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When I was 13 years old, someone 
in the Catholic Church gave me my first 
Bible. It was a little pocket version New 
Testament, which was easy to read for 
teenagers. They encouraged me to read 
it, pray with it, and allow God to guide 
my life through his holy Word. That was 
one of the most impactful gifts I have 
ever received, because it introduced me 
to a lifelong practice of encountering 
God through sacred Scripture. For that I 
am forever grateful. 

Some people claim that the Bible is 
not important to Catholics, but all 
members of the Catholic Church need to 
allow the Word of God to guide us, com-
fort us, challenge us, and inspire us to ac-
tion. We need to know Scripture, keep it 
alive, and pass it along to others. St. Je-
rome, the fifth-century Catholic priest 
who translated the Bible from the origi-
nal texts into Latin, said, “Ignorance of 
the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ” 
(Commentary on the Book of Isaiah, Pro-
logue: PL 24,17B). 

In this article, I will present some 
basic steps that all of us can take to allow 
the Word of God in Scripture to bear 
good fruit in our lives. 

1. The first step is to obtain a good, 
trustworthy translation that you can un-
derstand. The following are some rec-
ommended English translations for 
Catholics: 

New Revised Standard Version, •
Catholic edition 
New American Bible, revised •
edition 
New Jerusalem Bible •
English Standard Version •
Catholic Youth Bible •

A Bible is typically more helpful if it 
has annotations, footnotes, and maps. 
Some have a handy topical index in the 
back. When shopping for a Bible, make 
sure that all 73 books are included, not 
just the 66 books that are found in a Pro-
testant Bible. 

Some versions that are not approved 
by the Catholic Church, and which I do 
not recommend, are the following: 

New International Version •
King James Bible •
New American Standard Bible •

2. The next step is to set aside time 
for reading the Bible. Choose a place 
where you can concentrate and pray. For 
example, you might use your own room 

at home, or perhaps a local parish 
church. A very fruitful setting for praying 
with Scripture is a church or chapel 
where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved 
in the tabernacle or exposed in the mon-
strance. 

3. Before you begin your session 
with Scripture, pray for the help of the 
Holy Spirit, and ask God for an open 
heart. The Holy Spirit who inspired the 
writing of Sacred Scripture is the same 
Holy Spirit who inspires us in listening 
to it. The Word of God opens the door to 
our heart from the inside, using the key 
of the Holy Spirit. 

4. Next, you decide which passage to 
read. One very good method for choos-
ing your passage is to follow the 
readings of the day of the church liturgi-
cal year. These are online at the follow-
ing link from the website of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops: 
bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar. 
Another good method for choosing your 
passage is to read one book of the Bible 
at a time, taking just a few paragraphs 
each day. That is how I began my per-
sonal encounter with the Scriptures as a 
teenager — reading through the Gospel 
of Matthew, just a little bit each day, be-
fore going to sleep. 

5. As you read the passage, go 
through it more than once, slowly and at-
tentively. It is helpful to underline words 
that arouse the greatest interest. Rest on 
those words, pondering them, giving 
them time to sink into your heart and 
mind. 

6. The Bible is the Word of God, but 
it was put into writing by human authors. 
As you read, try to understand the au-
thor’s purpose. Who wrote it? What was 
going on at that time and place?  Why 
did they write?  Who was the intended 
audience? Here it can be helpful to use a 
good Catholic commentary on the Scrip-
tures. Some examples are the New Col-

legeville Bible Commentary (Liturgical 
Press), the Catholic Commentary on 
Sacred Scripture series (Baker Aca-
demic), and the Ignatius Catholic Study 
Bible: New Testament (Ignatius Press). 

7. When you are reading the Bible, 
enter into the passage personally. Imag-
ine yourself there in the scene. Some 
questions you ask yourself might be: 
What does this passage tell me about 
what God is like? What do I need to hear 
today from this passage? How does it 
comfort me? How does it challenge me 
or correct me? What actions does it in-
spire me to take? 

8. The next step is to pray. Depend-
ing on the passage and on what is going 
on in your own life, you might give 
thanks to God, praise God, express sor-
row for your sins, or ask God for help. 
As you embrace the Word of God, allow 
the Lord simply to be with you and smile 
upon you. 

9. The last step is to carry out the ac-
tion that your prayer time has inspired 
you to do. In this way, the Word of God 
will influence the way you treat people, 
the decisions you make, and the direction 
of your life. 

Pope Francis recommends that each 
of us keep a copy of the Gospels with us 
in a handy place, such as in the car, a 
pocket, a purse, or a backpack. This 
makes it easier for us to find time to read 
a short passage each day, whether we are 
at home or away. 

There are also various Bible apps 
available for mobile phones. These 
handy tools increase the accessibility of 
the Scriptures for our daily use. 

Sacred Scripture is a precious treas-
ure. I recommend the practice of keeping 
a few copies of the Bible on hand to give 
away to others, in order to share with 
them the life-changing experience of per-
sonal encounter with the Word of God. 
These could be purchased online or at 
any of our local Catholic gift stores. 

Some of our parishes are supporting 
virtual group Bible studies. After the 
pandemic passes, I encourage parishes to 
foster in-person groups as well. 

Pope Francis says, “Christ Jesus is 
knocking at our door in the words of 
sacred Scripture. If we hear his voice and 
open the doors of our minds and hearts, 
then he will enter our lives and remain 
ever with us” (Aperuit Illis, no. 8). 

Prayer in defense 
of marriage

The Prayer Square
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From the Bishop’s Desk

Up close and personal with the Bible
Bishop  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of   
San Angelo

National Marriage Week is Feb. 7–14, 
2021, in the church in the United 
States, and World Marriage Day is Feb. 
14. 
 
God our Father, we give you thanks 
for the gift of marriage: the bond of life 
and love, 
and the font of the family. 
 
The love of husband and wife enriches 
your Church with children, 
fills the world with a multitude of spiritual 
fruitfulness and service, 
and is the sign of the love of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, for his Church. 
 
The grace of Jesus flowed forth at Cana  
at the request of the Blessed Mother.  
May your Son,  
through the intercession of Mary,  
pour out upon us 
a new measure of the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit 
as we join with all people of good will 
to promote and protect the unique beauty 
of marriage. 
 
May your Holy Spirit enlighten our society 
to treasure the heroic love of  
husband and wife, and guide our leaders  
to sustain and protect 
the singular place of mothers and fathers 
in the lives of their children. 
 
Father, we ask that our prayers 
be joined to those of the Virgin Mary, 
that your Word may transform our service 
so as to safeguard the incomparable 
splendor of marriage. 
We ask all these things  
through Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us. 
 
 
Prayer found at usccb.org

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to cre-
ating and maintaining the safest pos-
sible environment for our children and 
vulnerable adults. If you or someone 
you know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and 
you need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help 
you. To report incidents, call Lori 
Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

325-374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese 
of San Angelo, Victim Assistance 
Ministry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, 
TX 76902. If the incident occurred 
outside this diocese, our Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator will assist in bring-
ing your concern to the attention of 
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep 
in mind that one always has the right 
to report abuse to civil authorities, and 
civil law requires that any abuse of a 
minor must be reported.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cual-
quier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y 
necesita un lugar para hablar con alguien 
sobre sus sentimientos de traición o he-
rido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayu-
darle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a 
Lori Hines, Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o es-

criba a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Minis-
terio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 
1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intér-
prete de español está disponible. Si el in-
cidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, 
nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupa-
ción a la atención de la diócesis cor-
respondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta 
que uno siempre tiene el derecho de re-
portar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y 
la ley civil requiere que cualquier abuso 
de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.



De cerca y personal con la Biblia
Cuando tenía 13 años, alguien en la Iglesia 

Católica me dio mi primera Biblia. Era una 
pequeña versión de bolsillo del Nuevo Testa-
mento, que era fácil de leer para los adolescentes. 
Me animaron a leerla, orar con ella, y permitirle a 
Dios que guiara mi vida a través de su santa Pala-
bra. Ese fue uno de los regalos más impactantes 
que he recibido, porque me introdujo a una prác-
tica de por vida de encontrarme con Dios a través 
de la sagrada Escritura. Por eso estaré eterna-
mente agradecido. 

Algunas personas afirman que la Biblia no es 
importante para los católicos, pero todos los 
miembros de la Iglesia Católica deben permitir 
que la Palabra de Dios nos guíe, consuele, desa-
fíe, e inspire a actuar. Necesitamos conocer las 
Escrituras, mantenerlas vivas y transmitirlas a 
otros. San Jerónimo, el sacerdote católico del 
quinto siglo que tradujo la Biblia de los textos 
originales al latín, dijo: “La ignorancia de las Es-
crituras es la ignorancia de Cristo” (Comentario 
al Libro de Isaías, Prólogo: PL 24,17B). 

En este artículo, presentaré algunos pasos bá-
sicos que todos podemos tomar para permitir que 
la Palabra de Dios en las Escrituras dé buenos fru-
tos en nuestras vidas. 

1. El primer paso es obtener una traducción 
buena y confiable que pueda entender. Aquí hay 
algunas traducciones en español recomendadas 
para católicos: 

La Biblia Latinoamericana •
La Biblia de Nuestro Pueblo: Biblia del •
Peregrino 
La Nueva Biblia de Jerusalén •
La Biblia Misionera •
Dios Habla Hoy •
La Biblia de Navarra •

Una Biblia suele ser más útil si tiene anota-
ciones, notas al pie de página, y mapas. Algunas 
tienen un índice tópico útil en la parte posterior. 
Cuando compre una Biblia, asegúrese de incluir 
todos los 73 libros, no solo los 66 que se encuen-
tran en una Biblia Protestante. 

Algunas versiones que no están aprobadas por 
la Iglesia Católica, y que no recomiendo, son las 
siguientes: 

Nueva Versión Internacional  •
Versión Reina-Valera •

2. El siguiente paso es dedicar tiempo para 
leer la Biblia. Busque un lugar donde pueda con-
centrarse y orar. Por ejemplo, puede usar su pro-
pio cuarto en casa o tal vez una iglesia parroquial 
local. Un lugar muy fructífero para orar con la Es-
critura es una iglesia o capilla donde el Santísimo 
Sacramento está reservado en el tabernáculo o ex-
puesto en la custodia. 

3. Antes de comenzar su sesión con la Escri-
tura, ore pidiendo la ayuda del Espíritu Santo y 
pídale a Dios un corazón abierto. El Espíritu 
Santo que inspiró la preparación de la Sagrada Es-
critura es el mismo quien nos inspira a escucharla. 
La Palabra de Dios abre la puerta de nuestro cora-
zón desde adentro, usando la llave del Espíritu 
Santo. 

4. A continuación, usted decide qué pasaje 
leer. Un método muy bueno para elegir su pasaje 
es seguir las lecturas del día del año litúrgico de la 
iglesia. Estas se pueden encontrar fácilmente en 
línea en el siguiente enlace del sitio web de la 
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los Estados 
Unidos:  https://bible.usccb.org/es/readings/cal-

endar . Otro buen método para elegir su pasaje es 
leer un libro de la Biblia a la vez, tomando solo 
unos cuantos párrafos cada día. Así es como co-
mencé mi encuentro personal con las Escrituras 
cuando era adolescente—leyendo el Evangelio de 
Mateo, solo un poco cada día, antes de irme a dor-
mir. 

5. A medida que lea el pasaje, repáselo más de 
una vez, despacio y con atención. Es útil subrayar 
las palabras que despiertan mayor interés. Des-
canse en esas palabras, meditándolas, dándoles 
tiempo para que se hundan en su corazón y su 
mente. 

6. La Biblia es la Palabra de Dios, pero se 
puso por escrito por autores humanos. Al leerla, 
trate de comprender el propósito del autor. ¿Quién 
lo escribió? ¿Qué estaba pasando en ese momento 
y lugar? ¿Por qué escribieron? ¿Quién era la au-
diencia prevista? Aquí puede ser útil utilizar un 
buen comentario católico sobre las Escrituras. 
Dos fuentes de internet con comentarios bíblicos 
que usan un lenguaje sencillo y fácil de entender, 
y ofrecen abundantes comentarios sobre cada 
texto de la Palabra, son los siguientes: 

https://stpaulcenter.com/estudio-biblico-•
catolico/ 
https://www.deiverbum.org/ •

Otro buen comentario es el Nuevo Comentario 
Bíblico San Jerónimo. 

7. Cuando esté leyendo la Biblia, entre person-
almente en el pasaje. Imagínese allí en la escena. 
Algunas preguntas que tal vez se ha de hacer son:  
¿Qué me dice este pasaje sobre cómo es Dios? 
¿Qué necesito escuchar hoy de este pasaje? 
¿Cómo me consuela esto? ¿Cómo me desafía o 
me corrige? ¿Qué acciones me inspira a tomar? 

8. El siguiente paso es orar. Dependiendo del 
pasaje y de lo que esté sucediendo en su propia 
vida, podría dar gracias a Dios, alabar a Dios, ex-
presar tristeza por sus pecados o pedirle ayuda a 
Dios. Al abrazar la Palabra de Dios, permita que 
el Señor simplemente esté presente con usted y se 
sonríe sobre usted. 

9. El último paso es llevar a cabo la acción 
que su tiempo de oración le ha inspirado a reali-
zar. De esta manera, la Palabra de Dios influirá la 
forma en que usted trata a las personas, las deci-
siones que tome, y la dirección de su vida. 

El Papa Francisco recomienda que lleve con-
sigo una copia de los Evangelios en un lugar con-
veniente, como en el automóvil, un bolsillo, un 
bolso, o una mochila. Esto nos facilita encontrar 
tiempo para leer un pasaje corto cada día, ya sea 
que estemos en casa o fuera. 

También hay varias aplicaciones de la Biblia 
disponibles para teléfonos móviles. Estas herra-
mientas útiles aumentan la accesibilidad de las 
Escrituras para nuestro uso diario. 

La Sagrada Escritura es un tesoro precioso. 
Recomiendo la práctica de tener a mano unas 

cuantas copias de la Biblia para regalar a otros, a 
fin de compartir con ellos la experiencia trans-
formadora del encuentro personal con la Palabra 
de Dios. Estos se pueden comprar en línea o en 
cualquiera de nuestras tiendas católicas locales. 

Algunas de nuestras parroquias están apoy-
ando estudios bíblicos de grupos virtuales. Des-
pués de que pase la pandemia, animo a las 
parroquias a fomentar también grupos en persona. 

El Papa Francisco dice: “Jesucristo llama a 
nuestra puerta a través de la Sagrada Escritura; si 
escuchamos y abrimos la puerta de la mente y del 
corazón, entonces entra en nuestra vida y se queda 
con nosotros” (Aperuit Illis, num. 8). 
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Obispo Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de San Ángelo

Oración en defensa 
del matrimonio

Espacio de Oración

La Semana Nacional del Matrimonio es del 7 
al 14 de febrero de 2021 en la iglesia en los 
Estados Unidos, y el Día Mundial del Matri-
monio es el 14 de febrero. 
 
Dios Padre nuestro, te damos gracias 
por el don del matrimonio: 
vínculo de vida y amor, y fuente de la familia. 
 
El amor de marido y mujer enriquece a tu  
Iglesia con hijos, 
llena el mundo con una abundancia de  
fecundidad espiritual y servicio, 
y es signo del amor de tu Hijo, Jesucristo,  
por su Iglesia. 
 
La gracia de Jesús brotó en Caná  
a petición de su Santa Madre. 
Concédenos que tu Hijo,  
por la intercesión de la Virgen María, 
derrame sobre nosotros una nueva medida 
de los Dones del Espíritu Santo al unirnos 
con toda persona de buena voluntad para 
promover y proteger 
la belleza única del matrimonio. 
 
Concede que tu Santo Espíritu ilumine a  
nuestra sociedad 
para que atesore el amor heroico  
de marido y mujer, 
y guíe a nuestros líderes  
para que sostengan y protejan 
el puesto singular de padres y madres  
en la vida de sus niños. 
 
Padre, te pedimos que nuestras oraciones  
se unan con las de la Santísima Virgen María 
para que tu Verbo Divino  
transforme nuestro esfuerzo 
por salvaguardar el incomparable esplendor  
del matrimonio. 
 
Te pedimos todas estas cosas por  
Cristo nuestro Señor, Amén. 
 
San Joaquín y Santa Ana,  
rueguen por nosotros. 
 
 
Oración encontrada en usccb.org
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CALENDARS

 
February 2021 
 
1 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at 6:00 

p.m. 
2–3 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Spring 

Conference of Priests 
3 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Meeting of 

the deans, 1:30 p.m. 
4 ODESSA, UTPB, Mass at 3:15 p.m. in Science and 

Technology Building, Room 1110  
5 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Vocation 

Team meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
6 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Dedication of Youth Activity 

Center at 3:00 p.m. and Mass at 5:00 p.m. 
7 SAN ANGELO, ASU Newman Center, Adult Confirma-

tion Mass at 2:00 p.m. 
8–10 LAREDO, Tex-Mex Border Bishops meeting 
11 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Adult Confirmation Mass at 7:00 

p.m. 
14 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Adult Confirmation 

Mass at 3:00 p.m. 
17 ABILENE, Abilene Christian University, Chapel on the 

Hill, Ash Wednesday Services at 5:30 p.m. 
20 Diocesan Schools Commission meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
20 ODESSA, Holy Redeemer, blessing of new offices at 

2:00 p.m. and Mass at 5:00 p.m. 
21 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Mass at 9:00 a.m. and 

dedication of new parish hall 
21 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Rite of 

Election at 2:30 p.m. 
21 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Rite of Election at 6:00 

p.m. 
24 SAN ANGELO, Catholic Outreach, Dedication of ren-

ovated building at 1:00 p.m. 
25 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Staff 

Lenten Morning of Reflection at 10:00 a.m. 
27 SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Installation of Lectors at 

10:00 a.m. 
28 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Rite of Election at 

3:00 p.m. 

