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Bishop Michael J. Sis ordained 14 new deacons for the Diocese of San Angelo at the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum at Howard College in Big Spring June 4, 2022.

14 deacons begin service in diocese
Bishop Michael J. Sis ordained 14
men as permanent deacons for the Diocese
of San Angelo in a Mass celebrated at the
Dorothy Garrett Coliseum on the Big
Spring campus of Howard College.
The new deacons and their assignments are as follows:

Deacon Billy Garcia
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Midland
Deacon Mike Hernandez
St. Ann Parish, Midland
Deacon Alonzo Landin
Holy Family Parish, Abilene

Deacon Eduardo Castillo
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Abilene

Deacon Pete Madrid
St. Mary Parish, San Angelo

Deacon Sergio Cedillo
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Midland

Deacon Alfonso Moreno
St. Joseph Parish, Odessa

Deacon Alexander Chick
San Miguel Arcángel Parish, Midland

Deacon Erick Morgado
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, San Angelo

Deacon Francisco Ocampo
St. Mary Parish, San Angelo
Deacon Bobby Porras
Holy Trinity Parish, Big Spring
Deacon Scott Randolph
St. Joseph Parish, Odessa
Deacon Johnny Rodriguez
St. Margaret of Scotland Parish, San Angelo
Deacon Stanley Sienkiewich
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Parish,
Junction

MSP priests receive
new assignments
The priests of the Missionary Servants of the Word (abbreviated MSP in
Spanish) serving in the Diocese of San
Angelo have received new assignments
from the head of their order in Mexico.
The assignments are effective July 1.
At Holy Redeemer Parish in
Odessa, current pastor Father Juan Fernando Bonilla-Sanchez, MSP, will depart the diocese. Father Angel Alfredo
Castro González, MSP, will become parochial administrator.
Father Ismael Velazco Ornelas,
MSP, will depart St. Joseph Parish in
San Angelo to begin assignment as parochial vicar at Holy Redeemer. In his
stead, a newly ordained priest, Father
Lázaro Hernández Hernández, MSP,
will join St. Joseph as parochial vicar.
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From the Bishop’s Desk

Our Eucharistic Revival begins now
Jason grew up in a good Catholic family in Texas. He
went to Mass regularly with his parents. He attended religious education in his vibrant local parish. He got confirmed with his classmates. He began to question his faith
in his last years in high school but was renewed in his
faith once he went to college. He considered himself to be
a faithful, committed Christian.
When he went to college at Texas A&M University, he
became increasingly active at the local campus ministry
parish where I served as pastor – St. Mary’s Catholic
Center. One night, at a fraternity party, Jason struck up a
casual conversation with a fellow Catholic student. They
got to talking about their faith, and she just happened to
mention something that took Jason by complete surprise.
She said that, in the Mass, the bread and wine actually become the body and blood of Jesus Christ.
Jason was astounded by her claim. He said, “I’ve been
a Catholic all my life, and I’ve never heard such a thing.
It’s just a symbol of Jesus; it doesn’t actually become his
body and blood.” She calmly smiled and suggested that he
look it up himself. That conversation marked a turning
point in Jason’s faith life.
He started to study more about his Catholic faith and
to attend some classes and Bible studies in our church. His
understanding of the faith grew by leaps and bounds. He
developed a strong, personal relationship with Jesus
Christ, which was nourished by the Eucharist and put into
action through service to others. After college, he served
as a NET missionary and entered the seminary to become
a Catholic priest, and now he is a wonderful pastor of one
of the largest Catholic parishes in the state of Texas, where
he helps thousands of people get closer to Jesus.
The trajectory of Jason’s life was profoundly impacted
by that friendly conversation at a frat party in college.
When that young woman opened his eyes to the truth of
the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, Jason set out
on a journey of faith that is now bringing many souls to
heaven.
Why do I share this story? Because when a person realizes the truth of the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, it is a life-changing discovery. This month, our
Catholic Church in the United States begins a three-year
Eucharistic Revival, seeking to help more people to have
an encounter with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist and to respond to him boldly.
THE GIFT
The Catholic Mass is a participation in the saving sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary. What we receive looks and tastes like a little wafer of bread and a sip
of regular wine, but it has been transformed into the real
body and blood of Christ. When the bread and wine are
consecrated by a validly ordained priest, the body, blood,
humanity, and divinity of Jesus Christ become really and
truly present, while retaining the appearance of bread and
wine.
The reality of the Eucharist is revealed in Scripture.
Jesus says in the Gospel of John, chapter 6: “The bread
that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world. … Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you do not have life within you. … For my flesh is
true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my
flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him” (Jn
6:51, 53, 55-56).
At the Last Supper, on the night before he died on the
cross for us, Jesus offered the first Eucharist. He showed
the bread and wine to his apostles and said, “This is my
Body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of
me. … This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which
will be shed for you” (Lk 22:19-20).
Belief in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist
has been the constant teaching of the church since the time

The Prayer Square

Prayer after
Holy Communion
By St. John Henry Newman
Dear Jesus, help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go. Flood our souls with your spirit and life.
Penetrate and possess our whole being, so utterly,
that our lives may be only a radiance of yours. Shine
through us, and be so in us, that every soul we come
in contact with may feel your presence in our soul. Let
them look up and see no longer us but only Jesus!
Stay with us, and then we shall begin to shine as you
shine; so to shine as to be a light to others; the light, O
Jesus, will be all from you; none of it will be ours; it will
be you, shining on others through us. Let us thus
praise you in the way you love best by shining on
those around us. Let us preach you without preaching,
not by words but by our example, by the catching
force, the sympathetic influence of what we do, the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear to you. Amen.

Bishop
Michael J. Sis
Diocese of
San Angelo

of Christ. The early patristic writers give clear testimony
to this belief, and the saints have echoed it throughout the
centuries. For example, St. John Vianney said, “Upon receiving Holy Communion, the adorable blood of Jesus
Christ really flows in our veins, and his flesh is really
blended with ours.”
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
Each Mass is a sharing in the one sacrifice of Jesus
Christ when he offered his life on the cross in Jerusalem in
A.D. 33. His sacrifice completes all the sacrifices of the
old covenant, and it surpasses all the sacrifices of all the
religions of the world. On the cross, God offered himself
as a sacrifice to wipe away the sins of all the human race.
There is no need for any other sacrifice after that.
Each Mass is not a new sacrifice distinct from the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. This is because, in God, there
are no limits of space or time. In God there is no past and
no future. All is now for God, whether we look at it as
happening in 2022, or A.D. 33, or A.D. 6000. It is all in
the present for God. So, what happens to God in any one
moment is happening always, eternally.
In our concept of time, we look back and say that the
death on the cross happened to Jesus in A.D. 33. But from
God’s perspective, that sacrifice is always happening right
now. In the Mass, we are plugging into that eternal dynamic in God. This means that, in the sacrifice of the
Mass, God continues to give himself in a perpetual sacrifice of love. Furthermore, the Mass is a foretaste of the
eternal banquet feast that awaits us in heaven.
When we are in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, we need to acknowledge, “This is Jesus Christ, who
gives his life for me. He pours out his blood for me. I need
to live my life in a way that appreciates that.”
THE RESPONSE
There is an intimate connection between receiving
Jesus Christ in the eucharistic liturgy and responding to
him by serving our fellow human beings in love. The Eucharist is the source and summit of the entire Christian
life. Our daily activity in the world leads up to the Eucharist and then flows from it. There is a dynamic interchange
in the life of a Catholic Christian, going from life to liturgy and from liturgy to life. Each one feeds into the
other. The Eucharist should spill over into the rest of our
lives.
Jesus Christ is present in the Blessed Sacrament in a
more powerful way than in anything else we do. We come
to the liturgy to receive his presence, and then we are
commissioned to carry his presence with us as we walk
out the door into our world that is so much in need of him.
From the Mass, we are sent forth into the world as disciples on a mission, filled with new life in the Spirit. Holy
Communion equips us to express in our lives the mystery
of Christ, and to show it to others by the way we live and
work.
After recognizing Our Lord in Holy Communion, we
must also be willing to recognize him in our neighbor in
need. The same faith that allows us to recognize the true
presence of Christ in the consecrated bread and wine of

the Eucharist also allows us to recognize Christ in our
neighbor, in the poor, the hungry, the homeless, the immigrant, the abused, the incarcerated, the sick, the elderly,
and in the members of our own families.
INTENTIONS
When we celebrate the Mass, we bring to the altar all
the needs of our family, our friends, and our brothers and
sisters around the world. It is spiritually beneficial for
each person at Mass to offer their participation in the Mass
for the spiritual support of someone who needs prayers.
The priest also offers the Mass for a particular intention,
applying the saving grace of the sacrifice of Christ to the
needs of people today. Anyone is welcome to contact their
local parish office and request that a Mass be celebrated
for a particular intention. The Mass is the most powerful
prayer we can offer.
INVITING OTHERS TO MASS
When we realize the truth of the real presence of
Christ in the Eucharist, we will naturally want to share this
good news, and bring others into this situation where they
can fall in love with Jesus who makes himself present to
us. This includes inviting people to come to Mass with us
from time to time. Jesus Christ, the host of the sacred
meal, appreciates it when we think enough of him to bring
others to meet him there.
OUR ALTAR CALL
When members of some other Christian churches have
revivals, there is a moment in the service when they have
an altar call. Those who wish to make a new spiritual
commitment to Jesus Christ are invited to come forward
publicly. In our Catholic Mass, we can also look upon the
communion procession as an altar call. When we come
forward to the altar to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, we
can renew our union with the Lord, make a new commitment to Christ, and say in the silence of our hearts that we
are not satisfied with a lukewarm, mediocre Christianity.
We want to follow Jesus completely, and we want to be
saints.
When the minister gives us Holy Communion and
says, “The body of Christ,” our response is a bold statement of faith. The Greek word “Amen” literally means
“truly” or “it is true.” Thus, when we say “Amen,” we are
making a personal statement of faith in the truth of what
the minister just said. This truly is the body of Christ.
CONCLUSION
I look forward to kicking off the Eucharistic Revival
in the Diocese of San Angelo with the Mass of the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ at Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Angelo at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 18,
2022. After Mass we will process with the Eucharist
through the streets of downtown as a public proclamation
of our Eucharistic faith. After the procession, Father Ryan
Rojo will offer a reflection on the Eucharist in the parish
hall of the cathedral, followed by Eucharistic Adoration
through the night.
The first year of our Eucharistic Revival, from June
2022 until June 2023, will be a diocesan year. The second
year, from June 2023 to July 2024, will be the parish year.
The final year, from July 2024 until Pentecost 2025, will
focus on outreach to the unchurched.
The gift of the Holy Eucharist is at the core of being a
Catholic Christian. It is a precious treasure, and we should
never take it for granted. As we live our Eucharistic Revival over the next three years, may God help us to share
this great gift with confidence, passion, and joy.

Bishops push gun control; some call mass
shootings 'pressing life issue'
By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Several U.S. bishops
spoke out against the easy accessibility to guns in the
country following a May 24 rampage that left at least 19
children and two of their elementary school teachers
dead in Uvalde, Texas.
"Don't tell me that guns aren't the problem, people
are. I'm sick of hearing it," Bishop Daniel E. Flores of
Brownsville, Texas, tweeted May 25. "The darkness first
takes our children who then kill our children, using the
guns that are easier to obtain than aspirin. We sacralize
death's instruments and then are surprised that death uses
them."
The comments came hours after Texas authorities
said an 18-year-old with two assault weapons evaded police after crashing his truck near an elementary school
close to the U.S-Mexico border and entered the school
building at around noon armed with what seemed to be a

rifle.
"There was several law enforcement that engaged the
suspect but he was able to make entry into the school
where he did go into several classrooms and, unfortunately, he did fire his firearm," Sgt. Erick Estrada, of
the Texas Department of Public Safety, told CNN late
May 24.
A Border Patrol unit subsequently arrived and one of
its officers shot and killed the shooter in the classroom
full of fourth graders.
In addition to the dead, reports say 15 children were
injured as well as the two law enforcement officers who
initially attempted to stop him. Authorities named Salvador Ramos as the shooter and said that prior to arriving at
the school, he shot his grandmother, who remains in the
hospital.
San Antonio Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller comforted families outside a local civic center in Uvalde as
See BISHOPS, Page 18

The Angelus

JUNE 2022

Page 3

Nuestro avivamiento eucarístico comienza ahora
Jason creció en una buena familia católica en Texas.
Iba a Misa frecuentemente con sus padres. Asistió a las
clases de catecismo en su vibrante parroquia local. Obtuvo
la confirmación con sus compañeros. Comenzó a cuestionar su fe en sus últimos años en la escuela secundaria
pero su fe se renovó una vez que fue a la universidad. Se
consideraba un cristiano fiel y comprometido.
Cuando fue a la universidad en Texas A&M, se volvió
cada vez más activo en la parroquia universitaria donde yo
serví como párroco – el Centro Católico de St. Mary. Una
noche, en una fiesta de una fraternidad, Jason entabló una
conversación informal con una compañera de estudios que
también era católica. Comenzaron a hablar sobre su fe, y
ella mencionó algo que tomó a Jason por sorpresa. Ella dijo
que, en la Misa, el pan y el vino en realidad se convierten
en el cuerpo y la sangre de Jesucristo.
Jason se asombró por su afirmación. Él dijo: “He sido
católico toda mi vida y nunca había escuchado tal cosa. Es
solo un símbolo de Jesús; en realidad no se convierte en su
cuerpo y sangre”. Ella sonrió con calma y sugirió que él
mismo lo estudiara. Esa conversación marcó un punto de
inflexión en la vida de fe de Jason.
Empezó a estudiar más sobre su fe católica y a asistir a
algunas clases y estudios bíblicos en nuestra iglesia. Su
comprensión de la fe creció a pasos agigantados. Desarrolló
una fuerte relación personal con Jesucristo, que fue alimentada por la Eucaristía y puesta en acción a través del servicio a los demás. Después de la universidad, sirvió como
misionero de NET e ingresó al seminario para el sacerdocio
católico, y ahora es un párroco maravilloso de una de las
parroquias católicas más grandes del estado de Texas,
donde ayuda a miles de personas a acercarse a Jesús.
La trayectoria de la vida de Jason quedó profundamente impactada por esa conversación amistosa en una fiesta de una fraternidad a la universidad. Cuando esa joven
le abrió los ojos a la verdad de la presencia real de Cristo en
la Eucaristía, Jason emprendió un camino de fe que ahora
está llevando muchas almas al cielo.
¿Por qué comparto esta historia? Porque cuando una
persona se da cuenta de la verdad de la presencia real de
Cristo en la Eucaristía, es un descubrimiento que cambia su
vida. Este mes, nuestra Iglesia Católica en los Estados Unidos inicia un Avivamiento Eucarístico de tres años, tratando de ayudar a más personas a tener un encuentro con
Jesucristo en la Eucaristía y responderle con valentía.
EL DON
La Misa Católica es una participación en el sacrificio
salvador de Jesucristo en la cruz del Calvario. Lo que recibimos parece y sabe como una pequeña oblea de pan y un
sorbo de vino regular, pero ha sido transformado en el verdadero cuerpo y sangre de Cristo. Cuando el pan y el vino
son consagrados por un sacerdote válidamente ordenado, el
cuerpo, la sangre, la humanidad, y la divinidad de Jesucristo se hacen real y verdaderamente presentes, conservando la apariencia de pan y vino.
La realidad de la Eucaristía se revela en la Escritura.
Jesús dice en el Evangelio de Juan, capítulo 6: “El pan que
yo daré es mi carne, y la daré para vida del mundo. …Si no
comen la carne del Hijo del Hombre, y no beben su sangre,
no viven de verdad. ... Porque mi carne es comida verdadera, y mi sangre es bebida verdadera. El que come mi carne
y bebe mi sangre permanece en mí y yo en él” (Jn 6:51, 53,
55-56).
En la Última Cena, la noche antes de morir en la cruz
por nosotros, Jesús ofreció la primera Eucaristía. Mostró el
pan y el vino a sus apóstoles y dijo: “Esto es mi cuerpo, el
que es entregado por ustedes. Hagan esto en memoria mía.
… Esta copa es la alianza nueva sellada con mi sangre, que
va a ser derramada por ustedes” (Lc 22:19-20).
Creer en la presencia real de Cristo en la Eucaristía ha
sido la enseñanza constante de la iglesia desde los tiempos
de Cristo. Los primeros escritores patrísticos dan un claro
testimonio de esta creencia, y los santos se han hecho eco

los encarcelados, los enfermos, los ancianos, y en los
miembros de nuestras propias familias.

Obispo
Michael J. Sis
Diócesis de
San Ángelo

de ella a lo largo de los siglos. Por ejemplo, San Juan Vianney dijo: “Al recibir la Sagrada Comunión, la sangre adorable de Jesucristo realmente fluye por nuestras venas, y su
carne realmente se mezcla con la nuestra.”
PASADO, PRESENTE, Y FUTURO
Cada Misa es una participación en el único sacrificio de
Jesucristo cuando ofreció su vida en la cruz en Jerusalén en
A.D. 33. Su sacrificio completa todos los sacrificios de la
antigua alianza y supera todos los sacrificios de todas las
religiones del mundo. En la cruz, Dios se ofreció a sí
mismo como sacrificio para borrar los pecados de toda la
raza humana. No hay necesidad de ningún otro sacrificio
después de eso.
Cada Misa no es un nuevo sacrificio distinto del sacrificio de Jesús en la cruz. Esto se debe a que, en Dios, no hay
límites de espacio ni de tiempo. En Dios no hay pasado ni
futuro. Todo es ahora para Dios, ya sea que lo veamos
como si sucediera en el 2022, o A.D. 33, o A.D. 6000. Todo
está en el presente para Dios. Entonces, lo que le sucede a
Dios en un momento dado, le sucede siempre, eternamente.
En nuestro concepto del tiempo, miramos hacia atrás y
decimos que la muerte en la cruz le sucedió a Jesús en el
año A.D. 33. Pero desde la perspectiva de Dios, ese sacrificio siempre está sucediendo en este momento presente. En
la Misa, nos conectamos a esa dinámica eterna en Dios.
Esto significa que, en el sacrificio de la Misa, Dios continúa entregándose en un perpetuo sacrificio de amor. Además, la Misa es un anticipo del banquete eterno que nos
espera en el cielo.
Cuando estamos en presencia del Santísimo Sacramento, debemos reconocer, “Este es Jesucristo, que da su
vida por mí. Él derrama su sangre por mí. Necesito vivir mi
vida de una manera que aprecie eso.”
LA RESPUESTA
Hay una conexión íntima entre recibir a Jesucristo en la
liturgia eucarística y responderle sirviendo a nuestros semejantes con amor. La Eucaristía es la fuente y cumbre de
toda la vida cristiana. Nuestra actividad diaria en el mundo
conduce a la Eucaristía y luego fluye de ella. Hay un intercambio dinámico en la vida de un cristiano católico, que va
de la vida a la liturgia y de la liturgia a la vida. Cada uno
alimenta al otro. La Eucaristía debe extenderse al resto de
nuestras vidas.
Cristo Jesús está presente en el Santísimo Sacramento
de una manera más poderosa que en cualquier otra cosa que
hagamos. Venimos a la liturgia para recibir su presencia, y
luego se nos encarga llevar su presencia con nosotros mientras salimos por la puerta a nuestro mundo que tanto lo
necesita. De la Misa, somos enviados al mundo como discípulos en misión, llenos de nueva vida en el Espíritu. La
Sagrada Comunión nos equipa para expresar en nuestras
vidas el misterio de Cristo y mostrárselo a los demás por la
forma en que vivimos y trabajamos.
Después de reconocer a Nuestro Señor en la Sagrada
Comunión, también debemos estar dispuestos a reconocerlo
en nuestro prójimo necesitado. La misma fe que nos permite reconocer la verdadera presencia de Cristo en el pan y
el vino consagrados de la Eucaristía también nos permite
reconocer a Cristo en nuestro prójimo, en los pobres, los
hambrientos, los sin techo, los inmigrantes, los maltratados,

