,
not less.
Despite what op-ed writers might
believe, both pro-life and pro-choice
women and men share a common concern for women. For the most part,
both sides would agree that women
should not be prosecuted for attempting an abortion. Both sides are
See ERLANDSON, Page 19

Smuggling tragedy
followed by a sign of hope
A smuggling attempt in June resulted in
the death of 53 individuals in a truck near San
Antonio, Texas.
Pope Francis has stressed the need for all
of us to "walk with migrants." This means not
to solve everyone's problems, but rather to accompany migrants in their journeys in life.
Some people can meet and serve individual
migrants.
All of us, however, view many of the journeys in today's world from afar. Some of us
badly misunderstand this reality. The tragic
death of 53 people is, unfortunately, only the
tip of the iceberg.
Migrants come to this country for many
reasons. I cannot help but remember the story
of my paternal grandfather, Francisco DiMarzio, who came to this country in 1912 as an unaccompanied minor.
He was about 15 years old when he left his
village in Italy and traveled to the city of Newark, New Jersey, where some people from his
home village had settled. In those years, there
were few limitations on immigration, but in the
1920s, severe restrictions were placed on many
countries, including southern and eastern European countries.
I would not be here today if my grandfather had not taken that risk. When I asked
him, "Why did you come to this country," he
would answer with only one word, "miseria"
(misery), which means that they were facing a
lack of food, no work and no future.
Misery causes many migrants to come
today — some flee gang violence, others environmental disasters, and others untenable conditions caused by political corruption. Most
legal immigrants and many immigrants who
enter the country illegally come to rejoin their
relatives or find a future not available to them
in their own country.
A June Supreme Court decision allowed
the Biden administration to change the Trumpera policy that required U.S. asylum-seekers to
remain in Mexico while asylum claims were
pending in U.S. immigration courts. The
change in policy offers some protection to migrants from the well-documented dangers of
Mexican border cities.
Still, more resources need to be deployed
to ensure timely hearings, legal representation

'Do not worry about tomorrow'
One of my daughters recently reunited with college
roommates on the opposite coast. It was her first airplane flight since COVID-19, and the first time she
would be away, overnight, from her almost 2-year-old
daughter. She was nervous.
The 2-year-old? Not so much.
"How's the baby doing?" I asked my son-in-law. "Is
she worried about where Mom is?"
"She seems pretty happy," he said. Her older sister
was playing with her, and she loved having Daddy's attention.
And when she would ask about Mom, they would
both say, "She'll be back tomorrow," and that seemed to
be enough.
I laughed, because of course my granddaughter has
no conception of what tomorrow means. There were a
series of tomorrows involved in this trip, but each "tomorrow" sounded reassuring. She trusted them. Why
worry?
Sometimes, when we hear Jesus say we must be
like little children to enter the kingdom of heaven (Mt
18:3), we might find it beneath us to be so infantilized.
He doesn't mean me, does he? We fancy ourselves to be
intellectuals, mature, capable of adult understanding.
What does Jesus mean when he says this?
I think Jesus is speaking to our human tendency to
worry, sometimes ceaselessly, about tomorrow, about
yesterday, about the far-off future and the long-dead
past. Regrets can nag us from one direction, fear from
the other. They squeeze out the once-in-a-lifetime moment that is this one precious day.
A friend of mine who is a financial advisor deals
with many retirees. A number of them, he said, have a
tendency to worry that they won't have "enough."
"Some of my richest clients have this constant
worry," he said. And yet, the message of Jesus was the
opposite. Look at the lilies of the field, he reminds us.
They don't have any bank accounts and they don't keep
their eyes on the stock market.
My granddaughter worries about the immediate
present. If cookies suddenly appear, she demands one.

