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Bishop Michael Sis laid his hands on Kevin Lenius, ordaining the seminarian a transitional deacon for the Diocese of San Angelo during a Mass at Holy Family Church in  
Abilene, Aug. 1, 2020. See more photos from the ordination Mass, Page 24. Watch the Mass on the Diocese of San Angelo YouTube channel or Facebook.
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Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to cre-
ating and maintaining the safest pos-
sible environment for our children and 
vulnerable adults. If you or someone 
you know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and 
you need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help 
you. To report incidents, call Lori 
Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

325-374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese 
of San Angelo, Victim Assistance 
Ministry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, 
TX 76902. If the incident occurred 
outside this diocese, our Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator will assist in bring-
ing your concern to the attention of 
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep 
in mind that one always has the right 
to report abuse to civil authorities, and 
civil law requires that any abuse of a 
minor must be reported.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cual-
quier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y 
necesita un lugar para hablar con alguien 
sobre sus sentimientos de traición o he-
rido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayu-
darle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a 
Lori Hines, Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o es-

criba a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Minis-
terio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 
1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intér-
prete de español está disponible. Si el in-
cidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, 
nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupa-
ción a la atención de la diócesis cor-
respondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta 
que uno siempre tiene el derecho de re-
portar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y 
la ley civil requiere que cualquier abuso 
de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.

Finding hope through prison ministry

COURTESY

Mass in a men’s correctional facility, Oct. 10, 2016.

By Gloria Johns 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you wel-
comed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared 
for me, in prison and you visited me.’ 

 
Matthew 25: 35-36 

 
You could say that Deacon Mike Medina came to be 

the Director of the Criminal Justice Ministry for the San 
Angelo Catholic Diocese by way of Viet Nam. Follow-
ing a family life of love and faith under the guidance of 
his parents, Eloisa and Jose Medina, with his seven 
sisters and two brothers, Miguel (Mike) Medina was in-
ducted into the Army in April of 1968. After airborne 
training and marrying the love of his life, Lady Ann, on 
April 12, 1969, he reported to Fort Ord, a former Army 
military base located in Monterey, California. From 
there, Mike was deployed to Viet Nam. He relives the 
story of the path to his ministry in this way: 

“Before I was deployed, I was asked to go talk to 
one of the commanders. He told me that in view of the 
fact that I was not born in the United States, I did not 
have to go to Vietnam. I thought about it, and concluded 
that the United States, the country that offered me op-
portunities, and freedom, all was made possible by those 
who had already served and were serving. So I decided 
to serve my country in Vietnam in hopes that my chil-
dren would not have to serve in war.  

“I was processed into the country at Cam Ranh Bay. 
Then a helicopter flew me to my unit at North English, 
at Bong Son, north of An Khe. My whole life changed 

from this point in time.  
“My first mission was supposed to be non-contact. It 

did not turn out like it was planned. The mission was to 
go into a village and look for any VC’s (Viet Cong — 
enemy soldiers). There were none. We were leaving and 
going through rice paddies, when suddenly we were tak-
ing gunfire from the village we had just left. Everyone 
was shooting back, but not me. The sergeant training me 
told me to use my M-16 and return fire. I said no be-
cause there was nothing but women, children, and old 
people at the village. The squad leader threw his binocu-
lars at me so I could see who was shooting at us. As I 
looked, the squad leader was right. My upbringing and 
life values that I learned from my parents and society 
could not be practiced in a combat zone.  From that day 
on I felt like I had broken one of God’s commandments, 
‘Thou shall not kill.’ 

“I had a very bloody year the rest of my time in 
Vietnam. The devil had me believing that I would never 
enter the kingdom of God because I had taken a human’s 
life.” 

This was the beginning of Mike’s own mental, phys-
ical, and emotional imprisonment. The year he was dis-
charged, Mike weighed 147 pounds, down from 190 
pounds on the day he had left for Viet Nam. And he re-
turned to the states with PTSD, a drinking problem, and 
severe, life-threatening, and lingering health problems 
due to exposure to Agent Orange.  

“Then my dad passed on in 1987 and I couldn’t cry. 
I felt like a stone. My war experience had turned my 
heart of flesh into a heart of stone.” 

In the worst of his challenges, Father Alvin Wilde 
was Mike’s trusted spiritual advisor.  

“During my visits with Father Wilde, I shared all my 
war experiences that I never shared with anyone. In 
1988 he asked me to live a Cursillo at Coleman, Texas. 
He instructed me to make sure that I visited with the 
spiritual director and to share. 

“I shared all the war experiences, as ugly as they 
were, and how I couldn’t have love because I had a heart 
of stone. Then he told me something that is engraved in 
my heart: ‘Mike, you [were] involved in taking lives,  

 
See PRISON MINISTRY, Page 23 

Deacon Mike Medina COURTESY



Los catequistas están en el  
corazón de la Iglesia

As I look back over my life as a Catholic, I am deeply 
grateful for those people who have taught me the faith. 
My first teachers of faith were my beloved parents. They 
have always tried to pass on the gift of faith to their chil-
dren. 

Besides my parents, my life has been touched deeply 
by catechists who volunteered their time and energy to 
serve in the religious education and youth ministry pro-
grams at the parishes where I grew up. From these ded-
icated men and women, I received good example of what 
it means to love God and serve others. 

For example, when I was in the 5th grade, our CCD 
teacher was an energetic college student. She opened our 
eyes to the joy of a loving, personal relationship with 
God. When I was in the 11th grade, our CCD teacher was 
a joyful Franciscan sister who taught us about the major 
religions of the world and how they are different from or 
similar to our Catholic faith. In the 12th grade, our cate-
chists were a loving husband and wife who patiently 
helped our class to grapple honestly with the challenging 
issues of living a moral life. Throughout high school, our 
youth ministers gathered us together in experiences of 
service, prayer, and fellowship that formed me as a per-
son. 

Through generous volunteers like these, my faith 
grew deeper. I learned to appreciate the scriptures, the 
sacraments, and the liturgy. I learned how to live out the 
Commandments. I fell in love with Jesus Christ. My ex-
perience of the Church was nourished in an atmosphere 
of a loving, accepting community. I don’t know where I 
would be today if it were not for the faithful witness of 
those catechists. 

Today, we need more men and women to serve as cat-
echists and youth ministers in our parishes. This is a mo-

ment in human history that requires faithful and effective 
catechists to assist our youth and adults to deal with un-
precedented social and cultural challenges. We need some 
more of you to say “yes” to this special call. 

What is a catechist? It is a man or woman who hands 
on the faith tradition. The word comes from the Greek 
verb, katechein, which means “to echo.” It refers to pass-
ing on a message that has been given to us. Christian cat-
echesis is echoing, passing on a message we have already 
received from others. 

Catechesis is a holy vocation rooted in our baptism 
and confirmation. Central to the work of the catechist is 
the personal call to follow Jesus Christ and to be in per-
sonal relationship with him. He says, “Apart from me you 
can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). Christ is the teacher. “It is 
Christ alone who teaches — anyone else teaches to the 
extent that he is Christ’s spokesman, enabling Christ to 
teach with his lips” (Catechesi Tradendae, no. 6). 

The ministry of a catechist begins in the heart of the 
believer, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the 
Christian community, where we discover our deepest  

 
See BISHOP, Page 20 

Al recordar mi vida como católico, estoy profunda-
mente agradecido por las personas que me han enseñado 
la fe. Mis primeros maestros de fe fueron mis queridos 
padres. Siempre han tratado de transmitir el don de la fe a 
sus hijos. 

 Además de mis padres, mi vida ha sido profunda-
mente tocada por los catequistas que ofrecieron su tiempo 
y energía para servir en los programas de educación reli-
giosa y ministerio juvenil en las parroquias donde crecí. 
De estos hombres y mujeres dedicados, recibí un buen 
ejemplo de lo que significa amar a Dios y servir a los 
demás. 

Por ejemplo, cuando estaba en el grado 5, nuestra 
maestra de CCD era una estudiante universitaria muy 
energética. Ella abrió nuestros ojos a la alegría de una re-
lación amorosa y personal con Dios. Cuando estaba en el 
grado 11, nuestra maestra de CCD era una alegre her-
mana franciscana que nos enseñó acerca de las religiones 
principales del mundo y la forma en que son diferentes o 
similares a nuestra fe católica. En el grado 12, nuestros 
catequistas eran una pareja amorosa, un esposo y su es-
posa, que pacientemente ayudaron a nuestra clase para 
lidiar honestamente con los temas que desafían de vivir 
una vida moral. Durante la escuela secundaria, nuestros 
ministros juveniles nos reunieron en experiencias de ser-
vicio, oración, y compañerismo que me formaron como 
persona. 

A través de voluntarios generosos como estos, mi fe 
se hizo más profunda. Aprendí a apreciar las escrituras, 
los sacramentos, y la liturgia. Aprendí a vivir los manda-
mientos. Me enamoré con Jesucristo. Mi experiencia de 
la Iglesia se nutrió en una atmósfera de comunidad amo-
rosa y receptiva. No sé dónde estaría hoy si no fuera por 
el fiel testigo de esos catequistas. 

Hoy, necesitamos más hombres y mujeres para servir 

como catequistas y ministros juveniles en nuestras parro-
quias. Este es un momento en la historia humana que re-
quiere catequistas fieles y efectivos para ayudar a 
nuestros jóvenes y adultos a enfrentar desafíos sociales y 
culturales sin precedentes. Necesitamos que más de ust-
edes digan "sí" a esta llamada especial. 

¿Qué es un catequista? Es un hombre o una mujer 
quien transmite la tradición de la fe. La palabra proviene 
del verbo griego katechein, que significa “hacer eco”. Se 
refiere a transmitir un mensaje que se nos ha sido entre-
gado. La catequesis cristiana está resonando, trans-
mitiendo un mensaje que ya hemos recibido de otros. 

La catequesis es una vocación sagrada arraigada en 
nuestro bautismo y confirmación. Central para el trabajo 
del catequista es el llamado personal a seguir a Jesucristo 
y a tener una relación personal con él. Él dice: “Aparte de 
mí no puedes hacer nada” (Jn 15:5). Cristo es el maestro. 
“El único que enseña es Cristo, y cualquier otro lo hace 
en la medida en que es portavoz suyo, permitiendo que 
Cristo enseñe por su boca" (Catechesi Tradendae, no. 6). 

El ministerio de un catequista comienza en el corazón 
del creyente, bajo la guía del Espíritu Santo en la  

 
Mira OBISPO, Página 20 

Prayer to live the  
Gospel, be disciples

The Prayer Square
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From the Bishop’s Desk

Catechists are at the heart of the church

Bishop Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of  San Angelo

Obispo Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de San Ángelo

Loving Father, 
Open our hearts to hidden realities: 
     your love for all people, 
     your presence in the community, 
     your call to justice and peace. 
May the sacraments stir in us 
that same love for those with whom we worship 
and all members of our human family. 
 
Christ Jesus, 
Help us to imitate your example: 
     healing the sick, 
     welcoming the stranger, 
     assisting the poor and vulnerable. 
May the sacraments remind us 
of your love and self-giving, 
which we strive to imitate. 
 
Holy Spirit, 
Make visible to our eyes what is invisible: 
     your call to your people, 
     your summons to live our faith daily 
     as witnesses of justice and peace. 
May the sacraments move us 
to engage in love-inspired action 
that transforms us and the world. 
 
Amen 
 
From Sacraments and Social Mission: Living the 
Gospel, Being Disciples, United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, 2011

Oración para vivir el 
evangelio, ser discipulos

Espacio de Oración

Padre amoroso, 
Abre nuestros corazones a las realidades ocultas: 
     tu amor por todas las personas 
     tu presencia en la comunidad 
     tu llamado a la justicia y la paz. 
Que los sacramentos susciten en nosotros 
ese mismo amor por aquellos con quienes nos reuni-
mos a adorarte y por todos los miembros  
de nuestra familia humana. 
 
Cristo Jesús, 
Ayúdanos a imitar tu ejemplo: 
     sanar a los enfermos 
     acoger al extranjero 
     ayudar a los pobres y vulnerables. 
Que los sacramentos nos recuerden 
de tu amor y tu entrega 
que nos esforzamos por imitar. 
 
Espíritu Santo, 
Haz visible a nuestros ojos lo que es invisible: 
     tu llamado a tu pueblo 
     tu exhortación a vivir nuestra fe todos los días 
     como testigos de la justicia y la paz. 
Que los sacramentos nos muevan 
a participar en acciones inspiradas en el amor y 
que nos transformen a nosotros y al mundo. 
 
Amén. 
 
Extraído de Los sacramentos y la misión social: Vivir 
el evangelio, ser discípulos, Conferencia de Obispos 
Católicos de los Estados Unidos, 2011
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CALENDARS

August 2020 
 

1 ABILENE, Holy Family, Diaconal ordination of Kevin 

Lenius at 10:30 a.m. 

3–5 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Semi-

narian Summer Gathering 

4 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, 30th Anniversary Mass of 

Rev. Michael Rodriguez at 6:00 p.m. 

5 SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 

p.m. 

9 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Mass to open new 

school year at Holy Cross Catholic High School at 5:00 

p.m. 

10 GARDEN CITY, St. Lawrence, Dedication Mass for 

renovated church and new altar at 5:00 p.m. 

11 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Early Ministry meeting for pastors 

and parochial vicars at 10:00 a.m. 

13 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Charitable Foundation board 

meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

14 ABILENE, Holy Family, Confirmation Mass at 7:00 p.m. 

15 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Cursillo leadership meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

16 GARDEN CITY, St. Lawrence, Confirmation Mass at 

10:30 a.m. 

18 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Pro-Life leadership meeting at 4:00 p.m. 

21 BEAUMONT, Ordination of Bishop David Toups at 2:00 

p.m. 

27 COYANOSA, Mandujano Brothers Produce Co., Rural 

Life Mass at 6:00 p.m. 

29 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Diocesan Schools Commission 

meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

30 STANTON, St. Joseph, Mass of Installation of Pastor, 

Rev. Michael Rodriguez at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

September 2020 

 

1 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 

4–6 NUEVO LAREDO, Tex-Mex Border Bishops meeting 

7–11 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Annual 

Priests’ Retreat 

10 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Chrism Mass 

at 6:30 p.m. 

12 SAN ANGELO, McNease Convention Center, Catholic 

Women’s Conference Mass 

17 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Charitable Foundation board meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

19 BIG SPRING, Holy Trinity, Diocesan Deacon Council 

meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

19 SWEETWATER, Holy Spirit, Confirmation Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 

21–24 CHICAGO, Mission Bishops’ Conference 

27 McCAMEY, Sacred Heart, Confirmation Mass at 11:00 

a.m. 

27 CRANE, Good Shepherd, Confirmation Mass at 3:00 

p.m. 

28 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pastoral 

Plan Implementation Committee meeting at 10:00 a.m.