28 MIDLAND, San Miguel Arcángel, Rite of Election at 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
March 2021 
 
1–5 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, 

Priests’ Retreat 
8–11 USCCB Committee Meetings 
11–14 CONCEPTION, MO, Conception Seminary College 

Board of Trustees meeting 
14–16 ST. LOUIS, MO, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
18 Project Andrew Dinner 
19 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Finance 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
23 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
28 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Seder Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
30 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Chrism 

Mass at 6:30 p.m. 

February 
 
2 Deacon Pedro Sanchez (2013) 
5 Deacon David King (2006) 
6 Deacon Ignacio Cisneros (2016) 
9 Rev. Albert Fuytinck, CSSR (1997) 
10 Rev. Leo E. Lavoie (1978)  
11 Deacon Ray Smith (2014) 
15 Rev. Frank Colacicco (2006) 
20 Deacon Mark Reeh (2005) 
22 Rev. Francisco Lopez (1994) 
22 Rev. Ed DeLeon, OMI (2017) 
28 Rev. Lawrence Underdonk (2004) 

March 
 
10 Rev. Stephen Kennelly (2017) 
10 Deacon Bonifacio Rodriguez (2017) 
11 Deacon Albert Libertore (1977) 
14 Rev. George Fey, CPPS (2013) 
15 Deacon Cosme Ureta (2011) 
21 Deacon Frank Trudo (1992) 
26 Rev. Serran Braun (1999) 
26 Deacon Audon Saldivar (2000)

Bishop’s Calendar
Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo,  

for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

325-651-7500 

lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Necrology of Priests and Deacons 
Please pray for our departed clergy

Seminarian contact information

The semi-
narians of the 
Diocese of San 
Angelo continue 
to have limited 
opportunities for 
fellowship out-
side their 
schools. With 
that, we encour-
age the faithful 
to write our men 
at the addresses 
provided here. 
The young men 
will thus be re-
assured of the 
love and care of 
God’s people. 

Conception Seminary College 
(Undergrad) 
P.O. Box 502 
Conception MO, 64433 

Jessie Ortiz — First Philosophy at 
Conception Seminary College 
 
Francisco Camacho — Fourth Phi-
losophy at Conception Seminary Col-
lege 
 
Humberto Diaz — Fourth Philoso-
phy at Conception Seminary College 
 
David Garcia — Fourth Philosophy 
at Conception Seminary College 
 
Mauricio Romero — Fourth Philoso-
phy at Conception Seminary College 

Kenrick Glennon Seminary 
(Graduate) 
5200 Glennon Dr. 
St. Louis, MO 63119 

Deacon Kevin Lenius — Fourth 
Theology at Kenrick-Glennon Semi-
nary 
 
Mike Elsner — Second Theology at 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

Notre Dame Seminary (Graduate) 
2901 S. Carrollton Ave.  
New Orleans, LA 70118

Joshua Basse — First Pre-Theology 
at Notre Dame Seminary 

February 
 
2–3 DOSA Spring Priest Conference 

(Pending) 
4–7 Small Town Men’s ACTS - Can-

celled 
12–14 Deacon Formation 
21 Confirmation Retreat 
26–28 Engaged Encounter & Natural 

Family Planning 

March 
 
1–5 DOSA Annual Priest Retreat 
6 Lenten Retreat 
7 Confirmation Retreat 
12–14 Deacon Formation 
17 DOSA Staff Mass & Lunch 
18–21 Men’s Walk to Emmaus 
26–28 Engaged Encounter & Natural 

Family Planning 

 
Christ the King Retreat Center
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By Tom Burke 
 
Jesus taught us how to live fully in mar-

riage.  He said, "For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh. So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined to-
gether, let no one separate" (Mk 10:7-9, Mt 
19:5-6).   

In 1968, St. Paul VI's encyclical Hu-
manae Vitae led spouses into a post-contra-
ceptive era. In this era, science began to 
discover that hormonally based contracep-
tives involved the possible ejection of a fer-
tilized egg. This encyclical, respecting life 
from the moment of conception, declares 
that husbands and wives should not inter-
rupt the divine plan, which always errs on 
the side of life. Indeed, spouses have the 
special duty to cooperate with God in the 
fulfillment of this divine plan. After this en-
cyclical, our church explored pro-life alter-
natives to contraceptives. 

Natural Family Planning (NFP) is an 
opportunity for a woman to learn more 
about her body and her cycle of fertility. 
Through practicing NFP, one learns to ap-
preciate the gift of the human body. Pro-
foundly, spouses learn the value of celibate 
moments in their marriage. Learning the 
discipline of periodic abstinence, the couple 
is challenged to discover other expressions 
of intimacy with each other. Their openness 
to children becomes more of a conscious 
endeavor. When marriage becomes more of 
a shared enterprise, Jesus' words become 
lived: "So they are no longer two, but one." 
Couples who use NFP report that it fosters a 
renewed relationship based on partnership, 
better communication, and a fuller respect 
for a woman's body. 

The Catholic Church approves of differ-
ent forms of NFP. You can learn more by 
visiting https://www.usccb.org/topics/natu-
ral-family-planning. The methods refer-
enced on the USCCB website include the 
Billings Ovulation method, the Creighton 
method, the Couple-to-Couple League, and 
others.    

In the Diocese of San Angelo, there are 
some NFP instructors who offer the Billings 
Ovulation method.  In addition to this in-
person instruction, the Billings Ovulation 
method may be learned online at 
https://www.boma-usa.org/learn-the-
method.html.   

The Sympto-Thermal methods that are 
offered online include the Creighton 
Method and the Couple to Couple League. 
These can be learned online at 
https://ccli.org/learn-nfp-from-ccl/. 

For more information on any of these 
methods, please go to these websites or con-
tact Sister Hilda Marotta, OSF, at  
hmarotta@sanangelodiocese.org or Thomas 
Burke at tburke@sanangelodiocese.org. 

The role of 

Natural 

Family 

Planning

Local man to take 

vows as Dominican

COURTESY

Juan Macias Marquez, son of Robert and Delia 
Marquez of San Miguel Arcángel Parish in Midland, 
made his solemn profession of vows as a Dominican 
Friar of the Province of St. Joseph on Feb. 6 at the 
Dominican House of Studies in Washington, D.C.

The right tools for the job

COURTESY

Rosa Rodriguez, a COVID volunteer at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish in Midland, recently showed the wares of her ministry: 
masks, sanitizer, thermometer, cleaning supplies — all neatly 
organized in a mobile toolbox.
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Charitable giving as a connection: The Morgan and Gene Knapp story

By 
Mercedez Rassi 
Director of Stewardship and Development 
Diocese of San Angelo 
 

Something I have encountered over the course of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as I’m sure many others have, is 
every person’s intrinsic need for connection. Aristotle 
himself said that man is by nature a social animal. 
Christianity extends this idea by understanding that not 
only is man social by nature, but he is made to love and 
be loved, first and foremost by his Creator and then his 
neighbor. Further, our need for love and connection ex-
tends beyond our physical world. Ask anyone who has 
experienced the death of a loved one and you will en-
counter a deep sense of longing to be reunited with that 
person again. Our love for someone who has passed 
away does not simply end when we can no longer see 
them physically. The deepest desires of our heart work 
outside of the material world and we continually search 
for ways to remember those who have passed away, to 
show them our love, and to let others know about who 
they were and how they impacted our world.  

In many ways, I see this intrinsic desire to recognize 
love and connection in those who choose to remember 
their loved ones with gifts to The Catholic Charitable 
Foundation for the Roman Catholic Diocese of San 
Angelo. This article recalls the story of one family, and 
how an endowment fund continues to be a source of 
love and connection between parents and children and a 

family and their faith community. 
 

The Morgan and Gene Knapp  
Memorial Endowment 

 
Morgan and Gene Knapp were committed parishio-

ners at Holy Family Catholic Church in Abilene and two 
of the original parishioners when the parish was estab-
lished in 1976. Morgan was a convert to Catholicism 
and Gene was a lifelong Catholic. Together, they were 
actively involved in many parish groups and events in-
cluding choir (Gene was actually the organist for a 
while), RCIA, share groups, funeral ministry, Cursillo, 
and Fall Fest. The entire Knapp family, including chil-
dren Karen Teneriello, Barbara Winters, Steve Knapp, 
David Knapp, and Amy Sack, formed many of their life-
long friendships while attending Mass, religious educa-
tion, and other functions at Holy Family.  

When Gene Knapp’s health began to decline in 
2009, the Knapp children were able to lean on the loyal 
caregivers (both named Donna) who enabled Morgan 
and Gene to remain in their home throughout their ill-
nesses. Morgan and Gene’s children would come for 
long weekends and holidays to help and visit their par-
ents as much as possible. Meanwhile, the Holy Family 
community also provided support. Karen described her 
parents’ friends from Holy Family as “absolute angels” 
who would bring her parents holy Communion regularly 
and visit almost daily, including visits from Father Fred 
Nawarskas. She characterized their support as “uplifting 

and truly amazing,” evocative of how special the spiri-
tual community was for her parents. Gene passed away 
in March of 2010 and Morgan passed in March of 2011. 

After Gene’s death and shortly before Morgan 
passed away, parishioners from Holy Family ap-
proached the Knapp children about starting an endow-
ment fund in memory of their mom and dad. Karen and 
her siblings thought this was a beautiful way to not only 
remember their parents but also honor their lifelong  

 
See KNAPP, Page 22 

COURTESY

Morgan and Gene Knapp

Catholic Charitable Foundation accepting grant applications; 

details on 2020 grant awards
West Texas Angelus 
 

The Catholic Charitable Foundation for the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is now accepting grant 
applications. Grant requests between $500 and $5,000 
will be considered. The deadline for grant applications 
and supporting documents is 5:00 p.m., Monday, March 
29, 2021, and must include the signature of the pastor. 

The Catholic Foundation Board of Trustees will 
consider the applications during their spring meeting. 
Recipients of approved grants will be notified no later 
than April 30, 2021. 

The grant application and full details can be found 
at www.catholicfoundationsanangelo.org. 

The recipients of foundation grants in 2020 were: 
St. Ann Parish in Sonora — $2,000 for the creation 

of a visitor’s waiting room within the administrative of-
fice. 

St. Thomas Mission in Rankin — $5,000 for cre-
ating gutters outside the church to avoid rain water in 
the walls, new blinds, and new ceiling tiles. 

St. Francis Mission in Iraan — $4,250 to purchase 
kits and hire a contractor to retrofit existing fluorescent 

lighting to new LED lighting. 
St. Ann’s Catholic School in Midland — $2,000 for 

the purchase of a new math curriculum. 
Angelo Catholic School in San Angelo — $4,250 

for the purchase of new curriculum textbooks. 
St. Mary’s Central Catholic School in Odessa — 

$5,000 for financial assistance for needy families af-
fected by the economic downturn in oil and gas. 

Sacred Heart Parish in Menard — $1,800 to repair 
cement sidewalk and parish hall entry. 

St. Ambrose Parish in Wall — $1,250 for the ren-
ovation of the religious education building and the pur-
chase of foyer furniture, shelves, and podiums. 

St. Thomas Parish in Miles — $3,977 for slab re-
conditioning and mechanical air drying. 

Holy Spirit Parish in Sweetwater — $3,000 to fill 
potholes, level, re-pave, and stripe the handicap parking 
area. 

Holy Trinity Parish in Big Spring — $4,250 for the 
purchase and installation of a screen and projector in 
the school hall for formation classes. 

Sacred Heart Parish in Abilene — $1,250 for the 
purchase of three traveling vocation ministry crosses 

and replacing the flooring in the parish hall kitchen. 
St. Theresa Parish in Junction — $2,000 for book 

holders on pews for missalettes, Bibles, and other 
church materials. 

St. Mary Parish in San Angelo — $3,000 for an air-
conditioning unit for a proposed new daily chapel and 
cry room. 

St. James Parish in Sanderson — $2,000 for the 
creation of flower beds and the leveling and fencing of 
the area. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Ozona — 
$5,000 to support monthly utilities and pay for radio 
time for Sunday Mass for three months. 

Catholic Charities Community Services Odessa, 
Inc. in Odessa — $3,000 to purchase an additional 
freezer for food storage to support the food pantry 
branch. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Odessa — $3,000 
for the purchase of materials and professional labor in 
order to install permanent cameras for livestreaming. 

St. Margaret of Scotland Parish in San Angelo — 
$3,000 for the purchase of materials and professional 
labor in order to install permanent security cameras.
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Statement on the Inauguration of  
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., as 46th President 

of the United States of America 
  

Most Reverend José H. Gomez 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, 

President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

January 20, 2021 
  

My prayers are with our new Pres-
ident and his family today. 

I am praying that God grant him wis-
dom and courage to lead this great nation 
and that God help him to meet the tests of 
these times, to heal the wounds caused by 
this pandemic, to ease our intense politi-
cal and cultural divisions, and to bring 
people together with renewed dedication 
to America’s founding purposes, to be 
one nation under God committed to lib-
erty and equality for all. 

Catholic bishops are not partisan 
players in our nation’s politics. We are 
pastors responsible for the souls of mil-
lions of Americans and we are advocates 
for the needs of all our neighbors. In 
every community across the country, 
Catholic parishes, schools, hospitals, and 
ministries form an essential culture of 
compassion and care, serving women, 
children, and the elderly, the poor and 
sick, the imprisoned, the migrant, and the 
marginalized, no matter what their race or 
religion. 

When we speak on issues in Ameri-
can public life, we try to guide con-
sciences, and we offer principles.  These 
principles are rooted in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the social teachings of 
his Church. Jesus Christ revealed God’s 
plan of love for creation and revealed the 
truth about the human person, who is 
created in God’s image, endowed with 
God-given dignity, rights and responsibil-
ities, and called to a transcendent destiny. 

Based on these truths, which are re-
flected in the Declaration of Independ-
ence and Bill of Rights, the bishops and 
Catholic faithful carry out Christ’s com-
mandment to love God and love our 
neighbors by working for an America that 
protects human dignity, expands equality 
and opportunities for every person, and is 
open-hearted towards the suffering and 
weak. 

For many years now, the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
has tried to help Catholics and others of 
good will in their reflections on political 
issues through a publication we call 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Cit-
izenship. The most recent edition ad-
dresses a wide range of concerns. Among 
them: abortion, euthanasia, the death pen-
alty, immigration, racism, poverty, care 
for the environment, criminal justice re-
form, economic development, and inter-
national peace. 

On these and other issues, our duty to 
love and our moral principles lead us to 
prudential judgments and positions that 
do not align neatly with the political cate-
gories of left or right or the platforms of 
our two major political parties. We work 
with every President and every Congress. 
On some issues we find ourselves more 
on the side of Democrats, while on others 

we find ourselves standing with Repub-
licans. Our priorities are never partisan. 
We are Catholics first, seeking only to 
follow Jesus Christ faithfully and to ad-
vance his vision for human fraternity and 
community. 

I look forward to working with Pres-
ident Biden and his administration, and 
the new Congress. As with every admin-
istration, there will be areas where we 
agree and work closely together and areas 
where we will have principled disagree-
ment and strong opposition. 

Working with President Biden will be 
unique, however, as he is our first pres-
ident in 60 years to profess the Catholic 
faith. In a time of growing and aggressive 
secularism in American culture, when re-
ligious believers face many challenges, it 
will be refreshing to engage with a Pres-
ident who clearly understands, in a deep 
and personal way, the importance of reli-
gious faith and institutions. Mr. Biden’s 
piety and personal story, his moving wit-
ness to how his faith has brought him sol-
ace in times of darkness and tragedy, his 
longstanding commitment to the Gospel’s 
priority for the poor — all of this I find 
hopeful and inspiring. 

At the same time, as pastors, the na-
tion’s bishops are given the duty of pro-
claiming the Gospel in all its truth and 
power, in season and out of season, even 
when that teaching is inconvenient or 
when the Gospel’s truths run contrary to 
the directions of the wider society and 
culture. So, I must point out that our new 
President has pledged to pursue certain 
policies that would advance moral evils 
and threaten human life and dignity, most 
seriously in the areas of abortion, contra-
ception, marriage, and gender. Of deep 
concern is the liberty of the Church and 
the freedom of believers to live according 
to their consciences. 

Our commitments on issues of human 
sexuality and the family, as with our 
commitments in every other area — such 
as abolishing the death penalty or seeking 
a health care system and economy that 
truly serves the human person — are 
guided by Christ’s great commandment to 
love and to stand in solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters, especially the most 
vulnerable. 

For the nation’s bishops, the con-
tinued injustice of abortion remains the 
“preeminent priority.” Preeminent does 
not mean “only.” We have deep concerns 
about many threats to human life and dig-
nity in our society. But as Pope Francis 
teaches, we cannot stay silent when 
nearly a million unborn lives are being 
cast aside in our country year after year 
through abortion. 