Effie Caldarola
Catholic News Service
For the Journey

If her sister is getting generous parental attention, she
wants to be right in the middle of the hug.
But she doesn't spend one minute of her time wondering what tomorrow brings, or even what tomorrow
is. And she pays no attention to what happened yesterday, whatever that word means.
"Do not worry about tomorrow," Jesus said in Matthew 6:34, "tomorrow will take care of itself. Sufficient
for a day is its own evil."
Some translations of this text have the last line
reading, "Each day has trouble enough of its own."
And while both translations are beautiful and true,
it's important to also realize that if we pay attention to
each day, we find that most of them have great goodness and joy enough of their own as well.
The writer Annie Dillard wrote, "How we spend
our days is, of course, how we spend our lives." I think
that's what Jesus meant, too, when he pointed at little
kids as models.
We all look to the past at times, and we all plan for
the future. We put money away for retirement, and we
get the roof fixed so it doesn't leak "tomorrow."
But Jesus reminds us that we can be overcome by
these concerns to the extent that we don't enjoy today
or make it productive.
These are troubled times, and anxiety about climate
change, politics and war can plague us. So we do our
part, then put it in God's hands, as a child relies on a
trusted parent. Then we can focus on this great gift, this
one irreplaceable day.

Bishop Nicholas
DiMarzio
Catholic News Service
Walking with
Migrants
and basic services for these asylum-seekers.
Many of those driven to come to the U.S. will
be real assets to our country. But, at present,
they are forced into the hands of smugglers or
to use other means of illegal border crossing.
However, perhaps there is some light at the
end of the migration tunnel. A few weeks ago
in Los Angeles, a historic meeting of Western
Hemisphere countries was held where 20
countries issued a Declaration on Migration
and Protection. Regional cooperation is needed
to humanely manage migration in the hemisphere.
The participating nations made four significant commitments.
First, the countries agreed to stabilize
migration movements through investments to
address the root causes of migration so that
people can remain in their own countries.
Second, they agreed to expand legal avenues for migration with the goal of diminishing
the need for unregulated migration.
Third, they agreed to better manage their
borders, making a special effort to address
smuggling networks and human trafficking.
Fourth, they agreed to cooperate and share
information on unexpected, large-scale border
crossings.
These commitments are a positive sign of
cooperation, which will take time to implement. But the declaration offers hope that cooperation among countries and U.S. efforts to
engage other countries on the causes and management of migration can prove beneficial to
all.
--Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio is the retired
bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn, New York.
He writes the column "Walking With Migrants"
for Catholic News Service.
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— Robert W. McElroy of
San Diego, 68.
— Virgílio do Carmo da
Silva of Dili, East Timor, 54.
— Oscar Cantoni of
Como, Italy, 71.
— Anthony Poola of Hyderabad, India, 60.
— Paulo Cezar Costa of
Brasília, Brazil, 54.
— Richard Kuuia Baawobr of Wa, Ghana, 62.
— William Goh Seng
Chye of Singapore, 64.
— Adalberto Martínez
Flores of Asunción, Paraguay,
70.
— Giorgio Marengo,
apostolic prefect of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 48.
— Jorge Jiménez Carvajal of Cartagena, Colombia,
80.
— Archbishop Arrigo
Miglio of Cagliari, Italy, 80.
— Gianfranco Ghirlanda,
professor of canon law, 80.
— Fortunato Frezza,
canon of St. Peter’s Basilica,
80.
--Follow Arocho on
Twitter: @arochoju

Continued from Page 14
they too could become God's gift of
peace: "Nothing is more precious
than peace," he wrote, "by which all
war, both in heaven and earth, is
brought to an end."
What do we do about the plague
of violence at the heart of all nations?
We discover that we who chew the
eucharistic body are ourselves the
gift of God, to be given to the poorest. We become the gift, trusting this
gift heals hostilities and creates
peace. Ignatius went willingly to be
with the poorest of all: those condemned, tortured and murdered by
the state. Who are the poorest people
you know?
The sacrament that has allowed
this gift to be received and given
down through the ages is the broken
bread through which the church also
receives and becomes broken bread
for the world.
Eighteen centuries after Ignatius'
death, Cardinal Francis Xavier
Nguyen Van Thuan was imprisoned
in Vietnam. For 13 years he was
nourished by daily Eucharist, for
himself and his people. He celebrated
Eucharist in his cell, in a drop of
wine held in the chalice of his hand.
The wine was smuggled in to him by
his people, in the guise of medicine.