August 
 
7 Rev. Andrew DeMuth (1969) 

10 Rev. Michael Barbarossa,OFM (1981) 

12 Rev. Ted McNulty (2006)  

14 Rev. Bernard Binversie (1992) 

15 Rev. Sam Homsey, CPPS (2004)  

19 Rev. Msgr. Arnold A. Boeding (1989) 

21 Deacon William Callan (1988) 

21 Deacon Encinencio Samaniego (2008) 

22 Rev. Charles Larue (2005) 

23 Rev. Raymond Gallagher (2010) 

23 Deacon Eufracio Hernandez (1998) 

23 Rev. Charles A. Knapp (1978)  

28 Deacon Mario Calderón (1998) 

29 Rev. Msgr. Francis X. Frey (2014)  

September 

 

1 Rev. James Delaney, OMI (2007) 

2 Rev. Hilarin Lapinski (1994) 

4 Rev. John Busch, OMI (2003) 

5 Deacon Jesus Mercado (2009) 

6 Rev. Vincent Daugintis (1990) 

10 Rev. James Franchi (1969) 

10 Rev. Leo St. John, OMI (1976) 

15 Rev. Peter Vergauwen (2003)  

23 Rev. Herman Valladares (1997)  

25 Rev. William Lensing (1978) 

26 Rev. William Cadigan, MSC (1971) 

28 Deacon Paul Ramos (1990) 

30 Deacon Reinaldo (Ray) Ramirez (2017)

Bishop’s Calendar
Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo,  

for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

 

325-651-7500 

lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Necrology of Priests and Deacons 
Please pray for our departed clergy

“I PRAISE YOU, FOR I AM WON-
DERFULLY MADE … YOU KNIT ME 

IN MY MOTHER’S WOMB”  
Ps 139 

 
As followers of Christ the answer 

to both questions is a resounding, clear 
— yes! For us all life, unborn and 
born, at every stage of life, is sacred 
and precious. And every person, black, 
brown, white, of whatever race, creed, 
social condition, religion, matters 
greatly because as we hear in the 
Bible’s first book, human beings are 
made in the very image and likeness of 
God. 

Scripture also in many other pas-
sages affirms that the wonderful divine 
images begin at conception in a 
mother’s womb and are true human be-
ings. Then St. Paul, in Corinthians 
6:19, stresses the great reverence and 
respect for each member of the body of 
Christ, joyfully telling, “do you not 
know that your body is a Temple of the 
Holy Spirit?” What an outstanding 
privilege. 

The profound words of the Holy 
Spirit provide us with the greatest in-
spiration and compelling reason to 
never hurt the body of a fellow human, 
and to never kill a person. Our belief 
about the unborn has been confirmed 
by biology, other sciences, and medical 
research that human beings begin at 
the first moment of conception. This 
human life — each and every person 
— has then been given greater value as 
it has been redeemed by the blood of 
Christ on the cross and his resurrec-
tion. Paul again reminds us, “for you 
have been purchased at a great price.” 

The question of whether black 

lives matter, and all human life, has 
been brought to the forefront by the 
terrible death of the Temple of the 
Holy Spirit George Floyd by police 
brutality and surfaced the terrible evil 
of racism which is still present in our 
society. The racism that predicated the 
murder and the resulting hatred and vi-
olence are rooted in a distortion of the 
human person, of the human heart. 
Black Lives Matters focuses our atten-
tion on the sad fact that racism and 
segregation continue to degrade the 
God given dignity and respect of each 
person, of a Temple of the Holy Spirit, 
simply because of being black. Racism 
is basically a spiritual issue that 
touches the depth of the human heart. 
Sadly, racism is still present in our 
country, and throughout the world and 
lurking even in the church. It is pre-
cisely our Christian faith that offers the 
remedy to sin’s ugly fruits. While the 
social, political, economic and other 
dimensions of racism must be ad-
dressed, the starting point is the human 
heart. The moral evil of racism is 

rooted in the heart and Jesus tells us 
from the heart flows hatred, anger, rash 
judgements, negative attitudes that af-
fect our lives, prejudices, and cruel ac-
tions. This is a moment with Christ for 
each to look into our hearts, to ex-
amine honestly and sincerely any areas 
of our lives afflicted by racial injustice 
that do not correspond with Christ’s 
call to love one another as sisters and 
brothers. For this to happen we ur-
gently need individually and as a com-
munity a deep conversion of heart, a 
spiritual/moral heart transplant, that 
God describes for us in the prophet 
Ezekiel, “I will give you a new heart, 
and a new spirit I will put within you. I 
will remove the heart of stone from 
your flesh and give you a heart of 
flesh” (Ez 36:26). This heart Jesus 
wants to feed and fill with his body 
and love in the Eucharist. We need to 
let in the piercing light of the Holy 
Spirit to see our hearts as God sees 
them. All change begins in the heart,  

 
See LIVES, Page 5 

Do black lives matter? Does all human life matter — born and unborn?

Bishop  
Emeritus  

Michael D. 
Pfeifer 

 
Diocese of  San 

Angelo
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and then we can truly change all the 
other evil dimensions of racism and 
segregation. Our Muslim sisters and 
brothers in the Quran sura 13 remind 
us that God does not change the con-
dition of a people unless they change 
the condition that is within their hearts. 
Any programs or plans to overcome 
the evil of racism must have a strong 
spiritual foundation. Healthy, Christ-
like heart formation begins in the 
home, parents with children, and con-
tinues in our churches and in our 
schools, especially in our Catholic 
Schools. 

This is a moment to establish in 
our churches, and at an ecumenical 
level, faith sharing and prayer groups 
based on the word of God, pleading for 
the light, the love, the wisdom and 
knowledge of the Holy Spirit to eradi-
cate this destructive evil from our 
hearts and all areas of our lives. The 
evil of racism and segregation has been 
condemned by Pope Francis and all 
Catholic bishops, and they are calling 
all to respect the divine value of all 
human life from its very beginning 
until its natural end as determined by 
God and remind us of the divine appre-
ciation of the value and esteem we 
mere humans of all colors have in the 
eyes of God. Each is a special Temple 
of the Holy Spirit. This is an important 
opportunity for all people on planet 
Earth to address the scourge of racism 
with its many faces and forms, and to 
also sincerely examine our conscience 
and to seek God’s forgiveness and 
mercy where we have let racism into 
our lives and to challenge and confront 
any form of bigotry, such as anti-Semi-
tism, and then to promote love and har-
mony in humankind in the midst of 
diversity — and to love every person 
as Christ commands us. As followers 
of Jesus we recognize that racism is 
basically an evil of the heart. 

This is the time for prayer and dia-
logue in church and community groups 
with all people of whatever color, to 
discuss this basic human issue and 
create a new appreciation for each one 
regardless of one’s color, ethnic back-
ground or creed. These are challenging 
times and the best way to navigate 
them is with prayer and through real, 
honest conversation. We need to talk 
through policies, argue about proce-
dures, look at them through the lens of 
Scripture and the social teaching of our 
church. We need to address the root 
causes of structured racism, including 
economic inequalities for African 
Americans and Hispanic workers, 
especially for women, and criminal 
justice reform and environmental jus-
tice to dismantle unjust systems and 
structures. Action is needed by corpo-
rations and governments to confront 
racism in an economy that chokes off 
economic mobility and career opportu-
nities. 

With our police officers we need 
more national and local official meet-
ings and “neighborhood nights out” to 
bring together the law officers for so-
cial, community sharing and eating to-

gether. These neighborhood gatherings 
cultivate relationships, deepen trust, 
and affirm that the vast majority of of-
ficers are dedicated to serve and seek 
the common good and promote justice 
bringing about peace. This sharing en-
courages all of us to pray for our law 
enforcement people, who literally put 
their lives on the line every day. Also, 
we need open and sincere community 
sharing with civil authorities and po-
lice to address the issue of force and 
brutality and encourage federal and 
local authorities to better train law en-
forcement officers not only in the use 
of force, but also in patterns of dis-
crimination and prejudice. 

This tragic, sorrowful movement in 
human history is also a divine given 
moment to use the grace God is offer-
ing us, to all humanity, reminding us to 
respect and work together as we all 
have the same divine origin and des-
tiny. It is also a spiritual reminder for 
all of us, of all colors, races, and reli-
gions, as one human community to 
also address the marvelous truth that 
we all have the same heavenly Father 
who has an immense love for each and 
all, and to join together as sisters and 
brothers of Christ on life’s journey 
with new respect and love to proclaim 
the sacredness of all human life at 
every stage of life with its issues, be-
ginning with the precious unborn and 
until natural death as determined by 
God. This should motivate us to love 
one another as brothers and sisters as 
Christ commands us. With this divine 
love and inspiration, there is no ob-
stacle we can’t overcome. Dr. King re-
minds us that we are in same boat of 
life and there is room for all, especially 
for the tiny weak unborn persons. 

Several times in recent weeks I 
have written Black Lives Matter af-
firming their efforts to condemn rac-
ism, the terrible death of George 
Floyd, and police brutality, and to re-
spect the dignity of black lives and to 
remove symbols and signs that pro-
mote racism. I have also asked over 
and over for this movement to include 
the precious unborn Temples of the 
Holy Spirit, black babies, and all un-
born little ones by adding to this move-
ment — ALL Black Lives Matter. As I 
mentioned earlier, in God’s eyes, and 
confirmed by our human biology, all 
the unborn are true human beings. The 
terrible evil of abortion kills a precious 
child of God and a tiny person, a Tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit. As a Catholic 
Church we have and want to cooperate 
with Black Lives Matter to overcome 
the terrible evil of racism and segre-
gation. But we sincerely point out 
there are basic issues in the Black 
Lives Matter manifesto that clearly 
stand in opposition to the teaching of 
our church. Black Catholic Cardinal 
Wilfred Napier, later in this article, 
will clarify what these issues are. I was 
discouraged that I never received a 
reply about these concerns. We 
strongly state that abortion kills a pre-
cious child of God — a tiny person — 
and we as a church choose life for both 
mother and child. 

Thankfully, good courageous and 
caring black leaders plead for this 
movement to include the unborn 

people, our little sisters and brothers, 
true image of the divine likeness, and 
protest abortion — especially by 
Planned Parenthood, the biggest sup-
plier of abortion in the USA. From 
these leaders I have learned of the con-
nection of this movement to Planned 
Parenthood whose founder Margaret 
Sanger professed that blacks are “infe-
rior in the human race.” 

Alveda King, the niece of the great 
civil rights leader Dr. King, quotes her 
uncle: “We may have all come on dif-
ferent ships but we’re all in the same 
boat now” of life. Sadly, in the boat of 
life the Black Lives Matter movement 
does not allow the vulnerable precious 
Temples of unborn, letting them 
“drown” in the brutal sea of abortion. 
In the eyes of our heavenly Father and 
Creator, the precious life of each un-
born child, a little image of God and 
Temple of the Holy Spirit in the womb 
torn apart in abortion, has as much 
eternal value and dignity as the life of 
the Temple of the Holy Spirit of dear 
George Floyd who was brutally killed. 
Alveda, in her Fourth of July message, 
asked all Americans, “Can we dare to 
celebrate the aspirations that as Ameri-
can people we can live together, 
prosper together, and grow in liberty 
and justice? Admittedly, those aspira-
tions for our nation have yet to encom-
pass the rights of all Americans; 
especially those in the womb, those 
oppressed by the yolk of racism and 
other human barriers. … Hope is still 
alive. We are not colorblind.”  

More recently, Alveda affirms, “I 
am continuing my family legacy of 
justice, on behalf of the soul of our na-
tion by battling the horrors of abor-
tion.” Alveda continues, “I have 
teamed with some of the biggest stars 
in Hollywood, Ion Voight, Stacey 
Dash, Steve Guttenberg, to produce a 
movie about the real story of Roe v 
Wade.” She adds, “abortion in America 
is true genocide. Since I have an-
nounced that I was producing a movie 
on the history of Roe v Wade, enemies 
have done everything possible to block 
our productions.” She asks all of us for 
assistance and support. The largest 
number of killed black Americans is 
not by police violence, but by abortion. 

Alveda has expressed sorrow at the 
61 million unborn babies who have 
been aborted, including 20 million un-
born black babies since Roe v Wade in 
1973. Alveda continues, “In New York 
City, more black babies are aborted 
than born … it is not racist to point out 
this truth. It is racist to perpetuate this 
genocide.” Census data indicates that 
African Americans are about 13 per-
cent of the U.S. population, but they 
have nearly 40 percent of all abortions. 
And Planned Parenthood’s abortion 
business kills 247 black babies in abor-
tions every day. 

Planned Parenthood is not helping 
black families but targeting them, and 
this racist attitude goes back to its 
founder Margaret Sanger. A well- 
known eugenicist, Sanger wrote and 
spoke frequently about how she be-
lieved certain groups of human beings 
were less valuable. She targeted 
blacks, referring to them as “weeds,” 
human beings who should never be 

born. She wrote in a letter, “we do not 
want word to go out that we want to 
exterminate the Negro population.” 
Sanger was invited and spoke at a 
gathering of the Klan. In view of this, 
many say the Black Lives Matter 
movement is hypocritical to say Black 
Lives Matter and also support abortion, 
the major killer of black unborn per-
sons. Black Lives Matter wants signs 
and symbols of racism to be removed. 
They should first insist that the statue 
of racist Margaret Sanger, the founder 
of Planned Parenthood, be removed 
from the Smithsonian museum and 
other places. Recently U.S. Congress-
man Russ Fulcher of Idaho expressed 
his concern that “an avid racist and eu-
genicist [Sanger] is featured so promi-
nently in the museum.” Recently, 
scores of employees of Planned Parent-
hood in the New York area accused it 
of “systematic racism,” abusive behav-
ior, and financial malfeasance. 

Ryan Bomberger, a black pro-life 
speaker and author, and co-founder of 
the Radiance Foundation, tells listeners 
about Black Lives Matter: “I see a 
movement that is not moving us in the 
right direction. … I see it as a destruc-
tive secular movement that is hostile to 
Christianity. … It is about segregation 
… the Black Lives movement creates 
more segregation and racial division 
while supporting the worst racial injus-
tice, the abortion industry’s targeting 
black women.” 

Black pastor Rev. Johnny Hunter, 
leader at the life education and re-
source network for years, has been 
pleading for the black community to 
speak out against the “lynching” of un-
born babies in the womb. Hunter con-
tinues, “brothers and sisters, it is time 
for us to go to the streets on this issue 
… if we look the other way, while our 
smallest brothers and sisters are being 
lynched in the womb, we lose the right 
to be outraged that we were once 
lynched by the Klan.” 

Black Catholic Cardinal, Wilfrid 
Fox Napier, the Archbishop of Durban, 
South Africa, states, “Black Lives 
Matter doesn’t care about black babies 
killed in abortion.” Cardinal Napier 
has said the movement has been “hi-
jacked” by radical political groups that 
do not really care about all black lives. 
The cardinal continues, “A brief study 
of the founding statement of ‘Black 
Lives Matter’ indicates the movement 
is being hijacked by the interests and 
parties committed to dismantling the 
very values, structure, and institutions 
which have over the centuries under-
gird the best civilizations and cul-
tures.” The cardinal added, “Another 
crucial test of the authenticity of the 
Black Lives Matter movement will be 
its stance vis-à-vis Planned Parenthood 
and the abortion industry.” The Black 
Lives Matter movement began because 
people believe black Americans are 
being unfairly targeted and abused by 
the police. But today the organization 
is a radical, pro-abortion political 
group that pushes anti-life, anti-black 
and anti-family policies, including 
abortion on demand. Today, people are 
rioting and protesting in the streets to  
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What does the Catholic Church teach about nuclear weapons?
On Aug. 6 and 9 the world will observe the 75th an-

niversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. The 75th anniversary raises the question: What 
does the church teach about nuclear weapons? 

Two popes have visited Hiroshima and Nagasaki to 
highlight the dangers of nuclear war and to mourn its 
victims. St. John Paul II made the first papal visit in 
1981. Last November, Pope Francis made the second. 

Since the 1945 bombings, popes have addressed and 
developed the teaching on nuclear weapons in consistent 
and increasingly urgent ways. The bishops of the United 
States have amplified and applied this teaching. 

So what does the church teach about nuclear 
weapons? Its teaching is anchored in a concern to protect 
human life, an acknowledgment that peace is ultimately 
built on justice and a need to place strict moral limits on 
the use of force. 

Any use of force must be proportional and discrim-
inating. Force must not cause evils greater than what it 
aims to achieve. Force must discriminate between com-
batants and civilians. 

In 1954, Pope Pius XII argued that "every possible 
effort must be made to avert (atomic warfare) through 
international agreement." 

He condemned "the pure and simple annihilation of 
all human life within the radius of action." Pope Pius 
made the moral argument that the use of force must be 
limited to "self-defense" within "rigid limitations." 