Obispos impulsan control de armas
tras ataque en Uvalde
Por Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Varios obispos de Estados
Unidos se pronunciaron en contra del fácil acceso a
armas en el país tras un ataque el 24 de mayo que resultó
en la muerte de al menos 19 niños y dos de sus maestros
de escuela primaria en Uvalde, Texas.
"No me digan que las armas no son el problema, que
la gente lo es. Estoy harto de escucharlo", tuiteó el
obispo Daniel E. Flores de Brownsville, Texas, el 25 de
mayo. "La oscuridad primero se lleva a nuestros hijos y
luego mata a nuestros hijos, usando armas más fáciles de
conseguir que la aspirina. Sacralizamos los instrumentos
de la muerte y luego nos sorprendemos de que la muerte
los use".
Estos comentarios se produjeron horas después de
que autoridades en Texas dijeron que un joven de 18
años con dos armas de fuego evadió a la policía después
de chocar su camioneta cerca de una escuela primaria —

situada cerca de la frontera entre Estados Unidos y México — y entró al recinto escolar alrededor del mediodía
armado con lo que parecía ser un rifle.
"Hubo varios agentes de las fuerzas de seguridad que
se enfrentaron al sospechoso, pero pudo ingresar a la escuela donde entró en varias aulas y, desafortunadamente,
disparó su arma de fuego", indicó a CNN el sargento
Erick Estrada, del Departamento de Seguridad Pública de
Texas, el 24 de mayo.
Posteriormente llegó una unidad de la Patrulla Fronteriza y uno de sus oficiales disparó y mató al tirador,
quien se encontraba en un salón de clases repleto de estudiantes de cuarto grado.
Además de los fallecidos, informes dicen que 15
niños resultaron heridos, así como dos agentes de la ley
que inicialmente intentaron detenerlo. Las autoridades
identificaron a Salvador Ramos como el tirador y dijeron
que antes de llegar a la escuela, le disparó a su abuela,
Véase OBISPOS, Página 18

INTENCIONES
Cuando celebramos la Misa, llevamos al altar todas las
necesidades de nuestra familia, nuestros amigos, y nuestros
hermanos y hermanas de todo el mundo. Es espiritualmente
beneficioso para cada persona en la Misa ofrecer su participación en la Misa para el apoyo espiritual de alguien que
necesita oraciones. El sacerdote también ofrece la Misa por
una intención particular, aplicando la gracia salvadora del
sacrificio de Cristo a las necesidades de las personas de
hoy. Cualquier persona puede ponerse en contacto con la
oficina de su parroquia local y solicitar que se celebre una
Misa por una intención particular. La Misa es la oración
más poderosa que podemos ofrecer.
INVITAR A OTROS A MISA
Cuando nos demos cuenta de la verdad de la presencia
real de Cristo en la Eucaristía, naturalmente querremos
compartir esta buena noticia y llevar a otros a esta situación
en la que pueden enamorarse de Jesús, quien se hace presente para nosotros. Esto incluye invitar a otros a venir a
Misa con nosotros de vez en cuando. Jesucristo, el anfitrión
de la comida sagrada, lo aprecia cuando pensamos lo suficiente en él para traer a otros a su encuentro allí.
NUESTRO LLAMADO AL ALTAR
Cuando los miembros de otras iglesias cristianas tienen
avivamientos, hay un momento en el servicio cuando tienen
un llamado al altar. Aquellos que deseen hacer un nuevo
compromiso espiritual con Jesucristo están invitados a presentarse públicamente. En nuestra Misa Católica, también
podemos considerar la procesión de la comunión como un
llamado al altar. Cuando nos acercamos al altar para recibir
a Jesús en la Eucaristía, podemos renovar nuestra unión con
el Señor, hacer un nuevo compromiso con Cristo, y decir en
el silencio de nuestros corazones que no nos conformamos
con un cristianismo mediocre y tibio. Queremos seguir
completamente a Jesús, y queremos ser santos.
Cuando el ministro nos da la Sagrada Comunión y dice,
“El cuerpo de Cristo,” nuestra respuesta es una audaz declaración de fe. La palabra griega “Amén” significa literalmente “verdaderamente” o “es verdad.” Por lo tanto,
cuando decimos “Amén,” estamos haciendo una declaración personal de fe en la verdad de lo que acaba de decir el
ministro. Esto verdaderamente es el cuerpo de Cristo.
CONCLUSIÓN
Espero dar inicio al Avivamiento Eucarístico en la
Diócesis de San Ángelo con la Misa de la Solemnidad del
Cuerpo y la Sangre de Cristo en la Catedral del Sagrado
Corazón en San Ángelo a las 4:00 p.m. el sábado, 18 de
junio de 2022. Después de la Misa procesionaremos con la
Eucaristía por las calles del centro como proclamación pública de nuestra fe Eucarística. Después de la procesión, el
Padre Ryan Rojo ofrecerá una reflexión sobre la Eucaristía
en el salón parroquial de la catedral, seguida de Adoración
Eucarística durante la noche.
El primer año de nuestro Avivamiento Eucarístico,
desde junio de 2022 hasta junio de 2023, será un año diocesano. El segundo año, de junio de 2023 a julio de 2024,
será el año parroquial. El último año, desde julio de 2024
hasta Pentecostés 2025, se centrará en el alcance a los que
no tienen iglesia.
El don de la Sagrada Eucaristía está en el centro de ser
un cristiano católico. Es un tesoro precioso, y nunca debemos darlo por sentado. Mientras vivimos nuestro Avivamiento Eucarístico durante los próximos tres años, que
Dios nos ayude a compartir este gran regalo con confianza,
pasión, y alegría.

Espacio de Oración

Oración después de la
Sagrada Comunión
del San John Henry Newman
Jesús mío: ayúdame a esparcir tu fragancia donde quiera que vaya; inunda mi alma con tu espíritu y tu vida;
llena todo mi ser y toma de él posesión de tal manera
que mi vida no sea en adelante sino una irradiación de la
tuya. Quédate en mi corazón en una unión tan íntima
que quienes tengan contacto conmigo puedan sentir en
mí tu presencia; y que al mirarme olviden que yo existo y
no piensen sino en ti. Quédate conmigo. Así podré convertirme en luz para los otros. Esa luz, oh Jesús, vendrá
toda de ti; ni uno solo de sus rayos será mío. Te serviré
apenas de instrumento para que tú ilumines a las almas
a través de mí. Déjame alabarte en la forma que te es
más agradable: llevando mi lámpara encendida para disipar las sombras en el camino de otras almas. Déjame
predicar tu nombre sin palabras. Con mi ejemplo, con mi
fuerza de atracción con la sobrenatural influencia de mis
obras, con la fuerza evidente del amor que mi corazón
siente por ti. Amén.
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CALENDARS
Please pray for our clergy

Bishop’s Calendar
Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar.
325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

June
1
1
1
2
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Deacon John Specht (O — 1995)
Rev. Santiago Udayar (B)
Rev. Joseph Uecker (O — 1968)
Rev. Yesuratnam Mulakaleti (B)
Rev. Ruben Covos (O — 2006)
Rev. Tony Franco (O — 2016)
Deacon Rogelio Ibarra (O — 1995)
Rev. Ariel Lagunilla (O — 2006)
Deacon Gerald Schwalb (O — 1995)
Rev. Patrick Akpanobong (O — 2011)
Deacon Eduardo Castillo (O — 2022)
Deacon Sergio Cedillo (O — 2022)
Deacon Alexander Chick (O — 2022)
Deacon Billy Garcia (O — 2022)
Deacon Mike Hernandez (O — 2022)
Deacon Alonzo Landin (O — 2022)
Deacon Pete Madrid (O — 2022)
Deacon Alfonso Moreno (O — 2022)
Deacon Erick Morgado (O — 2022)
Deacon Francisco Ocampo (O —
2022)
4 Deacon Bobby Porras (O — 2022)
4 Deacon Scott Randolph (O — 2022)
4 Deacon Johnny Rodriguez (O — 2022)
4 Deacon Stanley Sienkiewich (O —
2022)
4 Rev. Prem Thumma (O — 2011)
5 Deacon Frankie Aguirre (O — 2010)
5 Rev. Msgr. Robert Bush (O — 1969)
5 Deacon Alfred Camarillo (O — 2010)
5 Rev. Frank Chavez (O — 1976)
5 Deacon Antero Gonzalez (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Walter Hammons (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Leonard Hendon ( O — 2010)
5 Deacon Dwain Hennessey (O — 2010)
5 Rev. Steven Hicks (O — 1982)
5 Deacon Daniel Holguin (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Allan Lange (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Miguel Lopez (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Marc Main (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Luis Mata (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Marcos Mata (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Federico Medina (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Hector Mendez (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Robert Moreno (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Jesus Napoles (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Reynaldo Nuñez (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Victor Ramirez (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Gary Rhodes (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Claudio Sanchez (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Robert Selvera (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Daniel Shannahan (O —
2010)
5 Deacon Ricardo Torres (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Daniel Vaughan (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Luis Villarreal (O — 2010)
5 Deacon David Workman (O — 2010)
5 Deacon Steven Zimmerman (O —
2010)
7 Deacon Gary Brooks (O — 2003)
7 Rev. Ray Corr, OP (D — 2005)
8 Rev. Juan Lopez – (O — 2013)
8 Rev. Felix Cubelo (D — 2007)
8 Rev. Innocent Eziefule (O — 2013)
8 Rev. Lorenzo Hatch (B)
8 Rev. Lorenzo Hatch (O — 2013)
8 Rev. Sam Matthiesen (O — 2013)
8 Rev. Francis Onyekozuru (O — 2013)
8 Rev. Angel Castro Gonzales (O —
2013)
9 Rev. Reggie Odima (O — 2018)
9 Rev. Freddy Perez (O — 2018)
10 Rev. Joshua Grey (O — 2017)
10 Rev. Timothy Hayter (O — 2017)
15 Rev. Msgr. Larry Droll (O — 1973)
15 Rev. John Kuehner (B)

Continued, Page 5
B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination
D = Date of Death

June 2022

July 2022

1
4

5

SONORA, St. Ann, Confirmation Mass at 6:00 p.m.
BIG SPRING, Howard College, Ordination of Permanent Deacons at 10:30 a.m.
4
SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Confirmation Mass at
6:00 p.m.
5
CARLSBAD, St. Therese, Confirmation Mass at 11:00
a.m.
5
SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Confirmation Mass at 6:00 p.m.
10
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Joint meeting of Finance Council and Presbyteral Council at
11:00 a.m., Presbyteral Council at 2:00 p.m.
11
ODESSA, St. Mary, Confirmation Mass at 10:00 a.m.
11
BIG SPRING, Holy Trinity, Confirmation Mass at 5:00
p.m.
12
BRONTE, St. James, Dedication of New Altar at 8:00
a.m.
12–17 SAN DIEGO, USCCB Assembly meeting
18
SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mass
to begin diocesan year of Eucharistic Revival at 4:00
p.m., followed by Eucharistic Procession
19
COLORADO CITY, St. Ann, Confirmation Mass at
10:30 a.m.
21
SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Parish
Staff Development Day
23–26 CHICAGO, Young Adult Journeying Together Event
26
SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, 40th Anniversary Mass of
Fr. Charles Greenwell at 4:00 p.m.
29
SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Summer Deanery Days
of Reflection by Bishop Mario Avilés, Auxiliary Bishop
of Brownsville

SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priestly Life
& Formation Committee meeting at 11:00 a.m.
9
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Cursillo
Leadership Summer meeting at 10:00 a.m.
10
ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Installation of Pastor Fr. Joe Barbieri at 11:00 a.m.
10
ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Special Needs
Mass at 4:00 p.m.
14
SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Teen
ACTS at 7:00 p.m.
15–16 SAN MARCOS, State Council Knights of Columbus
17
SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Installation of Pastor Fr.
Santiago Udayar at 11:00 a.m.
18–22 TYLER, Annual meeting of Hermanamiento with Honduran dioceses
24
MIDKIFF, St. Thomas, Dedication of New Altar at 8:00
a.m.
25
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan
Liturgical Commission meeting at 1:30 p.m.
26
SAN ANGELO, Presbyteral Council meeting at 11:00
a.m.
28
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Pension Plan Committee meeting at 2:00 p.m.
29
ABILENE, Sacred Heart, Mass for Diocesan Charismatic Conference at 7:00 p.m.
31
ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Mass for 40th Anniversary of Parish at 12:30 p.m.

Christ the King
Retreat Center
June 2022
16–19 Girls’ Chrysalis
21
Parish Staff Development Day
July 2022

4

CKRC Offices Closed in observance
of Independence Day
6
DOSA Staff Meeting, Mass & Lunch
13–17 Teen ACTS
21–24 Women's Walk to Emmaus
28–31 Boys’ Chrysalis
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24 Rev. Msgr. Maurice Voity (O —
15 Deacon Luis Mata (B)
15 Rev. Bhaskar Morogudi (B)
16 Rev. Juan Fernando Bonilla (O —
17
18
18
18
19
20
20
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23

2012)
Rev. Barry McLean (D — 2012)
Deacon Frankie Aguirre (B)
Rev. Steven Hicks (B)
Rev. John Lucassen (D — 1993)
Deacon Francisco Ocampo (B)
Rev. Serafin Avenido (O — 1977)
Deacon William Smith (D — 2003)
Rev. Ruben Covos (B)
Rev. Msgr. Alvin Wilde (D — 1996)
Rev. Ismael Velazco (B)
Deacon Thomas Collier (O —
2018)
Deacon Andrew Davis (O — 2018)
Deacon Thomas Flores (O —
2018)
Deacon Jose Gallegos (O — 2018)
Deacon Edward Gonzalez (O —
2018)
Deacon Joel Gutierrez (O — 2018)
Deacon Jesse Martinez (O —
2018)
Deacon David Mendez (O — 2018)
Deacon Orlando Mendoza (O —
2018)
Deacon Alan Pelzel (O — 2018)
Deacon Juan Rangel (O — 2018)
Deacon Floyd Schwartz (O —
2018)
Deacon Ronald Stegenga (O —
2018)
Deacon Jose Villagrana (O —
2018)
Deacon Bobby Wright Jr. (O —

1979)

2

25 Rev. Bill DuBuisson, OMI (D —
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
30

2015)
Deacon Victor Belman (O — 2004)
Deacon William Brady (O — 2004)
Deacon Bill Butler (O — 2004)
Deacon Abel Fernandez (O —
2004)
Deacon Flabio Franco (O — 2004)
Deacon Paul Hinojos (O — 2004)
Deacon Charles Lambert (O —
2004)
Deacon Victor Lopez (O — 2004)
Deacon Mike Medina (O — 2004)
Deacon Jesse Ortiz (O — 2004)
Deacon Harry Pelto (O — 2004)
Deacon Alexander Perez (O —
2004)
Deacon Salvador Primera (O —
2004)
Deacon Reuben Reyes (O —
2004)
Deacon Fidel Saldivar (O — 2004)
Deacon Felix Segura (O — 2004)
Deacon Alex Sosa (O — 2004)
Deacon Sador Sotelo (O — 2004)
Deacon Clemente Villa (O — 2004)
Deacon Ignacio Villa (O — 2004)
Rev. Tom Barley (B)
Bishop Stephen Leven (D — 1983)
Deacon Joseph Lopez (D — 2021)
Deacon Marc Main (B)
Rev. Joseph Ogbonna (O — 2002)
Rev. Richard Regan (O — 1985)
Rev. Ismael Velazco (O — 2019)
Deacon Fidel Saldivar (B)

2
4
4
5
5
5
6
7
7
10
12
14
14
17
17
17
17
19
19
21
22
25
26
27
27
27
27
28
29
31

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San
Angelo is firmly committed to creating
and maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and vulnerable adults. If you or someone you
know has been sexually abused by
anyone who serves the Church, and you
need a place to talk with someone
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt
by the Church, we are here to help you.
To report incidents, call Lori Hines,
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 325374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese of
San Angelo, Victim Assistance Mini-

stry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, TX
76902. If the incident occurred outside
this diocese, our Victim Assistance Coordinator will assist in bringing your
concern to the attention of the appropriate diocese. Please keep in mind that
one always has the right to report abuse
to civil authorities, and civil law requires that any abuse of a minor must
be reported. To report about a bishop,
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting
Service can be accessed by visiting ReportBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800276-1562 (national hotline).

Rev. Bernard Degan, CM (D —
2001)
Deacon Floyd Frankson (D — 1992)
Rev. Msgr. Charles Dvorak (D —
1963)
Deacon Michael Kahlig (B)
Rev. Msgr.Robert Bush (B)
Rev. Ray Wilhelm, OMI (D — 2006)
Rev. Joseph Ogbonna (B)
Deacon Gary Rhodes (B)
Rev. Guy Kagere (O — 2002)
Deacon Alex Sosa (B)
Rev. Emil J. Gerlich (D — 1969)
Rev. Michael Udegbunam (O —
1981)
Deacon Joel Gutierrez (B)
Deacon Bobby Wright (B)
Deacon Andrew Davis (B)
Rev. Tony Franco (B)
Deacon Enrique Martinez (B)
Rev. George Varakukala (D —
2020)
Rev. Msgr. Andrew Marthaler (D —
1984)
Bishop Michael Sis (O — 1986)
Rev. Michael Rodriguez (B)
Bishop Thomas J. Drury (D —
1992)
Deacon Abel Campos (D — 2002)
Deacon José Rosales (D — 2000)
Rev. Joe Barbieri (B)
Rev. John Kuehner (O — 2003)
Deacon Victor Lopez (B)
Deacon Scott Randolph (B)
Rev. Frank Chavez (B)
Deacon Jesus Napoles (B)
Deacon Ignacio Villa (B)

Upcoming
Special Collections
Parishes in Need
June 12, 2022
This local collection supports a fund that can
be disbursed to parishes in the Diocese of
San Angelo in times of great need.

Peter’s Pence
June 26, 2022
This special collection for the Holy Father
supports the pope’s philanthropic efforts and
administrative costs of the Holy See.

Honduran Partnership Dioceses
July 17, 2022
Funds collected will be used to support the
Dioceses of La Ceiba and San Pedro Sula,
our sister dioceses in Honduras.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo
está firmemente comprometida a crear y
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables.
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cualquier
persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y necesita
un lugar para hablar con alguien sobre sus
sentimientos de traición o herido por la
Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayudarle. Para
reportar incidentes, llame a Lori Hines,
Coordinadora de Asistencia a Víctimas,
325-374-7609 (celular), o escriba a la
Diócesis de San Ángelo, Ministerio de
Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 1829, San

Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intérprete de español está disponible. Si el incidente ocurrió
fuera de esta diócesis, nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a Victimas le ayudará a
traer su preocupación a la atención de la
diócesis correspondiente. Por favor, tenga
en cuenta que uno siempre tiene el derecho de reportar el abuso a las autoridades
civiles, y la ley civil requiere que cualquier
abuso de un menor de edad debe ser reportado. Para reportar sobre un obispo, se
puede acceder al Servicio de Reportes de
Abuso de Obispos Católicos visitando ReportBishopAbuse.org o llamando al 800276-1562 (línea directa nacional).
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Priests celebrate landmark anniversaries
We congratulate and pray for these men. All are celebrating at least 40 years as a priest this summer.