Abortion is a direct attack on life that 
also wounds the woman and undermines 
the family. It is not only a private matter,  
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Comunicado sobre la Toma de Posesión 
de Joseph R. Biden Jr., Como 46º  

Presidente de Estados Unidos de América 
  

Reverendísimo José H. Gomez 
Arzobispo de Los Ángeles, 

Presidente de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos

20 de enero de 2021 
  

Mis oraciones están hoy con nuestro 
nuevo presidente y su familia. 

Oro para que Dios le conceda sabidu-
ría y valor para liderar a esta gran nación 
y para que le ayude a superar los retos de 
estos tiempos, a curar las heridas causa-
das por esta pandemia, a aliviar nuestras 
intensas divisiones políticas y culturales y 
a unificar a las personas con una ren-
ovada dedicación a los propósitos que 
motivaron la fundación de Estados Un-
idos, una nación bajo Dios y comprome-
tida con la libertad y la igualdad para 
todos. 

Los obispos católicos no somos ac-
tores partidistas activos en la política de 
nuestra nación. Somos pastores respons-
ables de las almas de millones de esta-
dounidenses y defensores de las 
necesidades de todos nuestros vecinos. 

En todas las comunidades del país, 
las parroquias, escuelas, hospitales y min-
isterios católicos forman una cultura 
esencial de compasión y protección al 
servicio de las mujeres, los niños y los 
ancianos, los pobres y los enfermos, los 
presos, los migrantes y los marginados, 
sin importar su raza o religión. 

Cuando nosotros hablamos sobre 
problemas de la vida pública estadouni-
dense, tratamos de formar conciencia y 
aportar principios. Estos principios se 
basan en el Evangelio de Jesucristo y las 
enseñanzas sociales de su Iglesia. Jesu-
cristo reveló el plan de amor de Dios por 
la creación y la verdad sobre la persona 
humana, que fue creada a su imagen y 
semejanza, dotada de la dignidad, los 
derechos y las responsabilidades dadas 
por Dios y llamada a un destino trascen-
dente. 

Basados en estas realidades, que se 
reflejan en la Declaración de la Indepen-
dencia y la Declaración de los Derechos, 
los obispos y los fieles católicos cumplen 
el mandamiento de Cristo de amar a Dios 
y amar a nuestro prójimo, al trabajar por 
un Estados Unidos que proteja la digni-
dad humana, aumente la igualdad y las 
oportunidades para todas las personas, y 
sea de corazón abierto hacia los que su-
fren y los débiles. 

Por muchos años, la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos ha 
tratado de ayudar a los Católicos y otras 
personas de buena voluntad en sus reflex-
iones sobre aspectos políticos a través de 
la publicación de Formando la Concien-
cia para ser Ciudadanos Fieles. La más 
reciente edición aborda una amplia varie-
dad de aspectos que nos preocupan. Entre 
ellos: aborto, eutanasia, pena de muerte, 
inmigración, racismo, pobreza, cuidado 
del medio ambiente, reforma de la justi-
cia penal, desarrollo económico y paz in-
ternacional. 

Con respecto a estos y otros temas, 
nuestra responsabilidad de amar y nues-

tros principios morales nos llevan a es-
tablecer juicios y posiciones prudenciales 
que no se alinean perfectamente con las 
tendencias políticas de izquierda o dere-
cha, o con las plataformas de nuestros 
dos principales partidos políticos. Traba-
jamos con todos los presidentes y todos 
los congresos. En algunos temas nos ubi-
camos más del lado de los demócratas, 
mientras que en otros nos encontramos 
más del lado de los republicanos. Nues-
tras prioridades nunca son partidistas. 
Somos católicos en primer lugar, y solo 
buscamos seguir fielmente a Jesucristo y 
promover su visión de la fraternidad y la 
comunidad humanas. 

Espero trabajar con el presidente 
Biden, su administración y con el nuevo 
Congreso. Como ocurre con todas las ad-
ministraciones, habrá áreas en las que es-
taremos de acuerdo y en las que 
trabajaremos juntos con estrecha colabo-
ración, pero también habrá áreas en las 
que tendremos desacuerdos de principios 
y una fuerte oposición. 

Sin embargo, el hecho de trabajar con 
el presidente Biden será único, él será 
nuestro primer presidente en 60 años que 
profesa la fe católica. En una época de 
creciente y agresivo secularismo en la 
cultura estadounidense, cuando los 
creyentes religiosos enfrentan muchos 
desafíos, será refrescante interactuar con 
un presidente que evidentemente com-
prende, profunda y personalmente, la im-
portancia de la fe y las instituciones 
religiosas. Observo con mucha esperanza 
y motivación la experiencia personal y 
piedad del Señor Biden, su conmovedor 
testimonio de cómo su fe le ha traído 
consuelo en tiempos difíciles y trágicos y 
su compromiso de mucho tiempo con la 
prioridad que establece el Evangelio para 
los pobres. 

Al mismo tiempo, como pastores, los 
obispos de la nación tienen el deber de 
proclamar el Evangelio en toda su verdad 
y poder, a tiempo y a destiempo, incluso 
cuando esa enseñanza sea inconveniente 
o cuando las verdades del Evangelio sean 
contrarias a las direcciones de la sociedad 
y la cultura en general. Debo señalar que 
nuestro nuevo presidente se ha com-
prometido a seguir ciertas políticas que 
promoverían los males morales y amena-
zarían la vida y la dignidad humanas, más 
seriamente en las áreas del aborto, la anti-
concepción, el matrimonio y el género. 
Es motivo de profunda preocupación la 
libertad de la Iglesia y la libertad de los 
creyentes para vivir de acuerdo con sus 
conciencias. 

Nuestros compromisos en aspectos 
sobre la sexualidad humana y la familia, 
al igual que nuestros compromisos en 
todas las demás áreas, como la abolición 
de la pena de muerte o la búsqueda de un 
sistema de salud y una economía que  

 
Mira PRESIDENTE, Página 21 
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The first Christian king 
in England, St. Ethelbert

In the late 6th 
century, about 560, 
Ethelbert became 
the earliest 
recorded King of 
Kent in what is 
now South East 
England. As king, 
he had the title of 
Bretwalda, mean-
ing overlord of 
England. Under his rule, Kent was the most cultured of the 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. 

Sometime before 588 Ethelbert married a Christian prin-
cess named Bertha, the daughter of the Frankish king Charib-
ert. Paul Burns writes in Butler’s Lives of the Saints that one of 
the stipulations of the marriage was that she should be free to 
practice her Christian religion. She brought her chaplain with 
her to Kent.  

In about 597 Ethelbert received Augustine and his monks 
who had been sent by Pope Gregory I to bring Christianity to 
the region. David Farmer writes in the Oxford Dictionary of 
Saints that Ethelbert received Augustine in a friendly way in 
Thanet but insisted on a conference in the open air through fear 
of magic. This description of their meeting was written by 
Bede, an 8th century monk in the Ecclesiastical History of the 
English People. 

After giving Augustine a fair hearing, Ethelbert declared 
himself unable to accept Christian teaching and abandon the 
age-old beliefs of his nation. But he gave Augustine and his 
group a house in Canterbury and allowed them to preach. 
Large numbers of Ethelbert’s subjects became Christian before 
he did. 

Ethelbert himself was eventually baptized in 601 and re-
ceived a congratulatory letter and gifts from the pope. He was 
the first English king to convert to Christianity. His approach 
to Christianity was in marked contrast to that of Pope Gregory. 
Burns writes that the pope wrote to Ethelbert urging him to 
press on with the work of extending the Christian faith among 
the people committed to his charge. But Ethelbert would not 
allow any sort of compulsion to be brought to bear on his sub-
jects, saying that he had been taught that Christ must be ac-
cepted freely. He believed that conversion by conviction was 
the only true conversion, according to John Delaney writing in 
the Dictionary of Saints. 

Dom Basil Watkins, OSB, writes in The Book of Saints that 
Ethelbert was notable in not forcing conversion on his subjects, 
but his personal example bore fruit. Although Christianity had 
been present in the British Isles for some time, it was Ethel-
bert’s conversion that played a part in helping to convert King 
Sabert of the East Saxons and Kind Redwald of the East An-
glos. 

After Ethelbert’s conversion, the monks had greater free-
dom to build and restore churches everywhere. He built a mon-
astery for the monks dedicated to Sts. Peter and Paul (later St. 
Augustine’s) outside the walls of the city. Augustine estab-
lished sees at Rochester and London with Ethelbert’s support, 
according to Farmer. Ethelbert himself founded the church of 
St. Paul in London, which later became St. Paul’s Cathedral.  

Ethelbert was the first Anglo-Saxon king to leave a code of 
laws, which included one provision that protected the clergy 
and churches from damage or harm.  He died on February 24, 
616, and is buried beside his wife, Bertha, in the side chapel of 
St. Martin in the church of the monastery of Sts. Peter and 
Paul. 

His name is spelled Aedilberct in Bede’s History of the 
English Church. His feast day is February 25 in England. 

Sadly, Ethelbert’s son, Eadbald, failed to carry on his work 
in support of the church.  

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West 

Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

The family leads the way
Servant of God Sister Lucia dos Santos, one of 

the visionaries of the Fatima apparitions, said, "The 
final battle between the Lord and the kingdom of 
Satan will be about marriage and the family (Letter 
to Cardinal Carlo Caffarra in Voce di Padre Pio 
Magazine, 2008). Why would Satan choose to 
begin this final battle with an attack on marriage 
and the family? 

Pope Benedict XVI answered this question in 
an Angelus address in St. Peter's Square on Sunday, 
Dec. 27, 2009, the Sunday when the Church cele-
brates the Feast of the Holy Family. As the pope 
said, "The first witnesses of Christ's birth, the shep-
herds, found themselves not only before the infant 
Jesus but also a small family: mother, father and 
newborn son. God had chosen to reveal himself by 
being born into a human family and the human 
family thus became an icon of God! God is the 
Trinity, he is a communion of love; so is the family 
despite the differences that exist between the Mys-
tery of God and his human creature, an expression 
that reflects the unfathomable Mystery of God as 
Love. In marriage the man and the woman, created 
in God's image, become 'one flesh' (Gn 2:24), that 
is a communion of love that generates new life. The 
human family, in a certain sense, is an icon of The 
Trinity because of its interpersonal love and the 
fruitfulness of this love."   

In the Holy Family of Bethlehem and Nazareth 
we see what every human family is intended to be: 
a likeness, an icon, of God the Holy Trinity. This 
was God's intention in creation when he com-
manded the first man and woman to be fruitful and 
multiply. Giving their lives to their child would 
complete the likeness of the Holy Trinity that every 
family of father, mother and child is intended to be 
(Gn 1:26-28). But Adam and Eve sinned even be-
fore they conceived a child, and they did so by fol-
lowing the temptation of Satan. From the beginning 
Satan has attacked marriage and the family.   

Satan chooses marriage and the family as the 
place of his initial battle against God, and, accord-
ing to Sister Lucia, it will be the place where the 
final battle between God and Satan will take place. 
Satan knows he cannot defeat the Holy Trinity. 
Therefore, he chooses to attack the likeness of the 

Trinity which is the human family of father, 
mother, and child.  As G.K. Chesterton points out, 
Christians, instead of saying father, mother, and 
child, say child (Jesus), mother (Mary), and father 
(Joseph) (Heretics, Ch. XIV).  We do so because 
the child completes the likeness of the Holy Trinity 
that every family is supposed to be. When Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem, God stepped in to complete 
that perfect likeness of himself that Adam and Eve 
failed to do when they succumbed to the temptation 
of Satan. Although they gave life to children, the 
likeness to God the Holy Trinity was not a perfect 
reflection of the perfect love that is the Holy 
Trinity.   

Pope Benedict concludes his homily by saying, 
"The Christian family is aware that children are a 
gift and project of God. Therefore, it cannot con-
sider that it possesses them; rather, in serving God's 
plan through them, the family is called to educate 
them in the greatest freedom, which is precisely 
that of saying 'yes' to God in order to do his will. 
The Virgin Mary is the perfect example of this 'yes.' 
In 2020 Pope Francis added to this by declaring the 
year from Dec. 8, 2020, to Dec. 8, 2021, the Year of 
St. Joseph. Joining Mary in her 'yes,' St. Joseph 
gives us a model for the father of a family. He was 
not a bishop, priest, deacon, or religious. Rather, he 
was a husband and father. Together, Mary and Jo-
seph are patrons for all married couples and their 
families.   

At the present time in our culture, Satan is 
forcefully attacking the family, the likeness of the 
Holy Trinity. Contraception, abortion (mass  

 
See KNICKERBOCKERS, Page 22 

Father Knick and 
Sandie  

Knickerbocker

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

The Knights of Columbus of the Diocese of San Angelo recently presented an award to former diocesan deputy 
Don Piwonka. Back row (L–R): Jerry Peters, Don Piwonka, Joe Jacobo, and Cecil Calderas; front row: Tony 
Schillo, Rod Rodriguez, and Gary Huffman.

COURTESY
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The Son is always shining
If you called a friend at 3:00 am and asked “Is the 

sun shining?” they might think you were drunk, on 
drugs, or otherwise disoriented. You might get a response 
like “Of course the sun is not shining … it’s the middle 
of the night … go to sleep!” Similarly, if some afternoon 
you were talking to another friend in another city, and 
they told you that the weather outside was terrible be-
cause of a ferocious storm that had moved into the area, 
they might be surprised to hear you say “Is the sun shin-
ing, though?” It would be likely for that friend to also be 
incredulous at such a seemingly ridiculous query. 
“Didn’t you hear what I just said?! Of course the sun is 
not shining, it’s pouring rain outside!” Both of your 
friends would be correct from a “local perspective,” but 
in reality, they would both be wrong. 

Why on earth would we ever conclude that they were 
in error? Because the sun is ALWAYS shining! If the sun 
ever stopped shining, ever stopped emitting its heat, we 
would freeze to death very quickly. What happens, of 
course, is that something gets between us and the sun 
from time to time and that keeps us from the sun’s life-
giving direct rays. Sometimes it is clouds, sometimes it 
is a beach umbrella, sometimes we are indoors and it is a 
ceiling, sometimes at night it is the earth that has rotated 
and is then blocking the light. Once in a while, it is even 
the moon that gets in the way. While there may be a 
great number of things that can get between us and the 
sun, it is NEVER the sun that is the cause of the darkness 
that we are experiencing. It is no different with the 
“Son.” 

Jesus told us that “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life” (Jn 8:12). God is ALWAYS 

loving, ALWAYS forgiving, ALWAYS unifying. That 
makes things extremely difficult for Satan and his singu-
lar quest to cause division between us and our Creator, 
which can lead to death and destruction. How can evil 
possibly compete with such a powerful and eternal 
force? How can it stop God from the never-ending love 
and forgiveness that he gives to us? The answer, of 
course, is that Satan CAN’T, and knows that very well. 
What then, is the only other option to separate us from 
God? The answer is two-fold. 

First, Satan has to get US to put something between 
us and God because God never will do that. And that 
“something” is sin. Indeed, a simple definition of sin 
would be “anything that separates us from God.” No one 
who understood the gravity of sin would be likely to em-
brace it, so Satan’s first task is to make sin look attractive 
and relatively harmless and hide the consequences of sin 
from us as we consider only the immediately perceived 
“benefit” of our choices. Satan never stops trying to get 
us to “block the light” … the only destroyer of darkness. 

Secondly, once we HAVE put something between us 
and God, Satan must do everything he can to keep us 

from removing the sin in order to prevent the light from 
coming through to us. Evil must convince us that there is 
no way in the world that God could ever forgive what we 
have done and encourages us to put more and more 
things between us and God. With each additional sin, 
Satan tries to convince us that we are “too far gone” to 
turn back. He wants us to believe that we would be mak-
ing a mockery of God’s love to try to take advantage of 
his desire to forgive what we have done. Satan wants us 
to stay away from confessing our sins and receiving for-
giveness because of the blinding light of love that would 
pour into our hearts and eradicate all we have placed in 
its way. Satan must make the best case that OUR sin is 
too great for God to forgive. OUR sin is the unforgivable 
sin, and it certainly can be if we deny the spirit of God’s 
love for us. Judas bought this lie, and Satan will never 
stop trying to make the same sale to us as well. 

Our response to God’s love and forgiveness is clear 
… do nothing to block it, but if we do, we must remove 
the blockage as soon as possible by asking for and ac-
cepting his forgiveness. Jesus said “No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” 
(Jn 15:13). Then, he died for us. Peter asks him how 
many times are we to forgive and is told, in essence, 
there is no limit (Mt 18:22). The love and forgiveness 
that God gives to us is eternal. Even should the sun itself 
stop shining … the Son never will! 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of Rutgers Univer-

sity and Florida State University, has 50 years’ experi-
ence in individual, marriage, and family therapy. He is 
also the Abilene-area pro-life coordinator for the Dio-
cese of San Angelo.

James R. Sulliman, PhD

Ash Wednesday: Guided by St. Clare of Assisi
Last year's Lent felt as if it never ended. There was 

not the usual release and elation of Easter as I watched 
from my laptop at home, instead of with my church 
family. Ordinary Time stretched out beyond summer 
and when Advent began, it felt like Lent all over again. 

This Ash Wednesday, I call out to those who have 
gone before us — to those who are praying for us. I 
need a guide; someone to journey with through this 
Lent. This Lent, I call on St. Clare of Assisi to show me 
the way. I need a sister in Christ to lead me through Lent 
radically different than in Lents past — to embrace pen-
ance, conversion and self-sacrifice as Jesus refines me. 