St. John XXIII built upon this teaching in his 1963 
encyclical letter, "Peace on Earth": "The stockpiles of ar-
maments which have been built up in various countries 
must be reduced all round and simultaneously by the 
parties concerned. Nuclear weapons must be banned." 

The Second Vatican Council was equally clear that 
"any act of war aimed indiscriminately at the destruction 
of entire cities ... is a crime against God and man him-
self." The council maintained that the arms race "is not a 
safe way to preserve a steady peace." 

Instead of eliminating the "causes of war," the arms 
race aggravates them. "Extravagant sums" are spent on 

weapons and not on the underlying causes of conflict 
and the "multiple miseries" afflicting humanity. 

St. Paul VI called "development, the new name for 
peace" in his 1967 encyclical letter, "On the Devel-
opment of Peoples": "For peace is not simply the ab-
sence of warfare, based on a precarious balance of 
power; it is fashioned by efforts directed day after day 
toward the establishment of ... a more perfect form of 
justice." 

Pope Paul also inaugurated the annual World Day of 
Peace (Jan. 1) in 1968. In the first papal Peace Day mes-
sage, he decried "frightful weapons of extermination" 
and the expenditure of "enormous financial" resources 
that "hinder(s) the development of so many other 
peoples." 

Addressing diplomats in 2003, St. John Paul II was 
emphatic. "'NO TO WAR!' War is not always inevitable. 
It is always a defeat for humanity." He singled out "those 
who still place their trust in nuclear weapons." 

Pope Benedict XVI in 2006 starkly warned "those 
governments which count on nuclear arms as a means of 
ensuring the security of their countries." He called their 
viewpoint "completely fallacious." "In a nuclear war 
there would be no victors, only victims," he added. 

Pope Francis has frequently addressed the moral and 
life-threatening dangers of nuclear weapons. In a mes-
sage to the 2014 Vienna Conference on the Humanitarian 
Impact of Nuclear Weapons, he wrote: "Nuclear deter-
rence and the threat of mutually assured destruction can-

not be the basis for … peaceful coexistence among 
peoples and states." He decried how expenditures "on 
nuclear weapons squanders the wealth of nations." 

The U.S. bishops have issued two pastoral letters on 
the issue, "The Challenge of Peace" (1983) and "The 
Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace" (1993). In the first, 
they called upon the whole world to "say 'no' to nuclear 
conflict; 'no' to weapons of mass destruction; 'no' to an 
arms race which robs the poor and the vulnerable." 

In the second, they asserted: "The eventual elimi-
nation of nuclear weapons is more than a moral ideal; it 
should be a policy goal." 

What about the role of "nuclear deterrence”? In 
1983, the U.S. bishops echoed the 1982 judgment of St. 
John Paul: "In current conditions 'deterrence' based on 
balance, certainly not as an end in itself but as a step on 
the way toward a progressive disarmament, may still be 
judged morally acceptable." 

Decades later, the church has reexamined "current 
conditions." Nuclear deterrence has not led to "progres-
sive disarmament" and a global nuclear ban. In fact, the 
nuclear powers are investing heavily in modernizing nu-
clear arsenals. 

Given these conditions, in Hiroshima, Pope Francis 
declared: "The use of atomic energy for purposes of war 
is immoral, just as the possessing of nuclear weapons is 
immoral." Earlier this year, the U.S. bishops' Inter-
national Justice and Peace Committee highlighted the ef-
forts of Pope Francis and reaffirmed the longstanding 
"moral obligation to recommit to the work of ridding the 
world of nuclear weapons." 

The church's teaching is clear and compelling. World 
leaders should work for a mutual, verifiable ban on nu-
clear weapons and instead invest in peace. 

- - - 
Stephen M. Colecchi retired as director of the Office 

of International Justice and Peace of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops in 2018. He currently serves as 
an independent consultant on Catholic social teaching 
and international issues of concern to the church.

Stephen M. Colecchi 
Catholic News Service 
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The church on nuclear abolition
This coming August marks not only the 75th anni-

versary of the end of World War II but also of the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. From the very be-
ginning, nuclear weapons have been controversial. 

Controversy swirls around them again, as the nine 
nuclear-armed powers engage in a new arms race under 
the name of "modernization," and as the United States 
and the Russian Federation have abandoned the treaties 
that for decades had regulated their deployment in the 
name of deterrence. 

One question facing defense experts and arms con-
trollers is whether in today's geostrategic conditions the 
world can any longer trust in the kind of conventional 
arms control used since the 1960s to deter nuclear war, 
or whether the more reasonable thing is to aim directly at 
the elimination of nuclear arsenals. 

For, as President John F. Kennedy said in 1963, not 
long after the Cuban missile crisis, nuclear disarmament 
is "the necessary rational end of rational men." 

That same spring St. John XXIII declared in the en-
cyclical "Pacem in Terris" that "nuclear weapons must be 
banned." The goal of negotiation, he argued, ought to be 
"ultimately to abolish them entirely." 

Two years later the Second Vatican Council, after 
noting how "the horror and perversity of war is im-
mensely magnified by the addition of scientific 
weapons," solemnly declared, "Any act of war aimed in-
discriminately at the destruction of entire cities of exten-
sive areas along with their population is a crime against 
God and man himself. It merits unequivocal and unhesi-
tating condemnation." 

At the height of the Cold War, however, first St. John 

Paul II and then the U.S. Catholic bishops in their 1983 
pastoral "The Challenge of Peace" allowed for a strictly 
conditioned acceptance of nuclear weapons for deter-
rence purposes only. 

Earlier, however, St. John Paul on a visit to Japan 
had urged "that we will tirelessly strive for disarmament 
and the abolition of all nuclear arms." 

Thus, for 60 years the church's view has been that 
abolition of nuclear weapons should be the goal of inter-
national nuclear policy. 

In the years following the collapse of communism in 
Eastern Europe in 1989, it appeared that the policy of de-
terrence could continue be justified because, as the 
"Challenge of Peace" had prescribed, there was signifi-
cant progress toward disarmament. 

But, since the early 2000s that progress has stalled. 
The other strict conditions identified by the bishops have 
not been met. Arsenals, though reduced by 85%, re-
mained far in excess of the minimal levels required for 
deterrence. 

More important, the nuclear postures of both Russia 

and the U.S. contemplate the use of nuclear weapons 
against a variety of nonnuclear targets: chemical 
weapons, terrorism and even to avoid defeat in a conven-
tional war. The firewall between nuclear and conven-
tional forces, so central to the morality of nuclear 
weapons, had completely collapsed. 

For those who cared about such things nuclear 
weapons were losing their legitimacy. For a number of 
years Vatican diplomats decried deterrence as "the chief 
obstacle" to negotiating the elimination of nuclear 
weapons. 

Then, in 2017, Pope Francis "condemned" the use, 
the threat to use and the very possession of nuclear 
weapons, thereby proscribing deterrence. 

The papal condemnation followed the adoption by a 
U.N. conference in July that year of the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. In September 2017, the 
Holy See signed and ratified the treaty. 

The condemnation of deterrence is the clear teaching 
of Pope Francis in line with the teaching of his predeces-
sors. He has publicly reiterated the condemnation several 
times, most recently on his visit to Hiroshima and Naga-
saki last November. The 75th anniversary is time for 
American Catholics to make it their own. 

- - - 
Jesuit Father Drew Christiansen is distinguished 

professor of ethics and human development at George-
town University and a senior fellow with the Berkley 
Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs. He was a 
member of the Holy See delegation to the U.N. confer-
ence that negotiated the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nu-
clear Weapons.

Father Drew  
Christiansen, SJ 
Catholic News Service 
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By Tom Burke 
 

Recently, a dear friend asked, "What 
have you learned about yourself during 
the COVID-19 outbreak?" I fumbled with 
my response. Here is what I should have 
replied. 

An old priest led a retreat in a Trap-
pist monastery in Belgium. What he said 
in a single story has influenced my prayer 
life to this day. Because my spirituality 
has always centered on images, when he 
shared an image of each of us possessing 
a sacred cup, my interest piqued and my 
spirituality took flight. 

He told us that this cup is our own 
unique vessel, gifted to us from God. It 
might be the size of a thimble, a Dixie 
cup, a stem of Waterford crystal, or some-
thing else. During our lifetime, he said, 
we will find that our sacred cup will 
sometimes become empty; hence, we be-
come empty … alone and frightened for 
reasons indescribable. 

To prevent that emptiness, I am chal-
lenged during the COVID-19 outbreak to 
revisit my sacred cup. But, how?   

The priest stated that the first step is 
to quiet yourself, entering more and more 
fully into the presence of God. No recita-
tion of prayers, no distracting background 
noises … simply quiet yourself. Then, ask 
God to help you discover your sacred 
cup. The priest cautioned us to be patient 
with ourselves, giving self-permission to 
enter and reenter into prayer on several 

occasions. Each time you become aware 
that you are in the presence of God, re-
peat your request to God for guidance and 
discovery. The old priest assured us, 
"With patience and tenacity, you will find 
your sacred cup."  

Once found, push aside any tendency 
to misjudge it. Recall that God bestowed 
it upon you. Simply be grateful for the 
gift.   

Next, use your senses. Using imagi-
nation, let your fingers feel the cup … 
size, texture, height, weight, etc. Is your 
vessel constructed of stone, wood, glass, 
silver, gold? Imagination is a gift from 
God and it comes in handy in spiritual ex-
ercises. Let God guide your images. If 
you are more of a visual person, let your 
sense of sight behold your sacred cup. 
Whether you are more tactile or visual, 
note where the mouth of your cup is lo-
cated. (When I first discovered God's ves-
sel deep within, I could not help but 
notice that it was laying on its side amidst 
some rubbish in my life.) 

"Now that you have located it," the 
priest said, "ask our Lord to help you to 
cleanse it, for it is befitting to cleanse that 
which God has created." This cleansing 
will require more visits with our Lord in 
quiet prayer. When I first found my 
sacred cup, it looked dingy and in need of 
polishing. With each prayerful visit, I 
kept in mind the joy I had in discovering 
that which I had misplaced. Naturally, al-
most instinctively and without measuring 

the cost, I promised God that I would re-
turn to this sacred spot to polish and re-
store my vessel, bringing out the natural 
beauty that God fashioned. An oddity oc-
curred, however, when I returned to this 
sacred spot in my quiet prayer. I found 
myself both surprised and startled. My 
vessel was set apart from the rubbish and 
standing upright. Furthermore, it ap-
peared to be cleaner than when I saw it 
last. I noticed that a portion of it was pol-
ished. With each new prayerful visitation, 
I surmised that I had a secret helper. Each 
time I returned to that sacred spot deep 
within, my vessel transformed into some-
thing more than magnificent. 

Over the course of my visitations, I 
began to notice that water was beginning 
to accumulate in the bottom of my cup. 
At first, I thought nothing of it, pouring it 
out and wiping it away. Yet, as the days 
passed, I kept noticing more accumula-
tion of water. Instinctively, I stopped pro-
testing, viewing it as a new gift from 
God. (With time and through God's pa-
tience with me, I came to understand that 
this water is a symbol of God's living 
water that I received in baptism. Read 
John 4:1-15.) 

I learned more about God through my 
prayerful experiences with my sacred cup 
over the years since that retreat. I have 
come to learn that you and I are born into 
this world with a cup that is half-full. 
Some of us become needy at times, seek-
ing to fill our cup with God's holy water 

from others. Some of us, through negli-
gence on our part, misplace our sacred 
cup. All too often, we leave our sacred 
vessels on their sides, just as I had done. 
At other times, we become reckless with 
the holy water. Take, for instance, our 
common foible of false humility. Let us 
say that someone passes us by and de-
posits a drop or two of their holy water 
into our cup by complimenting us, saying 
things like, "You are a kind and gentle 
person." We reply guardedly, "Thank you, 
but I'm really not that kind or gentle!" It 
is as though we take their generous and 
sacred gift and, with a quick jerk of our 
elbow, toss their gift of holy water over 
our shoulder or, God forbid, back into 
that person's face. Sadly, with thoughtless 
reaction, we empty our cup repeatedly. 

"What have you learned about your-
self during the COVID-19 outbreak?" An-
swer: I have my sacred cup and I visit 
with God in that sacred spot more regu-
larly. My cup is still about half-full.   

Oh! There is one thing that I have 
come to appreciate about my sacred cup 
… it has artesian wells that maintain my 
cup at about half-full. On those special 
occasions when I share and receive holy 
water with family/friends or accomplish 
some long-overdue task or simply walk to 
my mailbox, I discover my cup overflow-
ing. 

- - - 
Tom Burke is the director of Christ 

the King Retreat Center. 

You are indeed holy, O Lord, the fount of all holiness

CDA graduate awards

COURTESY

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Our Lady of Grace 
#1734, Rowena, Texas, presented $200 Graduate’s Awards to Julia Mar-
tinez (left) and Chris Irby (right), two graduating high school seniors 
from St. Joseph’s Parish, Rowena, Texas. Both are graduates of Bal-
linger High School, Ballinger, Texas. Court Regent Linda Frerich made 
the presentation at the court’s 64th Anniversary celebration on June 23, 
2020, where all graduating seniors of the parish were special guests.  

Julia plans to attend Howard College in San Angelo, Texas, to ob-
tain a degree in respiratory therapy.  She plans to continue as lector at 
St. Joseph’s and looks forward to becoming a eucharistic minister. 
Julia is also looking forward to helping with the next ACTS retreat and 
hopeful to participate in and experience a travel abroad mission to 
share and teach God’s love. 

Chris will be majoring in computer science at Angelo State Univer-
sity in San Angelo, Texas, and continue his education with a graduate 
degree in robotics. Upon entering  ASU, he plans to become an active 
member of the Newman Center, a gathering place for Catholic students, 
to surround himself with people with the same beliefs and values he 
has had growing up in a faith community.

Hermanamiento Mass

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Father Bala Anthony Govindu (seated at left) concelebrated a Mass with Bishop Michael J. Sis at the 
conclusion of the annual Hermanamiento partnership meeting at Christ the King Retreat Center on July 28, 
2020. 

The Hermanamiento partnership was established between the Texas dioceses of San Angelo and Tyler 
and the Diocese of San Pedro Sula in Honduras after the devastation wreaked upon the people of Honduras 
by Hurricane Mitch in October 1998. In 2011, the Diocese of San Pedro Sula was split to create the new Di-
ocese of La Ceiba. The partnership now comprises four dioceses: two in Texas and two in Honduras. 

The role of hosting the annual meeting rotates among the member dioceses. The Diocese of San Angelo 
was scheduled to host the 2020 meeting, but COVID-19 precautions led to a virtual meeting instead. The 
Mass was streamed live and is available to view on the Facebook page of the Diocese of San Angelo.
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St. Jean Vianney, patron 
saint of parish priests

Few parish priests 
have been as revered 
and loved by their pa-
rishioners as was Jean 
(John) Baptiste Vian-
ney, who died in 1859 
and was commonly 
known as the Curé 
d’Ars’. This simple, 
unlearned man spent 
his early years as a 
shepherd on his 
father’s farm near Dardilly, France.  

During his childhood, the Reign of Terror of the French Rev-
olution closed the churches and forced priests into hiding. Jean re-
ceived no formal religious instruction and only one year of school. 
Paul Burns writes in Butler’s Lives of the Saints that Jean made his 
first Communion in secret at the age of thirteen. Five years later he 
told his father that he wanted to be a priest. His father initially re-
jected his request, but was persuaded by the Abbé M. Balley, a neigh-
boring pastor, to allow Jean to study and live with him. 