45 YEARS

60 YEARS

40 YEARS

60 YEARS

Father Serafin Avenido
Ordained June 20, 1977

Msgr. James Bridges
Ordained May 26, 1962

Father Charles Greenwell
Ordained May 27, 1982

Msgr. Bernard Gully
Ordained May 29, 1962

40 YEARS

55 YEARS

50 YEARS

Father Steve Hicks
Ordained June 5, 1982

Msgr. Fred Nawarskas
Ordained May 27, 1967

Father Mark Woodruff
Ordained May 27, 1972

Catholic Charitable Foundation
awards $128,162 in grants

By Lois Folger
President of the Board of Trustees
Catholic Charitable Foundation
The Catholic Charitable Foundation completed its
annual grant process in April, awarding $128,162 to
support 30 Catholic organizations in the San Angelo
Diocese. Grants to parishes, schools, and ministries included awards to repair buildings and grounds; to replace heating and cooling systems; to install pew
cushions, signage, and security cameras; and to provide tables and chairs, new liturgical vestments, educational supplies, training and RCIA materials.
The grants are funded by the foundation’s unrestricted endowment and the amount represents almost
a 50% increase over grants awarded in 2021. The increase is attributed to investment appreciation and the
generosity of donors to the foundation. The endowment funds are invested according to U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops Investment Guidelines.
The Catholic Charitable Foundation helps develop
the financial resources necessary to support, serve, and
benefit the pastoral and charitable activities of the
Roman Catholic Church in the Diocese of San Angelo.
The foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization
and all contributions are tax deductible. Contributions
in any amount can be made to the unrestricted fund. If
you are interested in making more grants available for
our diocese or in providing long-term stability for a
specific parish, school, or ministry, please visit the
foundation’s website at www.catholicfoundationsanangelo.org.
2022 Grant Recipients
Angelo Catholic School in San Angelo: $5,000

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in San Angelo:
$5,000
Catholic Outreach in San Angelo: $5,000
Diocesan Hispanic Ministry in San Angelo: $5,000
Good Shepherd in Sheffield: $5,000
Holy Cross Catholic High School in Midland:
$5,000
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in Odessa:
$5,000
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Sweetwater:
$5,000
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Fort Stockton: $1,000
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Midland: $3,500
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Ozona:
$4,000
Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Mission in Merkel:
$5,000
Rome Boys in Rowena: $1,162
Sacred Heart Church in Abilene: $4,000
Sacred Heart Church in Menard: $5,000
St. Ambrose Parish in Wall: $4,000
St. Ann's Catholic School in Midland: $3,000
St. Charles Catholic Church in Eden: $5,000
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Odessa: $4,000
St. Francis Catholic Church in Iraan: $5,000
St. Francis of Assisi in Abilene: $5,000
St. Francis Xavier Mission in Melvin: $4,000
St. Joseph Catholic Church in San Angelo: $4,500
St. Margaret of Cortona in Big Lake: $5,000
St. Mary Church in San Angelo: $4,000
St. Mary Star of the Sea in Ballinger: $2,500
St. Paschal Mission in Sterling City: $5,000
St. Patrick Catholic Church in Brady: $5,000
St. Theresa Catholic Church in Junction: $5,000
St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store in Abilene: $3,500

A Sacred Heart
summer of celebration
The Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart is celebrating its first
patronal feast day in recent memory on Friday, June 24, the Solemnity
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The eight days leading up to this feast
will be filled with special events culminating in the Sacred Heart
Summer Celebration.
The first event is a holy hour for the holy priesthood on Thursday,
June 16 at 6:30 p.m., the traditional date of the Solemnity of Corpus
Christi. But where it is not a holy day of obligation, as in the United
States, this solemnity is transferred to the following Sunday. On that
day this year, the USCCB launches its three-year National Eucharistic
Revival. To inaugurate events for the Diocese of San Angelo, Bishop
Sis will offer the 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass, Saturday, June 18, then lead a
eucharistic procession on a route that will traverse the downtown
streets and include with Benediction at the statue of The Lady in Blue,
Venerable Sor Maria de Ágreda. Upon return to the Cathedral and the
conclusion of a period of adoration, Father Ryan Rojo will give a presentation in the cathedral gym on the Eucharist and Real Presence. An
all-night vigil of eucharistic adoration will continue in the cathedral
with Benediction before the 10:00 a.m. Mass Sunday morning.
From June 20 to 24, Totus Tuus will lead a summer youth camp.
This well-trained team of seminarians and college students is giving
one-week programs for students and teens at churches around the diocese this summer. Totus Tuus uses engaging methods to share the Gospel and promote the Catholic faith through evangelization, catechesis,
Christian witness, and eucharistic worship. Prayer, focusing on the luminous mysteries, is this year's theme. All are welcome at the program's Family Night on Thursday, June 23, the Solemnity of the
Nativity of St. John the Baptist, that features a midsummer night bonfire. Totus Tuus sessions at the Cathedral are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for
children entering grades 1 to 6, and 7:30 p.m. - 9:45 p.m. for teens entering grades 7 to 12, at the cost of $15 per student. Registration is still
open at https://sanangelocathedral.org/totus-tuus.
The Sacred Heart Summer Celebration on Friday, June 24 serves
as the capstone of the parish's week. It begins with a 6:00 p.m. eucharistic procession led by the cathedral rector, Father Lorenzo Hatch,
and is followed by a 6:30 p.m. Mass. The 7:30 pm block party will include bounce houses, live music, food trucks, bingo, a silent auction,
and a $20,000 first prize raffle drawing, with a $5,000 second prize,
and a $3,000 third prize. Raffle proceeds will help to fund the
$500,000 repair and restoration project of the cathedral's historic windows. The $20 raffle tickets can be purchased online at
https://go.rallyup.com/sacathedral/Campaign/Details or picked up at
the parish office, Trudo's Religious Store, and Henry's Diner. Come
join in the celebration events and support your cathedral, the mother
church of the diocese! For additional information, visit www.sanangelocathedral.org or call 325-658-6567, Monday through Thursday.
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Who would want to teach religious education?
“Religious education? I can’t teach
that! I’m not a teacher!” I was telling myself this over 20 years ago as I felt the obligation to take part in a program my four
children would be going through over
many years. I did not want to teach religious education, but the feeling of obligation persisted. I finally came to terms with
volunteering, albeit begrudgingly, in the
elementary program my children had
begun. “Fifth grade! I can’t teach the oldest students in the program! I’m scared to
do that,” were my thoughts when I was assigned the highest grade in the program.
Yikes. How am I going to pull this off?
The answer: one lesson at a time. The elementary program has great easy-to-follow
lesson books. It was a snap. I ended up
loving this ministry and loved interacting
with the elementary children. They were
very sweet and innocent; they were like
little sponges soaking up their faith. This
was a very treasured experience, and I am
forever grateful for having had the opportunity to teach elementary religion class. I
highly recommend this to fellow Catholics!
Then my children started progressing
into junior high, and another looming obligation was glaring at me. Shouldn’t I
help with the junior high/high school program too? But I can’t teach older students!
Do I know enough? I’m just a lay person.
What do I know? As I was contemplating
this, again begrudgingly, lo and behold, a
notice appeared in the parish bulletin asking for a twelfth-grade teacher. “Me?
Twelfth grade? Can’t do it! Not able to!
Just can’t do it! I’d be too scared to do
that,” I thought as I made myself timidly

Joan Schwartz

call to sign up for that teaching position,
thinking afterwards that I had made a
huge mistake.
I could not have been more wrong. I
LOVE teaching the 12th grade. Honestly,
it is one of the best things I have ever
done for myself spiritually! It is very rewarding! I always tell the seniors, “You’re
here because you want to be. You drive
yourself, and you don’t have to come
here.” Their attitudes are amazing, as they
listen very attentively and ask such deep,
deep questions. The kids learn so much,
and guess what? I LEARN SO MUCH! I
cannot begin to list all the things I have
learned with the seniors. When they ask a
question I do not know, I find out the answer to tell them the following class
period, and we learn together. It cannot
get much more beautiful than that. As I
have now taught the twelfth grade for 15
years, long after my own kids graduated
from high school, I cannot count all the
times I told the kids, “I didn’t know this
until I started teaching religion class.” I
love the constant learning about Catholicism. There are plenty of teaching resources available to use. Also, priests,
deacons, and other experts in the diocese

are always happy to answer questions and
help. This experience has profoundly
deepened my spiritual life. More importantly, I love helping to deepen the students’ spirituality. Spreading the word of
God to others is one of the most beautiful
things one can do in life. We do not have
to be an expert to do this. The needed
qualifications are love, faith, and the will,
drive, and determination to do this. Keep
in mind God does not call the qualified.
He qualifies the called. Boy, I did not feel
qualified! Are you being called?
“I have learned so much by teaching
religion class. If people knew how rewarding it is to teach this, there would be
an application process, an interview process, and there would be competition to
get to teach,” I have before told my 12thgrade students in class. As we discuss vocations and how they will live their faith
after graduating from high school, I mentioned that at their age I never thought I
would be a religious education teacher;
however, with my four kids going through
the program, I felt I needed to do my part.
I told them little did I imagine how
MUCH I would get out of this. I got far,
far, far more out of teaching than what I
ever put into it.
The reason for this article? Give
teaching religious education a try! If you
are younger with no kids, the students will
relate to you very well. One of my oldest
daughter’s favorite religious education
teachers was a young Catholic who had no
children. This young teacher connected
well with the high school students. When I
once needed my daughter to miss this
teacher’s class for a family obligation, my

daughter begged me to not make her miss
class. If you have school-aged children,
this is an excellent way to be involved
with your kids. It is an awesome experience to have your own children in class,
even in 12th grade as we discuss very
sticky life issues. If your children are
grown or if you have no children, this is a
great way to give back to God and enrich
the spiritual lives of others; give the kids
your life perspectives. EVERY age is a
great age to be a religious education
teacher! Non-parishioners can also be
very good religious education teachers for
a parish. The opportunities are beautifully
endless. Spreading our amazing Catholic
faith truly has no boundaries.
Give it a shot. As I tell the students, if
you end up not liking a ministry for which
you volunteer, just switch to something
else. You do not have to do it forever, but
just give it a try. This too could be one of
the most rewarding things you will ever
do for yourself spiritually. You have nothing to lose by trying this experience of
teaching religious education. And, oh!
There is SO much to gain! Go ahead.
When you see that open teaching spot
posted for religious education, jump on it
before someone else gets it! Better yet, tell
the program coordinator now, ahead of
time, that you are ready to take an open
teaching position. Go that extra mile to
make a difference in the faith life of a
child. You can do it! Believe me, if I can
do it, anybody can. To quote St. Francis of
Assisi, “If God can work through me, he
can work through anyone.” Let God work
through you as a religious education
teacher. You will be glad you did.

Angelo Catholic School offers
quality, Christ-centered education
By Lea Kelley
“Angelo Catholic School empowers children in their faith-filled
journey toward academic excellence and life-long service inspired
by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
There are only twenty-two words
in the Angelo Catholic School mission statement, but it is filled with
strength and love. ACS has been
shaping the lives of students for almost 134 years.
Elizabeth Mata is completing
her first year as principal, but this
is not her first experience with
Angelo Catholic School. In addition to her children attending
ACS, Mrs. Mata has been invested
in the school for many years.
Teachers on her team are not only
educated, they are also dedicated
and motivated. While some of the
teachers hold advanced degrees
with many years of experience, all
teachers have a love for their students and their faith. Working at
ACS is not just an occupation, it is
a calling. Our staff makes many
sacrifices to bring high-quality
education to our students. While
they teach reading, writing, and
arithmetic, they place their faith in
Jesus Christ and center the curriculum on Christian values. Daily
prayers, weekly Mass, weekly rosary, Lenten season Stations of the
Cross, and eucharistic adoration
are all part of the education at
ACS. Auxiliary personnel, including cafeteria staff, classroom aides,
and administrative staff, also work
to help our students succeed.
ACS education is available for
children in 3K through 8th grade.
Our 3K and 4K classes are both
full-day programs. Students learn
through hands-on, individualized
instruction and benefit from small
class sizes. They also participate in
educational field trips throughout
the year. Parents can be assured
that their children will be ready for
their next academic milestone after
attending ACS early education.

ACS offers a wide range of
extra-curricular activities to further
enhance student success. We encourage our students to participate
in community events such as spelling bees, science fairs, the Stock
Show and Rodeo, and STEM
events that expand their academic
curriculum. In middle school, students can participate in theatre, art,
Spanish club, and music education
including choir and band. Athletics
offered are volleyball, basketball,
flag football, and track. The high
academic standards and expectations equip our students for success. ACS students typically score
above average in placement tests,
this being the result of small class
sizes, individualized learning opportunities, a fully wired campus,
and outstanding academic programs. More than half of ACS
Alumni graduate in the top quarter
of their class, including several
valedictorians and salutatorians.
The majority of ACS Alumni have
been awarded college scholarships
and attended college.
Call our office at 325-949-1747
to tour our campus and enroll your
child for next year. You may also
contact ACS Director of Recruitment & Marketing, Lea Kelley, at
recruiter@angelocatholicschool.or
g to schedule tours, or with questions regarding the enrollment process.
--Become an ACS Angel: Give
the gift of a faith-filled education –
your donation can help a family
ensure their child(ren) can practice
their faith daily at ACS. Become an
ACS Angel. For only $22.50, you
can buy a lunch ticket for one
week; $251.28 pays half a month’s
tuition; $502.56 ensures tuition for
one month, and $2,266.00 pays for
half the year.
“Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6

Position available: Kindergarten teacher, Angelo Catholic School
We are currently accepting applications for the position of Kindergarten teacher at Angelo
Catholic School. Christian candidate with experience teaching in elementary grade levels
(K-5) and a degree in elementary education is preferred. Current teaching certification is
preferred, but not required. The start date for the position is August 1, 2022. Interested
candidates should submit a resume and cover letter by email to Elizabeth Mata, Principal
of Angelo Catholic School, at emata@angelocatholicschool.org. Applications will be accepted through June 17, 2022, or until position is filled.
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A step toward living
together more peacefully
Almost every evening on the
news, there is something touching on
racism in one way or another. When
those segments came on, I used to
think: “At least on this topic, I can
plead not-guilty. I’m not racist.” That
was then and now is now.
The pandemic gave me an opportunity to do as much reading as I
could handle. I’m not sure why, but I
chose books and articles on racism,
some of which appear at the end of
this article. I think any person not living under a rock would admit that
there is still a deep-seated racism present in our country. I will go further
and submit that racism still exists in
our Catholic Church. It shouldn’t surprise us if our diocese is no exception.
The shooting in Buffalo on May 14
brought back to my mind what I had
written for publication in the Precious
Blood Fathers’ newsletters earlier this
year. In revised form, I share that now
here in West Texas.
I’m thinking back to when I was
younger. I grew up in Precious Blood
Parish in Fort Wayne, Indiana. The
population of Fort Wayne in 1950 was
approximately 150,000. Once in a
great while we would see a Black or
Hispanic family in church. That would
make for conversation that was not
welcoming. It wasn’t hateful, but
something like: “What are they doing
here?” More curiosity than anything
else. I do not recall a single Black student in our school. My 8th grade year
(1954-1955), there were over 730 students in our school. Black people
lived on the southeast side of town.
We would see them downtown, but
that’s about it. I don’t remember seeing any Black boys on the other Catholic schools’ sports teams, except
possibly St. Peter’s Parish on the
southeast side.
My point is that I grew up in a
lily-white environment in the 1940s
and 1950s. We were not intentionally
racist; but we were fish swimming in
racist waters and it rubs off. I wish
that it were all gone, but it is not.
My reading on racism and white
privilege during the pandemic has
been a wake-up call for me. The lady
who lives in the apartment next to
mine is Black, and one day I showed
her one of the books on white privilege and asked her if that is real. She
just smiled as if to say: “Are you just
finding this out?” Yes, ma’am, I am
just finding this out!
What is white privilege? A few examples:
• “The talk” that parents of color
give to their sons as to how to deal
with police.
• People of color being followed in
stores, a silent accusation of probable
shoplifting.
• People are leaving a store and an
employee checks the receipt against
the contents of the shopping cart. Almost every person of color is stopped,
but very few white people.
I don’t think I’m the only white
person being awakened. I am part of a
group of white people who are actively trying to be awakened. I know
that many white people are awake and
I’m happy that they are. They can help
me and others who want to wake up. I
also know that there many who deny
racism. Are they unaware or unaccepting? The author Ibram X. Kendi says:
“Denial is the heartbeat of racism.”
As a part of the social ministry of
our parishes, I can see great benefit in
having a goal of waking up our people
to white privilege. This would be
something quite new for many of us. I
am suggesting a concentrated, intentional effort to awaken ourselves and
others to the privileges we white
people enjoy.

Precious Blood
Father Joe
Uecker

This might not sound like traditional parish work, but it is one way to
free the oppressed. Along with Jesus
(Lk 4:18), Kendi also says: “To be a
Christian is to free the oppressed.” I
see this as an achievable and measurable goal. People know for certain if
they are on the road to being awakened. I feel certain that if we move
forward in this regard, some great
changes would take place. Being
aware that we enjoy white privilege is
not the whole ball game, but it is a
good first inning.
It is no secret that there are those
in our parishes and on social media
who push back whenever racial issues
are brought up: “We’re not racist!”
Others accept the notion of the personal sin of racism but take issue with
emphasis on structural inequity, e.g.
education or housing. In the National
Catholic Reporter article cited at the
end of this article, Matt Kappadakunnel says: “What these Catholics [who
take issue with emphasis on structural
inequity] lack is an experience of metanoia [a turning around] in terms of
the sin of racism. By seeing through
the eyes of the Trinity how the heart
of God suffers with those who experience racial oppression, their eyes, like
mine, can be opened anew.” That is
what I am advocating: metanoia,
opening our eyes to the white privilege we enjoy, as a starter. We need to
identify the elements of white privilege in our lives.
In the Diocese of San Angelo,
there are probably very few white
people who grew up in an environment as lily-white as the one in which
I did. Demographics have changed so
much that no one can live as isolated
as I did from people of color. Today
we have an advantage: there are many
who don’t look like me who can help
us become aware of the privilege we
have just being white.
Once we wipe the sleep from our
eyes, we will be one step further along
on the road to a more peaceful world.
I recommend the following as tools:
• Robin DiAngelo, White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People
to Talk About Racism. Boston: Beacon
Press, 2018.
• Debby Irving, Waking Up White:
And Finding Myself in the Story of
Race. Cambridge, MA, Elephant
Room Press, 2014.
• Ibram X. Kendi, How to Be an
Antiracist. New York, One World,
2019.
• Jim Wallis, America’s Original
Sin: Racism, White Privilege and the
Bridge to a New America. Grand
Rapids, MI, Brazos Press, 2016.
• ________, Christ in Crisis: Why
We Need to Reclaim Jesus. San Francisco, Harper One, 2019.
• Isabel Wilkerson, Caste: The
Origins of Our Discontents. New
York, Random House, 2020.
•https://www.ncronline.org/news/o
pinion/how-be-ignatian-anti-racistlent
• Dr. Robert Jones and Fr. Bryan
Massingale Talk About White Supremacy & American Christianity (WSAC)
- YouTube
--Father Joe Uecker is a retired
Precious Blood priest living in
Odessa.
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#iGiveCatholic returns to Diocese of
San Angelo in November
Kick off the charitable season on #GivingTuesday, November 29, with #iGiveCatholic — a crowdfunding event that brings
the Catholic community together to give
thanks and give back. The Diocese of San
Angelo is once again joining dioceses and
Catholic foundations across the country for
the eighth annual #iGiveCatholic campaign.
The #iGiveCatholic Giving Day is held annually on #GivingTuesday, a global day of
giving fueled by the power of social media
and generosity.
Bishop Michael Sis of the Diocese of
San Angelo said, “This event provides a
platform to support the ministry of our parishes and favorite ministries. It is a very
simple way to give, and it will help us to
carry out our mission more effectively.”
Last fall, 40 partnering dioceses and the
National Catholic Education Association
(NCEA) raised over $16.5 million for
2,600+ participating parishes, schools, and
ministries. Through last year’s #iGiveCatholic day, our organizations earned over
$250,000. Since its inaugural year in 2015,
the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day has yielded
continued growth in the number of participating dioceses and their participating nonprofits, and in total donations, both online
and offline, and average gift amount.
"This is an incredible opportunity for
Catholic communities nationwide to unite
to promote generosity and celebrate our
Catholic heritage," said Cory Howat, president of #iGiveCatholic. "Every donation
makes an impact and has a positive effect
on the life of the church as a whole. We are
thrilled the Diocese of San Angelo is partnering with #iGiveCatholic to raise funds
for all of the participating parishes, schools,
and ministries in their community, and
around the country."
When a diocese or foundation participates in #iGiveCatholic, their webpage
hosts individual profile pages for each
Catholic parish, school, and non-profit

ministry (organizations) within that diocese
wanting to participate on #GivingTuesday.
Each profile page features personalization
capabilities, including video, photos, custom copy, and a donate button to tell that organization's story, their impact on the
community and the church, and what the organization will do with the funds raised.
The organization page includes a thermometer and scrolling ticker-tape updating
total donations on the Giving Day in real
time, affording parishioners, alumni, parents and supporters the opportunity to track
how their favorite parish, school or ministry
is doing during #iGiveCatholic.
Individuals can also get involved, ensuring the success of their favorite parish,
school or ministry by hosting and personalizing individual fundraising pages on behalf
of their favorite organization, and/or by providing a gift that can match other donations
during the event!
You will be hearing more about this
event in the coming months. For more information about supporting the Diocese of
San Angelo on November 29 during the
#iGiveCatholic Giving Day, please contact
Kelly Oniha at 325-651-3745 or
koniha@sanangelodiocese.org. We hope
you’ll join us and “Give Catholic” to support your favorite parish, school or ministry
on November 29!
--About #iGiveCatholic
#iGiveCatholic is the U.S. Catholic
Church's Giving Day that provides parishes,
schools, and non-profit ministries affiliated
with partner dioceses and foundations the
opportunity to connect with their current
donors and establish relationships with new
donors. The goal of #iGiveCatholic is to inspire the Catholic community to come together as faithful stewards and to "Give
Catholic" on #GivingTuesday, a global day
of giving back. For more information, visit
www.iGiveCatholic.org.