St. Clare was born at the end of the 12th century in 
Assisi, Italy. She was beautiful and rich. St. Clare could 
have spent her life on frivolity but chose the life of 
prayer at a young age. I think about how often I spend 
my time on silly things like social media or worry when 
I could be praying, getting to know Jesus better. 

During a Lenten service, St. Clare heard St. Francis 
preach. She was so moved by his words, she asked him 
to show her how to live the Gospel more fully. She was 
only 18 but she left the security of her home, cut off her 
hair and joined the convent. 

Each Ash Wednesday, I hear the words: "Turn away 
from sin and be faithful to the Gospel." Each year, I 
only respond in ways that are convenient and comfort-
able for me. The image of beautiful St. Clare, her hair 
shorn, becomes a catalyst for me. What is Jesus asking 
of me? 

St. Clare's own sister, along with other women, 
joined her at the convent. These women lived complete 
and utter dependence on Jesus. They owned nothing. 
They ate no meat. They lived in silence. Yet their lives 
were full with work, prayer and joy. Leading these 
women, St. Clare reminded them that love was the force 
that stirred them: 

"Loving one another with the love of Christ, may 
you demonstrate without in your deeds the love you 
have within so that, compelled by such an example, the 
sisters may always grow in the love of God and mutual 

charity." 
These women understood Jesus's love for them. 

Sacrifice and penance were given joyfully as part of the 
never-ending circle of love between them and Jesus. 

My own sacrifice comes begrudgingly. What if I re-
framed my penance through the lens of love? Don't we 
want to please those we love? Give them gifts or serv-
ice? I too want to become part of the never-ending em-
brace of Jesus' love. St. Clare agrees: "We become what 
we love and who we love shapes what we become." 

And just when I think St. Clare is too lofty for me, 
when I think she couldn't understand what the past year 
has been like for me and others, I read of the time she 
was infirm and bedridden. She could not join her sisters 
for Christmas midnight Mass, so she was miraculously 
treated to history's first livestreamed Mass on the wall 
of her room. Yes, she is the patron saint of television. 

Her very name means "light," and so I ask St. Clare 
to light our path this Lent. 

St. Clare, pray for us. 
Pray that our journey finds focus and clarity. That 

we would be emboldened to choose prayer and a rela-
tionship with Jesus rather than frivolity. Pray that as you 
modeled, we would move out of what is comfortable 
and make bold changes for Jesus. And that we would 
understand his love that you knew so clearly. 

- - - 
Gonzalez is a freelance writer. Her website is 

www.shemaiahgonzalez.com.

Shemiah  
Gonzalez 

Catholic News Service 
 

Faith Alive

CNS PHOTO | OCTAVIO DURAN

This mosaic in Assisi, Italy, photographed May 28, 2015, de-
picts St. Clare of Assisi holding lilies, a symbol of her en-
tering religious life. During a Lenten service, St. Clare 
heard St. Francis preach. She was so moved by his words, 
she asked him to show her how to live the Gospel more 
fully. She was only 18, but she left the security of her home, 
cut off her hair and joined the convent.
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New weekday Masses in Mertzon 
 

Father Anthony Franco will celebrate Mass at St. 
Peter Church in Mertzon most Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
On the first Friday of each month, the Mass will be 
celebrated on Friday instead of Thursday. 

Confession and visitation will be available at 4:00 
p.m. before each Mass.

Rural Life Mass scheduled 

  
The Diocese of San Angelo will celebrate the 2021 

Rural Life Mass on Thursday, May 13, 2021, at the 
Adolfo Tapia Dairy in Miles, Texas. The Mass is 
scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. More details will be 
available at a later date. 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat 

 
A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat, for anyone seeking 

healing from emotional and spiritual pain caused by 
abortion, will be held in English March 19 to 21. For 
more information, contact Priscella Fuentez by phone 
at 432-296-9669 or 432-897-4788, or by email at  
rachelsvineyardsanangelo@gmail.com or  
fuentezpriscella@yahoo.com.

DIOCESAN BRIEFS

Register here:  

http://bit.ly/CDP-conventcurious-Sp-2021
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The Archdiocese of New Orleans has 
announced a March 1, 2021, deadline for 
filing sexual abuse claims against the 
archdiocese. The archdiocese recently 
declared bankruptcy. Survivors could re-
ceive compensation, but must file their 
claim before the bankruptcy deadline. 

In an email sent to dioceses in Lou-
isiana, Mississippi, and Texas, the arch-
diocese wrote: 

“ If you were sexually abused in con-
nection with the Archdiocese, including 
schools, orphanages, parishes, or an af-
filiated ministry, you could receive com-

pensation but you need to file a claim so 
it is received by March 1, 2021. Sexual 
Abuse Survivors include anyone who 
was sexually abused, on or before May 
1, 2020, and believe the Archdiocese 
may be legally responsible for the sexual 
abuse. This may include sexual abuse in 
connection with any entity or activity as-
sociated with the Archdiocese, including 
schools, orphanages, parishes, or an af-
filiated ministry.” 

More information is available at 
www.NOLAchurchclaims.com or by cal-
ling 1-877-476-4389.

Archdiocese of New Orleans announces  

bankruptcy deadline for abuse survivor claims

Ash Wednesday Collection Brings Hope to 

Catholics in Central and Eastern Europe

WASHINGTON — Since the col-
lapse of the former Soviet Union in 1991, 
countries in Central and Eastern Europe 
have been working to rebuild their reli-
gious life as well as government struc-
tures, social welfare activities, and 
economies. Catholics of that region who 
endured decades of anti-religious perse-
cution under Soviet rule are in urgent 
need of help. Each year, the Collection 
for Central and Eastern Europe supports 
seminaries, youth ministry, social service 
programs, and pastoral centers, as well as 
church construction and renovation in 28 
nations that were once under communist 

control. 
This year, the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Subcommit-
tee on Aid to the Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe is highlighting the Catho-
lic community in Kyrgyzstan in its collec-
tion campaign. This impoverished nation 
is often compared to Switzerland for its 
beauty and to Siberia for its history as a 
Soviet gulag. The brutal communist dicta-
tor Joseph Stalin inadvertently revived 
the Catholic Church there when he used it 
as a prison for ethnic Poles and Germans 
who were deported from western Russia 
for refusing to abandon their faith.
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Update and appeal 

from St. Rita of Cascia, 

Greenwood, Texas
St. Rita of Cascia in Greenwood is a mission 

under San Miguel Arcángel Catholic Church in 
Midland, Texas. Over the years, we the Catholic 
Community in Greenwood had prayed and 
longed for a Catholic Church presence in Green-
wood. Currently, we have two Baptist churches 
and the Church of Christ. Hitherto, on Sundays 
and weekdays, the Catholic families in Green-
wood are faced with the task of driving either to 
any of the churches in Midland, Odessa, Stanton, 
St. Lawrence, or Sterling City to attend Mass.  

With the blessing of Bishop Michael J. Sis 
and his board in 2018, the dream of having a 
Catholic Church in Greenwood was activated. In 
January 2019 the First Mass in Greenwood was 
made possible because of the generosity of the 
Greenwood Elementary School affording us the 
space to use their auditorium. The celebrant of 
the Mass was Fr. Patrick Akpanobong; the dea-
con of the Mass was Deacon Alex Perez; choir, 
Mike Lang; lectors Michelle Chastain and Maria 
Erives; while the ushers were Manuel Galindo 
and Guadalupe Erives. Thirty families were in at-
tendance. At some point Father Michael Rodri-
guez helped to say Mass for the community, and 
Deacon Kevin Lenius helped to serve at Mass 
during his internship at San Miguel Arcángel. 

However, with the outbreak of COVID-19, 
we lost our permission to use the same Green-
wood Elementary Auditorium. Thanks to God, 
through the generosity of people like you and 
many others, in January 2021 we were able to ac-
quire six acres of land southeast of the intersec-
tion of FM 307 and FM 1110 in Greenwood, 
Texas. For this generous gesture, we say thank 
you to all who have supported us in this endeavor 
of seeking to unite and provide a befitting wor-
shiping space for God’s daughters and sons in 
Greenwood and all the beloved of God. 

At this time, we are fundraising to build a 
$1.5 million church dedicated to St. Rita of Cas-
cia. Why Saint Rita of Cascia? Our bishop, Mi-
chael J. Sis, gave our mission the name St. Rita 
of Cascia in April 2020 with a decree he promul-
gated. On May 22, 2020, on the Feast Day of St. 
Rita of Cascia, he celebrated a special Mass to 
inaugurate the Greenwood mission at our mother 
church, San Miguel Arcángel, Midland. Yes, St. 
Rita of Cascia, because she is the saint of impos-
sible causes. Through her intercession, the well 
that opened the Permian Basin oilfield was 
started near Big Lake and called Santa Rita #1. 
This intercession was recommended by Catholic 
women in New York. Today, this oil rig stands in 
Austin near the state capitol as a memorial and 
for historical purposes. Furthermore, in our dio-
cese, there is no other church with this name — 
St. Rita of Cascia.  

Currently, we have raised about two-hundred 
thousand of the $1.5 million. We are soliciting 
your donations through our gofundme account at 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/st-rita-greenwood-
catholic-community-church, or through checks 
which should be addressed to St. Rita of Cascia 
(memo - Church Construction); 1100 Camp 
Street; Midland – Texas, 79701. 

We continue to thank God for the gift of his 
Son, for the gift of St. Rita of Cascia and for the 
gift of all our sponsors and would-be sponsors in 
helping us fulfil this noble dream of building a 
Catholic church in Greenwood, Texas. We pray to 
the good Lord to bless and replenish your re-
sources and bestow healing upon our world, 
Amen.

A snowy day at Christ the King

COURTESY

The young men from Holy Trinity 
Seminary in Irving, Texas, recently 
participated in a week-long silent re-
treat at Christ the King Retreat Center 
in San Angelo. Arriving on Jan. 10, 
2021, the seminarians took advantage 
of a rare snow day in San Angelo be-
fore the beginning of their retreat.
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Bishop Michael Sis (center), joined by Dominic Rivas and Deacon Freddy Medina, incensed the Blessed Sacrament 
during a Holy Hour for Life on Jan. 28, 2021. The holy hour, which began at 10:00 p.m. local time, was the first of a 
series of overnight hours hosted by bishops around the country as part of the virtual National Prayer Vigil for Life.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Odessa mayor Javier Joven spoke before the Pro-Life Mass 
held at Holy Redeemer Church, Jan. 22, 2021.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

The Blessed Sacrament was carried as part of a procession preceeding the Pro-Life Mass at Holy Redeemer Church in Odessa, 
Jan. 22, 2021. Pro-Life Masses were celebrated simultaneously in San Angelo, Abilene, Midland, and Odessa.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Left: Diocese of San Angelo Pro-Life Coordinator for the San 
Angelo area, Stephanie Socha, led a prayer for those assem-
bled at a noontime prayer rally outside the Tom Green 
County Courthouse in San Angelo, Jan. 22, 2021. 
 
Below: After the group prayer, participants spent the re-
mainder of the hour in silent prayer for the unborn and an 
end to abortion.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Tony Schillo and other Knights of Columbus led an outdoor 
procession in downtown San Angelo before a Pro-Life Mass 
at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Jan. 22.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Above: Bishop Michael Sis and the Knights of Columbus led the procession in downtown San 
Angelo, praying the rosary before a Pro-Life Mass at the Cathedral. 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: The San Angelo Pro-Life Mass was livestreamed through the Diocese of San Angelo’s You-
Tube channel. A link to the Mass was provided on the website of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops for people around the world as part of the 9 Days for Life novena.

“Before I formed 
you in the womb 

I knew you,  
before you were 
born I dedicated 

you.” 
 

Jeremiah 1:5
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Sacred Heart, Abilene, breaks ground 

on new parish hall
By Brian Bodiford 
West Texas Angelus 
 

When Father Albert Ezeanya first arrived at Sacred 
Heart Parish in Abilene, a parishioner met him at his car 
in the parking lot. She had one request: a new parish hall 
so she, and all the parishioners of Sacred Heart, could join 
in fellowship. The current parish hall is down a flight of 
stairs in the basement, as was the custom when the church 
was built, and has no handicapped-accessible facilities. 

Father Ezeanya got to work and motivated the parish 
to step up their fundraising progress. Ground was broken 
on a new parish hall adjacent to the church building on 
Jan. 15, 2021. Local leader Scott Dueser noted that the 
project has progressed at “record time.” 

Deacon Ron Stegenga spoke at the groundbreaking on 
behalf of the building committee. The current hall, inside 

a church that is a historic landmark, “fails to serve us in a 
variety of ways,” he said. The new hall, when completed, 
will be safer and more accessible, better equipped and 
able to handle larger gatherings, he shared. 

Speaking at the ceremony, Bishop Michael J. Sis 
noted that “in our church, the most important part is our 
people. Our people make the church. But our people need 
a place to gather.” Bishop Sis mused that if a visitor from 
another planet were to come to Earth, they would assume 
that important things happened in large buildings, like the 
pyramids in Egypt or AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. 
“You are investing in a new parish hall because what will 
happen there will be very important to you,” he said, be-
fore thanking parishioners for their sacrifices to build the 
new facility. 

The ceremony concluded with a blessing of the build 
site with holy water and prayer. 

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Father Albert Ezeanya, Father Reggie Odima, and Bishop Michael Sis processed the perimeter of the land that will house the 
new parish hall at Sacred Heart Church, Jan. 15, 2021, sprinkling the area with holy water.

Bishop Michael Sis, Msgr. Bob Bush, Father Albert Ezeanya and architect Brent Lobstein participated in the groundbreaking 
ceremony for a new parish hall at Sacred Heart Church in Abilene, Jan. 15, 2021.
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Installation of Lectors

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

On Jan. 9, 2021, at San Miguel Arcángel Church in 
Midland, Bishop Michael Sis installed members of 
the deacon formation class of 2022 as lectors. 
Front row: Alex Chick, Pete Madrid, Billy Garcia, 
Bobby Porras, Francisco Ocampo, Edward Cas-
tillo, Scott Randolph, Sergio Cedillo, Alonzo Lan-
din, and Mike Hernandez. 
Back row: Deacon David Workman, Bishop Mi-
chael Sis, and Deacon Freddy Medina.

Pope establishes World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly
By Junno Arocho Esteves  
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis announced 
the establishment of a World Day of Grandparents and 
the Elderly as a reminder of the important role they play 
as a link between generations. 

During his Sunday Angelus address Jan. 31, the 
pope said the day will be celebrated every year on the 
fourth Sunday of July to coincide with the feast of Sts. 
Joachim and Anne, Jesus' grandparents. The first cele-
bration of this day will be July 25. 

"It is important for grandparents to meet their grand-
children and for grandchildren to meet their grandpar-
ents because — as the prophet Joel says — 
grandparents, before their grandchildren, will dream and 
have great desires, and young people — taking strength 
from their grandparents — will go forward and proph-
esy," he said. 

Highlighting the Feb. 2 feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord, the pope said the recognition of Christ as the 
Messiah by the elderly Simeon and Anna is a reminder 
that "the Holy Spirit still stirs up thoughts and words of 
wisdom in the elderly today." 

"Their voice is precious because it sings the praises 
of God and safeguards the roots of peoples," he said. 
"They remind us that old age is a gift and that grandpar-
ents are the link between generations, passing on the ex-
perience of life and faith to the young." 

"Grandparents are often forgotten and we forget this 
wealth of preserving roots and passing on," he added. 

In a statement published shortly after the pope's an-
nouncement, Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell, prefect of the Di-
castery for Laity, the Family and Life, said the yearly 
event was "a gift to the whole church" that emphasizes 
the pastoral care of the elderly as "a priority that can no 
longer be postponed by any Christian community." 

"In the encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, the Holy Father re-
minds us that no one is saved alone. With this in mind, 
we must treasure the spiritual and human wealth that has 
been handed down from generation to generation," he 
said. 

Cardinal Farrell added that "today, more than ever, 

we are committed to making every effort to dismantle 
the throwaway culture and to enhance the charisms of 
grandparents and the elderly." 

The dicastery said Pope Francis will mark the first 
World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly July 25 with 
an evening Mass in St. Peter's Basilica. However, the 
Mass will be "subject to sanitary regulations in place at 
the time." 

"Closer to the world day, the Dicastery for Laity, the 
Family and Life will announce any further initiatives 
that will mark the event," the statement said. "As of now, 
the dicastery is inviting parishes and dioceses around the 
world to celebrate this world day at the local level in 
ways that are suited to their pastoral context." 

- - - 
Follow Arocho on Twitter: @arochoju.

CNS PHOTO | PAUL HARING

Pope Francis greets people during an encounter with the elderly in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican in this Sept. 28, 2014, 
file photo. During his Jan. 31 Sunday Angelus, the pope announced the establishment of a World Day of Grandparents and 
the Elderly. 
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Catholic Voices

What is love asking of us now?
“You can safely assume you’ve 

created God in your own image when it 
turns out that God hates all the same 
people you do.” Anne Lamott 

Those are words worth contemplat-
ing, on all sides of the political and reli-
gious divide today. We live in a time of 
bitter division. From our government of-
fices down to our kitchen tables there 
are tensions and divisions about politics, 
religion, and versions of truth that seem 
irreparable.  Sadly, these divisions have 
brought out the worst in us, in all of us. 
Common civility has broken down and 
brought with it something that effec-
tively illustrates the biblical definition of 
the “diabolic” – widespread lack of 
common courtesy, disrespect, demoniza-
tion and hatred of each other. All of us 
now smugly assume that God hates all 
the same people we do. The polarization 
around the recent U.S. elections, the 
storming of the U.S. Capitol buildings 
by a riotous mob, the bitter ethical and 
religious debates about abortion, and the 
loss of a common notion of truth, have 
made clear that incivility, hatred, dis-
respect, and different notions of truth 
rule the day. 