Jean was 20 and was recommended for the priesthood when he 
was mistakenly conscripted into Napoleon’s army. He missed being 
sent to Spain with his troop when he fell ill. Ton Cowan writes in The 
Way of the Saints that after his health returned, and he tried to rejoin 
his group, he got lost in the woods of Forez, a haven of deserters. 
Since he was now technically a deserter, he found shelter on a 
cousin’s farm. 

When Napoleon granted amnesty in 1810, Jean resumed his 
studies. He was admitted into a minor seminary through M. Balley’s 
help. Jean was not a good student and had difficulty with the Latin in 
which all the courses were taught.  

He was finally ordained at the age of 29 and was assigned to M. 
Balley as his curate at Écully. After M. Balley’s death, Jean was given 
a parish of his own — the village of Arsen-Dombes, 20 miles from 
his birthplace. There were about 250 people in this village. It was a 
dismal place where many liked to drink and dance to forget their mis-
erable poverty. They cared nothing about the practice of their religion. 
The church was dirty and neglected when Jean arrived. 

Jean set out to make friends and visited every household in Ars. 
He began catechism classes for the children and used simple lan-
guage in his sermons to instruct the people. Richard McBrien writes 
in Lives of the Saints that although Jean’s sermons were often about 
hell and the last judgment, he was perceived as a compassionate pri-
est and came to be revered as a confessor and spiritual counselor.  

Before long, people from all over France were coming to him for 
counsel. Michael Walsh, editor of Butler’s Lives of the Saints, re-
ported that from 1830 to 1845, daily visitors to Ars averaged more 
than 300. People came for his counsel because of his insight into per-
sonal problems and because he could read hearts and had knowledge 
of things happening beyond his sight.  

As his reputation for preaching and counseling spread, a special 
booking office for Ars had to be established at the train station in 
Lyons and eight-day return tickets issued because it sometimes took 
that long to get a word with the Curé. He preached every day at 
eleven o’clock and often spent 12 to 16 hours a day in the confes-
sional and the recital of sins still moved him to tears.  

Jean shunned fame and yearned for the more quiet life of a con-
templative monk. He left Ars on three different occasions hoping to 
join the monastery at La Trappe, but each time he returned to his sim-
ple rectory where his celebratory status increased yearly.  

With the help of two village women he opened a free school for 
girls in 1824, which later became the famous institution of La Prov-
idence, a shelter for orphans and other homeless children. It was also 
in 1824 and lasting until the end of his life that Jean experienced un-
relenting diabolical attacks which included strange noises, voices 
shouting, the house trembling and many other phenomena. Burns 
writes that Jean attributed these manifestations to the devil. 

In 1855 he was awarded the Imperial Order of the Legion of 
Honor, which he refused to accept. He never wore its decoration, the 
imperial cross. 

Jean Vianney died in 1859 at age seventy-three, worn out by 
years of hearing confessions and offering spiritual counsel to the 
thousands of visitors who came to see him. Pope Pius XI canonized 
him in 1925 and declared him patron of parish clergy in 1929. His 
feast day is August 4. 

God’s order and Satan’s disorder
"The steps of a good man are ordered by the 

Lord, and he delights in his way."  
Psalm 37:23 (NKJV) 

 
"Order is the first need of the soul."  

Russell Kirk, Roots of American Order 
 
"It is the nature of a wise man to order things," 

wrote James Schall, SJ, (paraphrasing Thomas Aqui-
nas' reflection on Aristotle's Metaphysics).  Father 
Schall explains, "wisdom is the highest perfection of 
reason whose characteristic is to know order" (The 
Order of Things). 

Order in our lives and all creation can exist only 
because it is ordained by a higher order. The highest 
order, and the source of all order, is the Most Holy 
Trinity. We see order in the inner life of the Trinity, 
the Godhead: the Father begets the Son, Jesus, and 
the Father through the Son spirates the Spirit (the ac-
tion of breathing as a creative or life-giving function 
of God) — three persons in one God — diversity in 
unity. The inner life of God is thus ordered (Jn 1:14, 
15:26; Mt 28:19). 

Order cannot beget disorder, so in the beginning 
when God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — created, 
God created order, the order of all things. The cosmos 
reflects order in the arrangement of the sun, planets, 
and stars in our galaxy, in the seasons, day and night, 
and all life. As the climax of his ordered creation, 
Genesis tells us he created man and woman in his 
image (Gn 1:27), i.e., persons with reason and con-
science who can be in an ordered, loving relationship 
with him and each other. He created us to know that 
he is God and not we. In his order, God determined 
good and evil, right and wrong, truth and falsehood. 
In the beginning, the rebellious angel separated itself 
from God's order and authority, was banished from 
heaven, and set up on its own terms (Lk 10:18; Rv 
12:7–10). Satan brought disorder to earth. Eve and 
Adam succumbed to the deception of Satan the ser-
pent that they could be God and make their own 
order. Eve's and Adam's acts of disobedience plunged 
humankind into Satan's disorder — sin, which is sep-
aration from God (Is 59:1–2). 

God, in his mercy, chose to restore his order in 
Jesus Christ. Through his life, death, and resurrec-
tion, he atones for our sin/sins and invites us to enter 
into his order again, lost so long ago (Rom 6:23). 
Through baptism into the life of Christ, he takes us 
into death with him, cancels the power of original sin 
over us, and raises us to new life in and with him — 
the order of redemption. Although we continue to fall 
away from God's order in our daily lives, we have his 
grace through the sacraments of the church that re-
stores us: the Holy Eucharist, the Body and Blood of 
the risen Christ; reconciliation through which God 
cleanses us of our sins and restores order in our lives; 
anointing of the sick to restore order out of sickness; 
and unction to reunite us with the Holy Trinity in a 
final ordering before death. 

God's order is manifested in his church in doc-
trines and dogmas, in the living tradition, in apostolic 
succession, in the hierarchy of authority, in the priest-
hood and diaconate, in religious orders, and in the 
roles and apostolates of the laity (Mt 16:18–19). 
When clergy choose to misuse their authority by de-
nying or confusing church teaching, by immoral acts, 
and by disregarding the laity, disorder reigns in the 
church. Satan aids and abets disorder to keep the 
church in disarray. Jesus Christ, our High Priest, is 
calling the church to restore his order (Col 1:18–20). 

The breakdown of marriage and family life is do-
mestic disorder, which is the reason for the break-
down of our nation — founded on the natural law, 
God's moral order — and all of western  

 
See KNICKERBOCKERS, Page 22 

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

Father Knick and Sandie 
Knickerbocker

Father Joe Barbieri led a day of prayer for the priests of the Midland-Odessa Deanery at St. Stephen’s on July 22. He 
conducted the same day of prayer for the priests of the San Angelo and Abilene Deaneries the following day in San 
Angelo. Many priests attended both days, wearing masks and practicing social distancing. Others attended virtually. 
Father Barbieri is a member of the Passionist order and is currently serving as the parochial vicar at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Odessa. The day’s theme was “The Wisdom of the Cross for the Priest in Challenging Times.”

COURTESY
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Building up your own domestic church
Lumen Gentium, a document of the Second Vatican 

Council, describes the family as the domestic church. It 
is important to remember that every person we minister 
to at the parish has a family they return to when they 
leave a parish event or meeting. This means that even if 
we are directly ministering to a specific age group, we 
must also minister to the entire family in whatever form 
that takes. 

What does a domestic church look like? That is as 
varied and complex as the families that make up our 
communities. For some, their domestic church is a sin-
gle parent and their kids. For some, it is grandparents 
raising their grandchildren. For others, it is a newlywed 
couple just beginning to build their life together. And, 
yes, a single person can be a domestic church as well. 
(But more on that later.)  

Rather than a domestic church looking a certain 
way, it is about the elements that make up the lives of 
the people. It is not about being a place where faith is 
preached, but a place where it is lived in our everyday 
lives. It is the primary place where we practice coming 
to intimately love others. It is the place where we begin 
to learn how to live out our universal call to holiness. It 
is in the context of the family that we first learn who 
God is.  

The domestic church is vitally important. The em-
phasis on domestic church speaks to the profound dig-
nity and importance of the work of all lay people. 
However, the domestic church needs the parish and the 
parish needs the domestic church. Sunday Eucharist is 
indispensable, but the practice and prayer life of faith 
cannot be confined to the parish church. We must take 
what is being taught at the parish back into the life of 
our own families. Families must participate in the sacra-
mental and social life of the parish. But faith, prayer, 
catechesis, charity, and evangelization all must take 
place first and foremost in the context of the home.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us “Par-
ents have the first responsibility for the education of 
their children” (2223). Or, as the General Directory for 
Catechesis puts it, “Parents are the primary educators in 
the faith” (255). Faith is not just facts that are mem-
orized; it is also tradition that is handed down from one 
generation to another. How can that be done? While 
there are endless ways to build and grow your domestic 
church, here are just a few examples.  

Pray as a family. Not just before meals, although 
that is important, but at other times as well. Pope John 
Paul II wrote in his exhortation On the Family that for 
the family to be an authentic domestic church, common 
prayer must be continuously practiced in the home. For 
some, these family prayer times will include a daily ro-
sary. For others, it will be sharing prayer intentions and 
uniting in prayer at the end of the day. Still, for some, it 
will be praying a chaplet of Divine Mercy on the way 
home from school. Allow all members of the family to 
take turns leading prayer time, but find whatever form 
works best for your family.  

Create a home altar table. For some, the term altar 
can be intimidating. Remember, this is not an official 
altar. Rather, think of it as a simple space in your home 
where you display things that help you focus on God 
and where the family can go to for quiet moments of 

prayer and reflection, whether together or alone. Again, 
this will look like whatever is best for your family. For 
some, it is a large flat surface where icons, statues, 
books, candles, and other holy items are displayed. If 
you live in a small space, it can be a portable space. 
Designate a sturdy storage container for the items that 
you can bring out and place on a table during your 
prayer times, but that can be put away when the space is 
needed for other aspects of daily living.  

Display icons and other religious symbols through-
out your home. Choose things that are meaningful to 
your family. The idea is simply to have things displayed 
that can, throughout the day, draw your mind back to 
God.  

Celebrate the liturgical year as a family. One of our 
family traditions growing up was to pray and light the 
Advent wreath every evening during Advent before 
dinner. Each child (there were four of us) were des-
ignated a week to lead prayer, light the candles, and then 
blow them out at the end of the meal. During Lent, in 
addition to what we gave up, we were encouraged to 
also do an act of kindness each day. My mom would put 
up a piece of poster board on the wall near the table, and 
each night before or after dinner, we would take a post-it 
note, write down our act of kindness, and attach it to the 
poster board.  

Celebrate baptism dates and feast days. In addition 
to celebrating a child’s birthday, find special ways to 
celebrate their baptism date. If your family shares its 
name with a saint or your child is named after a specific 
saint, find a way to celebrate that feast day. It can be as 
simple as a special dessert or a simple but special out-
ing.  

Talk freely about the presence of God in both joys 
and sorrows of your family’s life. If we want our young  

 
See POPE, Page 22 

Alison Pope

Peter: Not the first ‘fisher of men’
Growing up in New Jersey, I loved playing sports 

and was decent at a few of them. I was the MVP of my 
13-15-year-old baseball league and played semi-pro, 
was the state champion in bowling, and beat hustlers 
from New York who were paid to play me in pool. By 
contrast, fishing never seemed very stimulating. In ad-
dition, evidence suggested that fishing and hunting 
were only done by high school dropouts. That picture 
changed as I learned a new normal 34 years ago when I 
moved to Texas and was shocked when an attorney told 
me about his fishing boat and deer lease. But that was 
clearly not my experience in Jersey. 

There was only one very distant fourth cousin that I 
had who ever spoke to me about fishing, and, true to 
form, he did not graduate from high school. Bobby, ten 
years my senior, was a great guy, always happy, posi-
tive, and filled with energy. Time and time again he 
would ask me to go fishing with him, and time and time 
again I told him I didn’t like it. “But you have never 
tried it” he would say. I would respond by giving him 
any one of countless examples of things that I had not 
tried that I was reasonably sure I would not like … run-
ning in front of a moving bus, for example, or learning 
ballet. Still, he persevered. 

When my dad’s spirit left his body when I was 16, 
Bobby’s pursuit of a fishing trip went into overdrive. 
There was no doubting his sincerity in trying in some 
small way to bring some fun into the life of a kid that 
no longer smiled, had no siblings, and was shutting 
down. Bobby became relentless. 

My mother said “Just go with him one time so you 
can tell him you went and didn’t like it or he is never 
going to stop coming over more often and asking you.” 
I resisted as long as I could and finally agreed to go as 
long as it wasn’t an all-day deal. He was ecstatic, and 
the following Saturday morning we were on our way to 

Farrington Lake. 
There was a 30-foot piece of land that jutted out in 

the lake a few feet, and that is where he set us up. Me, 
with a pole and a little red float that signaled a catch, 

and Bobby who had five poles active at the same time. 
After what seemed like an eternity of him reeling in 
fish and me thinking I should never have come, he said 
something quite unexpected. 

“Boy, this is a stupid fish!” he proclaimed. Now 
that interested me. For him to think a fish was stupid 
was intriguing. How could he know? What did the fish 
do or didn’t do that tipped him off? Did it come out of 
the water by itself and then flop in the bag where the 
caught ones were? Did it jump out of the water and 
land in his pocket? I left my post and the remote pos-
sibility of the red float disappearing from sight and im-
mediately traversed the 20 feet between us and asked 
Bobby how he could tell if a fish was stupid. He said 
“Look” and squeezed its mouth revealing three hooks 
that were perfectly spaced apart on its lip. “Three times 
he got caught going for the bait. He doesn’t learn.” 

As it turned out, my fishing experience was every-
thing I thought it would be and less. But there was that 
one interaction with me, Bobby, and the fish that made 

my one and only fishing experience memorable to this 
very day. 

In quite an analogous way, we are all in a “lake” 
and Satan has been “fishing” for us since the beginning 
of time. Like the fish, it is often hard for us to avoid the 
“bait” that is put before us and leads us into temptation. 
Bait that is of the evil one, not God. For some it is to-
bacco, for others drugs, for many it is materialism, 
while others “bite” on alcohol, pornography, gambling, 
the internet, unhealthy sex, superiority, or excess food. 
The list goes on. 

Regardless of the bait, the goal of the original 
“fisher of men” is always the same: to separate us from 
others and God, to cause division, destruction, and 
death. Evil goes after us one by one. Satan uses a 
“pole” and Peter uses a net. How interesting that of all 
the ways we can describe the condition of someone bat-
tling with a particular addiction, we say the person is 
“hooked.” 

Like that fish, we must be careful not to impul-
sively satiate a need for immediate gratification or we 
run the risk of consuming the deadly agent that lies be-
hind the irresistible bait that appears so self-satisfying. 
Like that fish, whatever bait we found attractive the 
first time is likely to be attractive again and again, even 
when we should know better. God’s love is the only 
thing we need in life and it is our greatest defense 
against being “caught” if we follow the example of 
Jesus. When life on earth ends and he squeezes our 
mouths, how many hooks will he see? 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of Rutgers Univer-

sity and Florida State University, has 50 years’ experi-
ence in individual, marriage, and family therapy. He is 
also the Abilene-area pro-life coordinator for the Dio-
cese of San Angelo. 

James R. Sulliman, PhD



Page 10 AUGUST 2020 The Angelus

Basic Formation program begins new cycle
By Sister Hilda Marotta 

 
Once again it is time to begin a new cycle for Basic 

Formation.  This year we are moving into a new format 
utilizing VLCFF (Virtual Learning Community for Faith 
Formation) through the University of Dayton and our 
own Zoom sessions through the Office of Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis (OEC). 

VLCFF offers online courses for faith formation. 
The Office of Evangelization and Catechesis has been in 
partnership with VLCFF since 2016. 