Catholic News Service to cease
domestic operations at year's end
By Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops announced to staff May 4 a dramatic reorganization of its communications
department, including the closure of the
Washington and New York offices of
Catholic News Service.
In meetings with newsroom staff,
James Rogers, the chief communications
officer of the conference, said that the
Washington office would be closed at
year's end.
The Rome bureau of Catholic News
Service will remain open and continue to
report on Vatican and related international events.
A statement released by the bishops'
public affairs office said: "Over the next
few months, the USCCB Department of
Communications will undertake a significant realignment to better utilize the resources entrusted to the Conference by
the faithful in a manner that fits the communications environment today.
"Sadly, this will impact a number of
staff. We are grateful for the time and
dedication of the committed team of
communicators at the Conference who
serve the church; job transitions can be
difficult, and as this is a personnel
matter, further detail will not be discussed at this time."
The statement continued: "Catholic
News Service offices in New York and
Washington will be closed at the end of
the year, as will the USCCB Publishing
Office. These changes, although painful,
will allow the remaining functions — including the Catholic News Service Rome
Bureau and the Office of Public Affairs

— a more sustainable foundation upon
which to do their work."
Effective Jan. 1, 2023, Catholic
News Service will cease to charge clients
for its coverage. It will make its Rome
coverage available to all U.S. dioceses at
no charge starting in 2023.
Greg Erlandson, director and editorin-chief of Catholic News Service, said
he was "profoundly saddened by this
decision."
"For more than a century, Catholic
News Service has served the local, national and international Catholic press. I
am proud of the professionalism of our
staff of editors, journalists and photographers and of all that they have accomplished."
Staff reductions will also be taking
place in public affairs, creative services
and marketing and episcopal resources.
A total of 21 employees will be laid
off.
Catholic New Service was founded in
1920. In a meeting with Rome bureau
staff in 2021, Pope Francis told them
that "over these past hundred years,
Catholic News Service has provided an
invaluable contribution to the Englishspeaking world through its coverage of
the church's mission of proclaiming the
Gospel and witnessing to the love of God
revealed in Jesus Christ."
The news service currently serves a
majority of U.S. dioceses as well as national and international media operations.
USCCB Publishing, which holds the
rights to the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, the U.S. Adult Catechism and
many other books, will cease its publishing operations at the end of 2022.
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Diocese offers Blue Mass for first responders
By Brian Bodiford
West Texas Angelus
SAN ANGELO — The Cathedral Church of the
Sacred Heart hosted the first-ever Blue Mass for first responders in the Diocese of San Angelo on the evening of
Thursday, May 12, 2022. The Mass was celebrated by
Bishop Michael J. Sis. Concelebrating were Father Lorenzo Hatch, rector of the cathedral, and Father Joe Barbieri, parochial administrator of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Odessa. In addition to their parish duties, Father
Hatch has been an EMT and serves as chaplain for the
San Angelo Police Department, while Father Barbieri is
the chaplain for both the Odessa Fire and Police Departments.
While this was a first in the Diocese of San Angelo,
the Blue Mass, so called because of the blue uniforms
worn by many first responders, was first celebrated in
Washington, D.C. in 1934, when Father Thomas Dade
celebrated a Mass for police officers and firefighters.
Today, Blue Masses are offered for all first responders,
including police, fire, correctional officers, 911 dispatchers, and EMS personnel.
In his homily, Bishop Sis shared the purpose of the
Blue Mass. “This is our expression as Catholic Christians, offering our prayers for you, and expressing our
deepest gratitude for your service, your protection, your
duty, your honor, your bravery, and the many sacrifices
you make for the sake of public safety,” he said.
“Our society needs you. We could not function without you,” Bishop Sis continued. “Your hard work enables
us to dwell together in peace, in the tranquility of order
that is fostered by the rule of law and respect for basic
human rights.” First responders “serve and protect the
precious gift of life,” the bishop said, often putting their
own lives at risk to do so. “As you fight against the
forces of anarchy, chaos, and exploitation, much of what
you accomplish is done quietly and almost invisibly in a
spirit of selfless service and honorable professionalism,”
he said. “You are heroes for us.”
Bishop Sis then drew a comparison from the first
reading of the Mass and the work of the evening’s honorees. The reading from Revelation depicts St. Michael and
his angels engaged in heavenly battle with the forces of
Satan, depicted as a dragon. “You, in your work, battle
against the wickedness and corruption that are carried out
by human beings who are going down the wrong path,”
Bishop Sis said. “May God give you strength to carry out
your duties well.”
After the homily, Bishop Sis blessed the badges of the
first responders present at the cathedral. After Communion, members of the San Angelo Fire Department read the
names of fallen first responders and chimed a bell in their
honor. At the conclusion of the Mass, Bishop Sis and the
other clergy present blessed the fleet vehicles of first responders and invited everyone to a reception in the cathedral’s gym.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS
Father Joe Barbieri visited with first responders before the Blue Mass at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in San Angelo,
May 12, 2022.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS
The assembled first responders saluted during a flag presentation early in the Blue Mass.

Rural Life Mass, May 16, 2022

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

The annual Diocese of San Angelo Rural Life Mass was celebrated by Bishop Michael Sis and several priests of
the diocese on May 16, 2022. This year the Mass was held at the Halfmann Pecan Orchard near Garden City,
with a reception and meal following at St. Lawrence Church. The Rural Life Mass is held each year in a different
location, alternating between the east and west sides of the diocese. Each year focuses on a unique aspect of
rural life.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS
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The first-ever graduating class from Holy Cross
Catholic High School in Odessa received their diplomas at a graduation ceremony May 27 at The Way
Retreat Center. The class of 2022 was made up of
three students: Matthew Crawley, Kaleigh Franklin,
and Kayley Madrid. They were joined by Jason Tristan Rogelio Ramos, who received his diploma after
completing home school.
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Choose Life Midland participates in college fairs to
speak to students about life: that it begins at conception, the truth about abortion, and how the child
develops in the womb. Midland College nursing instructor Kristen Spencer took CLM up on their offer
to accept fetal models for their classroom. Gina
Aaron donated the models on behalf of CLM.
COURTESY

Bishop Michael Sis celebrated the Mass of Admission to Candidacy for seminarian Joshua Basse.
This step of the process of discernment for the
priesthood is taken when the seminarian completes
their undergraduate philosophy studies. Basse will
continue at Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans
after the summer recess.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

COURTESY
Left to right: Alexandria Kalina; Pat Vancil, Rowena Court Scholarship
Chairman; and Trevor Gibbs

Father Ryan Rojo and the first-ever Totus
Tuus team for the Diocese of San Angelo.
The team was in Wichita, Kansas, June 2 receiving training. The team will return to the
diocese to lead retreats for grades 1 through
12 in various parishes.
COURTESY

COURTESY
Father Innocent Eziefule of St. Francis of Assisi in Abilene and participants in the First Friday prayer vigil to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary celebrate its 28th anniversary. The Friday prayer vigil
was started by Paula Matchen at Holy Family Church in Sweetwater.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Our Lady of Grace #1734,
Rowena, received word that two of the graduating senior applicants sponsored by the court were awarded scholarships from the Texas Court of
the CDA. Alexandria Kalina received a $4000 scholarship. She is a graduate of Miles High School and a member of St. Thomas Parish in Miles. She
plans to attend Texas Tech University in the fall and pursue an undergraduate degree in animal science with science emphasis (pre-med). She
hopes to get into a physical therapy program in her graduate studies. Trevor Gibbs was awarded a $1000 scholarship. He graduated from Ballinger
High School and is a member of St. Joseph Parish, Rowena. He plans to
attend West Texas A & M in Canyon in the fall, where he will major in agribusiness with a minor in economics.
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Fatherhood is the ultimate trust exercise
"Trust me."
If there's one comical mistake I've made over and over
again as a father, it's saying those words to my children
out loud.
I still carry the guilt of the time I handed a "sweet"
chicken leg to my daughter only to find out it was spicy.
Don't get me started about the time I told our oldest children that the roller coaster with the 80-foot drop was
going to be "fun" and that "they were going to love it."
At the conclusion of both of those moments, there was
a child or two standing in front of me with tears rolling
down their cheeks.
"You said it was going to be fun!"
Parenthood is a test and I constantly feel like I'm failing it, as if I'm an imposter.
That said, the wonderful thing about being a parent is
that children surprise you with their hope. Getting a hug
or a smile from a child pushes the doubts away. They're

Matt Palmer
Catholic News Service
Faith Alive

far more forgiving of our faults than we give them credit
for if we are more honest about our failings.
Each day of parenthood comes with the haunting potential that a layer of trust could be peeled away. The fear
is, the longer children get to know us, the more they realize we're improvising this whole thing.
Yes, there are websites, YouTube channels and TikTok

accounts to help us navigate this journey. At the same
time, there's something extraordinarily humbling about
being handed another human as they take their first
breaths.
I remember looking at our oldest child as she was
placed on a weight scale and bawling. Her beauty was
overwhelming, as was the reality of the task at hand. How
would I, a person beset by doubts, help steer the future of
this blank slate of a human being?
St. Augustine once said, "Father, I am seeking: I am
hesitant and uncertain, but will you, O God, watch over
each step of mine and guide me."
Christian fathers walk in the shadow of St. Joseph. If
you think about it, Joseph had a life plan. God had a different one. His relationship with the Creator is one built
on the ultimate trust exercise. Jesus, the only begotten son
See TRUST, Page 19

How a work assignment turned
into an unlikely pilgrimage
On July 9, 2019, my parents celebrated their 31st wedding anniversary, and my mom was diagnosed with cancer.
I was in Washington, nearing the end of my internship
with Catholic News Service. After dinner, I got a call from my
mom. "Hey, Syd," she said, her voice cracking.
Anxious, I asked if everything was OK. There was a long
pause. Then, my dad spoke.
"Syd, Mom has developed a rare form of cancer called
ampullary carcinoma."
My mom was anemic, Dad said. The doctor found a
tumor developing through a screening. Thankfully, the doctor
caught it early, but Mom needed to start chemo ASAP because
of how quickly the cancer can affect the digestive system.
I wasn't prepared for what Dad said next.
"The Holy Spirit came to Mom the week or so before she
got the diagnosis and revealed to her that she is going to go
through something very difficult that will affect the family,
but ultimately, she will conquer it."
I experienced a wave of peace. Tears covered my face. I
knew what Dad said was true. My mom is a strong, faithfilled woman, who has an intimate relationship with the Holy
Spirit.
Dad ended the call with a prayer for strength and reassurance that Mom would combat this. I surrendered to the Holy
Spirit that night and slept peacefully.
I was anxious to see my family after receiving the news.
But I had to finish the final weeks of my internship before I
could fly home for a few days and then return to the East
Coast to begin graduate school in Maryland.
At CNS, I was working on a video project, filming Catholic sites in Washington including St. Augustine Catholic
Church, known as the "mother church of Black Catholics in
DC."
Its heritage dates to 1858, and the community evolved
from the efforts of dedicated, freed Black Catholics. The
church sits on a prominent corner, a block away from the historic U Street corridor, a cultural epicenter of African American life in the first half of the 20th century.
As a Black Catholic, I was eager to visit and learn about
the church and interview the pastor, Father Patrick Smith. Before interviewing him, I shot video footage of the church's interior. It was quiet, and the sun beamed through the
stained-glass windows.
A window on the left side of the church caught my eye. It
depicted St. Monica looking at her son, St. Augustine, with
loving eyes. Her left hand rested on his shoulder. I stared at
the window for several minutes in awe.
St. Monica is the patron saint of motherhood, known for
her resilience and dedication to prayer. I thought of Mom.

Sydney Clark
Catholic News Service
Faith Alive

Like St. Monica, my mom's greatest desire is for me and my
younger sister to follow Christ.
St. Augustine's life-altering conversion inspired me. He
was the oldest sibling like me. The window showed the humanity and love between mother and child. Although my
mom wasn't with me physically, I felt her spirit, pictured her
touching my shoulder and saying, "Trust in God." I had the
urge to pray to the Holy Spirit.
"Holy Spirit, protect me, cover me and be with me always. During my weakest and scariest moments, help me to
be comforted and rest fully in you."
I felt an immediate calmness -- this trip wasn’t coincidental. I received confirmation that Mom would win her battle
with cancer. I came to St. Augustine as a visitor and returned
that fall as a parishioner.
This year marks my third year at St. Augustine and two
years of Mom being cancer-free. The Holy Spirit has become
my confidant, too.
The St. Augustine community is refreshing. I feel like I
belong, I'm heard and I matter, especially because it is predominantly Black. We gather in solidarity and gratitude for
those who made it possible for us to worship together. My
family visited this past Thanksgiving, and I took them to Mass
to experience the joy I found at St. Augustine.
Father Patrick is a gifted homilist, and his sermons were a
crucial part of my prayer life during the pandemic. Now,
Mom is an avid listener of his homilies and shares them with
her friends, who aren't all Catholic but find truth and goodness
in them. They've seen Mom at her weakest and, now, at her
strongest because of her unceasing faith and prayers.
Thank you, God, for leading me to St. Augustine. Thank
you, Holy Spirit, for your ongoing guidance and reassurance.
--Sydney Clark, a New Orleans native, is a multimedia producer at the National Press Foundation and a freelancer
based in the Washington area. Her work has been published
in Catholic News Service, Global Sisters Report, America
Magazine and more.

Vatican offers indulgence for
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Any Catholic who participates in the celebration July 24 of the World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly can receive a plenary indulgence, the Vatican announced.
"Grandparents, the elderly and all the faithful who, motivated by a true spirit of penance and charity," attend Mass
or other prayer services for the occasion can receive the indulgence, which "can also be applied as a suffrage for the
souls in purgatory," said the announcement published May
30.
In his message for this year's celebration, Pope Francis
asked older people like himself to be "artisans of the revolution of tenderness."
"We grandparents and elderly people have a great responsibility: to teach the women and men of our time to regard others with the same understanding and loving gaze
with which we regard our own grandchildren," he had
written.

Addressing younger people as well, the 85-year-old
pope encouraged them to seek out and visit those who feel
most alone.
"Expecting a visit can transform those days when we
think we have nothing to look forward to; from an initial
encounter, a new friendship can emerge," he said. "Visiting
the elderly who live alone is a work of mercy in our time!"
Announcing the indulgence May 30, the Vatican said it
also can apply to those who "devote adequate time to actually or virtually visiting their elderly brothers and sisters
in need or in difficulty."
To receive a plenary indulgence, which is a remission
of the temporal punishment due for one's sins, a person
must show detachment from sin, go to confession, receive
the Eucharist and pray for the intentions of the pope.
The indulgence also is available to "the elderly sick
and all those who, unable to leave their homes for a serious
reason, spiritually join" the celebrations, particularly by
watching on television or the internet or listening on the
radio, and "offer to the merciful God their prayers, sorrows
and sufferings," the Vatican said.
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St. Justin found the ultimate philosophy in Christ
St. Justin’s life was a search for truth. When he finally found it through his study of the Christian faith, he
wanted to share it with the rest of the world. Justin was so
convinced that the Christian faith was the “true philosophy” that he spent the years after his baptism writing and
preaching to others about the truth of Christianity and its
superiority over pagan religion and philosophy.
Justin was a well-educated youth born in about 100 in
Flavia Neapolis (now Nablus), Palestine. His parents
were pagans of Greek origin. He was well versed in rhetoric, poetry, and history but was still searching for the ultimate wisdom. Biographer Msgr. John Kleinz writes in
The Who’s Who of Heaven that his search led him to philosophy. He traveled to Alexandria to study Platonic philosophy, found a teacher who was a disciple of Plato, and
they began to talk about God.
He was thinking about Plato’s teachings as he walked
along the seashore one day. Editor Michael Walsh reports
in Butler’s Lives of Patron Saints that he met an old man
walking nearby. This man told Justin of a philosophy
which had been revealed by God to the Hebrew prophets
and had reached its consummation in Jesus Christ.
Justin began to study the Scriptures and came to
know about Christians. He was baptized at age 30 and devoted the rest of his life to the propagation and defense of
the faith, visiting many lands and debating with heretics,
pagans, atheists and Jews.
He went to Rome in about 150 where he founded a
school of philosophy, taught Christian apologetics, and
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wrote his major works, which David Farmer describes in
The Oxford Dictionary of Saints as reflecting the outlook
of a Christian intellectual.
His most important works were the apologies which
he addressed to the Emperor Antoninus. They disclose
important information about the contemporary rites of
baptism and the Eucharist. Richard McBrien writes in
Lives of the Saints that Justin wanted to show that these
rites were not magical as the pagans charged. Justin explained that the Christians were loyal subjects who based
their beliefs on the teachings of Christ. Although the Emperor was impressed with Justin’s writings, he did not
stop the persecution of Christians.
Biographer Robert Ellsberg writes in All Saints that
Justin believed that Plato and other philosophers had been
groping toward Christianity. According to Justin, what
distinguishes Christianity from these other philosophies is
the fact that in Christ reason has entered history and be-

come a human being.
Justin was the first in a long line of Christian philosophers who have argued that there is no irreconcilable
conflict between faith and reason. Walsh reported that
Justin’s writings are invaluable for the information they
contain about the Christian faith and practice at that time.
The Second Vatican Council made reference to his teachings.
He was in Rome in about 165 participating in public
debates when Marcus Aurelius became emperor and the
persecutions against Christians intensified. Justin had resoundingly defeated a Roman named Crescens in a public
debate. He was then reported to the civil authorities, and
with five others was arrested and brought to trial. Justin
and the others refused to recognize the pagan gods and
were executed.
Justin’s other surviving writings include the dialogue
written with the Jew, Trypho. McBrien noted that Justin
taught from a living and lived tradition of the church, and
not from the New Testament, since that portion of the
Scriptures had not yet been published.
Justin’s feast day is June 1. He is the patron of philosophers, apologists and lecturers. His feast day is celebrated by the Russian Orthodox Church, the Church of
England, the Episcopal Church in the U.S. and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
--Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West
Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Falling away Catholics
In 2015, the Pew Research Center reported “about half
(52%) of all U.S. adults who were raised Catholic have left
the church at some point in their lives. A significant minority of them returned, but most (four-in-ten of all those raised
Catholic) have not.” It was also stated that “despite the temporary and lasting departures from the church, there still are
deep reservoirs of loyalty to the institution. Nearly threequarters (73%) of current Catholics say they have been part
of the church their whole life. A similar share, seven-in-ten,
also say they could never imagine leaving Catholicism, no
matter what.”
This decline is not limited to the Catholic faith. In telephone interviews conducted in 2018 and 2019, Pew also
noted that “65% of American adults describe themselves as
Christians when asked about their religion, down 12 percentage points over the past decade. Meanwhile, the religiously unaffiliated share of the population, consisting of
people who describe their religious identity as atheist, agnostic or ‘nothing in particular,’ now stands at 26%, up from
17% in 2009.” The rate at which people are turning away
from the Christian faith is accelerating at an alarming rate.
Although it is encouraging to hear that seven in ten
Catholics “could never imagine leaving Catholicism, no
matter what,” in some ways they already have. They may
never be in the group of “fallen away Catholics,” but nonetheless, they are slowly “falling away.” They may describe
themselves as “good Catholics” and yet do not accept what
the church professes, especially in three critically important
teachings.
The first issue is the rejection of life at all stages, especially through the killing of babies. Some abortion advocates would cringe at the thought of characterizing abortion
in this way, yet that is exactly how Planned Parenthood, the
leading abortion organization in our country, described it in
one of its publications when, in 1963, they wrote “An abortion kills the life of a baby after it has begun.” As Americans
we are accustomed to “freedoms” and the “right to choose”
what is best for us, but choices have consequences. People
“choose” to kill or do serious harm to others every day.
People choose to take things from others. They choose to
drive above the speed limit. If there were not laws, we
would have total chaos, which is a hallmark of evil. If the
taking of a human life is simply interpreted as an expression
of “self-will,” that “selfishness” has the most dire of consequences. Reverence for life is a fundamental component
of the road to salvation. Yet, a 2019 Pew Research report
stated that 56% of U.S. Catholics “said abortion should be
legal in all or in most cases!”