Where do we go with that? I am a 
theologian and not a politician or social 
analyst so what I say here has more to 
do with living out Christian discipleship 
and basic human maturity than with any 
political response. Where do we go reli-
giously with this? 

Perhaps a helpful way to probe for a 
Christian response is to pose the ques-
tion this way: what does it mean to love 
in a time like this?  What does it mean to 
love in a time when people can no 
longer agree on what is true? How do 
we remain civil and respectful when it 
feels impossible to respect those who 
disagree with us? 

In struggling for clarity with an 
issue so complex, sometimes it can be 
good to proceed via the Via Negativa, 
that is, by first asking what should we 
avoid doing. What should we not do 
today?  

First, we should not bracket civility 
and legitimize disrespect and demoniza-
tion; but we should also not be unheal-
thily passive, fearful that speaking our 
truth will upset others. We may not dis-
regard truth and let lies and injustices lie 
comfortable and unexposed. It is too 
simple to say that there are good people 
on both sides in order to avoid having to 
make real adjudications vis-à-vis the 

truth. There are sincere people on both 
sides, but sincerity can also be very mis-
guided. Lies and injustice need to be 
named. Finally, we must resist the subtle 
(almost impossible to resist) temptation 
to allow our righteousness to morph into 
self-righteousness, one of pride’s most 
divisive modalities.   

What do we need to do in the name 
of love? Fyodor Dostoevsky famously 
wrote that love is a harsh and fearful 
thing, and our first response should be to 
accept that. Love is a harsh thing and 
that harshness is not just the discomfort 
we feel when we confront others or find 
ourselves confronted by them. Love’s 
harshness is felt most acutely in the (al-
most indigestible) self-righteousness we 
have to swallow in order to rise to a 
higher level of maturity where we can 
accept that God loves those we hate just 
as much as God loves us — and those 
we hate are just as precious and impor-
tant in God’s eyes as we are. 

Once we accept this, then we can 
speak for truth and justice. Then truth 
can speak to power, to “alternative 
truth,” and to the denial of truth. That is 
the task. Lies must be exposed, and this 
needs to occur inside our political de-
bates, inside our churches, and at our 
dinner tables. That struggle will some-
times call us beyond niceness (which 
can be its own mammoth struggle for 
sensitive persons). However, while we 
cannot always be nice, we can always be 

civil and respectful. 
One of our contemporary prophetic 

figures, Daniel Berrigan, despite numer-
ous arrests for civil disobedience, stead-
fastly affirmed that a prophet makes a 
vow of love, not of alienation. Hence, in 
our every attempt to defend truth, to 
speak for justice, and to speak truth to 
power, our dominant tone must be one 
of love, not anger or hatred. Moreover, 
whether we are acting in love or aliena-
tion will always be manifest — in our 
civility or lack of it. No matter our 
anger, love still has some non-negotia-
bles: civility and respect. Whenever we 
find ourselves descending to adolescent 
name-calling, we can be sure we have 
fallen out of discipleship, out of proph-
ecy, and out of what is best inside us. 

Finally, how we will respond to the 
times remains a deeply personal thing. 
Not all of us are called to do the same 
thing. God has given each of us unique 
gifts and a unique calling; some are 
called to loud protest, others to quiet 
prophecy. However, we are all called to 
ask ourselves the same question: given 
what is happening, what is love asking 
of me now? 

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a 

theologian, teacher, and award-winning 
author. He can be contacted through his 
website:  www.ronrolheiser.com. Now 
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ron-
rolheiser. 

Father Ron  
Rolheiser

‘Culture warrior’ and the fallacy of misplaced concreteness
One of the least illuminating descrip-

tors that makes its way around the Catho-
lic commentariat is "culture warrior." The 
term is invariably used by someone on 
the left in order to excoriate a right-wing 
Catholic for his opposition to abortion-
on-demand, gay marriage, restrictions on 
religious liberty, etc. This resistance, we 
are told, amounts to "negativity," "divi-
siveness," and of course, "an unwilling-
ness to dialogue." I can only smile when 
I hear this from representatives of the 
left, for they seem blithely to overlook 
their own rather fierce resistance to the 
culture in regard to a wide range of is-
sues. When people on the port side of the 
Catholic commentariat hold forth against 
racism, xenophobia, homophobia, milita-
rism, capital punishment, environmental 
pollution, the current immigration policy 
of our country, etc., how are they not en-
gaging in culture warfare? How are they 
not being, in their own way, negative, di-
visive, and reluctant to dialogue? 

Two champions of the Catholic left 
— and particular heroes of mine — are 
Dorothy Day and Martin Luther King. 
Both of these worthies stood boldly 
athwart what they took to be dysfunc-
tional features of the culture of their time 
and both were willing to endure mockery, 
marginalization, and imprisonment. One 
would be hard pressed to characterize 
Ms. Day as willing to dialogue with rep-
resentatives of the military establishment 
or to describe Dr. King as open to 

friendly conversation with the keepers of 
the Jim Crow structure. Both chose 
forms of confrontation, nonviolent to be 
sure, but certainly designed to get in the 
face of their opponents. Both were ex-
tremely "divisive," and I would not hesi-
tate for a moment to call them culture 
warriors. And while we’re at it, might I 
suggest that the current Bishop of Rome 
is not one to pull any punches when he 
notices something negative in our soci-
ety. If you don’t think there is a fair 
amount of culture warfare going on in 
Laudato Si’, Evangelii Gaudium, Amoris 
Laetitia, and Fratelli Tutti, I would sug-
gest you haven’t read them very care-
fully. 

In point of fact, the left isn’t any less 
confrontational than the right; it’s just 
confrontational about different matters. 
And it’s not any more dialogical than the 
right; it’s just willing to dialogue in re-
gard to different subjects. Truth to tell, 
both left and right are, in their distinctive 
ways, following the suggestion of St. 

John Henry Newman that the Church 
moves through any given culture the 
same way a foraging animal moves 
through its environment — which is to 
say, assimilating what it can and resisting 
what it must. They just differ in regard to 
precisely what should be resisted and 
what can be assimilated. And this brings 
me to the point of this article — namely, 
what Alfred North Whitehead called "the 
fallacy of misplaced concreteness." By 
this term, the great philosopher meant the 
tendency to treat pure abstractions as 
something real, as identical to things, ob-
jects, and events. Abstractions can, of 
course, be useful, but when one mistakes 
them for the concretely real, one obfus-
cates rather than clarifies whatever is 
under discussion. 

So consider the abstraction "culture 
warrior" as used by a left-wing commen-
tator as a negative characterization of his 
opponent. As we have shown, it can’t 
possibly name anything real, since the 
accuser is every bit as much a culture 
warrior as the accused. It therefore func-
tions as a smokescreen for what the ac-
cuser really wants to say, and I can think 
of at least two possibilities: either he 
doesn’t think that the issues his opponent 
is criticizing should in fact be criticized, 
or perhaps he feels that the way his oppo-
nent is characterizing the issue is unfair. 
In either case, the real matter is obscured, 
and the use of the term doesn’t move 
anyone even a bit closer to the truth. Infi-

nitely preferable to trading in insulting 
abstractions that apply as much to one-
self as to one’s opponent is to engage in 
the tough work of authentic argument. 
The Jesuit philosopher Bernard Lonergan 
urged all thinkers to follow the four epi-
stemic imperatives: be attentive (see 
what is really there to be seen); be intelli-
gent (form plausible hypotheses to ex-
plain a given phenomenon); be 
reasonable (make judgments so as deter-
mine which of a variety of bright ideas is 
in fact the right idea); and finally, be re-
sponsible (accept the full implications of 
the judgment made). To do so is to argue 
about concrete matters, or in the lan-
guage of Aristotle, to stay on the "rough 
ground" of what is real. 

There are many reasons why the 
Catholic conversation has become dys-
functional, especially in the social media 
space: tribalism, ad hominem attacks, 
guilt by association, Girardian Twitter 
mobs, etc. Might I suggest that the fal-
lacy of misplaced concreteness is another 
key reason? And might I further suggest 
that whenever you see the term "culture 
warrior," you might, at least in your 
imagination, throw a penalty flag, realiz-
ing that constructive argument about the 
real has just been derailed? 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary 

bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
and the founder of Word on Fire Catholic 
Ministries.

Bishop Robert 
Barron 
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Voces Catolicas
Cuando el cansancio y la esperanza 

de un nuevo comienzo se encuentran
Durante estas primeras semanas del 

año 2021 he pasado bastante tiempo en 
conversación con colegas, estudiantes, fa-
miliares y amigos. Hablamos del trabajo, 
la vida, nuestros hijos, la política, la pan-
demia, nuestras preocupaciones, nuestras 
alegrías y nuestras esperanzas, entre mu-
chas otras cosas. 

Puedo observar por la manera como 
se ven y como suenan que muchos de 
ellos están cansados. Aunque general-
mente estoy de buen ánimo, también ex-
perimento cierto grado de cansancio. Se 
supone que el comienzo de un año nuevo 
nos ofrece una manera de ver la vida de 
manera rejuvenecida y nos inyecta ener-
gía nueva. Sin embargo, millones y mil-
lones de personas en nuestra nación 
simplemente están cansadas. 

El sentimiento de cansancio se puede 
justificar. No podemos ocultar los efectos 
del 2020 en nuestra vida, el cual fue un 
año tumultuoso. Todavía seguimos en 
medio de una pandemia que parece in-
domable. Aun cuando sabemos las noti-
cias excelentes sobre las vacunas que se 
han aprobado, cada día descubrimos que 
más personas han sido infectadas y que 
más han muerto; escuchamos que hay 
nuevas olas de contagio y nuevas cepas 
del virus. 

El clima político actual deja mucho 

que decir y, francamente, a veces desa-
nima. Desde que los Estados Unidos co-
menzaron como nación ha habido 
divergencia de opiniones y las divisiones 
han sido normales. Ello es normal en el 
mundo de la política. Sin embargo, 
cuando esas divisiones se usan para des-
mantelar o distorsionar los principios so-
ciales, políticos e incluso legales que se 
suponen han de fomentar una sociedad 
decente, entonces hay que reconocer que 
las cosas no andan bien. 

El uso desenfrenado de un lenguaje 
racista en el discurso público, el brote de 
un nacionalismo creciente que se funda-
menta en sentimientos antiinmigrantes y 
el desprecio por las personas que son po-
bres, entre otros desatinos socioculturales 
de nuestro día, exigen un examen de  
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Caminando Juntos

¿Qué espera de nosotros el 
amor en este momento?

“Puedes asumir con seguridad que 
has creado a Dios a tu propia imagen 
cuando sucede que Dios odia a la misma 
gente a la que tú odias”.  Anne Lamott 

Esas son palabras dignas de ser con-
templadas en todos puntos de la vertiente 
política y religiosa de hoy. Vivimos en un 
tiempo de amarga división. Desde las ofi-
cinas de nuestro gobierno hasta las mesas 
de nuestra cocina hay tensiones y divi-
siones sobre política, religión y versiones 
de la verdad que parecen irreparables. 
Tristemente, estas divisiones han puesto 
en escena lo peor de nosotros, de todos 
nosotros. La habitual cortesía se ha ve-
nido abajo y ha traído consigo algo que 
aclara consecuentemente la definición 
bíblica de lo “diabólico”: carencia gener-
alizada de general cortesía, desacato, de-
monización y odio de unos a otros. Todos 
nosotros asumimos ahora con presunción 
que Dios odia a la misma gente a la que 
nosotros odiamos. La polarización en 
torno a las recientes elecciones de EE. 
UU., el asalto a los edificios del Capitolio 
de EE. UU. por un gentío desenfrenado, 
los amargos debates éticos y religiosos 
sobre el aborto, y la pérdida de una no-
ción común de la verdad han dejado claro 
que la descortesía, el odio, el desacato y 
las diferentes nociones de la verdad rigen 

el día. 
¿Adónde vamos con eso? Yo soy teól-

ogo, no político ni analista social; por 
tanto, lo que digo aquí tiene que ver más 
con la vivencia del discipulado cristiano y 
la madurez humana básica que con cual-
quier respuesta política. ¿Adónde vamos 
religiosamente con esto? 

Tal vez una manera útil de indagar 
una respuesta cristiana es plantear la 
cuestión así: ¿qué significa amar en un 
momento como este? ¿Qué significa amar 
en un tiempo en el que la gente ya no 
puede quedar de acuerdo sobre lo que es 
verdadero? ¿Cómo permanecemos civ-
ilizados y respetuosos cuando se tiene la 
sensación de ser imposible respetar a 
aquellos que disienten de nosotros? 
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Padre  
Ron Rolheiser

El ‘guerrero de la cultura’ y la falacia de la concreción injustificada
Uno de los descriptores menos es-

clarecedores que se abre paso alrededor 
de los comentaristas católicos es el de 
“guerrero de la cultura”. El término es 
invariablemente utilizado por alguien de 
la izquierda para excoriar a un católico 
de derecha por su oposición al aborto 
bajo demanda, el matrimonio gay, las 
restricciones a la libertad religiosa, etc. 
Se nos dice que esta resistencia equivale 
a “negatividad”, “división” y, por su-
puesto, “falta de voluntad para el di-
álogo”. Sólo puedo sonreír cuando 
escucho esto de los representantes de la 
izquierda, porque parecen felizmente 
pasar por alto su propia resistencia bas-
tante feroz a la cultura con respecto a 
una amplia gama de temas. Cuando las 
personas de la banda de babor de los co-
mentaristas católicos se resisten contra 
el racismo, la xenofobia, la homofobia, 
el militarismo, la pena capital, la con-
taminación ambiental, la actual política 
de inmigración de nuestro país, etc., 
¿cómo no están ellos participando en la 
guerra cultural? ¿Cómo es que no están 
siendo, a su manera, negativos, divisi-
vos y reacios al diálogo? 

Dos campeones de la izquierda cató-
lica — y héroes particulares míos — son 
Dorothy Day y Martín Luther King. 
Estas dos eminencias se enfrentaron con 
valentía a lo que consideraban rasgos 
disfuncionales de la cultura de su 
tiempo y ambos estuvieron dispuestos a 
soportar la burla, la marginación y el en-
carcelamiento. Sería difícil caracterizar 
a Dorothy Day como dispuesta a dia-

logar con representantes del establish-
ment militar o describir al Dr. King 
como abierto a una conversación amis-
tosa con los guardianes de las leyes Jim 
Crow. Ambos eligieron formas de con-
frontación, no violentas ciertamente, 
pero ciertamente diseñadas para enfren-
tarse a sus oponentes. Ambos fueron ex-
tremadamente “divisivos”, y yo no 
dudaría ni por un momento en llamarlos 
guerreros de la cultural. Y mientras esta-
mos en ello, permítanme sugerir que el 
actual Obispo de Roma no es de los que 
ahorran puñetazos cuando nota algo 
negativo en nuestra sociedad. Si no 
crees que haya una buena cantidad de 
guerra de la cultura en Laudato Si’, 
Evangelii Gaudium, Amoris Laetitia y 
Fratelli Tutti, sugeriría que no los has 
leído con mucho cuidado. 

De hecho, la izquierda no es menos 
confrontativa que la derecha; es simple-
mente confrontativa sobre diferentes 
asuntos. Y no es más dialógica que la 
derecha; solo está dispuesta a dialogar 
con respecto a diferentes temas. La ver-
dad es que tanto la izquierda como la 

derecha, en sus maneras distintivas, 
siguen la sugerencia de San Juan En-
rique Newman de que la Iglesia se 
mueve a través de cualquier cultura 
dada de la misma manera que un animal 
forrajero se mueve a través de su en-
torno, es decir, asimilando lo que puede 
y resistiendo lo que debe. Simplemente 
difieren con respecto precisamente a lo 
que se debe resistir y lo que se puede 
asimilar. Y esto me lleva al punto de 
este artículo; es decir, lo que Alfred 
North Whitehead llamó “la falacia de la 
concreción injustificada”. Con este tér-
mino, el gran filósofo se refería a la ten-
dencia a tratar las abstracciones puras 
como algo real, como idéntico a las 
cosas, objetos y eventos. Las abstrac-
ciones pueden, por supuesto, ser útiles, 
pero cuando se las confunde con lo con-
cretamente real, uno se ofusca en lugar 
de aclarar lo que se está discutiendo. 