We have worked with VLCFF to align their courses 
with the Basic Formation curriculum of the Diocese of 
San Angelo. Therefore, for the 2020-2022 Basic Forma-
tion program, we will be implementing a combination of 
VLCFF online courses and OEC Zoom classes. (Note: 
These courses are not college credit courses, but rather 

continuing education units.) 
The Basic Formation curriculum consists of 120 

clock hours over a two-year period. Each year will con-
sist of 60 clock hours. The annual cost for this Basic 
Formation program will remain the same as in recent 
years. In addition, the complete Basic Formation pro-
gram will be offered in Spanish using the new format. 

Information sessions to learn for about the program 
will be held via Zoom as follows: 

August 3, 2020 (Monday), 7:00 p.m. –  8:00 •
p.m., Spanish 

August 4, 2020 (Tuesday), 7:00 p.m. –  8:00 •
p.m., English 

August 8, 2020 (Saturday), 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 •
a.m., English 

August 8, 2020 (Saturday), 1:00 p.m. –  2:00 •
p.m., Spanish 

To register for an information session, email the Of-
fice of Evangelization and Catechesis at evangelization-
catechesis@sanangelodiocese.org. A Zoom link will be 
sent to you upon request. 

 
Or: 
Use your phone to scan the QR Code below for the 

meeting you would like to register for. 
Step 1: Open up the camera app.  
Step 2: Position your phone so the QR code appears 

in the digital viewfinder 
Step 3: Launch the code by clicking the link that 

pops on your screen 
 
If you have any questions, contact the Office of 

Evangelization at 325-651-7500 or  
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org.

Un ciclo nuevo para la Formación Básica
Por Hermana Hilda Marotta 

 
Una vez más, es tiempo de comenzar un ciclo nuevo 

para la Formación Básica.  Este año nos estamos mov-
iendo a un nuevo formato utilizando VLCFF (Comuni-
dad Virtual de Aprendizaje para la Formación en la fe) a 
través de la Universidad de Dayton y nuestras propias 
sesiones de ZOOM por la Oficina de Evangelización y 
Catequesis (OEC). 

VLCFF ofrece cursos en línea para la formación en 
la fe.  La Oficina de Evangelización y Catequesis ha es-
tado en asociación con VLCFF desde 2016. 

Hemos trabajado con VLCFF para alinear sus cursos 
con el plan de estudios de Formación Básica de la 
Diócesis de San Ángelo.  Por lo tanto, para el Programa 
de Formación Básica 2020-2022, implementaremos una 
combinación de cursos en línea de VLCFF y clases de 
Zoom de la OEC. (Nota: estos no son cursos de crédito 

universitarios, sino más bien unidades de educación con-
tinua). 

El plan de estudios de formación básica consta de 
120 horas de tiempo actual durante un periodo de dos 
años.  Cada año consta de 60 horas de tiempo actual. El 
costo anual para este Programa de Formación Básica se-
guirá siendo el mismo que en los últimos años.  Además, 
el programa completo de formación básica será ofrecida 
en español utilizando el nuevo formato. 

Sesiones de información para aprender del programa 
serán ofrecidas vía Zoom en los siguientes días: 

3 de agosto, 2020 (lunes), 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm, •
español 

4 de agosto, 2020 (martes), 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm, •
inglés 

8 de agosto, 2020 (sábado), 9:30 am- 10:30 am, •
inglés 

8 de agosto, 2020 (sábado), 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm, •

español 
Para registrarse para la Sesión de Información, por 

favor de comunicarse por correo electrónico a – evange-
lizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org.  Se le enviará 
un enlace de Zoom a pedido.  

                                                        
O: 
Utilice su teléfono par escanear el código QR a con-

tinuación para la reunión por la cual desea registrarse.  
Paso 1: Abra la aplicación de la cámara 
Paso 2: Coloque su teléfono para que el código QR 

aparezca en el visor digital 
Paso 3: Inicie el código haciendo clic en el enlace 

que aparece en la pantalla 
 
Si tiene preguntas, llame a la Oficina de Evangeliza-

ción al 325-651-7500 o vía correo electrónico a:  
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org. 
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Sister Concepción Medina, formerly 

of OLG Midland, professes vows

Sister Concepción Medina made her first profession of vows in the Congregation of 
the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity, Manitowoc, Wisconsin, at a liturgy cele-
brated on July 5 by Father Hilary Brzezinski, OFM. 

Sister Natalie Binversie, Community Director of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian 
Charity, received her vows. The Franciscan Sisters witnessed the event. Her parents and 
other family members were unable to attend because of COVID-19, but her profession 
was live-streamed to allow them to participate virtually. 

Sister Concepción is the daughter of Hilda and Juan Bolanos, of Lakewood, Col-
orado. She was a member of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Midland, Texas, in the Di-
ocese of San Angelo. Prior to entering the convent, she worked as a phlebotomist. She 
will be pursuing a BSN at Bellin College in Bellevue, Wisconsin. 

COURTESY

Making masks a ministry

The pastor and parishioners of St. Therese Catholic Church in Carlsbad, Texas, 
recognize and thank parishioner Ms. Loretta Sughrue for her compassion and for 
being the hands and feet of Christ. Because of the face mask shortage at the begin-
ning of the coronavirus pandemic, Sughrue began making face masks for people 
who were unable to find them in the stores. After purchasing additional needed ma-
terials and depleting her stock of fabric, Sughrue asked if parishioners could donate 
fabric they were not using so she could continue her ministry. She has made masks 
for the San Angelo State-Supported Living Center in Carlsbad, Texas, the Foster 
Care System of Tom Green County, St. Therese Catholic Church parishioners, 
school children, and others who needed a mask. She continues her ministry, having 
made almost a thousand masks, and gives them away free of charge. 

Sister Concepción 
Medina

COURTESY

Loretta Sughrue 
and her many 
masks.
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First Communion at 

St. Ann in Sonora
Father Felix Archibong, administrator of St. Ann Parish 

in Sonora, held four different First Communion Masses at the 
church in order to allow for families to attend their loved 
ones’ First Communion given the reduced crowd size per-
mitted for indoor Masses under current coronavirus restric-
tions. Seminarian Mike Elsner also participated in all four 
Masses.

Clockwise, starting at top left: June 28, 2020, 10:30 a.m. Mass; 
June 28, 2020, 5:00 p.m. Mass; June 28, 2020, 8:00 a.m. Mass; 
June 27, 2020, 6:00 p.m. Mass

Elsner installed as acolyte
Seminarian Mike Elsner was 

installed as an acolyte by Bishop 
Michael Sis during a Mass on July 
12, 2020, at St. Ann Parish in So-
nora.

COURTESYCOURTESY

Near right: Acolyte Mike Elsner, 
center, poses with his family after 
his installation. Back row: Father 
Ryan Rojo, Vocation Director of the 
Diocese of San Angelo; Bishop Mi-
chael J. Sis; and Father Felix Archi-
bong, administrator of St. Ann 
Parish in Sonora. 
 
Far right: Bishop Michael Sis and 
Mike Elsner during Elsner’s installa-
tion Mass.

COURTESY

Confirmation Masses
Right: St. Joseph Parish, Rowena, July 13, 2020. 

 
Below: Holy Trinity Parish, Big Spring, June 30, 2020.

Eucharistic Marian Retreat

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Bishop Michael Sis blesses the attendees of the Eucharistic Marian Retreat after his pres-
entation on July 24, 2020.

In attendance at the retreat were (left to right) Deacon Freddy Medina, Father Albert Ezea-
nya, Deacon Ron Stegenga, Deacon Bobby Wright, and Deacon Michael Kahlig.

COURTESY

Ordination  

anniversary

Father Michael Udegbunam celebrated the 39th anniversary of 
his priestly ordination on July 12, 2020. His parish of St. Ann 
in Colorado City held a parade July 15 to help him celebrate.
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Mission day:  Being the hands and feet of Jesus
By Angie Garcia 
 

Motivated by the desire to serve the Lord and aware 
of the dire conditions generated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic in Ojinaga, Mexico, Deacon Ignacio Villa and his 
wife Olga (Our Lady of Guadalupe, Midland), and dia-
conal candidate Billy and Angie Garcia (Holy Redeemer, 
Odessa), crossed the border at Presidio, Texas, to provide 
food and supplies for the residents. 

Provisions donated by the parishioners of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Midland, were distributed to six house-
holds in addition to members of la Iglesia Católica de 
Nuestro Padre Jesús de Nazareno and Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe parishes in Ojinaga. 

A mother and her disabled son reside at the first 
home visited.  She cried as we arrived and said, “I know 
God was listening to my prayer. This morning, my son 
and I shared an egg for breakfast.”  

They visited additional homes, one which had a sin-
gle mom with her two mentally impaired adult children 
and another where an elderly man lived alone. 

Over the years, more than seven tons of provisions 
(providing meals to over 100 households) have been dis-
tributed to residents in the outskirts of Ojinaga, which in-
cludes Valverde, Esmeralda, Divisadero, and el Albergue. 
Many of the residents do not have indoor plumbing, 
many of them in a one-room home without air condition-
ing or heating. 

On this recent visit, Mayor Martín Sánchez Valles of 

Ojinaga asked Deacon Ignacio and his crew to drop by 
his office. Deacon Ignacio was surprised with a plaque 
recognizing him along with his parish of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Midland for their efforts in helping the 
people of Ojinaga.  Mayor Sánchez Valles wished to ac-
knowledge the native son of Ojinaga, Deacon Ignacio, 
with a much larger celebration but was unable to do so 
because of the current pandemic. 

When asked why he does this, Deacon Ignacio said 
he grew up in Ojinaga and will never forget the struggle 
of growing up poor. He does not seek to be recognized 
for his actions; all he wishes is to be Jesus’ hands and 
feet. He understands the true meaning of being a servant.

Notice 

 

Interested in learning more about  

permanent deacons? Please send your 

contact information to:  

 

deaconoffice@sanangelodiocese.org 

 

or call 325-651-7500 and ask for  

Deacon Freddy.

COURTESY

COURTESY

COURTESY

Left: Ojinaga, Mexico, mayor Martín 
Sánchez Valles met with members of a 
mission team from Holy Redeemer 
Church in Odessa and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church in Midland during a 
recent mission day trip. 
 
Below: A plaque given to Ojinaga 
native and current deacon of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church in Midland Igna-
cio Villa.

The members of the mission group dis-
tributed supplies to two Catholic 
churches and residents of Ojinaga, 
Mexico, some of whom are seen here 
outside their homes.
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Catholic composer denies claims of sexual misconduct; publisher cuts ties
By Maria Wiering  
Catholic News Service 
 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (CNS) — Catho-
lic composer David Haas denies allega-
tions of sexual misconduct with adult 
women that led his music publisher, 
GIA Publications, to suspend its rela-
tionship with him. 

In a June 16 statement, Haas said he 
"denounces Into Account Inc.'s allega-
tions as false, reckless and offensive." 

Into Account, a nonprofit that sup-
ports abuse survivors, emailed Haas' as-
sociates in late May to notify them that 
Haas had been accused of "repeated, un-
ethical abuse of the professional and 
spiritual power he has had in church 
music circles," including "sexual of-
fenses." 

"The allegations we've received also 
contain a disturbing component of spiri-
tual manipulation. Haas reportedly fo-
cuses attention on women with past 
histories of abuse, then uses the vulner-
abilities created by trauma to create in-
timacy," according to a letter emailed 
May 29 by Into Account executive di-
rector and founder Stephanie Krehbiel. 

"Multiple women have reported to 
us that Haas is skilled at making his tar-
gets feel spiritually affirmed, seen and 
loved, with a keen understanding of 
how that spiritual intimacy can then be 
exploited sexually," Krehbiel wrote. 

Into Account is based in Lawrence, 
Kansas, and provides "resources to sur-
vivors of sexual, spiritual, and other 
abuse in Anabaptist and other Christian 
contexts," according to its website. 

On June 13, GIA Publications 
posted on Facebook that it had sus-
pended its "sponsorship and publishing 
relationship" with Haas, after learning 
earlier this year of sexual misconduct 
allegations against him. 

GIA, which is based in Chicago, 
also learned that the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis was considering 
not providing Haas a letter of suitabil-
ity. GIA has not sponsored Haas' work 
since January, it said. 

"New allegations of sexually abu-
sive conduct by Mr. Haas continue to be 
reported," GIA said in its Facebook 
post. "We take these reports seriously. 
GIA Publications supports and stands 
with victims. We must join together to 
address and prevent sexual abuse." 

A June 16 statement from Tim 
O'Malley, director of the Office of Min-
isterial Standards and Safe Environment 
for the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis — the diocese in which 
Haas lives — confirmed the archdiocese 
denied Haas a letter of suitability, which 
states that an individual is in good 
standing in his or her home diocese and 
includes a statement affirming that no 
allegations of sexual abuse or impro-
priety have been made against him or 
her. 

In 2018, the archdiocese received 
two reports that Haas had "acted inap-
propriately with two adult women in 
another state" and it had received a 
complaint in 1987 that Haas "had made 
unwanted sexual advances toward a 
young adult woman," O'Malley said. 

Haas has denied these allegations. 
"After receiving the 2018 com-

plaint, the archdiocese informed Haas 
that it would not provide a letter of rec-
ommendation that Haas had requested," 
O'Malley said. "Furthermore, we in-
formed Haas that he was not allowed to 
provide services at Catholic institutions 
in the archdiocese without disclosure of 
these complaints. Unless we receive 
other information, we will continue this 
course of action." 

O'Malley said the situation "illus-
trates the challenges of responding to 
allegations of inappropriate behavior by 
laypersons who work with Catholic 
groups, especially when they are self-
employed." 

"We are committed to supporting 
anyone who has been harmed by per-
sons of influence, prominence or power 
in our communities," he said. "At the 
same time, we recognize the importance 
of having a fair and appropriate forum 
that provides due process for those who 
have been accused." 

"However," he continued, "the com-
plaints about Haas are particularly con-
cerning since they involve offenses 
against the dignity of the human person 
and are alleged to have occurred at 
Catholic events. We are committed to 
safe environments for all. We offer our 
support for those who have been 
harmed to come forward." 

In Krehbiel's May 29 letter, she said 
the goal of the women who shared their 
allegations with Into Account is "to re-
move Haas's access to the many forums 
in which he encounters potential vic-
tims." His accusers, it states, "are in po-
sitions of professional and/or personal 
vulnerability that make it difficult for 
them to identify themselves publicly. 
They are almost all fearful of Haas' re-
taliation, and based on what they have 
reported, we believe those fears to be 
well-founded." 

The letter continued: "Haas has al-
legedly targeted multiple women using 
techniques that abuse prevention ex-
perts identify as grooming, to create 
conditions in which women felt obli-
gated to perform sexual favors in ex-
change for professional opportunities. 
His generosity, we are told, often came 
with a sexual price tag." 

Into Account also accuses Haas of 
"spiritual manipulation," in which 
"Haas reportedly focuses attention on 
women with past histories of abuse, 
then uses the vulnerabilities created by 
trauma to create intimacy." 

"Some women have described ro-
mantic relationships with Haas that felt 
consensual in the beginning, but were 
then marked by sudden, overwhelming 
sexual aggression from Haas, in which 
any resistance was met with extreme 
anger," Krehbiel wrote. "Other women 
have described incidents that we would 
interpret as outright sexual battery, in-
volving groping, forcible kissing, and 
aggressive, lewd propositions. The 
youngest victim reported to us was 19 
years old at the time of the alleged sex-
ual battery, while Haas was over 50." 

In addition to denying Into Ac-
count's claims, Haas' statement, which 

is posted to his website, said he is "sad 
and disappointed that Into Account Inc. 
chose to use social media — a public 
forum — to deprive him of a fair and le-
gitimate venue to face his accusers, but 
instead launched a marketing effort with 
the mission to destroy his reputation 
and livelihood." 

The statement criticized Into Ac-
count's method of approaching Haas' as-
sociates to publish its allegations and 
"solicit for potential clients." 