Continúa de Página 15
especie de paso hacia el encuentro con Jesús,
quien me espera para llevarme a (Dios)".
"El Resucitado vive en el mundo de Dios,
donde hay lugar para todos, donde se forma una
nueva tierra, y se construye la ciudad celestial, la
última morada del hombre", dijo.
Una vida vivida según el Evangelio, añadió,
prepara a los cristianos para el paso a la vida
eterna y "nos pone en sintonía con el destino inédito de la vida que sembramos".
"Nuestra vida es como una semilla que debe
ser enterrada para que nazca y pueda dar fruto.
Nacerá, junto con todo lo demás en el mundo. No
sin dolores de parto, no sin dolor, pero nacerá. Y
la vida del cuerpo resucitado será cien y mil
veces más viva de lo que la hemos experimentado en esta tierra", expresó el papa.
El papa Francisco llamó a todos los cristianos a "esperar en esta plenitud de vida que nos
espera a todos", que no es "una espera aburrida",
sino más bien "una espera que anticipemos con
ansias".
"Sí, queridos hermanos y hermanas, especialmente ustedes los ancianos, lo mejor de la vida
está por venir. 'Pero somos viejos, ¿qué más está
por venir?' Lo mejor, porque lo mejor de la vida
está por venir”, dijo el papa.
La muerte puede causar "un poco de miedo,
porque no sé lo que significa este pasaje, y pasar
por esa puerta da un poco de miedo, pero siempre está la mano del Señor que nos lleva adelante, y más allá de la puerta hay es una fiesta",
dijo.

LIFE

LABOR DAY

Continued from Page 7
facilities that are referring out of state
for abortion – or they develop new
ways of sharing in their community the
good news about the local pregnancy
resource center, and programs and resources for pregnant moms.
“We have been amazed to see that
in states where abortion is illegal, traffic into the local abortion facility continues,” Muzyka says. “So many
women aren’t aware that abortion is no
longer a service the facility can provide – or they simply don’t know
where else to turn for information and
support.”
Facilities in the Houston area are a
case in point. Earlier this summer, a
local Sidewalk Advocate reported that
she had trouble leaving the abortion facility where she had been serving – because women kept arriving. That day
alone, she was able to guide more than
a dozen women from Planned Parenthood onto the mobile ultrasound unit –
and many of those women left the unit
carrying a baby blanket, a sign that
they had chosen life for their preborn
babies.
“There’s this perception that abortion is over in some states, like Texas,”
says Muzyka, “but that’s simply not
the case.”
“The drive to refer women out of
state for abortion demands our persistent presence on the sidewalk. And we
are ready to meet that demand.”
The National Sidewalk Advocacy
Conference, held every October in
Dallas, has been designed especially
this year to help Sidewalk Advocates
develop new ways to maximize their
effectiveness in this post-Roe America
– and to help those new to the movement understand the power of simple,
loving outreach on the sidewalk.
“Now, more than ever, it’s so important for everyone who is pro-life to
take a stand,” says Muzyka.
“Whether you are inclined to be a
prayer partner, or you want to be
trained to do outreach on the sidewalk
– we need to join together to reach out
to moms in crisis, to provide them with
the resources and the support they
need, so that they can choose life for
their preborn babies.”
--The National Sidewalk Advocacy
Conference will take place October
28-30 in Dallas, Texas. Check out the
speaker list and get your tickets at prolifeconference.com.