Así que considera la abstracción 
“guerrero de la cultura” como usada por 
un comentarista de izquierda como una 
caracterización negativa de su oponente. 
Como hemos demostrado, posiblemente 
no puede nombrar nada real, ya que el 
acusador es tanto un guerrero de la cul-
tura como el acusado. Por lo tanto, fun-
ciona como una cortina de humo para lo 
que el acusador realmente quiere decir, 
y puedo pensar en al menos dos posibil-
idades: o bien él no cree que los temas 
que su oponente está criticando deban 
de hecho ser criticados, o tal vez siente 
que la forma en que su oponente está ca-
racterizando el tema es injusta. En cual-

quier caso, el verdadero asunto queda 
oscurecido, y el uso del término no 
mueve a nadie ni un poquito más cerca 
de la verdad. Infinitamente preferible a 
negociar con abstracciones insultantes 
que se aplican tanto a uno mismo como 
a su oponente es participar en el duro 
trabajo de la argumentación auténtica. 
El filósofo jesuita Bernard Lonergan 
instó a todos los pensadores a seguir los 
cuatro imperativos epistémicos: estar 
atento (ver lo que realmente hay que 
ver); ser inteligente (formar hipótesis 
plausibles para explicar un fenómeno 
dado); ser razonable (hacer juicios para 
determinar cuál de una variedad de 
ideas brillantes es de hecho la idea cor-
recta); y finalmente, ser responsable 
(aceptar todas las implicaciones del jui-
cio realizado). Hacerlo es argumentar 
sobre asuntos concretos, o en el len-
guaje de Aristóteles, permanecer en el 
“terreno áspero” de lo que es real. 

Hay muchas razones por las que la 
conversación católica se ha vuelto dis-
funcional, especialmente en el espacio 
de las redes sociales: tribalismo, ataques 
ad hominem, culpabilidad por asocia-
ción, turbas Girardian en Twitter, etc. 
¿Puedo sugerir que la falacia de la con-
creción injustificada es otra razón 
clave? ¿Y podría sugerir además que 
cada vez que veas el término “guerrero 
de la cultura”, podrías, al menos en tu 
imaginación, alzar una bandera de pe-
nalización, dándote cuenta de que el ar-
gumento constructivo sobre lo real 
acaba de ser descarrilado?

Obispo Robert 
Barron 
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Where are you? Are you reading this 
online? If so, where would you say you 
are? Perhaps you are at home or the office 
or a waiting room. When we're online our 
physical location seems to matter less. Fo-
cused on the screen, the rest of the world 
kind of fades away. 

As the pandemic has taught us, work 
and school don't have to be conducted in a 
shared physical location. As long as we can 
"connect," any place can become work or 
school. 

The dining room table, once reserved 
for the family meal, has become a multi-
functional space that doubles as a school 
room or office desk. This is understandable 
given the current conditions, but it deeply 
affects our sense of place. 

If places and objects are no longer set 
apart but repurposed for "practical reasons" 
then they can lose their distinctiveness, 
their original purpose, you might even say 
their sacred character. Think of the 
churches forced to close that have become 
breweries or nightclubs. The physical place 
loses its sacred meaning and purpose. 

Where are you? God asked this same 
question of Adam after he had eaten the 
forbidden fruit in the garden. If God knows 
everything, why did he have to ask Adam 
where he was? 

St. Augustine said it was a reminder to 
Adam that there was nowhere Adam could 
be once God was not in him. Yes, Adam 

was still physically in the garden (hiding), 
but his sense of the place changed as a re-
sult of his disobedience. For Adam, the 
garden went from a place of peace to a 
place of fear. No longer a sanctuary, the 
garden became a hiding place, a place of 
shame. 

What happens when our home no 
longer feels like a sanctuary? What 
happens when the cares of school and 
work can no longer be left behind but are 
ever present as long as there are phones 
and laptops in the same space? 

It's hard not to notice the shiny Apple 
logo on the back of many of those devices, 
an apple with a bite removed. A reminder 
of our first parents' mistake in the garden 
has followed us home, and it has changed 
the way we relate to the places we inhabit. 

What did the serpent promise? That 
Adam and Eve could be like gods. What  
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Vaccines and other  
entanglements with abortion

As the new COVID-19 vaccines are 
being rolled out, several people have told 
me, “I don’t want a vaccine with any con-
nection to abortion.”  

This is a valid sentiment that most of us 
would likely echo. At a minimum, it should 
serve as an important “call to action” for 
each of us during the course of this pan-
demic. Even if we decide to get inoculated 
with a vaccine that was produced using abor-
tion-derived human cell lines — which for a 
serious reason and in the absence of alter-
natives would not be unethical — we still 
face a real duty to push back and make 
known our disagreement with the continued 
use of these cells by researchers in the phar-
maceutical industry and academia.  

We can do this in several ways.  
We can write a letter to the editor to 

heighten public awareness, or contact the 
pharmaceutical companies that make vac-
cines, urging them to discontinue their use of 
abortion-derived cell lines. If they do so, we 
should also thank them.  

We can similarly initiate discussions 
with friends or relatives who work in re-
search labs about whether their company or 
university uses cells derived from abortions.  

One of the “silver linings” of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is that it affords us the 
opportunity to raise awareness about these 
moral concerns and improve the way that 
biomedical research is conducted by scien-
tists.  

As one bishop I was speaking with re-
minded me recently: “We need to teach, edu-
cate and confront this issue more widely. It’s 
everyone’s duty.” Such efforts will help 
build real momentum for change.  

I’m often asked whether sample letters 
are available to help with writing to vaccine 
manufacturers who use abortion-derived cell 
lines. An example would be: 

“I am writing in regard to your COVID-
19 vaccine. It is my understanding that a cell 
line originally derived from an abortion is 
being used in the production of your vaccine. 
I am contacting you to request that your 
company stop relying on these cells in the 
pharmaceutical work that you carry out. 
Please understand that as one of your poten-
tial customers, I am very concerned about 
these issues. It is my understanding that al-
ternative, non-abortion-derived cell sources 
are available or could be made available. It is 
important for all of us to show our respect 
for the remains of those children whose lives 
were taken prematurely, and one way we can 
do this is by avoiding these cell lines in sci-
entific research and pharmaceutical devel-
opment. Thank you.” 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Arch-
bishop of Kansas City and Chairman of the 
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, 
has also prepared a more detailed letter 
(available at: https://www.usccb.org/re-
sources/Letter-to-FDA-urging-ethical-
COVID-vaccines.pdf) that addresses the 
need to develop vaccines free of entangle-
ments with abortion.  

While such entanglements remain a sig-
nificant concern, we also need to be aware 
how some of our daily activities may have a 
much more direct connection to the abortion 

industry.  
Dr. Melissa Moschella recently ob-

served how getting a vaccine made with the 
help of an abortion-derived cell line has “less 
connection to the ongoing evil of abortion 
than other actions we engage in on a regular 
basis, such as doing business with the many 
companies that donate money directly or in-
directly to Planned Parenthood, including 
Nike, Heinz, Energizer, Clorox, Facebook, 
JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America, CVS, 
Walmart, Liberty Mutual, Aetna, and hun-
dreds of others." 

To put it another way, each time we pur-
chase Tostitos/Frito Lay products, fill our gas 
tank with ExxonMobil gas or buy Pepsi pro-
ducts, our contribution to the continuation of 
abortion is significantly more direct than 
when we receive a vaccine manufactured 
with abortion-derived fetal cell lines. Each of 
these large consumer-oriented corporations 
make large financial contributions to 
Planned Parenthood, which promotes and di-
rectly performs the killing of unborn chil-
dren in the United States and in other 
countries.  

Widespread corporate collusion in the 
evil of abortion does not, of course, mitigate 
the ethical concerns about using cell lines 
taken from fetal cadavers to produce vac-
cines. But it is does represent another impor-
tant area where letter-writing, boardroom 
votes, boycotts, and other focused efforts by 
stockholders, employees and customers can 
make a difference when it comes to scaling 
back the support mechanisms that Planned 
Parenthood and other abortion-minded or-
ganizations rely on. 

As the Vatican emphasized in its recent 
“Note on the Morality of Using Some Anti-
Covid-19 Vaccines,” the reception of an in-
oculation made from abortion-derived cells 
“does not in itself constitute a legitimation” 
of the practice of abortion. Receiving the 
stick of the needle today does not mean we 
are somehow cooperating in an abortion that 
occurred decades ago and for reasons inde-
pendent of vaccine production. 

Each of us has a serious obligation to 
witness to the inviolability of human life. We 
need to take the time to speak up so that fu-
ture vaccines and medicines will be devel-
oped without any reliance on 
abortion-derived materials. 

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned 

his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and 
did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education at The 
National Catholic Bioethics Center in Phila-
delphia. See www.ncbcenter.org and 
www.fathertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 
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A place to be fully human

Exhaustion meets  
new beginnings

During these first weeks of the year 
2021, I have spent a significant amount of 
time in conversation with colleagues, stu-
dents, family and friends. We talk work, 
life, our children, politics, the pandemic, 
our woes, our joys and our hopes, among 
other things. 

I can tell that many of them feel ex-
hausted by how they look and sound. Al-
though I tend to be upbeat, I feel my own 
share of exhaustion. The start of a year is 
supposed to signal fresh beginnings and in-
still some new energy, yet millions and 
millions of people in our nation are simply 
exhausted. 

The feeling is justifiable. We cannot 
hide the effects of the tumultuous year 
2020 in our lives. We are still in the midst 
of a pandemic that seems relentless. Even 
with the excellent news of having several 
vaccines available, each day we learn 
about more infections and more deaths; 
then new waves and new strains of the 
virus. 

Our current political climate is per-
plexing and, frankly, disappointing. Since 
its inception, our nation has withstood di-
versity of opinions and divisions. Fine. Yet, 
when those divisions become instruments 
to dismantle or distort the social, political 
and even legal principles that are supposed 
to make us one decent society, then we 
must wonder what has gone awry. 

The cavalier use of racist language in 

our public discourse, the rise of an emerg-
ing nationalism built upon anti-immigrant 
sentiments and the disdain for people who 
struggle with poverty, among other socio-
cultural misfits in our day, demand a com-
munal examination of conscience. 

It is here where people of faith and re-
ligious institutions could exercise much 
needed leadership. Yet, we cannot go to 
our churches as we used to since we need 
to adhere to important restrictions that aim 
at controlling the pandemic. Religious edu-
cation and spiritual support efforts, even 
when done online, are running half steam. 

Many people of faith are hurt and dis-
concerted, many actually disillusioned, at 
witnessing religious leaders from different 
traditions and philosophical persuasions 
placing politics and ideology above truth 
and the message of love at the heart of the 
Gospel. More worrisome is the  
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Catholic Voices

Cartoon Corner'The Social Dilemma'
My brother has been a faithful member of Alcoholics 

Anonymous for decades. He's the guy who opens the 
church and brews the coffee for the weekly meeting. 

But since March, his meetings have been on Zoom. 
So he had an idea. On Zoom, he could meet anywhere, 
right? So why not go somewhere new. He looked up AA 
meetings on Google, wrote to a group in County Mayo, 
Ireland, and asked if they'd share their meeting link. 
Voila! There he was, at a meeting in a little village in Ire-
land. 

Technology and social media are amazing. What 
would I have done without texting, emails and Zoom 
during isolation, with kids far away and a new grand-
daughter in October? It's great to keep up with friends on 
Facebook. Twitter and other platforms provide lots of 
news. It's a blessing in so many ways. 

But we're increasingly aware of the dark side of so-
cial media. The urgency became obvious when our U.S. 
Capitol was attacked by insurrectionists who based their 
violence on lies about our election and absurd conspiracy 
theories propagated by a constant diet of social media. 

The Social Dilemma is a documentary made before 
our recent terrorist attack. Available on Netflix, it in-
cludes interviews with many of the brilliant people who 
brought us Google, Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest and 
other sites that occupy so much of our time. The warn-
ings they present are sobering. I have friends who have 
quit Facebook after watching it. 

Social media sites know everything about you, or at 
least that's their goal. And with every click, every "like," 
every message you view or ignore, they learn more about 
you. It's a constant process, a never-ending attempt to 
lure you into more — more scrolling, more addiction, 
more hours spent on their sites. 

When they see what you like, what you click on, 
they give you more of the same. That's how some people 
fall into a rabbit hole of increasingly more frightening 
misinformation and conspiracy. So you're interested in 
the "lizard people conspiracy?" Or you're sure there's a 
"deep state" running things? Wait, says the site, there's 
more! 

The film provides a realistic portrayal of how a 
young person might become radicalized by social media, 
something we've come to associate with jihadis. But now 
that we've seen our own home-grown terrorism, we real-
ize how powerfully persuasive social media can be even 
to susceptible adults. 

Addicting us is what social media has to do to sell 
their product, and to sell the products their sites sell. It's 
built into their algorithms. 

And what is social media doing to our kids? We've 
heard of young teens seeking plastic surgery so they 
could resemble the "influencers" they follow on Insta-
gram. 

The statistics on the skyrocketing rates in the last 
decade of suicide, depression, self-harm and anxiety 
among teens are terrifying, and those rates are rising fas-
test among the youngest teens. Meanwhile, teen preg-
nancy rates are dropping. On the face of it, that's a good 
thing, right? But it's a sign of a frightening trend — teens 
are increasingly living their lives on screen, rather than in 
in-person relationships. This is not healthy. 

Solutions? The Social Dilemma offers some techni-
cal and regulatory ones, but also practical advice. Don't 
give your kids smartphones until they're well into their 
teens, and then be vigilant. It's very important to get your 
own news from a variety of well-regarded sources. And 
monitor the time you spend scrolling. 

Perhaps a good question to ask as we look forward to 
Lent: How much time do I spend daily in prayer versus 
how much time on social media?

New Orleans' Norman C. Francis Parkway is an act of justice
The people we choose to honor in public spaces 

matter. 
As such, thousands rejoiced on Jan. 1, 2021, when 

New Orleans' Jefferson Davis Parkway officially became 
the Norman Francis C. Parkway. 

Calls to rename the Crescent City's popular thor-
oughfare, which was itself renamed to "honor" the Con-
federacy's slave-owning president by white 
segregationists in 1910, date back decades. 

However, it took last summer's protests against white 
supremacy and the police murders of George Floyd and 
Breonna Taylor to force municipal leaders to finally act. 

On Aug. 20, 2020, the New Orleans City Council, at 
the urging of more the 14,000 petitioners, unanimously 
voted to rename the parkway after Francis, one of the 
city's most respected educational leaders and champions 
of racial equality and human dignity. 

Much of the news about this monumental name 
change has focused on the importance of ridding our na-
tion of hate monuments erected to misrepresent history 
and champion white supremacy. But the Catholic dimen-
sions of the story are also noteworthy. 

After all, New Orleans is home to one of the nation's 
oldest Catholic communities. The histories of the city's 
white and Black Catholic faithful are deeply intertwined 
with that of the Confederacy, the Lost Cause movement 
and the long African American struggle for freedom and 
civil rights. 

Davis wasn't Catholic, but he was educated in his 
youth by the slaveholding Dominican friars in Kentucky. 
Davis also maintained a strong connection to the white 
Catholic community, religious and lay, male and female, 

for the remainder of his life. 
In New Orleans, where Davis died and was buried in 

1889, white Catholics not only overwhelmingly sup-
ported the Confederacy during the Civil War, but also vi-
olently opposed the Reconstruction-era legislation that 
formally abolished slavery and extended citizenship and 
voting rights to Black men. 

In fact, the Daughters of Charity cared for Davis dur-
ing his final illness, and two Mercy Sisters arrived to 
pray over his body shortly after his death. A Jesuit priest 
also helped to officiate Davis' funeral in New Orleans. 

Norman Francis, on the other hand, is among the 
church's most distinguished faithful and a proud member 
of southern Louisiana's long-standing African American 
Catholic community, which launched many challenges to 
white supremacy and Jim Crow segregation during and 
in the immediate decades following Reconstruction. 

Although the U.S. Supreme Court's 1896 decision in 
Plessy v. Ferguson subverted these protests, subsequent 
generations of Louisiana's African American Catholics, 
religious and lay, carried the fight forward and broke 

down significant racial barriers in American life, includ-
ing the church, after World War II. 

In 1952, Francis, a native of Lafayette, Louisiana, 
and its all-Black St. Paul's School administered by the 
historically Afro-Creole and Black Sisters of the Holy 
Family, desegregated the Loyola University School of 
Law in New Orleans. Three years later, he became the 
Jesuit institution's first African American graduate. 

In the 1960s, when white Catholic New Orleanians 
emerged as some of the most virulent leaders and foot 
soldiers of massive resistance to the civil rights move-
ment, Francis rose to face the unyielding threat of white 
supremacy again by supporting local desegregation cam-
paigns. 

While serving as the dean of men at his undergradu-
ate alma mater, Xavier College (now Xavier University 
of Louisiana), in 1961, Francis secretly arranged for the 
Congress of Racial Equality's Freedom Riders to be 
housed on campus. The interracial Freedom Riders had 
arrived in New Orleans beaten and terrorized by white 
supremacist vigilante forces aided by the police across 
the deep South. 

Seven years later, amid increasing calls for Black 
leadership in Black institutions, Francis accepted the in-
vitation to become Xavier's first Black and lay president 
and undertook a massive campaign to transform the his-
torically Black and Catholic institution of higher educa-
tion into an academic powerhouse. 

Under Francis' 47-year leadership, Xavier's enroll-
ment tripled and its endowment grew steadily. Francis  

 
See WILLIAMS, Page 22 

Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service 

 
For the Journey

Shannen Dee Williams 
Catholic News Service 

 
The Griot’s Cross



Page 20 FEBRUARY 2021 The Angelus

At National Prayer Breakfast, Biden says faith is guide in ‘a dark, dark time’
By Catholic News Agency 
 

WASHINGTON D.C. (CNA) — Pres-
ident Joe Biden condemned political ex-
tremism and urged Americans to “lift one 
another up” in remarks at the virtual Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast.  