Calling Haas "an advocate for survi-
vors of clergy sexual abuse and discrim-
ination of all kinds," the statement said 
he "stands in solidarity and prayerful 
support of sexual abuse victims and en-
courages survivors to seek legitimate 
and appropriate professional services 
and/or to report any allegations to law 
enforcement." 

Haas declined further comment to 
The Catholic Spirit, newspaper of 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minnea-
polis. 

According to GIA Publications, 
Haas has published more than 45 col-
lections of original music. His best-
known works include "Blest Are They," 
"You Are Mine" and "We Are Called." 
He also has written several books on 
prayer and liturgical music. 

Born in Bridgeport, Michigan, Haas 
directs the Emmaus Center for Music, 
Prayer and Ministry in Eagan, Minne-
sota. He is a member of the Church St. 
Cecilia in St. Paul, where he has vol-
unteered as a liturgical musician. 

*** 

Catholic hymn composer David 
Haas is not permitted to give presenta-
tions, workshops or concerts at events 
hosted by Catholic entities in the Arch-
diocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, and 
his music will no longer be used at arch-
diocesan events, the archdiocese an-
nounced July 8. 

Tim O'Malley, archdiocesan director 
of ministerial standards, said in a state-
ment the archdiocese has received new, 
independent reports from women in dif-
ferent parts of the United States alleging 
that Haas "engaged in inappropriate 
conduct" with them when they were 
young adults in the 1980s. The reports 
are "similar in nature to the conduct de-
scribed in previous allegations," O'Mal-
ley said. 

In late May, Into Account, a non-
profit that supports abuse survivors, 
emailed Haas' associates to notify them 
that several women had accused Haas of 
"spiritual manipulation" and "sexual of-
fenses." 

The archdiocese also reported in 
June that it had denied Haas a letter of 
suitability, which states that an individ-
ual is in good standing in his or her 
home diocese and includes a statement 
affirming that no allegations of sexual 
abuse or impropriety have been made 
against him or her. It also reported that 

in 2018 it had received two reports that 
Haas had "acted inappropriately" with 
adult women in other states. It had pre-
viously received a similar complaint in 
1987. 

Haas has denied any wrongdoing. 
The archdiocese shared the new al-

legations July 8 "in the interest of ac-
countability and transparency and 
believe that it may assist others, as it has 
assisted us, in making informed deci-
sions," O'Malley said. 

"Survivors of sexual harassment and 
abuse deserve support and understand-
ing," he said. "Indeed, our community 
as a whole has suffered much from those 
who have used positions of power or 
privilege to harm others. We have a re-
sponsibility to be mindful of this and do 
what we can to prevent further injury to 
those who have already suffered harm." 

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis determined that 
Haas may not give presentations or con-
certs at Catholic entities such as par-
ishes, schools and other institutions in 
the archdiocese, O'Malley said. 

"Likewise, the archdiocese will not 
use Haas' compositions at archdiocesan 
Masses and other archdiocesan events," 
he said. "Also, the archbishop has en-
couraged pastors, principals, and leaders 
of other Catholic institutions to consider 
the sensitivities involved with using 
Haas' music in liturgies or other parish 
or school events, and to take appropriate 
steps to fully support those who have 
been harmed by sexual assault or 
abuse." 

O'Malley encouraged anyone with 
information about possible criminal be-
havior to call law enforcement. He di-
rected calls about "improper conduct" at 
a parish or school to be reported to the 
parish or school, or the archdiocese. 
Also available for contact is Victoria 
Johnson, who serves as an independent 
ombudsperson to the archdiocese on 
abuse or misconduct related concerns. 

Haas directs the Emmaus Center for 
Music, Prayer and Ministry in Eagan, 
Minnesota. He is a founder of the Music 
Ministry Alive program for youth, a 
five-day summer liturgical program held 
annually at St. Catherine University in 
St. Paul from 1999-2017. He also has 
worked at St. Thomas the Apostle in 
Minneapolis, the St. Paul Seminary 
School of Divinity in St. Paul, Benilde-
St. Margaret's School in St. Louis Park 
and Cretin-Derham Hall High School in 
St. Paul. He is a member of St. Cecilia 
in St. Paul, where he has volunteered as 
a liturgical musician. 

According to GIA Publications, 
Haas' former music publisher, the com-
poser has published more than 45 col-
lections of original music. His 
best-known works include "Blest Are 
They," "You Are Mine" and "We Are 
Called." He also has written several 
books on prayer and liturgical music. 
GIA Publications announced in June 
that it cut ties with Haas after learning 
of the allegations. 

- - - 
Wiering is editor of The Catholic 

Spirit, newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis.

With new claims 

against composer, 

archdiocese restricts 

local concerts
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Catholic Voices

Some secrets worth knowing
Monks have secrets worth knowing, 

and these can be invaluable when a coro-
navirus pandemic is forcing millions of us 
to live like monks.  

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
millions of us have been forced to stay at 
home, work from home, practice social 
distancing from everyone except those in 
our own houses, and have minimal social 
contact with the outside. In a manner of 
speaking, this has turned many of us into 
monks, like it or not. What’s the secret to 
thrive there?  

Well, I’m not a monk, nor a mental 
health expert, so what I share here isn’t 
exactly the rule of St. Benedict or a series 
of professional mental health tips. It’s the 
fruit of what I’ve learned from monks and 
from living in the give-and-take of a reli-
gious community for fifty years. 

Here are ten counsels for living when 
we are, in effect, housebound, that is, liv-
ing in a situation wherein we don’t have a 
lot of privacy, have to do a lot of living 
within a very small circle, face long hours 
wherein we have to struggle to find things 
that energize us, and wherein we find our-
selves for good stretches of time frus-
trated, bored, impatient, and lethargic. 
How does one survive and thrive in that 
situation? 

1. Create a routine — that’s the key. 
It’s what monks do. Create a detailed rou-
tine for the hours of your day as you 
would a financial budget. Make this very 
practical: list the things you need to do 

each day and slot them into a concrete 
timetable and then stick to that as a dis-
cipline, even when it seems rigid and op-
pressive. Resist the temptation to simply 
go with the flow of your energy and 
mood or to lean on entertainment and 
whatever distractions can be found to get 
you through your days and nights. 

2. Wash and dress your body each 
day, as if you were going out into the 
world and meeting people. Resist the 
temptation to cheat on hygiene, dress, and 
make-up. Don’t spend the morning in 
your pajamas: wash and dress-up. When 
you don’t do this, what are you saying to 
your family? They aren’t worth the ef-
fort? And what are you saying to your-
self? I’m not worth the effort? 
Slovenliness invariably becomes lethargy 
and acedia. 

3. Look beyond yourself and your 
needs each day to see others and their 
hurts and frustrations. You’re not in this 
alone; the others are enduring exactly 
what you are. Nothing will make your 

day harder to endure than excessive self-
focus and self-pity. 

4. Find a place to be alone for some 
time every day – and offer others that 
same courtesy. Don’t apologize that you 
need time away to be by yourself. That’s 
an imperative for mental health, not a 
selfish claim. Give others that space. 
Sometimes you need to be apart, not just 
for your own sake but for the sake of the 
others. Monks live an intense community 
life, but each also has a private cell within 
which to retreat. 

5. Have a contemplative practice each 
day that includes prayer. On the schedule 
you create for yourself, mark in at least a 
half hour or an hour each day for some 
contemplative practice: pray, read scrip-
ture, read from a serious book, journal, 
paint a picture, paint a fence, create an ar-
tifact, fix something, garden, write poetry, 
write a song, begin a memoir, write a long 
letter to someone you haven’t seen for 
years, whatever; but do some something 
that’s freeing for your soul and have it in-
clude some prayer. 

6. Practice “Sabbath” daily. Sabbath 
need not be a day; it can be an hour. Give 
yourself something very particular to look 
forward to each day, something enjoyable 
and sensual: a hot bath, a glass of wine, a 
cigar on the patio, a rerun of a favorite 
old sitcom, a nap in the shade in a lawn 
chair, anything — as long as it’s done 
purely for enjoyment. Make this a dis-
cipline.  

7. Practice “Sabbath” weekly. Make 
sure that only six days of the week are 
locked into your set routine. Break the 
routine once a week. Set one day apart for 
enjoyment, one day when you may eat 
pancakes for breakfast in your pajamas. 

8.  Challenge yourself with something 
new. Stretch yourself by trying something 
new. Learn a new language, take up a 
new hobby, learn to play an instrument. 
This is an opportunity you’ve never had.   

9. Talk through the tensions that arise 
within your house — though carefully. 
Tensions will arise when living in a fish-
bowl. Monks have community meetings 
to sort out those tensions. Talk tensions 
through honestly with each other, but 
carefully; hurtful remarks sometimes 
never quite heal.  

10. Take care of your body. We aren’t 
disembodied spirits. Be attentive to your 
body. Get enough exercise each day to 
keep your body energized. Be careful not 
to use food as a compensation for your 
enforced monasticism. Monks are careful 
about their diet — except on feast days. 

Monks do have secrets worth know-
ing! 

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theo-

logian, teacher, and award-winning au-
thor,is President of the Oblate School of 
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be 
contacted through his website: www.ron-
rolheiser.com. Now on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Father Ron  
Rolheiser

Canceling Padre Serra
I have just received word that, after 

voting to remove a large statue of St. Ju-
nípero Serra that stands in front of their 
City Hall, the government of Ventura, 
California (which is in my pastoral re-
gion) is now considering removing the 
image of Padre Serra from the city seal 
and from the badges of the Ventura police 
officers. This entire effort to erase the 
memory of Serra is from a historical 
standpoint ridiculous and from a moral 
standpoint more than a little frightening. 

Let me address the ridiculous side 
first. To state it bluntly, Junípero Serra is 
being used as a convenient scapegoat and 
whipping boy for certain abuses inherent 
to eighteenth-century Spanish colonial-
ism. Were such abuses real? Of course. 
But was Father Serra personally respon-
sible for them? Of course not. I won’t 
deny for a moment that Serra probably 
engaged in certain disciplinary practices 
that we would rightfully regard as mo-
rally questionable, but the overwhelming 
evidence suggests that he was a great 
friend to the native peoples; that he 
sought, time and again, to protect them 
from mistreatment by civil authorities; 
and that he presided over missions where 
the indigenous were taught useful skills 
and were introduced to the Christian 
faith. To suggest, as did some of those 
who were petitioning for the removal of 
his statue, that Serra was the moral equiv-
alent of Hitler and his missions the moral 

equivalent of concentration camps is 
nothing short of defamatory. 

It is no exaggeration to affirm that 
from the missions established by Junípero 
Serra came much of the political and cul-
tural life of the state of California. Many 
of our greatest cities — San Diego, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Santa Barbara, 
and yes, Ventura — were built on the 
foundation of the missions. And I won’t 
hesitate to say it: the spread of the Chris-
tian faith in this part of the world took 
place largely because of the work of Ju-
nípero Serra and his colleagues — and 
this is a good thing! Jesus told his first 
followers to go into all the world and 
preach the Good News, not as a message 
of oppression but of spiritual liberation. It 
was precisely in response to that aposto-
lic summons that Fray Junípero left Ma-
jorca, crossed the ocean, and spent the 
remainder of his life proclaiming Christ 
to those who did not know him. Though 
it is politically incorrect to say it today, 

this kind of enthusiastic evangelism is to 
be celebrated, not excoriated. The major-
ity of Catholics in California today have 
the faith that they cherish because Padre 
Serra first brought it here. 

And this brings me to the morally 
dangerous side of this issue. When I saw 
the videos of Serra statues being torn 
down, burned, spat upon, trampled, and 
desecrated in San Francisco and Los An-
geles, I shuddered — not only because 
such behavior was boorish and unjusti-
fied, but also because it called to mind 
very similar activities at earlier stages of 
American history. In the mid to late nine-
teenth century, anti-Catholicism was ram-
pant in the United States, due in part to 
prejudices inherited from Protestantism 
but also due to the arrival of large groups 
of immigrants from Catholic countries, 
who were considered inferior. A powerful 
political party, the Know-Nothings, was 
organized precisely around the theme of 
opposing Catholicism, and in many of the 
major cities of our country, Catholic con-
vents, parishes, cathedrals, statues, and 
churches were burned to the ground by 
unruly mobs. Moreover, in that same 
period, the Ku Klux Klan, which was ac-
tive not just in the South but in many 
northern cities as well, endeavored to ter-
rorize blacks and Jews, of course, but 
also, it is easy to forget, Catholics. If you 
doubt that this sort of knee-jerk opposi-
tion to Catholicism endured well into the 

twentieth century, I would recommend 
you consult some of the histrionic rheto-
ric used by the opponents of John F. Ken-
nedy during the presidential campaign of 
1960. The dean of American historians, 
Arthur Schlesinger, Sr., summed up this 
trend in his oft-repeated remark that prej-
udice against Catholics is “the deepest 
bias in the history of the American 
people.” 

So when I see mobs of people tearing 
down and desecrating statues of a great 
Catholic saint, canonized just five years 
ago by Pope Francis, how can I not see 
the ugly specter of anti-Catholicism rais-
ing its head? We are passing through a 
Jacobin moment in our cultural history, 
and such periods are dangerous indeed, 
for there is no clear indication what can 
stop their momentum. So in this case, 
what’s next? Shall we tear down the mis-
sions themselves, the moral equivalents 
of death camps? Shall we call into ques-
tion the Catholic faith and institutions 
that Junípero Serra brought to these 
shores? One can only hope that cooler 
heads will prevail and that responsible 
people might bring to an end this ridicul-
ous and dangerous attempt to erase Padre 
Serra. 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary 

bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
and the founder of Word on Fire Catholic 
Ministries.

Bishop Robert 
Barron 

 
Word on Fire  

Ministries
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Voces Catolicas

Educación católica en 
favor de la vida en  

tiempos de pandemia
No basta decir como católicos que la 

vida es sagrada. Nuestras acciones tienen 
que reflejar lo que afirmamos con nues-
tras palabras. Históricamente la educa-
ción es una manera efectiva de hacer esto. 
Sin embargo, en estos tiempos de pan-
demia tenemos que hacer algunos ajustes. 
  

Más que una educación católica que 
enseñe sobre la vida, en este momento 
necesitamos una educación católica que 
diligentemente enseñe maneras prácticas 
de proteger la vida. Al decir "prácticas", 
lo que tengo en mente es maneras preci-
sas, simples, rápidas y de amplia cober-
tura. 

Éste no es un momento para conten-
tarnos con meras abstracciones teológicas 
o filosóficas, o para imaginar mundos po-
sibles mientras escapamos del mundo en 
el que vivimos, o para afianzarnos en 
nuestras ideologías políticas. Miles de 
personas a nuestro alrededor están mu-
riendo. No hay garantía de que la vida de 
quienes contraen el virus volverá a la nor-
malidad. 

Observo con gran preocupación el 

número cada vez más grande de personas 
infectadas por el COVID-19 y el que mu-
chas personas sigan muriendo por causa 
del virus. Si hay alguna campaña educa-
tiva para prevenir el contagio masivo que 
está ocurriendo, parece que no está fun-
cionando. Quizás las personas no están 
escuchando. Es posible que muchas estén 
confundidas. Nuestra gente necesita escu-
char el mensaje de manera repetida.   

Las iglesias están en una posición 
perfecta para llevar mensajes de preven-
ción y cuidado de la salud directamente a 
personas y familias. Las iglesias tienen  
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Hosffman  
Ospino 

Catholic News Service 
 

Caminando Juntos

Una experiencia de discriminación
Hay personas desconcertadas por las 

marchas por la justicia social. Un hombre 
quien trabaja en los campos sacando el 
petróleo dijo recientemente en Tulsa, 
Oklahoma: "Aquí todos son iguales, sin 
tener en cuenta su color. Permanecen si 
pueden hacer el trabajo; si no, los despa-
chan." No obstante, la situación, como 
siempre, es mucho más compleja. 