Continued from Page 8
critically helpful to families forced to
choose between buying food and filling
up their gas tanks," Archbishop Coakley said.
"Congress should move forward
with a CTC proposal that has no minimum income requirement, includes
families with mixed immigration status,
is available for the year before birth,
and is offered to every child — regardless of the size of the family," he added.
"The CTC was enormously effective at
reducing child poverty in 2021 and we
should not regress from this progress."
Passing both bills, Archbishop
Coakley said, "would have a profound
impact on family stability, especially
for families who are financially vulnerable."
He also voiced themes common in
the annual Labor Day statement, among
them federal paid leave policy, just
wages and the right to organize. "We
have long called for a system in which
the whole of society enjoys fundamental human needs including nutrition, affordable housing, education, and health
care," the archbishop said.
"The efforts of labor unions have
helped union workers fare better during

the pandemic than nonunion workers,
as they were more likely to maintain
their pay and their jobs," he added.
He also lauded the efforts of organizations funded through the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development
that "work on low-wage workers' rights
and training, in an effort to eliminate
labor trafficking and related workplace
abuses such as wage theft."
Archbishop Coakley took note of
the death 20 years ago of Msgr. George
G. Higgins, head of what was then
known as the bishops' Social Action
Department and who either wrote or
consulted on multiple decades worth of
Labor Day statements.
"He was a fervent advocate of economic justice for all, working closely
with unions and union organizers, including Cesar Chavez and the United
Farm Workers, and received many
awards, including the Presidential
Medal of Freedom," Archbishop Coakley said.
"May the spirit and example of
Msgr. Higgins inspire us, " he said,
"that we might have the wisdom to
build up justice and improve the lives
of workers and their families as he did
throughout his life."
The statement can be viewed here:
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Labor
%20Day%20Statement%202022_0.pdf
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Pope wants dialogue
with bishops about the
church's ministries
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) Fifty years have passed
since St. Paul VI instituted the ministries of lector
and acolyte, opening them to the laity, and Pope
Francis wants a formal "dialogue" with the world's
bishops' conferences to discuss their experiences
with the ongoing promotion of the church's ministries
so they foster unity and evangelization.
The pope made the proposal for dialogue in a
message published by the Vatican Aug. 24 and dated
Aug. 15 — the 50th anniversary of his predecessor's
apostolic letter, Ministeria quaedam." That document
from 1972 determined that "minor orders" be called
"ministries" and that these ministries — lector and
acolyte — be open to laymen and no longer reserved
only to candidates for ordination.
Since then, Pope Francis has instituted further
changes: amending canon law so women can be formally installed as lectors and acolytes, and instituting
the ministry of catechist as a formal office and vocation in the church.
In his message, the pope said these last two efforts "should not be interpreted as overriding previous doctrine, but as a further development made
possible because (the change) is based on the same
principles — consistent with the Second Vatican
Council's reflection — that inspired Ministeria quaedam."
Therefore, he wrote, "The best way to celebrate
today's significant anniversary is precisely to continue to deepen the reflection on ministries that St.
Paul VI initiated."
"Every ministry is a call by God for the good of
the community," Pope Francis wrote.
The Christian community is called to carefully
discern what the Holy Spirit is prompting in relation
to the concrete situation of each community, he
added.
"Every ministerial structure that arises from this
discernment is dynamic, lively and flexible, just like
the action of the Spirit," and each structure must
further deepen its roots in the Holy Spirit "to avoid
the risk that this dynamism become confusion, liveliness be reduced to extemporaneous improvisation
and flexibility turn into arbitrary and ideological
adaptations."
A ministry must be based on the firm foundation
that its origin is God working through the Holy Spirit
and its purpose is always the common good and the
building up of the community, he wrote.
"In order to be able to listen to the voice of the
Spirit and not halt the process — being careful not to
want to force (the process) by imposing choices that
are the fruit of ideological points of view — I believe
that it is useful to share experiences over these past
years, all the more so during this season of the synodal journey," Pope Francis wrote.
For this reason, the pope said he wanted to "initiate a dialogue on the topic (of the church's ministries)
with the bishops' conferences in order to be able to
share the richness of the ministerial experiences that
in these 50 years the church has lived." Details would
be coming later about the dialogue, which he wanted
to begin "in the coming months," he wrote.