In brief taped remarks to the 69th an-
nual National Prayer Breakfast, Biden — 
who is Catholic — addressed the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, issues of racial in-
justice, and the Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Capi-
tol.  

“For so many in our nation, this is a 
dark, dark time,” Biden said. “So where 
do we turn? Faith.” 

Biden quoted philosopher Søren 
Kierkegaard that “faith sees best in the 
dark.” 

“For me, in the darkest moments, faith 
provides hope and solace,” Biden said. “It 
provides clarity and purpose as well. It 
shows the way forward, as one nation with 
a common purpose to respect one another, 
to care for one another, to leave no one be-
hind.”  

Biden, who is just the second Catholic 
U.S. president, often speaks of the in-
fluence of his faith on his life.  

However, in his first two weeks as 
president, Biden has already allowed for 
U.S. funding of international pro-abortion 
groups, has taken steps toward funding of 
domestic pro-abortion groups, and had 
pledged to codify the Roe v. Wade deci-
sion; the 1973 Roe ruling legalized abor-
tion nationwide. 

White House press secretary Jen Psaki 
told EWTN News Nightly on Wednesday 
that these actions were simply “delivering 
on promises he [Biden] made on the cam-
paign trail.” 

As a candidate for president, Biden 
supported taxpayer funding of abortions, 
reversing his long-standing support of the 
Hyde amendment; that policy blocks the 
use of taxpayer funds to pay for elective 
abortions.  

During his presidential campaign, 
Biden also promised to reinstate a policy 
that would require the Little Sisters of the 
Poor to provide coverage of birth control 
and abortifacients in their employee health 
plans; the act would effectively reignite a 
court battle with the sisters, who have said 
it would violate their religious beliefs.  

Biden has also taken actions on racial 
equity, immigration reform and the envi-
ronment that have been praised by U.S. 
bishops.  

When asked by EWTN News Nightly 
on Wednesday if Biden will “use his faith 
to guide him in policy decision-making,” 
Psaki declined to answer directly; she 
noted that he attends church “nearly every 
weekend” and that going to church is im-
portant to him personally. 

The prayer breakfast was held vir-
tually, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

The event has occurred annually in 
Washington, D.C. since 1953, hosted by 
members of Congress from both parties 
and organized by the Faith Foundation.  

The honorary co-chairs of the 2021 
prayer breakfast were Sens. Chris Coons 
(D-Del.) and Tim Scott (R-S.C.), and 
Reps. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.) and Tom 
Suozzi (D-N.Y.), a Catholic.  

In a statement last month, Biden and 
Vice President Kamala Harris marked the 
48th anniversary Roe v. Wade decision. 
“The Biden-Harris Administration is com-
mitted to codifying Roe v. Wade and ap-
pointing judges that respect foundational 

precedents like Roe,” they said of the 
decision that legalized abortion. 

“We are also committed to ensuring 
that we work to eliminate maternal and in-
fant health disparities, increase access to 
contraception, and support families eco-
nomically so that all parents can raise their 
families with dignity.  This commitment 
extends to our critical work on health out-
comes around the world,” the statement 
added. 

CNS PHOTO | TOM BRENNER, REUTERS

President Joe Biden signs executive orders on immigration at the White House in Wash-
ington Feb. 2, 2021.

Black Catholic is trailblazer 

in science; she has been  

geneticist for 56 years 

 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (CNS) — As a 

child, Sheila Stiles Jewell played out-
side of the public housing where her 
family lived in Memphis. She felt one 
with nature weaving clover and catch-
ing bumblebees, not realizing that she 
was really feeding her curiosity for 
science and the natural world. During 
the days of segregation, the Catholic 
Church recruited her family, living at 
Lemoyne Owen Gardens at the time, to 
receive a Catholic education. It was a 
noble act that she credits with much of 
her success today. Working into her 70s, 
Jewell is a research geneticist at the 
U.S. NOAA Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center in Milford, Connecticut. 
NOAA Fisheries is an office of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration. "Science has made my faith 
stronger," she said. "The DNA structure 
is amazing. It is beautiful and is ev-
idence of what God can do and has 
done. Look around you, it is just won-
derful!" Women from her generation are 
underrepresented in the field of science. 
Jewell would like to see more African 
American females enter the field of 
science. She speaks at schools and 
brings her sea creatures to show the stu-
dents hoping to spark an interest within 
them. "My faith has been an important 
part of how I persisted and persevered. I 
can't imagine how I could have done it 
without my faith," she said.

Priest says thousands 

of refugees in Tigray 

deported to Eritrea 

 
NAIROBI, Kenya (CNS) 

— In the midst of the conflict in 
Ethiopia's Tigray region, thou-
sands of Eritrean refugees who 
fled oppression and authoritar-
ianism have been deported back 
to their home country, said an 
Eritrean Catholic priest. Father 
Mussie Zerai, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Asmara, Eritrea, 
who works with migrants, said 
the refugees were in Schimelba 
and Hitsats camps, which 
hosted about 20,000 refugees. 
He said about 10,000 of them 
were deported to Eritrea. The 
refugees are part of the 96,000 
who were hosted in four camps 
in Tigray. The Eritreans had 
fled political persecution, com-
pulsory military service and war 
back home. "About 5,000 man-
aged to escape and reach the 
Mai-Aini refugee camp, which 
now houses over 20,000; 5,000 
people are missing," Father 
Zerai told Catholic News Serv-
ice. "What happened in the ref-
ugee camps in Tigray is a cruel 
violation of the Geneva Con-
vention of 1951," which relates 
to the status of a refugee, the 
priest said. "We know there 
have been violence and kill-
ings."

Vietnam closes schools, 

ceremonies for Tet after 

COVID-19 variant 

spreads 

 
HO CHI MINH CITY, Viet-

nam (CNS) — Vietnamese dio-
ceses called off some ceremonies 
planned for Tet, the Lunar New 
Year, after a new COVID-19 vari-
ant spread to more than 10 cities 
and provinces. Ucanews.com re-
ported 10 dioceses issued detailed 
instructions on coronavirus preven-
tion and called on Catholics to 
abide by health authorities' meas-
ures to protect their families and 
communities. Vietnamese govern-
ment authorities closed schools ac-
ross Vietnam to stem the spread of 
the variant. All nurseries, schools 
and colleges in 39 cities and prov-
inces, including Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Minh City, closed early in Feb-
ruary to guarantee students' safety 
ahead of the Tet festival holiday, 
Feb. 6-16. On Feb. 3, Nguyen Dinh 
Khang, head of the Vietnam Gen-
eral Confederation of Labor, called 
on domestic migrant workers to 
limit their travels during Tet. In the 
past, millions of Vietnamese 
workers returned home ahead of 
the Tet holiday. Khang said tens of 
thousands of workers had decided 
to remain in southern provinces so 
as to contain the coronavirus, and 
he appreciated their responsibility 
to the community.

Catholic Health Associa-

tion launches initiative to 

confront racism 

 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- In re-

sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the nation's movement for racial 
reckoning, the Catholic Health Asso-
ciation of the United States an-
nounced an initiative to confront 
racism in the provision of health care. 
The initiative was announced in a 
Feb. 4 news conference on Zoom 
with Catholic health care leaders. 
"With a deep sense of urgency, we 
feel called to act," said Mercy Sister 
Mary Haddad, CHA president and 
CEO. She said the pandemic's impact 
on people of color and the racial jus-
tice protests of last year demonstrated 
"our strides against racism have 
simply not been enough ... more must 
be done." Similarly, Lloyd Dean, 
president and CEO of CommonSpirit 
Health, the largest Catholic health 
system in the U.S., said: "This is our 
moment" and added that this work 
Catholic health care groups are tak-
ing on "can be a game changer." He 
said the coronavirus pandemic has re-
vealed deep disparities in health care, 
noting that people of color are four 
times more likely to be hospitalized 
and three times more likely to die of 
COVID-19 than others. "Shame on 
us if we do not seize this moment as 
a nation and a society to make meas-
urable and demonstrable changes," he 
added.
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it raises troubling and fundamental questions of frater-
nity, solidarity, and inclusion in the human community. 
It is also a matter of social justice. We cannot ignore the 
reality that abortion rates are much higher among the 
poor and minorities, and that the procedure is regularly 
used to eliminate children who would be born with dis-
abilities. 

Rather than impose further expansions of abortion 
and contraception, as he has promised, I am hopeful 
that the new President and his administration will work 
with the Church and others of good will. My hope is 
that we can begin a dialogue to address the complicated 
cultural and economic factors that are driving abortion 

and discouraging families. My hope, too, is that we can 
work together to finally put in place a coherent family 
policy in this country, one that acknowledges the cru-
cial importance of strong marriages and parenting to the 
well-being of children and the stability of communities. 
If the President, with full respect for the Church’s reli-
gious freedom, were to engage in this conversation, it 
would go a long way toward restoring the civil balance 
and healing our country’s needs. 

President Biden’s call for national healing and unity 
is welcome on all levels. It is urgently needed as we 
confront the trauma in our country caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic and the social isolation that has only 
worsened the intense and long-simmering divisions 
among our fellow citizens. 

As believers, we understand that healing is a gift 
that we can only receive from the hand of God. We 

know, too, that real reconciliation requires patient lis-
tening to those who disagree with us and a willingness 
to forgive and move beyond desires for reprisal. Chris-
tian love calls us to love our enemies and bless those 
who oppose us, and to treat others with the same com-
passion that we want for ourselves.  

We are all under the watchful eye of God, who 
alone knows and can judge the intentions of our hearts. 
I pray that God will give our new President, and all of 
us, the grace to seek the common good with all sincer-
ity. 

I entrust all our hopes and anxieties in this new mo-
ment to the tender heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
mother of Christ and the patroness of this exceptional 
nation. May she guide us in the ways of peace and ob-
tain for us wisdom and the grace of a true patriotism 
and love of country.

INAUGURATION 
 
Continued from Page 7

realmente sirvan a la persona humana, están guiados por el 
gran mandamiento de Cristo de amar y solidarizarnos con 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas, especialmente con los más 
vulnerables. 

Para los obispos de la nación, la continua injusticia del 
aborto sigue siendo la "prioridad preeminente". Aunque 
preeminente no significa "única". Tenemos una profunda 
preocupación por las muchas amenazas a la vida y la digni-
dad humanas en nuestra sociedad. Pero, como enseña el 
Papa Francisco, no podemos quedarnos en silencio cuando 
casi un millón de vidas por nacer son terminadas anual-
mente en nuestro país a través del aborto. 

El aborto es un ataque directo a la vida que también las-
tima a la mujer y socava a la familia. No es sólo un asunto 
privado, ello genera problemáticas situaciones en aspectos 
fundamentales como la fraternidad, la solidaridad y la inclu-
sión en la comunidad humana. También es una cuestión de 
justicia social. No podemos ignorar la realidad de que las 

tasas de aborto son mucho más altas entre los pobres y mi-
norías, y que el procedimiento se usa regularmente para eli-
minar a los niños que nacerían con discapacidades. 

En lugar de imponer más expansiones del aborto y la 
anticoncepción, como ha prometido, tengo la esperanza de 
que el nuevo presidente y su administración trabajarán con 
la Iglesia y otras personas de buena voluntad. Mi esperanza 
es que podamos iniciar un diálogo para tratar los complica-
dos factores culturales y económicos que motivan el aborto 
y desaniman a las familias. Mi esperanza es igualmente que 
trabajemos juntos para poner finalmente en práctica una 
política familiar coherente en este país que reconozca la im-
portancia crucial de los matrimonios y crianza sólidos para 
el bienestar de los niños y la estabilidad de las comunidades. 
Si el presidente, con pleno respeto por la libertad religiosa 
de la Iglesia, participara en esta conversación, sería de gran 
ayuda para restaurar el equilibrio civil y curar las necesi-
dades de nuestro país. 

El llamado del presidente Biden por una reconciliación 
nacional y unidad es bienvenido a todos los niveles. Es algo 
que se necesita urgentemente mientras enfrentamos el 
trauma en nuestro país causado por la pandemia del corona-

virus y el aislamiento social, que sólo han agravado las in-
tensas y largas divisiones entre nuestros conciudadanos. 

Como creyentes, entendemos que la sanidad es un re-
galo que sólo podemos recibir de la mano de Dios. Sabemos 
también que la reconciliación real requiere escuchar con pa-
ciencia a quienes no están de acuerdo con nosotros y la vol-
untad de perdonar y superar los deseos de represalia. El 
amor cristiano nos llama a amar a nuestros enemigos y a 
bendecir a los que se oponen a nosotros, y a tratar a los 
demás con la misma compasión que queremos para noso-
tros. 

Estamos todos bajo la atenta mirada de Dios, quien es 
el único que puede juzgar las intenciones de nuestros cora-
zones. Oro para que Dios le dé a nuestro nuevo presidente, 
y a todos nosotros, la gracia de buscar el bien común con 
toda sinceridad.  

Encomiendo todas nuestras esperanzas y ansiedades en 
este nuevo momento al tierno corazón de la Santísima 
Virgen María, madre de Cristo y patrona de esta nación ex-
cepcional. Que ella nos guíe por los caminos de la paz y nos 
ofrezca la sabiduría y la gracia de un verdadero patriotismo 
y amor por la patria.

PRESIDENTE 
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In unprecedented move, Cardinal Cupich 

criticizes USCCB statement on Biden
By Catholic News Agency 
 

Cardinal Blase Cupich, arch-
bishop of Chicago, used Twitter to 
issue a scathing criticism of the 
USCCB’s official statement on the 
inauguration of President Joe Biden. 

In his four-part Twitter thread 
on Wednesday, Cardinal Cupich 
said that “the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops issued an ill-con-
sidered statement on the day of 
President Biden’s inauguration. 
Aside from the fact that there is 
seemingly no precedent for doing 
so, the statement, critical of Pres-
ident Biden, came as a surprise to 
many bishops, who received it just 
hours before it was released.” 

“The statement was crafted 
without the involvement of the Ad-
ministrative Committee, a collegial 
consultation that is a normal course 
for statements that represent and 
enjoy the considered endorsement 
of the American bishops,” he said. 

“The internal institutional fai-
lures involved must be addressed, 
and I look forward to contributing 
to all efforts to that end, so that, in-
spired by the Gospel, we can build 
up the unity of the Church, and to-
gether take up the work of healing 
our nation in this moment of crisis,” 
the cardinal said. 

The overt criticism of the 
USCCB came after Cardinal Cu-

pich published a separate statement 
on his website that did not include 
these critiques. It follows a flurry of 
public reactions from his fellow 
U.S. bishops, who have supported 
the USCCB statement. 

Three different bishops speak-
ing on background to CNA said 
they were aware that Cardinal Cu-
pich wanted a more supportive, 
clearly pro-Biden statement, and 
that he spent most of Wednesday 
trying to get the support of other 
bishops to come up with an alter-
native statement. 

The USCCB statement to 
which Cupich was responding was 
originally expected to be released at 
9 a.m. Eastern time. However, it 
was delayed and published only 
after Biden was sworn in to office 
and around the time Pope Francis 
published a message to the new 
president. 

The statement was from Arch-
bishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles, 
president of the bishops’ confer-
ence. 

Gomez stressed that the 
bishops’ job is not to be political, 
but to preach the truth. He said that 
while there are numerous issues of 
concern to the bishops’ conference, 
abortion is the preeminent issue that 
cannot be ignored. 

Gomez said that “abortion is a 
direct attack on life that also 

wounds the woman and undermines 
the family. It is not only a private 
matter, it raises troubling and funda-
mental questions of fraternity, sol-
idarity, and inclusion in the human 
community. It is also a matter of so-
cial justice. We cannot ignore the re-
ality that abortion rates are much 
higher among the poor and minor-
ities, and that the procedure is regu-
larly used to eliminate children who 
would be born with disabilities.” 

"Rather than impose further ex-
pansions of abortion and contracep-
tion, as he has promised, I am 
hopeful that the new President and 
his administration will work with 
the Church and others of good will. 
My hope is that we can begin a dia-
logue to address the complicated 
cultural and economic factors that 
are driving abortion and discourag-
ing families,” he continued. 

“My hope, too, is that we can 
work together to finally put in place 
a coherent family policy in this 
country, one that acknowledges the 
crucial importance of strong mar-
riages and parenting to the well-
being of children and the stability of 
communities,” Gomez said. “If the 
President, with full respect for the 
Church’s religious freedom, were to 
engage in this conversation, it 
would go a long way toward restor-
ing the civil balance and healing our 
country’s needs.”
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irresponsible use of the Christian message and wha-
tever standing our faith institutions may have in society 
to justify the unjustifiable. 

Put all these together: a fierce pandemic, divisive 
politics, institutions threatened at their core, wide-
spread prejudice and the manipulation of religion for 
ideological gain, among other challenges. It is easy, in-
deed, to understand why people in our society are ex-
hausted. 

Where do we go from here? The promise of new 
beginnings remains. Every crisis brings along its own 
hopes and opportunities. 

As Christians, we believe that life, good, order and 
love prevail over death, evil, chaos and hate, respec-
tively. We know this because God spoke decisively in 
Jesus Christ, and in him our sense of hope finds its 
foundation. 