James R.
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The second area of concern is the drifting away from attending what is central to our faith … the holy Mass. the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (no. 2181) states: “The
Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all
Christian practice. For this reason the faithful are obliged to
participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for example, illness, the care of
infants) or dispensed by their own pastor. Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit a grave sin.” However,
a Gallup poll declared “from 2014 to 2017, an average of
39% of Catholics reported attending church in the past
seven days. This is down from an average of 45% from
2005 to 2008 and represents a steep decline from 75% in
1955.” It should be noted, of course, that the poll was conducted long before the pandemic of 2020. In November of
2021, Catholic Pillar conducted a poll and announced the
number of “Catholics” who never go to church at all had
jumped from 18% in 2019 to 29%, an astounding 61% increase.
But the most distressing of all indicators of apostasy,
which Merriam-Webster defines as “an act of refusing to
continue to follow, obey, or recognize a religious faith,” is
the percentage of Catholics who do not believe in the true
presence of Jesus Christ in the consecrated host. It is the
body and blood of Jesus that separates the Catholic Church
from all other Christian churches. Without recognizing this
defining difference, the selection of a church to attend often
is made on the entertainment value of the church service, the
dynamic oratory of the minister, the choir, its reputation
within the community, or “what I get out of going there.” In
a Catholic church it should be about what you have to
“give,” which is, of course, yourself, completely to Jesus as
he gives himself completely to you in Holy Communion in
order for two to become one! Incredulously, the 2019 Pew
Research survey previously cited found “that most self-described Catholics don’t believe this core teaching. In fact,
nearly seven-in-ten Catholics (69%) say they personally be-

Diocesan office
seeks secretary
The Office of Evangelization and Catechesis currently has a position available for a Secretary.
Qualifications include a high school diploma and prior office experience; good communication skills, command of the English language, proficiency with Microsoft Office including Word, Publisher,
Excel, Access. Applicant must have excellent time management
skills, organizational skills, and the ability to maintain and create databases. Knowledge of Spanish is helpful. Hours are Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. with benefits, with occasional weekend
work required. Applicants should email resume with references to
Office of Evangelization and Catechesis,
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org.
Position is open until filled.

lieve that during Catholic Mass, the bread and wine used in
Communion ‘are symbols of the body and blood of Jesus
Christ.’ Just one-third of U.S. Catholics (31%) say they believe that ‘during Catholic Mass, the bread and wine actually become the body and blood of Jesus.’”
While extraordinarily disappointing, it should come as
little surprise that even many Catholics lack the faith to believe that we receive the true body and blood of Jesus at
every Mass. Disbelief was immediate when he clearly stated
it for the first time in John 6:51-66: “‘I am the living bread
that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will
live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the
life of the world.’ The Jews quarreled among themselves,
saying, ‘How can this man give us [his] flesh to eat?’ Jesus
said to them, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not
have life within you.
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal
life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true
food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. Just as the
living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father,
so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of
me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike
your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this
bread will live forever.’ These things he said while teaching
in the synagogue in Capernaum. Then many of his disciples
who were listening said, ‘This saying is hard; who can accept it?’ Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring
about this, he said to them, ‘Does this shock you? What if
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no
avail. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But
there are some of you who do not believe.’ Jesus knew from
the beginning the ones who would not believe and the one
who would betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have
told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him
by my Father.’ As a result of this, many [of] his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer accompanied him.”
In 1 Timothy 4:1, Paul wrote, “The Spirit clearly says
that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” Then, in 2
Timothy 4:3-4, he warned “For the time will come when
people will not tolerate sound doctrine but, following their
own desires and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate
teachers and will stop listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths.” That time has come…

Registration open: Diocese of
San Angelo World Youth Day
2023 pilgrimage to Lisbon
The Diocese of San Angelo will be participating in World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon,
Portugal. The 10-day pilgrimage will include a visit to Fatima.
Those attending from the Diocese of San Angelo will depart from Dallas on Sunday,
July 30, 2023, to arrive in Lisbon for World Youth Day activities after a day of welcome
and orientation. Participants will have the full World Youth Day experience from Aug. 1 to
Aug. 6, including Mass celebrated by His Holiness Pope Francis. After the conclusion of
World Youth Day festivities, the group will travel to the Basilica and Shrine of Our Lady of
Fatima before returning home.
Registration is now open. The cost ranges from $3,795 to $5,217 per person depending
on rooming preferences. For more information, visit http://bit.ly/SanAngeloWYD.
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How four women shook up the philosophical
establishment at Oxford — and why this matters for us
I have just finished a marvelous book called The
Women Are Up to Something. Written by Benjamin Lipscomb, it weaves together the biographies of four extraordinary women who arrived together as students at
Oxford in the late 1930s and who flourished as scholars
and writers in the mid to late twentieth century. Iris Murdoch, Mary Midgley, Philippa Foot, and Elizabeth Anscombe effected a revolution in the way in which we
think about moral philosophy, and their very positive influence is much needed in the ethical conversation
today.
The best known of the four are certainly Murdoch,
who wrote prolifically as both a philosopher and a novelist, and Anscombe, who emerged as the translator and
privileged interpreter of the work of Ludwig Wittgenstein, and who was, by all accounts, a first class character. A Catholic convert as a very young lady, Anscombe
stood athwart British convention in many ways, including her brusque, direct manner of speaking and her unusual manner of dress. She was known to wear shirts
and trousers, when this was basically unheard of for
women, and to puff vigorously on a cigar while attending meetings. Consistently in line with Catholic teaching, she opposed birth control and abortion (thus
angering the left), and she spoke out against giving President Harry Truman an honorary Oxford doctorate, since
Truman had authorized the direct killing of the innocent
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki (thus angering the right). In
her later years, Iris Murdoch developed Alzheimer’s disease and gradually withdrew from public life. Her agonizing descent into complete dementia was chronicled in
her husband’s lovely book An Elegy for Iris, which was
later turned into a film starring Dame Judi Dench as the
philosopher.
Now what makes these four women so interesting is
not just the details of their respective biographies but the
content of their thinking, especially in the arena of morals. To understand their contribution, a little background is needed. The dominant philosophical figure at
Oxford when the four ladies arrived was A.J. Ayer, the

Bishop Robert Barron
Word on Fire
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founder of the movement called logical positivism. This
point of view, which beguiled the minds of some of the
brightest twentieth-century thinkers, was that the only
statements that can be called “meaningful” are those that
can be verified through empirical analysis. Thus, I can
meaningfully hold that there are, say, ten people in a
given room, since I can empirically confirm whether that
statement is true or false. On the other hand, I speak
meaninglessly when I say something like “God exists”
or “You shouldn’t do that” or “That picture is beautiful.”
Because none of those claims can be verified or falsified
through the senses, they are, at best, expressive of the
speaker’s personal preference or emotional state. Thus,
on logical positivist grounds, any ethical claim is ruled
out of court. When I say “Murder is wrong” or “Caring
for the poor is right,” I am not asserting a truth that
should have purchase with anyone else; I am simply expressing how I feel. Jean-Paul Sartre, under whose thrall
the young Murdoch fell for a time, refined this a bit, saying that though there is nothing objectively true about
moral claims, a human being should try to be consistent
with the convictions that he has adopted for himself.
This consensus commenced to fall apart in the minds
of our four women, not so much through argument at
first, but through photographs. Not long after the Second
World War ended, pictures from the Nazi death camps
began to appear on British theatre screens. No one had
ever seen anything like them before. Murdoch, Anscombe, Foot, and Midgley, each in her distinctive way,

Love, not excuses,
moves things forward
“The excusable doesn’t need to be excused and the inexcusable cannot be excused.”
Michael Buckley wrote those words
commenting on Peter’s triple betrayal of
Jesus. Here’s the context. Peter had betrayed Jesus in his most needy hour, not
out of malice, simply out of weakness.
Now, facing Jesus for the first time since
that betrayal, Peter is understandably uncomfortable. What do you say after betraying someone?
Well, he didn’t need to say anything.
Jesus took the initiative and, as Buckley
highlights, he didn’t excuse Peter. Jesus
didn’t say things like, “it’s perfectly understandable to be afraid in a situation like
that! You weren’t really yourself! I understand how that can happen!” He didn’t
even tell Peter that he still loves him.
None of that. He simply asked Peter, “Do
you love me?” and when Peter said yes,
everything moved forward. No excuses
were needed. “The excusable doesn’t need
to be excused and the inexcusable cannot
be excused.” Our humanity already explains why we are prone to betrayal; what
needs to be spoken in its wake is a reaffirmation of love.
A couple I know had this happen in
their marriage. They went to a party together one Friday night and the wife,
partly through the influence of alcohol and
drugs, left the party with another man. Her
husband was unaware of this for a time
but, upon finding out what had happened,
was understandably very distraught. He
went home alone and spent a sleepless
night thinking, his thoughts moving
through a series of vengeful fantasies to
what (through grace) he eventually decided on.
He was sitting at the kitchen table
midmorning the next day when his wife,
sheepish and self-chastened, came home.
She had her apologies rehearsed and was
ready to face his justified anger and fury.
She got something else. Her husband
didn’t let her voice any apologies or ex-
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cuses, nor did he explode in anger. Rather,
calm and sad, he simply said this to her:
“I’m going to move out of the house for a
week, so you can think this through. You
need to decide. Are you my wife or are
you someone else?” He came back a week
later to her apologies, but more importantly to her renewed, more radical commitment to their relationship. Their
marriage has been solid and grace-filled
since. She is now committed to a marriage
in a way she never quite was before.
No doubt upon his return, this man’s
wife did offer some tearful apologies and
excuses. His refusal to let her voice them
earlier may well have served a purpose
long-term, but was admittedly somewhat
cruel short-term. Even when something
can’t be excused, we still need the opportunity to say we are sorry. Apologies are
important, both for the person offering
them and for the one receiving them. Until
an explicit apology is made, there is always unfinished business. However, explicit contrition is not ultimately what
moves things forward when a relationship
has been wounded or fractured. What
moves things forward is a renewed commitment to love, to a deeper fidelity.
“The inexcusable cannot be excused.”
Strictly speaking, that’s true, though sometimes a deeper understanding of things
somewhat excuses the inexcusable. Here’s
an example.
Several years ago, this incident occurred in Australia. A Catholic School
See ROLHEISER, Page 19

realized that what was on display in those films and photographs was wrong. Period. They didn’t entertain this
as a private opinion; they weren’t just expressing their
feelings. They were making the true claim that what the
Nazis did in Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen was morally
abhorrent, and they realized they didn’t care that A.J.
Ayer thought they were babbling meaninglessly.
In fact, they became convinced that the logical positivists and the existentialists were badly misguided in regard to ethics, and they began to look to older sources of
moral thinking, especially to Thomas Aquinas, to Plato,
and to Aristotle. What they found in those worthies was
a keen sense of an objectively describable human nature
and of those distinctive activities and moves that contribute to the flourishing of that nature. “Virtues” were
the habits inclining one to objectively good behavior,
and “vices” were habits inclining in the opposite direction. Hence, the women concluded, morals should not be
subjectivized but objectivized, brought onto line with
practices that conduced to the well-being of a human nature that can be authentically known. An entire school of
ethical thinking emerged from these figures, one that
came to be called “virtue ethics.” Some of its greatest
adherents are Alasdair MacIntyre, Stanley Hauerwas,
Charles Taylor, and Martha Nussbaum.
Does anyone doubt that an ethical subjectivism is
running rampant today? Does anyone doubt that the very
notion of objective moral good or moral evil is typically
ruled out of court as presumptuous or expressive of
someone’s desire for power? And does anyone therefore
doubt that there are many people adrift in a postmodern
sea of relativism and indifferentism? Might I suggest, as
a sort of intellectual tonic, to dip into The Women Are
Up to Something. I think you’ll find Mary Midgley, Philippa Foot, Elizabeth Anscombe, and Iris Murdoch fairly
bracing company.
--Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire
Catholic Ministries and Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

Disappearance of balanced
Catholic media is loss for
immigrant communities
The announcement early in May 2022
that Catholic News Service would cease
operations in the United States at the end
of the year took many by surprise. I was
flabbergasted and saddened. I still am.
For many years, I have been an avid
reader of CNS' good quality articles, news
analyses and columns. For more than five
years, I have written this award-winning
column via CNS.
Many are the appellatives associated
with this news and media service sponsored by the Catholic bishops of the
United States. One that has always caught
my attention is "balanced."
What is balance in the Catholic
Church in the United States these days? I
don't want to enter into controversies
about what groups or perspectives are
"more Catholic" or "less Catholic" than
others. I find that type of argumentation
exhausting.
Let me define balance in simple ways:
that which invites into a deeper, critical
and yet faithful understanding of one's
Catholic identity in the here and now of
one's reality, both as individuals and as
members of larger communities.
Balance for Catholics is an invitation
into engaged discipleship. Balance is the
acceptance that reality is rarely either/or
but rather both/and most of the time. Balance is naming that which is of value to us
as people of faith without falling into ideological partisanship.
Being balanced does not necessarily
mean being perfect. However, balanced
Catholic media should always be at the
service of communion while nurturing the
souls of those who access it.
Many Catholic diocesan papers and
news venues have closed or merged in recent decades. Many served local communities providing precisely a balanced
reading of what was happening.
The loss of local sources of news and
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analysis is a phenomenon that has also affected nonreligious venues. The vacuum
created by this loss is being filled by a
mixture of media emporia that often appear as serving particular ideological and
partisanship interests, and the unrestricted
universe of opinion that finds its way
through the internet and social media.
The loss of balanced Catholic sources
of news and analysis is a loss for everyone. In particular, the disappearance of
such sources is a major loss for immigrant
Catholic communities.
About 20.4% of Catholics in the
United States are immigrants. In 2006, that
percentage was 29.7%, according to a consultation I did with the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate. The percentage may rise again.
Catholic immigrants are largely concerned about finding communities to belong, adjusting to the new realities in
which we live and meeting basic needs:
jobs, education for our children, safe
spaces. The culture wars of the larger society are not our immediate priority.
As Catholic immigrants settle in our
society and in our churches, we need to be
informed. We seek sound analysis that
helps us with our own lives and our own
faith.
We also need venues to discuss our
most urgent questions without fear of
See OSPINO, Page 19
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El amor, y no las excusas, es el que hace avanzar
“Lo excusable no necesita ser excusado y lo inexcusable no puede ser excusado".
Michael Buckley escribió esas palabras comentando la
triple traición de Pedro a Jesús. Este es el marco. Pedro
había traicionado a Jesús en su hora más comprometida,
no por maldad, sino simplemente por debilidad. Ahora, al
mirar a Jesús por primera vez desde aquella traición,
Pedro se siente comprensiblemente intranquilo. ¿Qué se
dice después de traicionar a alguien?
Pues bien, no tuvo que decir nada. Jesús tomó la iniciativa y, como destaca Buckley, no excusó a Pedro. Jesús
no dijo cosas como, ¡es perfectamente comprensible tener
miedo en una situación así! ¡No eras realmente tú mismo!
¡Entiendo que eso pueda suceder! Ni siquiera le dijo a
Pedro que todavía lo ama. Nada de eso. Simplemente le
preguntó a Pedro: "¿Me amas?" y cuando Pedro dijo que
sí, todo cambió. No se necesitaron excusas. Lo excusable
no necesita ser excusado y lo inexcusable no puede ser excusado. Nuestra condición de humanos ya justifica que
seamos proclives a la traición; lo que hay que hacer después es reafirmar el amor.
A una pareja que conozco le ocurrió esto. Fueron juntos a una fiesta un viernes por la noche y la esposa, en
parte por la influencia del alcohol y las drogas, se fue de
la fiesta con otro hombre. Su marido no se dio cuenta de
ello por un tiempo, pero al enterarse de lo sucedido, se
sintió comprensiblemente muy afectado. Se fue a casa
solo y pasó la noche en vela pensando y sus reflexiones
pasaron por una serie de fantasías vengativas hasta llegar
a lo que (por fortuna) finalmente decidió.
Al día siguiente estaba sentado en la mesa de la cocina
a media mañana cuando su mujer, avergonzada y escarmentada, llegó a casa. Ella tenía ensayadas sus disculpas y
estaba preparada para enfrentarse al justificado enfado y
furia de su marido. Pero se encontró con algo bien distinto. Su marido no le permitió expresar ninguna disculpa
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o excusa, ni tampoco explotó de ira. Más bien, tranquilo y
triste, se limitó a decirle lo siguiente "Me voy a ir de casa
durante una semana, para que puedas pensar en todo esto.
Tienes que decidir. ¿Eres mi esposa o estás con otra persona?". Volvió una semana después buscando un compromiso renovado y más radical con su relación. Desde
entonces, su matrimonio es sólido y lleno de gracia. Su esposa está ahora comprometida con la relación de una manera que nunca antes lo estuvo.
Sin duda, a su regreso, la esposa de este hombre le
presentó disculpas y excusas con lágrimas en los ojos. Su
negativa a que las expresara antes fue útil pensando en el
largo plazo, pero hay que reconocer que fue algo cruel en
el momento. Incluso cuando algo no puede ser excusado,
seguimos necesitando la oportunidad de decir que lo sentimos. Las disculpas son importantes, tanto para la persona
que las ofrece como para la que las recibe. Hasta que no
se presenta una disculpa explícita, siempre hay un asunto
pendiente. Sin embargo, el arrepentimiento explícito no
es, en última instancia, lo que hace avanzar las cosas
cuando una relación ha sido herida o fracturada. Lo que
hace avanzar las cosas es un compromiso renovado con el
amor, con una fidelidad más profunda.
No se puede excusar lo inexcusable. Estrictamente
hablando, eso es cierto, aunque a veces una comprensión

más profunda de las cosas excusa en cierto modo lo inexcusable. He aquí un ejemplo.
Hace varios años, este incidente ocurrió en Australia.
Un consejo escolar católico acababa de construir una
nueva escuela multimillonaria. Poco después de su inauguración, uno de sus alumnos, un chico de secundaria,
provocó un incendio en su taquilla, sin saber que las válvulas de gas del sistema de calefacción de la escuela estaban justo detrás de su taquilla. Se inició un gran incendio
y toda la escuela se quemó. El chico se armó de valor y reconoció lo que había pasado. Luego, por supuesto, le sobrevino una serie interminable de preguntas: ¿Por qué iba a
hacer eso? ¿Por qué alguien provocaría un incendio en su
taquilla? ¿Qué explica ese tipo de estupidez temeraria?
¿Qué puede excusar lo inexcusable?
Me gustó mucho la respuesta que dio a estas preguntas
uno de los obispos australianos. Ante un grupo de profesores y administradores escolares, su breve respuesta lo
decía todo. ¿Por qué este joven estudiante haría algo así?
Porque es un chico. Los chicos jóvenes han provocado incendios (sin ninguna razón aparente) mucho antes de que
las válvulas de gas aparecieran en el mundo. Además, no
hay excusa para ello, salvo la propia naturaleza humana.
A menudo, esa es la excusa para lo inexcusable:
¡Porque somos humanos! De hecho, esta fue la verdadera
excusa de la mujer que bajo la influencia del alcohol y las
drogas traicionó a su marido, al igual que fue la verdadera
excusa de Pedro cuando traicionó a Jesús.
Pero, esto debe ser leído correctamente. Esto no nos
da permiso para apelar a nuestra naturaleza humana moralmente inepta como excusa para la traición o la estupidez. ¡Somos humanos! ¡Los chicos serán chicos! La
lección es más bien que cuando nuestra ineptitud moral
nos hace caer en la traición o la estupidez, lo que finalmente hace avanzar las cosas no es una disculpa o una excusa, sino un compromiso renovado en el amor.