Expulsions at the U.S.-Mexico border
on target to break record
By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — U.S. Customs and Border Protection is set to break
a record for border captures when the fiscal year ends at the end of September, as
the total number of apprehensions inched
closer to the 2 million mark at the end of
July.
"The large number of expulsions during the pandemic has contributed to a
higher-than-usual number of migrants
making multiple border crossing attempts,
which means that total encounters somewhat overstate the number of unique individuals arriving at the border, " said CBP
in an Aug. 15 news release.
Two Trump-era policies likely contributed to the apprehensions: Remain in
Mexico, or the Migrant Protection Protocols, kept asylum-seekers on the Mexico
side until their cases could be heard, and

Title 42 of the Public Health Safety Act,
has kept asylum-seekers from entering the
U.S. because of health concerns caused
by the coronavirus pandemic.
The Biden administration said Title
42 will continue but "Remain in Mexico"
is set to come to an end in a "quick, and
orderly, manner" after reaching the end of
almost two years of court battles seeking
its demise.
By the end of July, the border agency
reported that its agents had prevented migrants from entering on more than 1.8
million occasions. But they said the
number is high because one person can
make several attempts to cross, and therefore yield multiple apprehensions on
record.
Catholic organizations, including
communities of women religious, supporting migrants have protested both policies.
The Biden administration has been

sending a message to Latin Americans
that began with Vice President Kamala
Harris visiting Guatemala in June 2021,
saying: "Do not come."
CBP, in its news release, said it had
launched "a digital advertising campaign
to dissuade irregular migration by targeting the lies smugglers use to lure the vulnerable into a dangerous journey that
often ends in removal or death."
"These are among many actions we
are taking to reduce irregular migration
and dismantle the human smuggling operations that put these migrants in danger,"
it said.
Though the number of apprehensions
are high, the release said, July marked
"the second month in a row of decreased
encounters along the Southwest border.
While the encounter numbers remain
high, this is a positive trend and the first
two-month drop since October 2021,"
said CBP Commissioner Chris Magnus.
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Give them credit for being astute. Unconsciously, they
recognized the real threat, someone who is unarmed, nonviolent, and turning the other cheek.
However, turning the other cheek must be properly
understood. It is not a passive, submissive thing. The opposite. In giving this counsel, Jesus specifies that it be the
right cheek. Why this seemingly odd specification? Because he is referring to a culturally-sanctioned practice at
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the time where a superior could ritually slap an inferior
on the cheek with the intention not so much of inflicting
physical pain as to let the other person know his or her
place – I am your superior, know your place! The slap
was administered with the back of the right hand, facing
the other person, and thus would land on the other person’s right cheek. Now, in that posture, its true violence
would remain mostly hidden because it would look clean,
aesthetic, and as something culturally accepted.
However, if one were to turn the other cheek, the left
one, the violence would be exposed. How? First, because
now the slap would land awkwardly and look violent;
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second, the person receiving it would be sending a clear
signal. The change in posture would not only expose the
violence but it would also be saying, you can still slap
me, but not as a superior to an inferior; the old order is
over.
Disarmed and dangerous. To carry no weapon except
moral integrity is the ultimate threat to all that is not right.
--Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author. He can be contacted through
his website: www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.
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during Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month,
which is observed in May.
The component of "own voices" was important. In this case,
it meant having each Asian saint's story read by someone who
shared the same heritage. We had readers with Japanese, Korean,
Chinese, Hmong, Filipino and Vietnamese roots recording chapters from "Pray For Us."
At the end, each reader said "pray for us" in the saint's native
language. When the recordings were released on the app, I got
chills. Here were our voices, reading the stories of our saints.
This project touched me so deeply that I reached out to a
local artist, Kolbe Yang, and commissioned an image of all these
saints together in heaven. When I saw the finished piece, it was
like my blinders coming off again. It made me realize that our
Asian heroes of faith give us important connections to our past
and also provide us grounding as we journey through the integration of our Asian American identity and faith.
Like a true millennial, I started an Instagram account, @asiancatholicwoman, to document my own exploration at this intersection. I share my spiritual discoveries about Asian saints and
Asian Catholic church history, while also showing foods from
my culture and books that represent my family. My aim is to
share my story because it's our turn to start telling our stories. No
one else can tell our stories like we can.
--Sarah Hoyoung Ku is a mother of five and the creator behind
@asiancatholicwoman on Instagram, based out of Silicon Valley.