Cuando mi familia se mudo de Nuevo 
México a Colorado en los años 1940, po-
díamos conseguir empleo sólo en los 
campos de la agricultura. Se justificaba 
eso con el juicio de que no éramos ca-
paces para otro tipo de trabajo. Nuestro 
jefe nos decía que no nos ayudaría la edu-
cación. Según él, nuestro destino era tra-
bajar en la siembra, cultivo y cosecha de 
los vegetales. Sería inútil anhelar otra op-
ción. 

Ese prejuicio existía hasta en la igle-
sia, que consideraba a los latinos inca-
paces para ser sacerdotes o religiosos. El 
arzobispo Urban J. Vehr de Denver dijo 
en una ocasión que no tenía latinos en su 
seminario porque no podían cumplir con 
sus requisitos. Pero hoy día hay muchos 
latinos sirviendo con distinción como sac-
erdotes, religiosos, hermanas y obispos 
por todo el país. 

En mi familia no creíamos que éra-
mos inferiores y perseveramos en las es-
cuelas. Cuando me gradué de escuela 
superior, me inscribí y completé un curso 
en contabilidad, pasé un examen en el 
servicio civil federal y conseguí un 
puesto de contador en el Parque Nacional 

de Rocky Mountain, en Estes Park, Col-
orado. Me encantaba el trabajo y todo iba 
bien. 

Pero eso cambió después de dos años. 
El jefe de la oficina se enfermó y, después 
de varios meses, se jubiló. Mi supervisor, 
Wallace O. McCaw, nombre que jamás 
olvidaré, avanzó al puesto de jefe de la 
oficina. Yo asumí los deberes de McCaw, 
contador principal, y continué cum-
pliendo los míos como su asistente, sin 
avanzar profesionalmente. 

Finalmente, McCaw me dijo que 
pronto llegaría un nuevo empleado. Era 
un joven sin educación o experiencia en 
contabilidad que trabajaba en el manteni-
miento de las carreteras del parque. 
"Cuando llegue", dijo McCaw, "quiero 
que le enseñes todo lo que tu sabes, y 
cuando el aprenda todo él va a ser tu 
jefe." Quedé horrorizado. 

"¿Si yo conozco el sistema y hago no 
solo mis deberes, pero también los suyos, 
porque no puedo ser el jefe del nuevo  
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Buscando Vida

Algunos secretos  
dignos de ser conocidos

Los monjes tienen secretos dignos de 
ser conocidos, y estos pueden ser inapre-
ciables cuando una pandemia de corona-
virus está obligando a millones de 
nosotros a vivir como monjes. 

A causa de la pandemia del Covid-19, 
millones de nosotros hemos sido obliga-
dos a permanecer en casa, trabajar desde 
casa, practicar el distanciamiento social 
de todos excepto los de nuestra propia 
casa y tener un contacto social mínimo 
con el exterior. Hablando en cierto modo, 
esto nos ha vuelto monjes a muchos de 
nosotros, nos guste o no. ¿Cuál es el se-
creto para tener éxito ahí? 

Bueno, yo no soy monje, ni experto 
en salud mental, así que lo que comparto 
aquí no es exactamente la regla de san 
Benito ni una serie de herramientas profe-
sionales de salud mental. Es el fruto de lo 
que he aprendido de los monjes y de vivir 
en el toma y daca de una comunidad reli-
giosa durante cincuenta años. 

Aquí van diez consejos para vivir 
cuando estamos, efectivamente, confina-
dos en casa, esto es, viviendo una situ-
ación en la que no tenemos mucha 
privacidad, estamos obligados a hacer 
mucha vida en un círculo pequeño, afron-
tamos largas horas en las que tenemos 

que luchar para encontrar cosas que nos 
den energía, y nos encontramos durante 
buenos periodos de tiempo frustrados, 
aburridos, impacientes y aletargados. 
¿Cómo sobrevive uno y tiene éxito en esa 
situación? 

1. Crea una costumbre. Esa es la 
clave. Es lo que hace el monje. Crea una 
detallada costumbre para las horas de tu 
día como si fuera un presupuesto finan-
ciero. Haz esto bien práctico: pon en lista 
las cosas que necesitas hacer cada día y 
colócalas en un horario concreto, y luego 
ajústate a eso como una disciplina, aun 
cuando parezca rígido y opresivo. Resiste 
a la tentación de ir simplemente con la 
corriente de tu energía y humor, o hacerte   
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Cancelando al Padre Serra
Acabo de recibir la noticia de que, 

después de votar para retirar una gran es-
tatua de san Junípero Serra que se en-
cuentra frente a su ayuntamiento, el 
gobierno de Ventura, California (que está 
en mi región pastoral) está considerando 
ahora la posibilidad de retirar la imagen 
del Padre Serra del sello de la ciudad y de 
las insignias de los oficiales de policía de 
Ventura. Todo este esfuerzo por borrar la 
memoria de Serra es desde el punto de 
vista histórico ridículo y desde el punto 
de vista moral más que un poco aterrador. 

Déjenme abordar el lado ridículo 
primero. Para decirlo sin rodeos, Junípero 
Serra está siendo utilizado como un con-
veniente chivo expiatorio de ciertos abu-
sos inherentes al colonialismo español del 
siglo XVIII. ¿Fueron reales esos abusos? 
Por supuesto. ¿Pero fue el Padre Serra 
personalmente responsable de ellos? Por 
supuesto que no. No negaré ni por un mo-
mento que Serra probablemente se dedicó 
a ciertas prácticas disciplinarias que con 
razón consideraríamos moralmente cues-
tionables, pero la abrumadora evidencia 
sugiere que fue un gran amigo de los pue-
blos nativos; que buscó, una y otra vez, 
protegerlos del maltrato de las autori-
dades civiles; y que presidía misiones 
donde se enseñaban a los pueblos indíge-
nas habilidades útiles y se les iniciaba en 
la fe cristiana. Sugerir, como lo hicieron 
algunos de los que pedían el retiro de su 
estatua, que Serra era el equivalente 
moral de Hitler y sus misiones el equiv-
alente moral de los campos de concentra-

ción es nada menos que difamatorio. 
No es exagerado afirmar que de las 

misiones establecidas por Junípero Serra 
surgió gran parte de la vida política y cul-
tural del estado de California. Muchas de 
nuestras ciudades más grandes, San 
Diego, Los Ángeles, San Francisco, Santa 
Bárbara, y sí, Ventura, fueron construidas 
sobre los cimientos de las misiones. Y no 
dudaré en decirlo: la difusión de la fe 
cristiana en esta parte del mundo tuvo 
lugar en gran parte gracias al trabajo de 
Junípero Serra y sus colegas, ¡y esto es 
algo bueno! Jesús les dijo a sus primeros 
seguidores que fueran a todo el mundo y 
predicaran la Buena Nueva, no como un 
mensaje de opresión sino de liberación 
espiritual. Fue precisamente en respuesta 
a esa llamada apostólica que fray Juníp-
ero dejó Mallorca, cruzó el océano y pasó 
el resto de su vida proclamando a Cristo a 
aquellos que no lo conocían. Aunque es 
políticamente incorrecto decirlo hoy, este 
tipo de evangelismo entusiasta debe ser  
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Word on Fire  

Ministries



In the news recently: An amusement 
park in Japan encouraged roller-coaster 
riders not to scream. Screaming is a great 
way to project COVID-19 particles into the 
air for a much farther distance than speak-
ing. It's why most parishes are encouraging 
their congregations not to sing during Mass. 

But the park offered a helpful sugges-
tion to terrified riders: "Scream inside your 
heart." 

This admonition, hilarious and darkly 
poetic at the same time, is what captured 
headlines. Along with distancing and wea-
ring masks, the amusement park was se-
riously cautioning visitors to scream 
silently, with bonuses promised to those 
who could hush their fright. 

It didn't take long for the online world 
to proclaim this as our mantra for the year 
2020: Scream in your heart. 

I was reminded of arriving at the hospi-
tal years ago to give birth to my first child. 
As I was being shown into my labor and de-
livery room, I heard loud, piercing screams 
coming down the hallway. 

"Why is that woman screaming?" I 
asked. No one had mentioned this in child-
birth class. 

"She's having a baby," the nurse said, in 
a tone implying I must be an idiot. Where 
did I think I was? 

I resolved not to scream, and through 
three childbirths I never did, nor saw the 

need to. So maybe I could win a bonus at 
the Japanese amusement park as I've proven 
to be a good silent screamer in my heart. 

But should I be? 
In laughing about this in a group text, 

one of my daughters admitted that during 
this time of COVID, "I'm constantly 
screaming inside my heart." 

In faith sharing groups and in calls with 
friends, I find more of us admitting in this 
COVID summer to having days when we 
"cry for no reason." Sharing this, maybe cal-
ling a friend for a good cry, and then a 
laugh, is better than screaming silently in 
my heart. 

Meanwhile, in a large city, another 
daughter's boyfriend has returned to work as 
a cook in a small bar and restaurant. They 
can't allow anyone inside, but serve car-
ryout, including alcoholic beverages. So   
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Language — Veiling or unveiling 
moral truth?

To sanction or encourage certain 
wrongful actions, it is often necessary to 
manipulate language. The plain meaning 
of words can get in the way of convincing 
others they should tolerate or participate 
in wrongdoing, or otherwise embrace sit-
uations of evil or injustice. Verbal obfus-
cation becomes necessary to veil evident 
moral truths. 

A recently-published book by Laura 
Fabrycky, the wife of a U.S. diplomat in 
Berlin, offers insight into this phenome-
non during the Nazi regime. Fabrycky 
served for several years as a tour guide to 
the house of anti-Nazi dissident and Lu-
theran pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Fabrycky describes how bewildered 
she was coming across a seemingly mun-
dane bureaucratic memorandum in an ex-
hibition catalogue. Only after reading it 
through several times did its meaning 
begin to "coalesce with nauseating clarity. 
It concerned vehicles … that the Nazis 
designed to kill people — Jewish people, 
mostly. These mobile units killed through 
asphyxiation. Nazis loaded Jewish people 
into them, filled the vehicles with carbon 
monoxide, and then emptied the dead 
from the killing machines. Whoever 
wrote the memo, however, used language 
to tap dance, delicately, almost sooth-
ingly, around the subject at hand to ob-
scure the heavy murderous footfall of its 
horrific realities. … The quicksand sen-
tences swallowed more than they said; 
these ear-ticklers softened the blow that 
plain and direct speech would easily level 
on human conscience.”  

The careful hijacking of language by 
purveyors of wrongdoing described by 
Fabrycky is a widely-deployed tactic in 
the battle for the soul of every culture. 
The phenomenon is especially prevalent 
when discussing bioethical situations in 
which the human person and the human 
body are systematically violated, often 
under the aegis of the medical profession 
and the health sciences.  

A current example can be found in 
the April 2020 issue of the Mayo Clinic 
Proceedings in an article entitled "Fertil-
ity Preservation for Transgender Individ-
uals: A Review." The problem of fertility 
preservation in transgender individuals, of 
course, arises precisely because physi-
cians carry out interventions that delib-
erately disrupt and suppress healthy 
hormonal physiology and mutilate 
healthy sexual anatomy to the point that 
properly functioning fertility may be per-
manently lost. 

The authors consequently attempt to 
identify ways to “salvage” fertility while 
carrying out, or in the wake of, direct 
medical attacks on the human body. 
Throughout the article, the destructive in-
terventions are carefully veiled by the al-
most compulsive use of jargon such as 
"gender-affirming hormone therapy and 
gender-affirming surgery." Such euphe-
misms obscure the fact that the proce-
dures, while affirming subjective gender 
feelings, most decidedly do not affirm ob-
jective biology.  

The article would read quite differ-
ently if such phrases were replaced by 
“biology-opposing” surgery or “biology-

denying” hormone therapy. Similarly, if 
one were to replace "gender-affirming" 
with the more accurate "fertility-denying" 
or "fertility-destroying" therapy, the 
moral implications and objections sur-
rounding these "treatments" would come 
into much clearer focus. The use of tap-
dancing and ear-tickling language, ho-
wever, veils the reality of unethical 
medicine directed against the human per-
son. 

Similar tap-dancing is evident in the 
morally problematic world of infertility 
treatments and in vitro fertilization. As 
David Dodge notes in his 2014 New York 
Times article, “Fertility clinics, in particu-
lar, have mastered the art of sperm donor 
doublespeak.” Instead of the clinic’s staff 
“greeting me with, 'This way, please, to 
the masturbation room,' … at my sched-
uled ‘donation time,’ a technician guides 
me to the ‘collection room,’ points out my 
various ‘entertainment options,’ and 
hands me a sterile cup for my ‘specimen.’ 
I realize all this veiled terminology is sup-
posed to make the process less awkward 
for me. Somehow, though, it just makes 
things worse.” 

Msgr. William Smith, the late and re-
nowned moral theologian at New York’s 
Dunwoody Seminary, once quipped that 
had society been courageous enough 
years ago to speak frankly about the issue 
of contraception, it would have termed it 
“life prevention” rather than “birth con-
trol.” That would have led to a much dif-
ferent social dialogue regarding the 
ethical and medical harms of contracep-
tion. It would be hard to imagine hus-
bands asking their wives the question, 
“Honey, did you remember to pick up the 
Life Prevention Pills at the pharmacy 
today?” 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, ver-
bal gymnastics have also been evident in 
media headlines like, “Abortion Services 
Unavailable During the Lockdown,” or 
“Texas Clinics Resume Abortion Serv-
ices.” Abortion, of course, is never a “ser-
vice,” but rather a lethal disservice for 
every pre-born human victim it ensnares. 
The moral nausea caused by such direct 
acts of killing almost demands linguistic 
recasting to tickle our ears and assuage 
our consciences. 

Fabrycky’s provocative encounter 
with the Nazi memo led her to conclude 
that “even language has a morality, or im-
morality, in whether it discloses or seals 
off facts and responsible thought, in 
whether it serves the truth or lies. … Lan-
guage often does our thinking for us. We 
take in words and phrases like air, and 
this ambient language forms our thoughts 
without ever stimulating our minds to in-
terrogate them.”

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 
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For the Journey

COVID and encounter

Our vanishing children
An Associated Press report revealed 

June 29 that the Chinese government has 
devised a widespread plan amounting to 
the "demographic genocide" of its Uighur 
population through forced sterilization. 

It appears to be designed to either dras-
tically curb or totally eradicate the Muslim 
population in the Xinjiang region and is 
being enforced through fines and penalties 
including imprisonment in detention 
camps. According to the report, the goal is 
to "purge (the Uighurs) of their faith and 
identity" so to assimilate them into the Han 
Chinese culture. Forced abortions have 
been among the horrors endured. 

Data indicates that birthrates in regions 
heavily populated by the Uighurs dropped 
by more than 60% from 2015 to 2018, and 
last year in Xinjiang the birthrate dropped 
another 24%. 

Journalists, politicians and humanitar-
ian organizations have unequivocally de-
nounced the campaign. The U.S. 
Department of the Treasury issued sanc-
tions on July 9 in connection with the 
abuse. 

The fact that so many are clear-eyed 
about the systematic eradication of a pop-
ulation — and the means used to achieve it 
— is good. Whenever people recognize the 
"throwaway culture" and the "culture of 
death" spoken of by Pope Francis and St. 
John Paul II, we should applaud. To forc-
ibly take away a people's future is a grave 
moral evil. 

"God bequeaths children," said Gulnar 
Omirzakh, one woman who has been ster-

ilized. "To prevent people from having 
children is wrong." 

But what happens when a population 
does not want to perpetuate itself? Is it as 
worrisome or morally problematic? What 
does it say about a people? 