Jesus' words resound strongly: "Come to me, all 
you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 
rest" (Mt 11:28). This is still a young year and we must 
remain attentive to any signs of hope before us. Pan-
demics come and go. Regimes rise and fall. Errors 

stand to be corrected. 
In the midst of the widespread feelings of exhaus-

tion, Catholics must redouble our efforts to be beacons 
of hope in our society. The challenges are big and com-
plex, and they will escape any facile or simplistic re-
sponse. We must try, nonetheless; and try hard. 

Whether in the White House or Congress, churches 
or schools, offices or businesses, factories or fields, 
homes or the public square, this is a time for Catholics 
to instill hope inspired in the best of our faith. 

- - - 
Ospino is professor of theology and religious edu-

cation at Boston College.
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also led the efforts to transform Xavier into the na-
tion's most successful producer of Black medical 
school graduates — which may very well be his most 
important legacy in our nation. 

Indeed, when one considers Francis' long and dis-
tinguished resume, which earned him the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2006, renaming New Orleans' 
Jefferson Davis Parkway after Francis was the perfect 
choice to overturn such an egregious historical and 

moral wrong. 
That the official name change took place on the 

anniversary of the Haitian Revolution, which ce-
mented the foundation of anti-slavery across the 
Americas and seeded a significant portion of Lou-
isiana's African American Catholic community, also 
matters. 

The moral arc of the universe has always required 
the courage and service of dedicated people to bend it 
toward justice. 

As our nation and church continue to suffer the le-
thal effects of their ongoing failures to fully acknowl-
edge and atone for centuries of slavery and 

segregation, the new Norman Francis Parkway is an 
important beacon of hope. 

It is also a powerful reminder of the moral neces-
sity of historical truth telling and justice in the build-
ing of the beloved community. 

- - - 
Shannen Dee Williams is the Albert Lepage assis-

tant professor of history at Villanova University and 
author of the Catholic News Service column, "The 
Griot's Cross." She is completing her first book, Sub-
versive Habits: Black Catholic Nuns in the Long Afri-
can American Freedom Struggle. Follow her on 
Twitter at @Blknunhistorian.
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murder), homosexuality, lesbianism, so-called same-
sex marriage, and transgenderism are some of 
Satan's weapons with which he attacks the tradi-
tional family of child, mother, and father. This attack 
is also seen in the effort to enforce the use of gender-
neutral language including pronouns referring to 
familial relationships such as father, son, mother, or 
daughter. This was recently done in rules adopted by 
the U.S. House of Representatives. The family of 
child, mother, and father as a human likeness of the 
Trinity expands itself in love to other family 
members — sisters, brothers, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins and so on. In this way the human 
likeness of the Trinity reflects the love of the Holy 
Trinity which is given away continually to us and to 
all creation.   

Now is the time for husbands and wives, moth-
ers and fathers, along with their children, to take the 
lead in the fight against Satan and his fallen angels 
as they try to destroy the family, the human likeness 
of the Holy Trinity. This is a time when leading pub-
lic figures who claim to be Catholic are denying the 
basic moral truth in the teaching of the Catholic 
Church about the sanctity of life and about marriage 
and human sexuality. Moreover, when they deny 
these basic moral truths, they are also denying that 
God is a Trinity of Persons who is one God. By 
smearing the human likeness of the Trinity they are 
attacking the Holy Trinity and denying not only the 
truth of Catholic moral teaching but also the re-
vealed truth, the dogma, that God has revealed him-
self as Three Persons in One God and thereby 
revealed himself as Perfect Love as Two Persons 
love a Third Person together. As the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church teaches, "The mystery of the 
Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of the 
Christian faith and life. It is the mystery of God in 
himself. It is therefore the source of all the other 
mysteries of faith, the light that enlightens them. It is 
the most fundamental and essential teaching in the 
'hierarchy of the truths of faith.' The whole history of 
salvation is identical with the history of the way and 
the means by which the one true God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, reveals himself to men 'and recon-
ciles and unites with himself those who turn away 
from sin' " (#234).   

We are an anomaly in the Latin Rite of the Cath-
olic Church in that we are married priest and wife 
with children and grandchildren. Along with all 

Catholic families, we must plead with the bishops 
and priests to support us as we take the lead in this 
battle against Satan. We absolutely must have the 
sacraments and the strength that comes from them in 
order to lead in this battle. We must depend on the 
bishops and priests to be faithful in their sacramental 
service and truthful teaching and witness to us as we 
fight on the front lines of this war. We cannot wait 
for the bishops and priests to lead us in this fight. 
They have so much to do in keeping us fortified with 
the sacraments and sound Catholic teaching that we 
must occupy the front lines in this battle. We must 
ask bishops and priests not to render to Caesar the 
things that are God's (Mt 22:21, Mk 12:17, Lk 
20:25) and not to give the Eucharist to those public 
figures who deny Catholic truth. This refusal to give 
them the Eucharist is for the good of their souls and 
a necessary support for us who are committed to live 
our marriage and family lives by the truth of Catho-
lic dogma and moral teaching.   

This is an exciting time to be Catholic husbands 
and wives, moms and dads, children and grandpar-
ents in Catholic families. It is a great privilege and 
responsibility to be placed by God the Holy Trinity 
on the earth at a time like this. So, we thank God and 
take courage with the assurance that the Blessed 
Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, through the 
prayers of the Holy Family, will never fail us as we 
seek to do his will.   

In the Roman Missal, the opening collect in the 
Mass for the Family is a prayer that all families can 
pray together as part of their family prayer: 

O God, in whose eternal design 
family life has its firm foundation, 

look with compassion on the  
prayers of your servants 

and grant that, following the example 
of the Holy Family of your Only Begotten Son 

in practicing the virtues of family life 
and in the bonds of charity, 

we may, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
- - - 

Father Knick Knickerbocker is a retired priest of 
the Diocese of San Angelo, ordained under the Pas-
toral Provision which allows for the reception of 
married former Episcopalian priests into the Catho-
lic Church. He and his wife, Sandie, write a monthly 
column for the West Texas Angelus.
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commitment of supporting Holy Family Catholic Church. In 2011, 
the Knapp children created the Morgan and Gene Knapp Memorial 
Endowment Fund. Because this fund is an endowment, the original 
gift and subsequent gifts to the endowment are never spent. These 
gifts are invested, and the recipient of the endowment, in this case 
Holy Family Catholic Church, receives a certain amount of the inter-
est earned to continue its ministry. As the endowment grows, the 
amount benefitting Holy Family also grows, and the Knapp children 
can be assured that the gift will last in perpetuity as the principal 
amount is never touched.  

Karen and her siblings continue to support this endowment with 
yearly gifts. The family receives a yearly report on the endowment, 
explaining its growth and financial stability. According to Karen, 
these updates make her smile and, she imagines, also make her mom 
and dad smile, too. Recently I spoke with Karen over the phone 
about what motivates her and her siblings to continue their parents’ 
legacy in this way. “I think that they would be pleased with what we 
were able to do. Holy Family Catholic Church meant the world to 
them,” she said.  

The Morgan and Gene Knapp Memorial Endowment connects 
the memory of Morgan and Gene, their children, and Holy Family 
Catholic Church despite distance and the passing years. This endow-
ment and the memories surrounding its creation remain a source of 
connection between the Knapp children and the parish community 
they grew up in, though most no longer live in Abilene. How won-
derful that the gift created by Morgan and Gene’s children will bene-
fit Holy Family Catholic Church for years to come! How beautiful 
that the inspiration for this endowment, Morgan and Gene Knapp, 
will be remembered in our Foundation and at Holy Family for gen-
erations to come! I am grateful for Morgan and Gene’s story and 
Karen’s willingness to share it with me. I ask that we all remember 
Morgan and Gene Knapp and their family in our prayers. 

In many ways, the story of the Morgan and Gene Knapp Memo-
rial Endowment is THE story of philanthropy and charitable giving. 
Often, we give to organizations, our parishes, schools, ministries, 
and other worthy causes knowing that we may not be able to witness 
the fruits of our gift. Yet, we give because we know our gift is rooted 
in love that connects us to one another beyond space and time. Gifts 
of our time, talent, and treasure become a way to materialize the love 
and connection we have for a particular organization, parish, school, 
or ministry that has touched our lives. These generous gifts can out-
last our own lives, impact the lives of our children, and continue to 
grow, creating a lasting impact beyond our own temporal finitude. 

- - - 
What parishes, schools, ministries, or organizations in our dio-

cese have affected your life? How can you create a lasting connec-
tion between your family and these organizations through charitable 
giving? Please contact Mercedez Rassi to discuss the possibilities at 
325-651-7500 or mrassi@sanangelodiocese.org.

KNAPP 
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Al luchar por la claridad con un 
problema tan complejo, a veces puede 
ser bueno proceder por la Vía Negativa, 
esto es, preguntando primeramente qué 
deberíamos evitar hacer? ¿Qué no  debe-
ríamos hacer hoy? 

Primero, no deberíamos poner entre 
paréntesis la cortesía y legitimar el des-
doro y la demonización; pero tampoco 
deberíamos ser malsanamente pasivos, 
temerosos de que decir nuestra verdad 
contrariará a otros. No podemos descui-
dar la verdad y permitir que las mentiras 
e injusticias se hallen cómodas y no ex-
puestas. Es demasiado simple decir que 
hay buena gente en ambos lados para 
evitar tener que hacer verdaderas adjudi-
caciones ante la verdad. Hay gente 
sincera en ambos lados, pero la sinceri-
dad también puede estar muy mal diri-
gida. La mentira y la injusticia necesitan 
ser nombradas. Finalmente, debemos re-
sistir a la sutil tentación (casi imposible 
de resistir) de permitir que nuestra justi-
cia se transforme en autojusticia, una de 
las modalidades más divisorias del or-
gullo. 

¿Qué necesitamos hacer en nombre 
del amor? Fiódor Dostoyevski escribió 

la famosa frase de que el amor es una 
cosa dura y espantosa, y nuestra res-
puesta debería ser aceptar eso. El amor 
es duro, y esa dureza no es sólo el ma-
lestar que sentimos cuando nos confron-
tamos  con otros o nos encontramos 
confrontados por ellos. La dureza del 
amor se siente lo más agudamente en la 
(casi indigestible) autojusticia que tene-
mos que aguantar con el fin de levantar-
nos a un nivel superior de madurez 
donde podamos aceptar que Dios ama a 
los que nosotros odiamos justamente 
tanto como Dios nos ama a nosotros; y 
esos a quienes odiamos nosotros son 
precisamente tan preciosos e importantes 
a los ojos de Dios como lo somos noso-
tros. 

Una vez que aceptamos esto, en-
tonces podemos hablar a favor de la ver-
dad y la justicia.  Entonces la verdad 
puede hablar al poder, a la “verdad alter-
nativa” y a la negación de la verdad. Esa 
es la tarea. Las mentiras deben ser ex-
puestas, y esto debe ocurrir en nuestros 
debates políticos, en nuestras iglesias y 
en nuestras mesas del comedor. Esa ba-
talla nos  llamará algunas veces más allá 
de la amabilidad (lo que puede ser su 
propia gran batalla para las personas 
sensibles). Pero, aunque no siempre po-
damos ser amables, siempre podemos 
ser correctos y respetuosos. 

Una de nuestras figuras proféticas 
contemporáneas, Daniel Berrigan, a 
pesar de numerosos arrestos por desobe-
diencia civil, afirmó resueltamente que 
un profeta hace voto de amor, no de 
alienación. De aquí que, en todos nues-
tros intentos de defender la verdad, 
hablar a favor de la justicia y hablar la 
verdad al poder, nuestro tono dominante 
debe ser el del amor, no de ira ni de 
odio. Además, si estamos actuando con 
amor o con alienación, siempre será 
manifiesto, en nuestra cortesía o en au-
sencia de ella. Sin importar nuestra ira, 
el amor aún tiene algunos no-negocia-
bles, la cortesía y el respeto. Siempre 
que nos encontremos rebajándonos a in-
sultos de  adolescentes, podemos estar 
seguros de que hemos caído fuera del 
discipulado, fuera de la profecía y fuera 
de lo mejor que hay en nosotros. 

Finalmente, cómo responderemos a 
los tiempos continúa siendo una cosa 
profundamente personal. No todos noso-
tros somos llamados a hacer las mismas 
cosas. Dios ha dado a cada uno de noso-
tros dones únicos y única llamada; algu-
nos son llamados a la protesta llamativa, 
otros a la callada profecía. Sin embargo, 
todos somos llamados a preguntarnos la 
misma cuestión: dado lo que está suce-
diendo, ¿qué espera de mí el amor en 
este momento?

ROLHEISER 
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conciencia comunitario. 
Es en este momento en que las per-

sonas de fe y las instituciones religiosas 
deberían ejercer el liderazgo que se nece-
sita con urgencia. El desafío es que no 
podemos ir a nuestras iglesias como lo 
hacíamos, pues debemos adherirnos a re-
stricciones importantes que buscan con-
trolar la pandemia. Los esfuerzos de 
educación religiosa y apoyo espiritual, 
aun cuando se llevan a cabo con la ayuda 
de los medios digitales, andan a media 
máquina. 

Muchas personas de fe se encuentran 
heridas y desconcertadas. De hecho, mu-
chas están desilusionadas al observar que 
líderes religiosos de distintas tradiciones 
y persuasiones filosóficas prefieren poner 
preferencias políticas e ideológicas por 
encima de la verdad y del mensaje de 
amor que se encuentra el centro del 
Evangelio. Más preocupante todavía es el 
uso irresponsable del mensaje cristiano y 

cualquier nivel de reputación que nues-
tras instituciones religiosas puedan tener 
en esta sociedad para justificar lo injusti-
ficable. 

Pongamos todo esto junto: una pan-
demia que parece indomable, un am-
biente político caracterizado por 
divisiones, nuestras instituciones funda-
mentales bajo amenaza, el prejuicio ra-
cial rampante, la manipulación de la 
religión en favor de agendas ideológicas 
y otros desafíos. Ciertamente podemos 
entender por qué tantas personas en nues-
tra sociedad están cansadas. 

¿Qué podemos hace en medio de 
todo esto? Bueno, la promesa de un 
nuevo comienzo sigue allí. Cada crisis 
trae sus propias esperanzas y posibili-
dades. 

Como cristianos, creemos que la 
vida, el bien, el orden y el amor prev-
alecen sobre la muerte, el mal, el caos y 
el odio, respectivamente. Sabemos esto 
porque Dios habló decisivamente en Je-
sucristo, y en él se fundamenta nuestro 
sentido de esperanza. 

Las palabras de Jesús resuenan con 

fuerza: "Vengan a mí todos los que están 
afligidos y agobiados, y yo los aliviaré" 
(Mt 11:28). El año todavía es joven y 
tenemos que estar atentos a cualquier 
signo de esperanza frente a nosotros. Las 
pandemias vienen y van. Los regímenes 
políticos suben y caen. Los errores se 
pueden corregir. 

En medio del ambiente de cansancio 
que permea muchas de nuestras reali-
dades, los católicos tenemos que redoblar 
nuestros esfuerzos para ser verdaderas 
fuentes de luz en esta sociedad. Los desa-
fíos son grandes y complejos, y segura-
mente resistirán respuestas facilitas o 
simplistas. Pero tenemos que responder a 
ellos, y hacerlo con contundencia. 

Ya sea que como católicos estemos 
en la Casa Blanca o el Congreso, en igle-
sias o colegios, en oficinas o negocios, 
fábricas o sembrados, la privacidad de 
nuestros hogares o la vida pública, éste 
es un momento propicio para compartir 
la esperanza que nos inspira nuestra fe. 

- - - 
Ospino es profesor de teología y edu-

cación religiosa en Boston College.
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does much of today's technology prom-
ise? The same! That we can be omnis-
cient (Google) and omnipresent 
(Zoom). 

And yet, after spending hours a day 
using these powerful tools, we are ex-
hausted. Far from feeling like gods, we 
feel even less human. 

When my children are online with a 
glazed look in their eyes, I often ask, 

"What are you doing?" They tend to an-
swer in the flat zoned out tone of some-
one who is not fully present. "Playing a 
game." "Chatting with my friends." 
When I see them so engrossed in a 
screen, sometimes I too want to ask, 
"Where are you?" 

St. John Paul II called the internet 
the new "Areopagus," a new forum for 
human communication and culture. Ho-
wever, it's important to remember that 
the internet is not a place. It's not a su-
perhighway, it's not a community, it's a 
network of bits and servers that project 

images that fall desperately short of re-
ality. 

Tonight, reconnect to the real by 
clearing off the dining room table and 
sitting down with your family, your 
roommates or just yourself and God. 
Break bread, drink wine and give 
thanks for the spaces and places that 
God gives us to be fully human. 

- - - 
Robinson is director of communica-

tions and Catholic media studies at the 
University of Notre Dame McGrath In-
stitute for Church Life.
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Newest brother makes simple vows in Christoval

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Brother Gregory Mary of the Sorrowful Mother (prostrate in center) made his simple profession of vows at Mt. Carmel Hermitage in Christoval, Texas, on Jan. 30, 2021. Brother Gregory 
now enters a three-year period of discernment before, God willing, making his perpetual vows as a member of the Hermits of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Bishop Michael Sis, hermitage prior Father Fabian Maria of Jesus Crucified, and Brother 
Gregory Mary of the Sorrowful Mother at the Mass of simple profession of vows of Brother 
Gregory, Jan. 30, 2021, at Mt. Carmel Hermitage in Christoval.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Brother Gregory Mary of the Sorrowful Mother greeted friends and family who were in at-
tendance after the Mass in which he made his profession of vows.
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