CNS ILLUSTRATION | COURTESY KOLBE YANG
This image is titled "Communion of Asian Saints" by Kolbe Yang. Pictured from left to right are Blessed
Peter Kasui Kibe, Blessed Paul Thoj Xyooj, Darwin Ramos, St. Columba Kim Hyo-Im, St. Magdalena Son
So-Byok, St. Agnes Kim Hyo-Ju, Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan and St. Mark Ji Tianxiang.
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with a bag of M&M's ready to go, the treat for after the uncomfortable nose swab.
We've adapted, and that's become our new normal.
And in that adaptation, in that figuring out what to do to
manage the chaos and survive in the mess, we've discovered that grace abounds all the more.
The Lord shows up in the most normal, ordinary and
usual of circumstances. But it's become clear to us that the
Lord shows off when things are anything but normal, and
when they're out of the ordinary and we're swimming in the
unusual.
Jesus stands up in the midst of the storms that rage
around us and cries out, "Peace, be still!" He enters into the
swirling mess and brings comfort and rest, and not just because he can, but because he wants to -- because he loves
us. Jesus calls us out onto that water, invites us to walk
through the storm with him, even when the ground beneath
us is liquid on which we could never stand on our own.
Longing for normalcy and ordinariness is entirely OK.
Who couldn't use a bit of rest and respite after these few
years we've all had. But embracing that there is nothing but
a new normal, and nothing may ever be ordinary again, is
just giving God permission to show up in bigger, more
beautiful, more grace filled ways than he may ever have before.
--Katie Prejean McGrady is an award-winning author,
podcaster and host of The Katie McGrady Show on Sirius
XM's The Catholic Channel. She lives in Lake Charles,
Lousiana, with her husband and daughters.

Continued from Page 17
concerned for maternal health
and well-being. This shared
concern may lead to legislation that protects both mother
and baby.
For the U.S. bishops, this
may be an opportunity to
move beyond the impression
that the church can only say
no. Now is the time for the
church to loudly say yes, taking its message to the pulpits,
press and legislatures in support of expanded financial aid
and health care for mothers
and children.
The abortion battle has
served the interests of both
parties in polarizing their political bases. Perhaps the
church can help bridge the divide, helping families and
communities while saving
lives.
--Erlandson, director and
editor-in-chief of Catholic
News Service, can be reached
at
gerlandson@catholicnews.com.
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instability and high inflation. There are
many people who are in a situation like
that of my grandmother and her peers
— food and housing insecurity are on
the rise, people are working themselves
to the bone to make ends meet, still
others are making unthinkable decisions
to provide for loved ones or pay down
debt. I am a bit ashamed that it's taken
such difficult circumstances in the country for me to count my many blessings.
Yet like others, my family is experiencing pain points that necessitate ingenuity. I have found myself making more
meatless dinners throughout the week
and basing them around whatever vegetables our garden has yielded on a given
day.
I've stretched my imagination to
come up with games that my children
can play in our yard or crafts they can
make with whatever spare supplies we
have in our junk drawer to save on gas
and "extras." I'm stitching more buttons
and seams than I have in the past, and
my husband and I are preparing to renovate our neighbors' 20-year-old swing
set in lieu of buying a new one.
These choices are the most prudent
for our finances and have the added
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bonus of being sustainable practices, but
they're also bearing fruit in our family
life. My husband and I are spending less
time in front of screens and more quality time talking over do-it-yourself projects.
My children and I are exploring the
contours of our yard, learning how to
listen attentively and practice careful
observation. And I'm reminiscing about
my childhood, making dishes that stir
up sweet memories of my grandmother
through all of my senses.
All of this is to say that the past few
years have forced me to focus on the essentials, both material and otherwise.
Getting back to basics — spending
quality, low-budget time with my husband and children, eating everything in
the refrigerator before the expiration
date hits, making crowd-pleasing meals
from what I've got before buying more
— it's all hearkening back to a time
when people recognized the difference
between needs and wants, essentials and
"nice-to-haves."
If there's a silver lining in these awfully stressful years, it's simplicity. And
while I hope things return to "normal" in
every sense, I'd be all right if that stuck.
--Elise Italiano Ureneck is a communications consultant and a columnist
for Catholic News Service.
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Local sports shooter competes with Team USA in Italy
Justin Chavez, an alumnus of St Ann’s
Catholic School in Midland and current
Angelo State University student, made the
2022 USA Junior FITASC Team. FITASC
stands for Fédération Internationale de Tir
aux Armes Sportives de Chasse, or International Shooting Federation of Hunting
Sports Weapons in English, and is similar to
clay pigeon shooting.
Justin and the team traveled to Orvieto,
Italy, to compete against the top junior
shooters in the world. Forty countries were
represented at this event. After four tough
days of competition through rugged terrain,
Junior Team USA earned the silver medal.
In the US, competitors are allowed golf
carts or UTVs to move from peg to peg; however, in Europe, competitors must walk
the entire course. Because of this, Chavez
added strength and conditioning training to
his already rigorous FITASC training schedule.
Of this experience, Chavez said “we had
a great experience. Our team faced some
tough competition, but as a team we were
able to earn the silver medal.”
What started as an accidental baseball
signup mishap landed Chavez in the 4H
shooting environment. Chavez has been
competing since the 3rd grade and currently
is a team member of the ASU Rams Clay
Target Team. His passion and drive have
taken him all over the country, and most recently Italy, as a Junior Team USA member.
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San Angelo pastor recognized by state KofC
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Father Santiago Udayar was awarded the prestigious Cardinal Medeiros Fellow Award by Knights of Columbus State Deputy Terry Fruge and local leaders Aug. 12, 2022. The funds generated from the Cardinal Medeiros Trust benefit Catholic education grants across Texas. His name will be engraved on the honor roll on
display at the state council office. Father Udayar is pastor of Holy Angels Parish in San Angelo and vicar general for the Diocese of San Angelo.