El cierre de medios de comunicación católicos balanceados
es una gran pérdida para las comunidades inmigrantes
El anuncio a comienzos de mayo del 2022 indicando
que Catholic News Service cesaría sus operaciones en los
Estados Unidos a finales del año sorprendió a muchos.
Recibí la noticia con sorpresa y tristeza al mismo tiempo.
He sido un lector asiduo de los artículos, análisis de
noticias y columnas de CNS, los cuales se caracterizan
por su buena calidad. Por más de cinco años he escrito
esta columna vía CNS, la cual ha recibido varios premios.
Son muchos los apelativos asociados con este servicio de noticias y comentarios patrocinado por los obispos
católicos de los Estados Unidos. Uno que siempre me ha
llamado la atención es el de ser un medio "balanceado".
¿Qué significa ser balanceado en la Iglesia Católica
en los Estados Unidos hoy en día? No quiero entrar en
controversias sobre qué grupos o perspectivas son "más
católicos" o "menos católicos" que otros. Dicho tipo de
argumentación es agobiante.
Definamos el término "balance" de manera sencilla:
aquello que invita a una apreciación más profunda, más
crítica y fiel de nuestra identidad católica en el aquí y el
ahora de la realidad diaria, como individuos y como
miembros de las comunidades a las que pertenecemos.
Para los católicos, ser balanceados es una invitación
a un discipulado comprometido. Ser balanceado es aceptar que la realidad raramente se define según polos
opuestos y que la mayor parte del tiempo es una experiencia compleja con muchos factores en juego. Ser balanceado significa afirmar lo que apreciamos como
personas de fe sin caer en fanatismos ideológicos.
Ser balanceado no significa que tengamos que ser
perfectos. Sin embargo, se necesita que los medios de comunicación católicos sean balanceados para fomentar la
comunión mientras que nutren el alma de quienes tienen

Hosffman Ospino
Catholic News
Service
Caminando Juntos

acceso a ellos.
Muchos periódicos y medios noticiarios católicos diocesanos han cerrado o se han fusionado con otros en las
últimas décadas. Muchos servían comunidades locales
proveyendo precisamente una lectura balanceada de lo
que sucedía en ellas.
La pérdida de los medios locales de noticias y análisis es un fenómeno que también afecta a los ámbitos seculares. El vacío que dicha pérdida deja está siendo
ocupado por una combinación de emporios mediáticos
que con frecuencia parecen estar al servicio de intereses
ideológicos y partidistas, y del universo de opinión que
se mueve sin restricciones en el internet y los medios de
comunicación social.
Cuando se cierran fuentes católicas balanceadas de
noticias y análisis todos perdemos. La desaparición de
esas fuentes es en particular una gran pérdida para las comunidades católicas inmigrantes.
Cerca del 20.4% de los católicos en los Estados Unidos somos inmigrantes. En el año 2006 la proporción era
de un 29.7%, según una consulta que hice con el Center
for Applied Research in the Apostolate. El porcentaje
puede incrementar en cualquier momento.

Entre las preocupaciones más urgentes de los católicos inmigrantes se encuentran la búsqueda de comunidades para pertenecer, el ajuste a las nuevas realidades en
que vivimos y la satisfacción de las necesidades más básicas: trabajos, educación para nuestros hijos, espacios
seguros. Las guerras ideológicas que pululan a nuestro
entorno no son nuestra prioridad más inmediata.
A medida que los inmigrantes católicos nos establecemos en esta sociedad y en nuestras iglesias, necesitamos estar informados. Buscamos análisis confiables
que informen nuestras propias vidas y nuestra propia fe.
También necesitamos medios para dialogar sobre
nuestros interrogantes y preocupaciones más urgentes sin
temor a que sean polarizados. Por ejemplo, políticas migratorias, acceso a servicios básicos, etc. Queremos espacios seguros para compartir nuestras propias voces.
Recuerdo que una vez publiqué un artículo abogando
por una reforma migratoria que promueva la reunificación familiar y establezca alternativas para regularizar el
estatus de los inmigrantes indocumentados. Recibí varias
cartas de quienes asumo eran católicos disgustados.
Algunos de esos interlocutores me acusaron de ser
"muy conservador" por asociar mi argumento muy de
cerca a los valores familiares. Otros me acusaron de ser
"muy liberal" por decir que tenemos que tratar humanamente a los inmigrantes indocumentados.
A ambos les respondí que no soy ni lo uno ni lo otro.
Simplemente soy católico. He ahí la necesidad de medios
de comunicación católicos balanceados en cuanto a noticias y análisis para poder tener conversaciones auténticamente católicas.
--Ospino es profesor de teología y educación religiosa
en Boston College.

Se ofrecerá indulgencia plenaria por
Jornada Mundial de los Abuelos y Mayores
Por Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Cualquier católico que participe en la celebración del 24 de julio del Día
Mundial de los Abuelos y los Ancianos puede recibir una
indulgencia plenaria, anunció el Vaticano.
"Pueden recibir la indulgencia los abuelos, los ancianos y todos los fieles que, movidos por un verdadero espíritu de penitencia y caridad", asisten a Misa u otros
servicios de oración para la ocasión, que "puede aplicarse
también como sufragio por las almas del purgatorio", dice
el anuncio publicado el 30 de mayo.
El papa Francisco celebró la primera Jornada Mundial
de los Abuelos y los Ancianos en 2021 y decretó que se
observe cada año el domingo más cercano a la fiesta de los

Santos Joaquín y Ana, abuelos de Jesús.
En su mensaje para la celebración de este año, el papa
Francisco pidió a las personas mayores como él que sean
"artesanos de la revolución de la ternura".
"Los abuelos y los ancianos tenemos una gran responsabilidad: enseñar a las mujeres y los hombres de nuestro
tiempo a mirar a los demás con la misma mirada comprensiva y amorosa con la que miramos a nuestros propios nietos", había escrito.
Dirigiéndose también a los más jóvenes, el papa, de 85
años, los animó a buscar y visitar a aquellos que se sienten
más solos.
"Esperar una visita puede transformar esos días en los
que pensamos que no tenemos nada que esperar; de un encuentro inicial puede surgir una nueva amistad", dijo.
"¡Visitar a los ancianos que viven solos es una obra de mi-

sericordia en nuestro tiempo!"
Al anunciar la indulgencia el 30 de mayo, el Vaticano
dijo que también se puede aplicar a aquellos que "dedican
el tiempo adecuado a visitar de manera real o virtual a sus
hermanos y hermanas mayores en necesidad o dificultad".
Para recibir una indulgencia plenaria, que es una remisión del castigo temporal debido por los pecados de uno,
una persona debe mostrar desapego del pecado, confesarse,
recibir la Eucaristía y orar por las intenciones del papa.
La indulgencia también está a disposición de "los ancianos enfermos y de todos aquellos que, por no poder salir
de casa por causa grave, se unan espiritualmente" a las
celebraciones, en particular viendo por televisión, por Internet o escuchando la radio, y "ofrecen al Dios misericordioso sus oraciones, penas y sufrimientos", dijo el
Vaticano.
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Treasuring our
future timelines
29-year old Dom
Brand of South Carolina,
in an apparently random
Father Tad
act in 2020, shot and
Pacholczyk
killed an 80-year-old
woman named Mary Ann
Making Sense
Elvington. His action resulted in several
of Bioethics
tragedies unfolding simultaneously. Mary Ann
could have lived many
more years had she not
been shot. Her children were unable to spend time with her for
the rest of their lives. No longer could she babysit the grandkids or share the wisdom of her years. The shooter also upset
any real prospects for his own future, as he became subject to
the criminal justice system and lifelong incarceration. So many
future goods and future timelines were damaged or destroyed
by one wrong action.
Then there was Michael Webb of Clermont County, Ohio,
who set his own house on fire with his wife and four children
inside in 1990. He poured gasoline on the beds of his sleeping
children and around the house before sparking the blaze with a
match. The prosecutor concluded that he intended to kill his
family, collect the insurance money and start a new life with his
mistress. His wife and three of his four children managed to
survive the flames, but 3-year-old Mikey perished from smoke
inhalation. There were devastating consequences all around.
Mr. Webb was sentenced to spend the rest of his life in jail. His
wife and remaining children struggled to move on without the
support of their husband or father. Little Mikey’s long future
timeline, with all its youthful potential, came to an abrupt and
tragic close.
Some of the longest timelines we destroy are those of unborn children with almost their whole earthly lives still ahead
of them. This is often done in ways that virtually nobody ever
sees or notices, through stealth abortions with the “abortion
pill,” which, according to the Alan Guttmacher Institute, now
accounts for about 54% of all US abortions.
The lamentable power to destroy future timelines through
abortion was poignantly addressed by Kathy Barnette in a riveting YouTube video entitled “It wasn’t a choice. It was a life.”
Barnette was recently a candidate for the Republican nomination for the U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania. Whatever her controversial positions may have been on some of the issues of the
day, and regardless of what one thinks about her other political
views, her personal testimony on abortion ought to be heard by
everyone.
Kathy was conceived after her mom, Mamie Jo, was raped
at age 11. In the video, Mamie Jo, now in her 60s, stresses how
abortion cannot be an answer to sexual assault, even as she acknowledges the trauma of her own rape:
“It was hard. We were all devastated. But my mother said:
‘You know, you’re pregnant, so we’re gonna get through this,’
and she helped me get through it. I don’t want to use the word
‘choice.’ … [My daughter] was going to be born. I didn’t have
a choice to say ‘You are going to live, or I’m going to abort
you.’ That wasn’t a choice for me, and I thank God it wasn’t a
choice for me. … Regardless of how old you are, and how the
child was conceived, that child deserves a chance. If I had
made that ‘choice,’ where would I be right now without my
daughter?”
Kathy likewise speaks to the false and damaging ‘choice’
that abortion can tempt us with. She stresses how profoundly
her life matters, as well as the new lives and timelines of her
children, grandchildren and further generations that will unfold
into the future:
“Before the foundation of the world, God saw me and he
decided that I would be, and he said in his word that not only
did I see you, but I called you. I predestined you. And so as a
Christian, I believe in the value of life, that when I was in my
mother’s womb, he was knitting me together. Even among
Christians, even among staunch conservatives, an exception to
the rule of being pro-life for many is in the case of rape. And
yet my life has value. From me have come two very beautiful
and charming and smart kids. I’m married to a wonderful husband and we’ve made a life for ourselves, and none of this
would have happened if the exception to the rule had applied.
… You have to be able to see the difference. … I’m left with an
overwhelming sense of gratitude, that not only did God see
value in my life, but that my family saw value in my life. I’m
very grateful for that. I’m eternally grateful that they chose to
allow me to be born.”
Our choices today powerfully affect future timelines in
either positive or detrimental ways. In choosing to protect
human life, we open up a more beautiful and fulfilling future
for ourselves and all those around us.
--Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in
neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard.
He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics
Center in Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org and www.fathertad.com.

Take your bill and write 50
Every course in constitutional law begins with a
discussion of Marbury v. Madison, an 1803 case that
established the power of judicial review. Marbury
struck down a federal statute that purported to enlarge
the Supreme Court's original jurisdiction.
Chief Justice John Marshall said that when a statute said one thing and the Constitution said another,
the court was bound to follow the Constitution: "It is
emphatically the province and duty of the judicial department to say what the law is."
Marbury holds that when Congress and the court
disagree about whether a law is constitutional, the
court has the final word. We call this the principle of
judicial supremacy. It does not mean that in going
about its business, Congress should not endeavor to
comply with the Constitution. It can't, for example, ignore the passage in Article I that says, "No Bill of Attainder ... shall be passed."
The same goes for the president. In executing the
laws that Congress has enacted, he and his agencies
can issue orders and make rules. When an order or a
rule conflicts with the Constitution, the court will follow the Constitution, as it did when President Truman
tried to seize the nation's steel mills during the Korean
War.
But once again the principle of judicial supremacy
does not mean that the president can do as he likes
until the court blows the whistle. On the contrary, Article II, which creates the office of president, requires
him to take an oath that he "will to the best of (his)
Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution."
I find myself thinking about this point because

John Garvey
Catholic News Service
Intellect and Virtue

President Joe Biden is giving serious consideration to
canceling student loan debt in the amount of $10,000
per person. That would cost about $373 billion — as
much as the government has spent on welfare in the
past 20 years. And the left wing of his party is urging
him to consider $50,000 per person.
The Constitution gives the president no such authority. The appropriations clause says the government
can't take any money out of the Treasury unless Congress passes a law. The property clause entrusts the
Congress (not the president) with "Power to dispose of
... Property belonging to the United States."
As recently as last year both the president and the
speaker of the house acknowledged that the president
can't do this by executive fiat, and that Congress had
given him no such authority.
But midterm elections are coming soon, and the
president is feeling like the dishonest steward in Luke
16, about to be turned out for wasting his master's
See GARVEY, Page 19

Three pro-life advocates who led the way
Much has already been written about Justice Samuel Alito's leaked draft majority opinion in the Dobbs
v. Jackson Women's Health case, set to be settled later
this summer. While no outcome is certain, it stands to
reason that with this case or another inevitable challenge that comes before the court, Roe v. Wade will be
overturned and abortion will return to the hands of the
people in our 50 states.
More still has been written about the current
leaders of the pro-life movement, whose voices and
perspectives are being heard for the first time by many
Americans in print and on major news networks. They
are surprising many foes with their compassion for
women in distress as well as their unborn children. It's
the public relations opportunity of a lifetime to shed
light on what it means to be pro-life.
Less focus has been given to some of the unsung
heroes of the movement, whose work preparing the
soil might go unknown to large numbers of Americans
but whose labor has been essential for getting our
country to this moment. Three of those people recently
passed away on the eve of the Supreme Court ruling:
Vicki Thorn, Deirdre McQuade and Brian Duggan.
Those of us who knew them have speculated about
the timing of their deaths, concluding that, as St. Paul
says, they had "finished the race" (2 Tm 4:7) and that
he "who began the good work in (them) will continue

Elise Italiano Ureneck
Catholic News Service
Finding God in All Things

to complete it" (Phil 1:6). That may or may not comfort those who loved them and grieve them. But the
mysterious timing does provide an impetus for us to
look at their work and draw direction and momentum
for a post-Roe future.
Vicki Thorn, founder of the ministry Project Rachel, knew that the Catholic Church's pro-life outreach
was missing an essential part of its mission — accompanying women and men who have lost children to
abortion.
In a video celebrating her reception of the University of Notre Dame's Evangelium Vitae Medal, Thorn
describes a life-changing conversation with a friend
who was in distress though she had had an abortion
See URENECK, Page 19

Sitting in grief
We went to Hobby Lobby.
It just opened up, you see. Brand new store. Because back in August 2020, the old one was blown
away in Hurricane Laura. And so for nearly two years
we've waited, sometimes not so patiently, for the store
with wooden signs with pithy phrases to reopen.
Earlier, as I sat at home watching the horrific
headlines cross my TV screen yet again, "19 children
dead in school shooting," I asked my nearly 5-year-old
daughter if she wanted to go to Hobby Lobby.
Because it felt like something normal that we
could do. And nothing else felt normal. Nothing else
felt right. Nothing else felt OK. Let's just go to the
new store and buy some craft supplies and a sign that
says, "Live Love Laugh," and try to not think about
the tragedy of tiny children being killed in their classrooms two days before summer vacation.
We bought some kites. They have Elsa from
"Frozen" on them.
Then we got back in the car, turned on the Disney
station on Sirius XM and "Shiny" from Moana began.
"Oh this one's my favorite, Mom! Can you turn it
loud!"
And we drove home, the songs from Moana making my minivan shake.
Just one tiny normal excursion, to remind me of
the gift my child is, to help me stay grounded in a moment of deep grief at the thought that 19 children will
never go to Hobby Lobby or get buckled into the minivan ever again.
I hopped over to AP News to look at more news
about the tragic shooting at Robb Elementary in

Katie Prejean McGrady
Catholic News Service
Window Seat Wisdom

Uvalde, Texas. A quick rundown of "What We Know
So Far" was top of the website, and as I scrolled
through the story, a tiny detail jumped out.
Some students at the school, after the awards ceremony that morning, were sitting in their classroom
watching Moana, enjoying that first taste of summer
break while still at school for just a couple more days.
And that's when they heard the pop pop pop of the
AR-15, ran to take cover, hide, escape.
I lost it.
Tears flooded my eyes. My heart began to pound.
The room seemed to spin.
Minutes before we'd listened to Moana songs, the
same songs those little kids heard yesterday, moments
before they were shot at — killed.
I wept. We all seem to be at this moment.
As we should.
In moments of tragedy, as the horror of violence
and evil become more obvious as the story unfolds, we
See McGrady, Page 19
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Who's listening to the women?
The leaked draft Supreme Court document that laid out the case for overturning
Roe v. Wade making abortion a constitutional
right has provoked an uproar.
Abortion advocates are furious that the
forthcoming ruling may toss abortion back to
the legislatures. Abortion opponents are
working furiously to have laws in place at
the state level to ban abortions. In either
case, the struggle won't be ending. It will be
punted to nearly every level of government
for the foreseeable future.
As we wait for the high court's final
decision in June, we might do well to listen
to Getty Israel, the founder and CEO of
Sisters in Birth, located in Mississippi.
Sisters in Birth exists to help poor and
underserved women in the poorest state in
the union to give birth to healthy babies and
to help mothers find the care they need. In a
recent interview, Israel sounded fed up with
the swirling national debate.
When interviewed on National Public
Radio's "Morning Edition," Israel did not
take the standard NPR line on abortion. She
sounded ticked off at everybody.
"When we get calls from women — and
we do — who are looking for an abortion,
the first question I ask is, 'What's going on?'"
"Because, yes, I want to change her
mind. Yes, I want to reduce the abortion rate.
That's a lot of Black lives lost in an era of
Black Lives Matter," she said.
"Pro-choice people are willing to wage a
war ... to protect (Roe v. Wade). But they're
not willing to help create any communitybased interventions to address the various
underlying risk factors that will lead a
woman to look for an abortion," Israel
charged.
What's missing from the national debate,
she added, are the voices of women who are
considering abortion. "No one ever says,
What do you need? What can we do to help
improve your life so that you don't find that
you need to have an abortion?"
"When a woman is seeking abortion, 9
times out of 10, she is alone," she continued.
"Pro-choice people aren't walking down the
path with her, and neither are the pro-life
people, beyond beating her over the head
with a Bible and Scripture."

Greg Erlandson
Catholic News Service
Amid the Fray

Almost 38% of Mississippians are
Black, the highest in the nation. Yet they account for 68% of abortions. Women looking
for abortion often work minimum-wage jobs
without health insurance. They are beset by
poverty and a torn social net.
Mississippi also has the highest rate of
infant deaths in the first 12 months of life.
Sixty percent of those babies are Black,
many of whom were born premature. Yet
state medical care for pregnant women and
for new mothers in poverty is minimal and
underfunded.
Banning abortion will not make Mississippi a pro-life state.
The racist murder of Black shoppers in
Buffalo, New York, has transfixed the nation,
but Getty Israel is right: Hundreds of thousands of Black babies are being aborted or
dying in their first year of life for lack of
adequate health care and support.
Nationwide there are bold pro-life efforts
like the Women's Care Centers that help expectant mothers, but so much more is
needed. Passage of a new child tax credit
program is one place to start.
Catholic bishops are calling for all Catholic institutions to step up and support moms
in need. In the words of the New York
bishops, if "every Catholic parish, every
Catholic Charities program, every Catholic
health facility, every Catholic school, every
Catholic college and university" were asking
women how they could help, the impact
could be culture changing. The challenge is,
how do we make this more than just a slogan?
--Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief
of Catholic News Service, can be reached at
gerlandson@catholicnews.com.

How long, O Lord?
When my Uncle Jim was murdered, I
wondered if this is what it would take for
every American to care about gun violence:
to lose someone they loved.
Now that another classroom of innocent
children has been gunned down in the latest
school shooting, I ask the same questions.
How long, O Lord? Until every last one of
us is grieving?
It's easy to write about faith and family
if you stay safe at home. Liturgical living,
praying together, talking to kids about God
— all of this is not without challenges, but it
brings deep joy.
Yet what good is our faith at home if we
do not live it out in the world? How can we
keep going as parents and grandparents,
sending our children out into a violent and
unsafe society? What good is our pro-life
stance if it does not cover all of life?
After comforting families in Uvalde,
Texas, San Antonio Archbishop Gustavo
García-Siller urged all Catholics to act:
"The Catholic Church consistently calls for
the protection of all life; and these mass
shootings are a most pressing life issue on
which all in society must act — elected
leaders and citizens alike."
We know there are no easy answers to
this horrific evil. But this does not mean
there are no answers. It means the work to
change our society will be long, and hard,
and will demand something from each of
us.
Exactly what we would say about abortion.
The point is not to care less about any
issue related to the sanctity of life. The point
is to care about more, and to keep caring
about more. More of the world, more of
God's beloved children, more of the evil and
injustice that keep humans from full flourishing.
Compassion was made to grow, not
shrink.
When we narrow the scope of what we
care about or act about or vote about or
speak about, we close ourselves off to more
of the world that God is calling us to
change.
I first sent a child to school in 2012, the
same year as the mass shooting at Sandy
Hook Elementary. Suddenly school no

Mag and Pearl
The other day, my daughter and I visited the Red
Cross office to donate blood.
Afterward, me munching the little bag of popcorn I
was offered to ward off dizziness, we agreed we'd done a
modest "civic duty" that day.
Civic duty? Civic-mindedness? A few years ago,
those were common American phrases, a positive way to
describe being active in the community, a community
that was cohesive and friendly where we all did our
share.
What does it mean now?
Civic duty brings to mind my friend Mag and, recently, a woman named Pearl.
Mag, the mom of a childhood friend, embodied
civic-mindedness in our small Nebraska town.
I would never have known Pearl Young's name, except she was one of 10 people murdered by a white supremacist in Buffalo, New York, on May 14.
Pearl, born in Alabama, moved to New York and
married a pastor. She was active in her Pentecostal faith,
singing, dancing and shouting her praise around the worship area with other congregants.
But she was much more than a Sunday Christian. A
substitute teacher in the Buffalo public schools, Pearl
taught Sunday school, worked at a soup kitchen and fed
the hungry in a local park for years.
Interviews quote friends and relatives attesting to
Pearl's kindness, always "being there" at times of need,
sorrow or celebration. A mom, a grandma, a good citizen, she had just come from a church luncheon to the
grocery store where she was killed.
Mag and Pearl were kindred spirits, even though
their lives and cultural experiences were far apart.
Mag, as a young widow, moved from the farm into
town. She opened a newsstand and spent a career with
the post office. But her reach went far beyond. She was
active in our local Catholic church.
Like many civic-minded folks, she was a joiner, participating in groups ranging from the altar society to the
Chamber of Commerce. She was elected to the public
high school board of education and served for 12 years.
She was always in line when the bloodmobile came

Laura Kelly
Fanucci
Catholic News Service
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longer seemed safe, the sanctuary I thought
it could be as a new parent, as a student who
always loved school. I hugged my son
tighter each morning and felt my stomach
twist every time I watched him enter the
school door.
Now I watch four of my children head
off to school each morning — schools with
caring teachers, strong communities and
practiced safety plans. But like every parent
I know, this week has been agonizing, rife
with anguish and anxiety.
How long, O Lord? I want to keep
praying. I fear the answer might be: as long
as we keep doing what we're doing, unwilling to change the status quo.
But the past month has also taught me
that what seems immovable can be moved.
The recent Supreme Court draft leak indicates that seismic change is on the horizon
for abortion in this country. We can change
what once looked impossible to change.
This week I had hard conversations
with my kids about the news. I prayed for
the victims and sent money to their families.
I called my representatives to ask how we
can work for change from a public policy
standpoint.
None of us can do everything. But all of
us can do something.
This is what I teach my kids about how
we must act in the world, as Catholics who
believe that our God of justice calls us to act
for justice.
May we do whatever we can before
each of us knows this grief firsthand.
--Fanucci is a writer, speaker, and author
of several books including Everyday Sacrament: The Messy Grace of Parenting. Her
work can be found at
laurakellyfanucci.com.

Cartoon Corner
Effie Caldarola
Catholic News Service
For the Journey

to town, and she adopted a downtown flower barrel each
summer, planting and watering through the Midwestern
heat to add beauty to our town. She was a top fan of
local sports.
When I was a Jesuit volunteer, not only did Mag
send me care packages at my remote Alaskan village,
but she accompanied my mother for a visit, flying in on
a small plane on a stormy night.
Mag eventually died of natural causes, but Pearl was
viciously killed by white nationalism. Those are words
— white nationalism — that we need to say out loud and
hear condemned from the pulpit. They are the evil opposite of civic engagement.
In troubled times, the old civic duties like running
for school board or volunteering to work at a polling
place give us pause. Am I safe from the screaming minority? The haters? Those who, intentionally or not, inspire young men to kill?
Should I hunker down?
I don't think Mag or Pearl would do that. They'd be
right there, seeing church and faith as core to civic duty.
They prized community. They'd be providing goodies to
the bake sale, contacting their senator, writing a letter to
the editor, bringing a loving message to a rancorous
school board meeting, delivering a casserole in your
time of need.
They would join, speak up, stand up, be kind.
They would be doing, as Mother Teresa advised,
small things with great love. People like Mag and Pearl
are the cornerstone of American civic society. Let's be
like them.
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Continued from Page 2
they waited for news. Along with priests
from the Archdiocese of San Antonio, he
spent much of the day tending to parishioners and others who needed comfort after
the horrific day.
"When will these insane acts of violence end?" the archbishop later said in a
statement. "It is too great a burden to bear.
The word tragedy doesn't begin to describe
what occurred. These massacres cannot be
considered 'the new normal.'"
"The Catholic Church consistently calls
for the protection of all life; and these mass
shootings are a most pressing life issue on
which all in society must act —- elected
leaders and citizens alike," he said. "We
pray that God comfort and offer compassion to the families of these little ones
whose pain is unbearable."
He confirmed to a CNN reporter that
there's an effort to connect with Ramos'
family and said he would show them gestures of "tenderness, compassion because
they are suffering, too." He said Ramos' actions were evil but said he didn't agree
when he heard someone say "that man is
evil."
"No, they were evil actions. Everyone

BISHOPS
Continued from Page 2
quien permanece en el hospital.
El arzobispo de San Antonio, Gustavo
García-Siller, consoló a las familias afuera
de un centro cívico local en Uvalde mientras esperaban noticias. Junto con los sacerdotes de la Arquidiócesis de San Antonio,
pasó gran parte del día atendiendo a los feligreses y otras personas que necesitaban
consuelo después de aquel espantoso día.
"¿Cuándo terminarán estos locos actos
de violencia?" expresó más tarde el arzobispo en un comunicado. "Es una carga demasiado grande para llevar. La palabra
tragedia no comienza a describir lo que
ocurrió. Estas masacres no pueden considerarse 'la nueva normalidad'".
"La Iglesia Católica pide constantemente la protección de toda forma de vida;
y estos tiroteos masivos son un problema
de vida apremiante sobre el que todos en la
sociedad deben actuar, tanto los líderes
electos como los ciudadanos", acotó. "Oramos para que Dios consuele y ofrezca compasión a las familias de estos pequeños
cuyo dolor es insoportable".
El arzobispo confirmó a un reportero
de CNN que hay un esfuerzo por conectarse con la familia de Ramos, a quienes
dijo que iba a recibir con gestos de "ternura, compasión porque ellos también están
sufriendo". Dijo que las acciones de Ramos
fueron malas, pero dijo que no estaba de
acuerdo cuando escuchó a alguien decir

The Angelus

has dignity and the family is suffering, too,"
he said. "It's easy to make remarks that destroy people's lives ... there's already
enough destruction."
Chieko Noguchi, director of public affairs for the U.S. Conference of Catholic
bishops, said the organization joined Archbishop García-Siller in prayers for the community.
"There have been too many school
shootings, too much killing of the innocent.
Our Catholic faith calls us to pray for those
who have died and to bind the wounds of
others," she said in a statement. "As we do
so, each of us also needs to search our souls
for ways that we can do more to understand
this epidemic of evil and violence and implore our elected officials to help us take action."
In a statement, the Diocese of El Paso,
Texas, suggested that a course of action
from the Catholic Church could come "in
findings ways to more effectively identify
people at risk of such behavior and to push
for reasonable limits to the proliferation of
firearms."
From Rome, Pope Francis also weighed
in, saying: "It's time to say 'Enough' to the
indiscriminate trade of weapons!" and encouraged all to be committed in the effort
"so that tragedies like this cannot occur
again."

Chicago Cardinal Blase J. Cupich in a
May 24 tweet said the right to life trumps
the right to have weapons and that "the Second Amendment did not come down from
Sinai."
"The right to bear arms will never be
more important than human life," he said.
"Our children have rights too. And our
elected officials have a moral duty to protect them."
In an address to the nation, President
Joe Biden recalled his time as vice president
when he could not get enough members of
Congress to agree on gun control legislation
in 2013, a year after 26 people, including 20
elementary school children, were fatally
shot by a gunman at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut.
"As a nation, we have to ask: When in
God's name are we going to stand up to the
gun lobby? When in God's name will we do
what we all know in our gut needs to be
done?" the president said.
Cardinal Cupich, in his tweets, implored people, not just to lament, but to act.
"We must weep and soak in the grief
that comes with the knowledge that these
children of God were cut down by a man
who was just a few years their senior. But
then we must steel ourselves to act in the
face of what seems like insurmountable despair," he tweeted. "As I reflect on this la-

test American massacre, I keep returning to
the questions: Who are we as a nation if we
do not act to protect our children? What do
we love more: our instruments of death or
our future?"
The USCCB has consistently called for
gun control.
In a presentation titled "Responses to
the Plague of Gun Violence" he delivered
Nov. 11, 2019, during the U.S. bishops' fall
general assembly, Bishop Frank J. Dewane
of Venice, Florida, then chairman of the
Committee on Domestic Justice and Human
Development, spelled out the bishops' support for a ban on assault weapons, universal
background checks, a federal gun trafficking bill, regulations on sales of handguns,
improved mental health interventions,
safety measures and "an honest assessment
of violent images and experiences in our society."
Like much of the American public voicing frustrations after the mass shooting in
Texas, Bishop Mark E. Brennan of Wheeling-Charleston, West Virginia, said the
country "must now do more than offer
prayers and support."
He called on all, but particularly on
lawmakers and gun owners "to work together and take action to ensure the safety
of our children, our schools, our churches
and our communities."

"ese hombre es malvado".
"No. Fueron malas acciones. Todos
tienen dignidad y la familia también está
sufriendo", manifestó. "Es fácil hacer comentarios que destruyen la vida de las personas . . . ya ha habido suficiente
destrucción".
Chieko Noguchi, directora de asuntos
públicos de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos, señaló que la organización se unió al arzobispo
García-Siller en oraciones por la comunidad.
"Ha habido demasiados tiroteos en las
escuelas, demasiadas matanzas de inocentes. Nuestra fe católica nos llama a orar
por los que han muerto y a vendar las heridas de los demás", expresó en un comunicado. "Al hacerlo, cada uno de nosotros
también necesita buscar en nuestras almas
formas en las que podamos hacer más para
comprender esta epidemia de maldad y violencia e implorar a nuestros funcionarios
electos que nos ayuden a tomar medidas".
En un comunicado, la Diócesis de El
Paso, Texas, sugirió que un curso de acción
de la Iglesia Católica podría ayudar a "encontrar formas de identificar de manera
más efectiva a personas en riesgo de tal
comportamiento y presionar por límites razonables para la proliferación de armas de
fuego".
Desde Roma, el papa Francisco también intervino y dijo: "¡Es hora de decir
'Basta' al comercio indiscriminado de
armas!" y animó a todos a comprometerse
en el esfuerzo "para que tragedias como

esta no vuelvan a ocurrir".
El cardenal Blase J. Cupich, de Chicago, en un tuit del 24 de mayo, dijo que el
derecho a la vida supera el derecho a tener
armas y que "la Segunda Enmienda no vino
del Sinaí".
"El derecho a portar armas nunca será
más importante que la vida humana", indicó. "Nuestros niños también tienen derechos. Y nuestros funcionarios electos tienen
el deber moral de protegerlos".
En un discurso a la nación, el presidente Joe Biden recordó su tiempo como
vicepresidente cuando no pudo lograr que
suficientes miembros del Congreso acordaran una legislación de control de armas en
2013, un año después de que 26 personas,
incluyendo 20 niños de escuela primaria,
fueran asesinados a tiros por un hombre armado en la escuela primaria Sandy Hook
en Newtown, Connecticut.
"Como nación, tenemos que preguntarnos: ¿cuándo, en el nombre de Dios, vamos
a hacer frente al lobby de las armas?
¿Cuándo, en el nombre de Dios, haremos lo
que todos sabemos en nuestras entrañas que
se debe hacer?" expresó el presidente.
El cardenal Cupich, en sus tuits, imploró a la gente a no solo lamentarse, sino
también a actuar.
"Debemos llorar y sumergirnos en el
dolor que viene con el conocimiento de que
estos hijos de Dios fueron asesinados por
un hombre que era solo unos años mayor
que ellos. Pero luego debemos armarnos de
valor para actuar frente a lo que parece una
insuperable desesperanza", tuiteó. "Mien-

tras reflexiono sobre esta última masacre
estadounidense, sigo volviendo a las preguntas: ¿Quiénes somos como nación si no
actuamos para proteger a nuestros hijos?
¿Qué amamos más: nuestros instrumentos
de muerte o nuestro futuro?"
La USCCB ha pedido constantemente
el control de armas.
En una presentación titulada "Respuestas a la plaga de la violencia armada" que
realizó el 11 de noviembre de 2019, durante
la asamblea general de otoño de obispos de
Estados Unidos, el obispo Frank J. Dewane
de Venice, Florida, entonces presidente del
Comité de Justicia Doméstica y Desarrollo
Humano, abordó el apoyo de los obispos a
la prohibición de las armas de asalto, la verificación universal de antecedentes, un
proyecto de ley federal sobre el tráfico de
armas, regulaciones sobre la venta de armas
cortas, mejores intervenciones de salud
mental, medidas de seguridad y "una evaluación honesta de las imágenes y experiencias violentas en nuestra sociedad."
Al igual que gran parte del público estadounidense que expresó su frustración
después del tiroteo masivo en Texas, el
obispo Mark E. Brennan de WheelingCharleston, Virginia Occidental, dijo que el
país "ahora debe hacer más que ofrecer oraciones y apoyo".
Hizo un llamado a todos, pero particularmente a los legisladores y propietarios de
armas, a "trabajar juntos y tomar medidas
para garantizar la seguridad de nuestros
niños, nuestras escuelas, nuestras iglesias, y
nuestras comunidades".

EDICTAL SUMMONS
June 1, 2022
CASE: NEELY -- PFLUGER
NO.: SO/22/21*

EDICTAL SUMMONS
June 1, 2022
CASE: NEELY -- HOLTMYER
NO.: SO/22/22*

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of
San Angelo is seeking Melanie Pfluger.
You are hereby summoned to appear before
the Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo,
at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or
before the 30th day of June 2022, to answer to the
Petition of JON GEYE NEELY, now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “Jon
Neely and Melanie Pfluger, Petition for Declaration
of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is identified
as Case: NEELY -- PFLUGER; Protocol No.:
SO/22/21*, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese
of San Angelo.
You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Failure to communicate within the
prescribed period of time will be considered your
consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings
in the above-named case.
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San
Angelo on this 1st day of June 2022.

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of
San Angelo is seeking Kimberly Jo Holtmyer.
You are hereby summoned to appear before
the Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo,
at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or
before the 30th day of June 2022, to answer to the
Petition of JON GEYE NEELY, now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “Jon
Neely and Kimberly Holtmyer, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is identified as Case: NEELY -- HOLTMYER; Protocol No.:
SO/22/22*, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese
of San Angelo.
You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Failure to communicate within the
prescribed period of time will be considered your
consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings
in the above-named case.
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San
Angelo on this 1st day of June 2022.