Housing for homeless pregnant women called 'beautiful work of compassion'
By Catholic News Service
LOS ANGELES (CNS) — Los Angeles Archbishop
José H. Gomez Aug. 19 described a new residence in
the city for homeless pregnant women and their children
as a "beautiful work of compassion and care for our
most vulnerable neighbors."
He took part in the blessing of Harvest Home's new
Pico Home.
"It is with great joy that we witness the opening of
Harvest Home's second residence for homeless pregnant
women and their children," he said.
"Let us continue to pray for these women and their
children and let us continue to commit ourselves to
building a Los Angeles where every life is cherished and
protected," the archbishop added.
Harvest Home provides case management, therapy,
parenting classes and more to homeless pregnant
women who have nowhere else to turn.
"Each year, Harvest Home transforms the lives of
up to 30 women and their families through its residential
program," said a news release about the organization.

The new residence is the 18-bedroom former St.
Mary Magdalen Convent for Sisters of the Holy Faith
and has been converted to serve up to 30 more women.
The Los Angeles Archdiocese made the building available for the residence.
"Nearly 5,000 pregnant women experience homelessness each year. Harvest Home stands in the gap to
provide vital housing and critical service to these pregnant women who are in crisis and have few options for
housing and support," said Sarah Wilson, executive director for Harvest Home.
"We are honored to open the Pico Home to triple our
reach," she said in statement. "Pregnant mothers are
equipped and empowered with the tools they need to
transition out of homelessness and create a flourishing
future for their families that impacts generations to
come."
She said the organization was "incredibly grateful"
to the archdiocese for making the former convent "available to bring this vision to life."
"It's a gift beyond what we could have ever imagined," she added.

CNS PHOTO | VICTOR ALEMAN, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES
Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles blesses Harvest
Home's new Pico Home Aug. 19, 2022, for homeless pregnant
women and their children. A Harvest Home spokesperson said
the organization provides case management, therapy, parenting
classes and other services to homeless pregnant women who
have nowhere else to turn.