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL
Judicial Vicar

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL
Judicial Vicar

EDICTAL SUMMONS
June 1, 2022
CASE: NEELY -- LIPE
NO.: SO/22/23*
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of
San Angelo is seeking Carla Daveleen Lipe.
You are hereby summoned to appear before
the Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo,
at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or
before the 30th day of June 2022, to answer to the
Petition of JON GEYE NEELY, now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “Jon
Neely and Carla Lipe, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is identified as
Case: NEELY -- LIPE; Protocol No.: SO/22/23*, on
the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.
You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Failure to communicate within the
prescribed period of time will be considered your
consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings
in the above-named case.
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San
Angelo on this 1st day of June 2022.
Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL
Judicial Vicar
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Jesus responds: "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must
be in my Father's house?"
Jesus, of course, was in the Temple
talking with the teachers and asking questions about God the father. His Father.
Even though we don't hear his response, we can all feel Joseph's blood
pressure rising. As an adult, my anxiety
manifests itself more around my children's
safety than anything else. If I've lost track
of them, even for 30 seconds, my heart
starts beating.
While they are not Jesus, my children
are special gifts from God and made in his
image and likeness. If their rapidly growing intellects don't keep me humble, the

thought of them being created by the Almighty certainly does.
So, when they disappear from my view
in a store or restaurant, they're testing my
trust in them and their trust in me.
St. Francis de Sales once said, "Do not
fear what may happen tomorrow. The
same loving Father who cares for you
today will care for you tomorrow and
every day. Either he will shield you from
suffering, or he will give you unfailing
strength to bear it. Be at peace, then, and
put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginings."
I, in turn, have to place my trust in
God with simple prayers until I'll hear
their little voices, steps or laughter. Can-

didly, it's a hard notion to keep in mind in
the moment of anxiety.
For all my focus on nerves, the reality
is that it's a blessing to be entrusted with
children each day. Their purity of heart
helps reshape how I view the world and
trust others and, most important, God.
God chose me, as a father, for this moment and these children to make a difference in this world. The least I can do is be
a little like Joseph and trust him.
--Matt Palmer is director of media relations for Towson University in Maryland.
He formerly was a social media strategist
for the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

Continued from Page 14
Board had just finished building a new
multi-million dollar school. Not long after
it’s opening, one of its students, a boy in
high school, started a fire in his locker, unaware that the gas valves for the school’s
heating system were right behind his
locker. A huge fire started and the whole
school burned down. To his credit, the boy
summoned his courage and owned up to

what had happened. Then, of course, a
never-ending series of questions ensued:
Why would he ever do that? Why would
anyone start a fire in his locker? What accounts for that kind of reckless stupidity?
What can excuse the inexcusable?
I very much appreciated an answer
given to these questions by one of the Australian bishops. Speaking to a questioning
group of teachers and school administrators, his short answer said it all. Why
would this young student do something
like that? Because he is a boy! Young boys

have been (for no explicable reason) starting fires long before gas valves ever appeared on the planet. Moreover, there’s no
excuse for it, save human nature itself.
Often times, that’s the excuse for the
inexcusable: Because we’re human! Indeed, this was the real excuse for the
woman who under the influence of alcohol
and drugs betrayed her husband, just as it
was the real excuse for Peter when he betrayed Jesus.
But, this must be read correctly. This
doesn’t give us permission to appeal to our

morally inept human nature as an excuse
for betrayal or stupidity. We’re human!
Boys will be boys! The lesson rather is that
whenever our moral ineptness has us fall
into betrayal or stupidity, what ultimately
moves things forward is not an apology or
an excuse, but a renewed commitment in
love.
--Ron Rolheiser
San Antonio, Texas
May 15, 2022.
Website: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Continued from Page 14
politicization (e.g., immigration policies,
access to basic services). We want spaces
to share our own voices.
I remember once publishing an article
favoring immigration reform that promotes
family reunification and creates pathways
to regularize the status of undocumented
immigrants. I received several letters from
what I surmise were upset Catholics.
Some interlocutors accused me of
being "too conservative" for tying my argument to family values. Others accused
me of being "too liberal" for speaking in
favor of humane treatment of undocumented immigrants.
To both I answered that I am neither. I
am just Catholic. Hence the need for balanced venues in the world of Catholic
news and analysis to have authentically
Catholic conversations.
--Ospino is professor of theology and religious education at Boston College.

Continued from Page 16
goods. Feeling too old to dig and ashamed to beg, he decided to curry favor with his master's debtors. So he said
to the first, who owed a hundred measures of oil, "Take
your bill ... and write 50."
This isn't the first time the administration has forgiven debts for a group of likely electoral supporters.
Last August, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ordered a moratorium on rental evictions. President Biden openly conceded that he probably lacked
authority to act, as a majority of justices had ruled just
weeks before. But he went ahead anyway, The New York
Times said, "to quell a rebellion among angry Democrats" who couldn't persuade Congress to act.
The Constitution gives Congress authority over the
government's assets because it represents all the people
who pay the bills. Congress has not forgiven student
loans. The president has no authority to curry favor with
one faction by writing off the debts they owe to the rest
of us.
--Garvey is president of The Catholic University of
America in Washington. Follow him on Twitter @CatholicPres. Catholic University's website is www.cua.edu.

Continued from Page 16
many years prior. Thorn understood in that moment that "abortion is not a
nonevent," and that those involved in it need to know of God's mercy.
Given that 1 in 4 American women has had an abortion, many of
whom have had more than one, and provided that some states are promising unrestricted access to abortion if Roe is overturned, the work of healing
and pastoral counseling that Thorn conceived of will be needed in the years
to come.
Much of Deirdre McQuade's professional life was spent in the pro-life
arena: She accompanied women in crisis pregnancies, she empowered prolife college students and she served as a program analyst at the National Institutes of Health in the area of women's health.
Her longest stint was serving as the spokeswoman on pro-life issues
for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, which took her to parishes
and dioceses across the country.
Many people who are pro-life have trouble articulating why they are
opposed to abortion, assisted suicide and euthanasia. Deirdre's work was
equipping Catholics to find both the talking points and the courage to
speak on neuralgic issues.
Her magic was in making people feel loved even as she challenged
them. Even if Roe falls, there will still be plenty of people to persuade
using her methods.
Last, while many people are aware of the work of Brian Duggan's wife,
Helen Alvaré, whose legal scholarship and communications skills have
steered the pro-life strategy in the country for decades, his behind-thescenes advocacy for the cause of life was no less impressive or important.
He worked tirelessly to help equip Catholics make their voices heard by
advocating federally for pro-life laws. Being pro-life in a democracy is a
gift not to be taken for granted, and he knew it.
If Roe falls, there will be plenty of state laws that will expand access to
abortion. Brian laid the groundwork for how to get better laws on the
books. But his life also countered the fallacy that abortion is necessary for
women to succeed in their professional life, as evidenced by his wife's astounding output.
What working mothers need are supportive husbands and fathers who
are willing to share domestic duties and childrearing during various seasons so that they can each use their gifts as needed. This will be necessary
to show those who believe women must do it all on their own and so have
access to abortion.
There's work ahead in a post-Roe America. We'd do well to compose a
playbook based on the legacies of these late pro-life leaders.
--Elise Italiano Ureneck is a communications consultant and a columnist
for Catholic News Service.

TRUST
Continued from Page 12
of God, was raised by a simple carpenter
who obeyed the Lord's wishes. Joseph did
as the Lord asked.
If we think our task is challenging,
imagine caring for the well-being of the
Son of God.
Never have I related more to Joseph
and Mary than when they lost him in Jerusalem. When they reunited, as chronicled
in Luke 2:41-51, Mary asks, "Son, why
have you done this to us? Your father and I
have been looking for you with great anxiety."

ROLHEISER

McGRADY
Continued from Page 16
sometimes run to "fix it" so it never happens
again. And we should fix it, and we must try to
make sure it never happens again.
But first we must sit and lament. First we
must sit and cry. First we must sit and grieve.
First we must sit, still as can be, and look at the
tragedy.
And then, stand up, and remind ourselves
this is not the end.
The tragedy is not the end. The tears are
not the end. The horror is not the end.
We lament, and we sit in pain, and we
grieve and mourn and cry, and enter a tomb of
darkness, and cling to the seemingly impossible hope that the stone will roll away, the sun

will rise, the tears will dry, and the tragedy is
not the end to the story.
We sit, so that we can then stand. We weep,
so that we can perhaps dance once again.
The tragedy of mass shootings — in a
grocery store and a school in less than two
weeks — is not one to move on from anytime
soon. We must sit in this grief and feel this
pain.
And then, we must cling to the words of
Jesus, who we know told us there will be trouble in this world, but to take heart, for he has
conquered all.
--Katie Prejean McGrady is an author,
speaker and host of "The Katie McGrady
Show" on The Catholic Channel on Sirius XM.
She lives in Lake Charles, Louisiana, with her
family.
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Prayers for Uvalde
On Wednesday, May 25, 2022, the Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart held a candlelight vigil for the victims of the horrific shooting at an elementary school in Uvalde.
On May 24, 19 students and 2 teachers were killed when a gunman entered the school
and opened fire. During the prayer vigil at the cathedral in San Angelo, a lit candle
was placed at the front of the church for each victim.
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Elsner ordained transitional deacon at St. Stephen Mass
Deacon Elsner incensed the concelebrating
priests: Father Michael Rodriguez,
Father Santiago
Udayar, Jesuit
Father Anthony
Wieck, and Father
Rodney White.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Deacon Mike Elsner addressed the faithful gathered
to witness his ordination at
the conclusion of the Mass.
Elsner has one year remaining at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri.
After this year as a transitional deacon, Elsner is expected to be ordained a
priest for the Diocese of San
Angelo.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY
Mike Elsner, a seminarian for the Diocese of San Angelo, was ordained a transitional deacon by Bishop Michael Sis at a Mass at St.
Stephen Church in Midland, May 21, 2022.
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COLLECTIONS

DIOCESAN STATISTICS

Diocese of san angelo

FISCAL YEAR
NATIONAL COLLECTIONS

2020-21

2019-20

Latin America

$ 5,532.97

$ 19,584.40

Central & Eastern Europe

$ 5,532.97

$ 19,584.40

Pastoral Solidarity in Africa

$ 5,532.97

$ 19,584.40

Black/Indian Missions

$ 13,947.01

$ 24,839.46

Catholic Extension Society

$ 13,947.01

$ 24,839.46

1,386

1,286

BAPTISMS

FIRST
COMMUNIONS

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

269
MARRIAGES

Rice Bowl

$ 29,691.00

$ 19,332.57

Catholic Relief Services

$ 31,774.05

$ 22,335.33

Holy Land

$ 28,296.49

$ 18,051.15

Catholic Home Missions

$ 28,252.70

$

Communication Campaign

$ 28,113.76

$ 17,434.36

Peter's Pence (Holy Father)

$ 23,056.39

$ 47,717.38

Honduras Partnership

$ 21,887.26

$ 52,438.34

World Mission Sunday

$ 28,996.26

$ 58,312.87

Campaign for Human Dev

$ 39,132.65

$ 45,787.46

CLERGY & RELIGIOUS

Retirement for Religious

$ 48,655.51

$ 80,133.59

IN SERVICE TO THE DIOCESE

Unscheduled Disasters

$ -

7,862.50

$

SUBTOTAL $ 352,349.00 $

779.17
478,616.84

*For more details on national collections, visit:
www.usccb.org/about/national-collections
FISCAL YEAR
DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS

1,019

253

CONFIRMATIONS RCIA CANDIDATES/
CATECHUMENS

Active Bishop: 1
Retired Bishop: 1
Extern Priests: 11
Retired Priests: 9
Military Chaplains: 2

2020-21

2019-20

Catholic Schools

$ 29,561.72

$ 74,360.56

Diocesan Outside Diocese: 2

Poor Parish Assistance

$ 58,517.72

$ 22,803.36

Diocesan Priests Retirement

$ 71,155.66

$ 89,550.78

Diocesan Inside Diocese: 39
Religious Brothers: 5

Campus Ministry

$ 26,095.76

$ 41,429.67

Seminarian Education

$ 81,834.91

$ 54,380.15

Mission Cooperative

$ 18,792.66

$ 90,147.98

SUBTOTAL $ 285,958.43 $ 372,672.50
TOTAL $638,307.43

financial RepoRt to the faithful

Religious Priests: 9
Religious Sisters: 14
Seminarians: 8
Permanent Deacons: 78

$ 851,289.34

DIOCESAN FINANCE COUNCIL
The diocesan Finance Council is a consultative body for the
diocesan bishop and, as with parish finance councils, is
required by the Code of Canon Law, the universal law of
the Catholic Church. The specific responsibilities of the
diocesan Finance Council, as outlined by canon law, include
reviewing the annual budget, annual financial statements
and the independent auditor’s report, and providing
consultation in specific financial areas. The members of the
diocesan Finance Council, appointed by the bishop for five
-year terms, are:

Rev. Patrick Akpanobong: Pastor, San Miguel Arcangel
Dr. Ed Brandecker: MD
Dewey Bryant: CEO, Southwest Bank
David A. Eyler, Chair: Manager, Milagro Resources GP
Rachael Jacoby: Principal, Armstrong, Backus & Co., LLP
Joey Light: Superintendent, Wylie ISD
Leslie T. Maiman, Jr, D. Min.,: DFO, Diocese of San Angelo
Pamela Mann: Retired Executive
Deacon Marc Mata: Vice Chancellor, Diocese of San Angelo
Jimmy W. Peacock: Attorney at Law Partner
Very Rev. Santiago Udayar, Ex-officio: Vicar General
Mike Wyse, Ex-officio: Chancellor, Diocese of San Angelo

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As your bishop, one of my duties is to administer the material resources of the Church with responsible
stewardship. This includes regularly providing an account of income and expenditures. In order to inform you of the
financial condition of the Diocese of San Angelo, our practice is to print an annual summary of our diocesan
financial report. In this section of the April edition of the West Texas Angelus, we present a basic summary and
introductory explanation. If you would like more details, please see our audited annual financial statements at this
website: www.sanangelodiocese.org/finance-office.
The sacrificial giving of our Catholics in West Texas is what sustains the ministry of our parishes and our
diocese. I deeply appreciate the dedicated service of all our priests, deacons, religious, staff, and volunteers, who
pour out their energies in the mission of the Church.
All of the ministry of the Catholic Church depends upon the grace of God. We seek to respond to his goodness
by developing the gifts he has given us and returning them to him cheerfully with increase. May our efforts give him
glory and be brought to fulfillment in his Kingdom.
In the joy of Christ’s service,
Most Rev. Michael J. Sis
Bishop of San Angelo

92,517
REGISTERED
PARISHIONERS

45 PARISHES
22 MISSIONS

11 MINISTRY &
OUTREACH
OFFICES

4 SCHOOLS

1 DIOCESAN
FAMILY

The information contained in this report provides a financial overview of the Roman Catholic Diocese of San
Angelo. Bishop Michael Sis is the spiritual leader of the Catholic Church in West Texas. This annual report includes
an overview of the Pastoral Center (the central offices of the diocese), Calvary Catholic Cemetery, and Christ the
King Retreat Center. In the pages of this report you will find a summary of the statements of financial activities
and an online COVID donations report for the diocese. We hope you find it to be informative.

Statements of Activities

Statement of Financial Position
Ending June 30,
Assets
Cash and Cash equivalents
Accounts receivable
Other prepaid assets
Parish Notes receivable
Investments
Property and equipment, net
Total Assets

2021

2020

$
4,592,124
1,057,015
6,808
4,598,079
14,192,807
2,517,544

$
5,729,599
795,686
6,808
3,566,864
18,169,064
1,703,453

26,964,377

29,971,474

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued
Accrued pension plan liabilities
Accrued post-retirement benefit
Parish collections for designated
Agency funds - insurance
Parish savings deposits
Notes payable

Total Liabilities

727,214
363,561
2,370,745
223,806
667,207
15,505,590
387,547

708,852
1,989,189
2,026,448
302,419
18,109,203
346,113

20,245,670

23,482,224

6,630,073
88,634

3,763,585
2,725,665

6,718,707

6,489,250

Net Assets
Without donor restrictions
With donor restrictions
Total Net Assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

26,964,377

29,971,474

2021

Ending June 30,

REVENUES:

Without Donor With Donor
Restriction $ Restriction $

2020

TOTAL

Without Donor With Donor
Restriction $ Restriction $

TOTAL

REVENUES
PARISH ASSESSMENT: Assessments on parish revenues to support the diocese.
GRANT INCOME: Grants awarded to the diocese and restricted for a specific
purpose.
CONTRIBUTIONS: Donations from a variety of sources.
INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS: Income earned from investments.
GAIN ON DEBT FORGIVENESS: Forgiveness of PPP 1 loan to diocese
INVESTMENT INCOME: Parish savings & loans and investment of available cash.
SEMINARIAN BURSE: Transferred to Catholic Charitable Foundation.
FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
PERSONNEL: Wages, benefits, trainings, and payroll taxes.
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: General expenses including various fees and dues,
Angelus and printing expenses, property taxes, contributions and distributions.
INSURANCE: The diocese has insurance policies for its property, general liability,
vehicles, employees’ worker compensation, and medical. Also includes deductions
and claims.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: Includes legal, accounting and audit fees, professional
consultation, background checks, and other services incurred.

FACILITY EXPENSES: Includes facility & equipment rental, mowing, janitorial service, utilities, phone and Internet service.
EDUCATION & FAITH: Expenses directly related to faith & education programs,
including formation, scholarships, and family life and marriage.
TRAVEL: Includes various costs incurred for traveling to authorized events.
DEPRECIATION: Noncash expense reducing the value of diocesan capital assets.
SUPPLIES, REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE: Repair and maintenance of the pastoral
center and Christ the King Retreat Center buildings, grounds, and equipment.
SUB-CATEGORIES FOR FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
PROGRAM EXPENSES: Direct and indirect costs related to providing the diocese
programs and social services.
GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: Not identifiable with a specific
program or activity, but essential to the continued existence of the diocese.
SUB-CATEGORIES FOR REVENUE:
WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTION: Funds free from any external restrictions and
available for general use as decided by the bishop or Finance Council.
WITH DONOR RESTRICTION: These are funds that are donor-restricted for use on
a specific project.

Assessments

3,719,874

-

3,719,874

3,496,334

-

3,496,334

Grant Income

253,803

444,095

697,898

-

644,819

644,819

Contributions

410,562

639,005

1,049,567

519,364

125,069

644,433

iGIVECATHOLIC TOP RECIPIENTS

Other Income and Fees

807,407

-

807,407

1,173,774

-

1,173,774

PARISH/ORGANIZATION

DONORS

Interest and Dividends

550,473

42,179

592,652

10,402

33,224

43,626

Gain on Debt Forgiveness
Investments

346,113
155,129

-

346,113
155,129

3,200

8,955

12,155

Released From Restriction

3,762,310

(3,762,310)

-

933,706

(933,706)

-

Total Revenues

EXPENSES:
Personnel
Administrative
Insurance
Professional Fees
Facility Expenses
Education & Faith
Travel
Depreciation
Supplies & Repairs
Seminary Burse Transfer
To Foundation
Total Expenses
Change In Net Assets

10,005,671 (2,637,031) 7,368,640
Program
Expenses

General &
Admin

1,226,040
171,278
4,943
115,313
91,080
524,761
45,118
31,392
3,107,532
5,317,457

6,136,780

(121,639) 6,015,141

TOTAL

Program
Expenses

General &
Admin

TOTAL

1,592,520
161,494
38,053
327,092
202,975
123,428
32,002
137,287
271,488
-

2,818,560
332,772
42,996
442,405
294,055
648,189
77,120
137,287
302,880
3,107,532

1,707,623
193,137
6,247
67,327
82,720
602,566
68,721
25,907
-

2,273,948
367,680
21,645
405,638
230,694
178,594
35,378
102,160
112,097
-

3,981,571
560,817
27,892
472,965
313,414
781,160
104,099
102,160
138,004
-

2,886,339

8,203,796

2,754,248

(835,156)

3,727,834 6,482,082
(466,941)

TOTAL RAISED

YEAR

TOTAL

Odessa Catholic Charities

42

$100,000

2021

$252,690

Midland St. Stephen’s

162

$78,787

2020

$145,009

Midland OLG

164

$41,064

Abilene St. Francis

30

$10,820

2019

$2,200

Abilene St. Vincent

66

$5,305

2018

$1,650

San Angelo St. Joseph

154

$4,458

Others

47

$12,255

What Is iGiveCatholic?
Celebrated annually on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving, Black Friday, and Cyber Monday, iGiveCatholic is a giving day that kicks off
the charitable season and brings the Catholic community together to give thanks and give back. iGiveCatholic inspires faithful stewards to
"Give Catholic" on #GivingTuesday, a global day of generosity. The goal of iGiveCatholic is to rally our Catholic community in support of
our parishes, schools, and ministries. Secure, tax-deductible donations to participating Catholic churches, schools, and ministries were given
to the Diocese of San Angelo at sanangelo.iGiveCatholic.org during a 24-hour period on #GivingTuesday, November 30, 2021, and
during the Advanced Giving Day phase beginning at 12:00 AM on Monday, November 15 through 11:59 PM on Monday, November 29.

Save the date for the next #iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday
November 29, 2022!

ONLINE COVID DONATIONS REPORT