These are questions that we Americans 
might ask ourselves. The decline of our 
own population has not garnered much at-
tention, nor has it generated any unani-
mous moral judgment. That may be 
because it is slower, or because it is par-
tially of our own choosing. Yet its implica-
tions are no less serious. 

Just five days before the story of the 
Uighurs broke, Lyman Stone and W. Brad-
ford Wilcox reported in Newsweek that the 
U.S. fertility rate will drop to 1.7 children 
per woman this year, the lowest rate in our 
history. This number falls below the "re-
placement level" needed to stabilize the 
population (excluding immigration). Ac-
cording to the authors: 

"For years, demographers have been  
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Cartoon CornerAn experience with racial injustice
There are some people who are puzzled by the 

marches for racial justice. A man who works in the oil 
fields said recently in Tulsa: "Everyone there is the 
same regardless of color. If you can do the work, you 
stay; if you can't, you go home." But the problem, 
now as always, is much more complex than that. 

When we moved from New Mexico to Colorado 
in the 1940s, the only place we could find work was 
in the fields. The practice of denying Hispanics em-
ployment anywhere else was justified by the belief 
that we were incapable of anything other than com-
mon labor. The farmer we worked for told us that, no 
matter how much schooling we got, we would end up 
in the fields planting, thinning, hoeing and harvesting 
sugar beets and other vegetables. 

Such views were even common in the church, 
where for a long time Hispanics were thought to be 
unfit to become priests. Urban J. Vehr, then the arch-
bishop of Denver, once said he had no Mexicans in 
the seminary because they did not meet his standards. 
Of course, now we have many priests, sisters, brothers 
and bishops who have distinguished themselves. 

In my family, we persevered in school and, after 
graduating from high school in 1948, I completed a 
year's course in accounting, took a civil service exam 
and was hired as an assistant fiscal accounting clerk 
by Rocky Mountain National Park in Estes Park, Col-
orado. I loved the work and did it well. 

After two years, however, I ran into a roadblock. 
The chief clerk became ill and after a few months, re-
tired. My boss, a man named Wallace O. McCaw, 
moved up to chief clerk and I assumed McCaw's 
duties while continuing to do mine. Finally, after sev-
eral more months, McCaw told me the vacancy was 
being filled. 

He told me a young man on the park service road 
crew with no education or experience in accounting 
would soon be joining us. McCaw said — I will never 
forget his words — "When our new hire arrives, I 
want you to teach him all you know, and, when he 
learns it, he is going to be your boss." I was appalled, 

and asked: 
"Since I am doing your work as well as mine and 

know everything about the accounting system, why 
can't I be his boss?" 

"Because that is the way it is," he said. I decided 
then and there that I would not be a part of that 
scheme. Soon after, I submitted my resignation and 
enrolled at Colorado State University, where I discov-
ered that journalism was the best career choice for 
me. 

The experience at Rocky Mountain National Park 
could have left me bitter, but fortunately, I sub-
sequently found that McCaw's view was not shared by 
other park employees. 

After my freshman year, I applied for summer 
work at the park service and, to my surprise, was of-
fered not just a job but a crew leader's position in a 
program to combat a blister rust disease that was kill-
ing the white pine forests in the park. In addition, I 
was trained as a forest firefighter and selected as a fire 
line foreman when we were flown to Yellowstone Na-
tional Park to douse a huge forest fire. 

I did that every summer, the last one as the overall 
onsite supervisor of the blister rust control program in 
Glacier National Park in Montana. Then when I was 
in graduate school and got married, my bride and I 
spent the delightful summer manning a fire lookout 
on an 11,000-foot-high mountain at Rocky Mountain 
National Park. 

As my mother always said, God takes care of us.

How Catholic organizations are weathering the pandemic
It is no surprise that Catholic dioceses, parishes, 

schools and organizations have been profoundly af-
fected by the coronavirus pandemic. With unemploy-
ment impacting so many Catholic families, as well as 
the canceling of Masses and their offertory collections, 
many Catholic institutions and the communities they 
serve are in precarious shape. 

A recent survey of bishops by the Center for Ap-
plied Research in the Apostolate showed that nearly 
50% of Catholic dioceses have eliminated or consid-
ered eliminating diocesan programs. The Archdiocese 
of New York has announced the closing of 20 schools, 
and other dioceses may soon follow suit. CARA re-
ported 17% of dioceses have been forced to furlough or 
lay off workers, and more shoes are likely to drop if 
this crisis lasts into the fall. 

These statistics — like all the statistics coming 
from this relentless pandemic — can be numbing. Yet 
what we are talking about is our neighbors and their 
families: teachers, maintenance workers, secretaries, 
workers in Catholic Charities agencies, bookkeepers. 
We are talking about families that are suffering not just 
from the threat of the disease but also the threat of un-
employment or reduced income. 

All of which is why Catholics have been upset 
about a July 10 Associated Press story suggesting that 
it was somehow wrong for Catholic organizations, dio-
ceses and parishes to receive emergency loans under 
the government's Paycheck Protection Program. The 
AP published a long article detailing the Catholic 
Church's "special and unprecedented exemption" to 

"amass at least $1.4 billion in taxpayer-backed corona-
virus aid, with millions going to dioceses that have 
paid huge settlements ... because of clergy sexual abuse 
cover-ups." 

The AP stitched together a wealth of implications: 
That the church should not receive government funds, 
while also implying that it was somehow bailing out 
the church from its sex abuse liabilities. 

What was unsaid was that the "special exemption" 
was afforded to all religious groups, an exemption ap-
proved by Congress and signed by the president. Nor 
did the law that was passed say that any company or 
organization facing lawsuits was to be excluded. The 
loans were intended to help meet payrolls and keep or-
ganizations and companies afloat, and that is just what 
they did. 

It felt like a cheap shot by the AP at a favorite 
punching bag, overlooking the reality of this pandemic 
and the needs of parishes and dioceses, but also over-
looking all the ways that Catholic organizations have 

been helping communities suffering the impact of the 
pandemic. 

"The Catholic Church is the largest nongovernmen-
tal supplier of social services in the United States," 
said Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City 
and chair of the U.S. bishops' domestic policy commit-
tee in response to the AP story. He said the loans al-
lowed "essential ministries to continue to function in a 
time of national emergency." 

"These loans have been an essential lifeline to keep 
hundreds of thousands of employees on payroll, ensure 
families maintain their health insurance and enable lay 
workers to continue serving their brothers and sisters 
during this crisis," he added. 

Many jobs were saved by the PPP loans, but thou-
sands continue to be at risk. Catholics have been slow 
to return to Mass because of the continued threat of the 
pandemic, and churches are closing again in California 
and elsewhere. 

There are two lessons from all of this. The first is 
that your parish, your diocese, your school, your Cath-
olic Charities office need your help. If you can give, 
please give. The crisis is far from over. 

The second is that the AP story is exactly why we 
need a dynamic, responsive Catholic press. We need to 
be able to tell our story, honestly and fully. We can't 
count on others to get it right. 

- - - 
Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief of Catholic 

News Service, can be reached at gerlandson@catholic-
news.com.

Greg Erlandson 
Catholic News Service 
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comunidad cristiana, donde descubrimos nuestra identi-
dad más profunda como hijos amados de Dios en com-
unión con nuestros hermanos y hermanas. A partir de 
ahí, Dios nos llama a convertirnos en discípulos mision-
eros y alcanzar y compartir las buenas nuevas con los 
demás. 

La catequesis incluye tanto el mensaje presentado 
como la forma en que se presenta. La forma en que lle-
vamos a cabo algo es tan importante como el objetivo 
que estamos persiguiendo. Es el testimonio de la vida lo 
que hace que un catequista sea un catequista y no solo 
un maestro. El joven de hoy “escucha más a gusto a los 
que dan testimonio que a los que enseñan, o si escuchan 
a los que enseñan es porque dan testimonio” (Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, no. 41). La persona que somos es más im-
portante que cualquier libro de texto o técnica pedagóg-

ica. 
La verdad de Dios es infinita. Es un pozo profundo 

del cual podemos continuar extrayendo agua pura y re-
frescante por el resto de nuestras vidas. La belleza de la 
sabiduría de Dios es como una cebolla con capas infini-
tas. Después de despegar una capa, siempre hay más 
capas por descubrir. Somos aprendices de por vida, y 
una de las mejores maneras de aprender más acerca de 
nuestra fe católica es servir como catequistas. A medida 
que acompañamos a nuestros estudiantes, abriéndonos a 
sus preguntas, nos sentimos inspirados a buscar más 
respuestas, y gradualmente aprendemos con ellos en el 
proceso. 

Los catequistas están en el corazón de la Iglesia. 
Son conscientes de sus limitaciones personales, pero 
aun así agradecen la llamada al servicio. Confían en su 
relación viva con el Señor, desean vivir la vida cristiana 
con autenticidad, quieren seguir creciendo, y se ponen a 
disposición para ayudar a otros. El catequista es un fa-
cilitador de la experiencia de la fe, reconociendo humil-

demente que él o ella no está a cargo en última instan-
cia. La poderosa gracia de Dios está actuando en el co-
razón del oyente a través de la ayuda del Espíritu Santo. 

El ministerio de catequesis en nuestra diócesis se 
lleva a cabo en una variedad de niveles. Incluye educa-
ción religiosa de niños y adolescentes, ministerio juve-
nil, formación de fe para adultos y la formación de 
nuevos católicos a través del RICA. La catequesis se 
lleva a cabo en parroquias, en prisiones, y en campus 
universitarios. Incluye sesiones en persona en el aula, 
entrenamiento de aprendizaje en el hogar, y métodos 
virtuales. La pandemia actual del coronavirus presenta 
muchos desafíos nuevos, pero el Espíritu Santo nos ayu-
dará a pensar fuera de la caja y a encontrar formas nue-
vas y creativas de compartir el don de la fe. 

Si usted está dispuesto a considerar el papel de cate-
quista, comuníquese con su parroquia local o con la 
Oficina diocesana de Evangelización y Catequesis al 
325-651-7500 o  
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org.
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empleado?" pregunté. 
McCaw respondió: "Porque así son las cosas." 
En ese momento decidí que no iba a tolerar esa in-

justicia. En unas semanas, renuncié y me inscribí en la 
Universidad Estatal de Colorado donde descubrí mi vo-
cación como periodista. Lo que pasó con McCaw no 

me dejó con resentimiento porque descubrí que otros 
oficiales del parque no compartían su prejuicio. 

Al terminar el primer año en la universidad, apliqué 
por trabajo de verano en el parque. Sorprendentemente, 
me ofrecieron puesto de capataz en un programa que 
combatía una enfermedad que secaba a los bosques de 
pinabetes blancos. Además, me entrenaron para com-
batir incendios en los bosques y, como miembro de un 
equipo especial, me enviaron por avión a combatir a un 
incendio enorme en el Parque Nacional De Yellowstone 

en Wyoming, también como capataz. 
Hice eso todos los veranos de mi carrera universi-

taria, el último como director del programa en el 
Parque Nacional de Glacier en Montana. Luego, 
cuando estudiaba para mi maestría y me casé, yo y mi 
esposa pasamos un verano bellísimo operando una es-
tación para vigilar contra incendios. Estaba en la cum-
bre de un pico a 11,000 pies sobre el nivel del mar en el 
parque Rocky Mountain 

Como decía mi Mamá, Dios nos cuida.

SANDOVAL 
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fight racism. But if Black Lives Matter does not in-
clude the unborn babies in its movement it loses its 
credibility. 

The unborn are crying for our attention as we 
deal with the evil of abortion and pleading with us to 
save their precious lives made in the image and like-
ness of God, each one a Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
Sadly, some who strongly promote the right to kill 
unborn babies in the womb want to give this brutal 
evil Constitutional protection.  

Pope Francis and the U.S. bishops firmly con-
demn racism in all its forms and support all efforts 
to eradicate this evil in society, and they clearly re-
mind us that abortion is the preeminent priority of 
all the many important life issues. This is the right of 

rights and without it all other rights collapse. While 
we promote and defend this first right, yes, we must 
courageously pray and work to protect all other 
human rights at every stage of life. In his memorable 
document “The Gospel of Life,” St. Pope John Paul 
II has made the life of the unborn and the evil of 
abortion a doctrine of our Catholic faith. The earliest 
form of segregation and child abuse is abortion, a 
heinous crime, an abomination in God’s eyes. 

The Holy Spirit in the word of God says about 
each human person ever made since Adam and Eve, 
“I praise you, for I am wonderfully made … you knit 
me in my mother’s womb” (Ps 139). “From my 
mother’s womb he gave me my name … you formed 
me as his servant from the womb” (Is 49). “Before I 
formed you in the womb, I knew you” (Jer 1). “Since 
my mother’s womb, you have been my strength … 
on you I depend from birth” (Ps 71). About the visit 
of Mary with Jesus in her womb, Elizabeth pro-

claims, “Most blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb … the infant in my 
womb leaped with joy” (Lk 1:42-44). 

From the moment of conception, unborn babies 
are unique, living human beings made in the wonder-
ful image and likeness of God — little tiny Temples 
of the Holy Spirit. They are children at the earliest 
stage of development. Abortion does not merely end 
a pregnancy, it destroys a life — the life of a pre-
cious, valuable, irreplaceable child. What marvelous, 
divine gift is every human being and the wonderful 
privilege given to a mother and father in marriage to 
cooperate with God to bring a new person, a new 
Temple of the Holy Spirit, into our world. ALL 
HUMAN LIFE INDEED GREATLY MATTERS, 
BOTH THE BORN AND UNBORN. 

 
Fraternally yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Michael Pfeifer, OMI 
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identity as a beloved child of God in communion 
with our brothers and sisters. From there, God calls 
us to become missionary disciples and to reach out 
and share the good news with others. 

Catechesis includes both the message presented 
and the way in which it is presented. The way we 
carry something out is just as important as the goal 
we are pursuing. It is the witness of life that makes a 
catechist a catechist and not just a teacher. Today’s 
young person “listens more willingly to witnesses 
than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it 
is because they are witnesses” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 
no. 41). The person we are is more important than 
any textbook or pedagogical technique. 

God’s truth is infinite. It is a deep well from 

which we can continue to draw pure, refreshing 
water for the rest of our lives. The beauty of God’s 
wisdom is like an onion with infinite layers. After 
we peel off one layer, there are always more layers 
to discover. We are life-long learners, and one of the 
greatest ways to learn more about our Catholic faith 
is to serve as a catechist. As we accompany our stu-
dents, opening ourselves to their questions, we are 
inspired to seek further answers, and we gradually 
learn with them in the process. 

Catechists are at the heart of the church. They 
are aware of their personal limitations, but they still 
welcome the call to service. They rely on their living 
relationship with the Lord, they desire to live the 
Christian life with authenticity, they want to keep 
growing, and they make themselves available to help 
others. The catechist is a facilitator of the experience 
of faith, humbly recognizing that he or she is not ul-
timately in charge. The powerful grace of God is at 

work in the heart of the listener through the help of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The ministry of catechesis in our diocese is car-
ried out on a variety of levels. It includes religious 
education of children and teenagers, youth ministry, 
adult faith formation, and the formation of new 
Catholics through the RCIA. Catechesis is carried 
out at parishes, in prisons, and on college campuses. 
It includes in-person classroom sessions, coaching of 
at-home learning, and virtual methods. The current 
coronavirus pandemic presents many new chal-
lenges, but the Holy Spirit will help us think outside 
the box and find new, creative ways to share the gift 
of faith. 

If you are willing to consider becoming a cate-
chist, please contact your local parish or the dioce-
san Office of Evangelization and Catechesis at 
325-651-7500 or  
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org. 
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dependiente de entretenimientos y cualquier distracción 
que se pueda encontrar para pasar tus días y tus noches. 

2. Lava y viste tu cuerpo cada día, como si fueras a 
salir al mundo y encontrarte con la gente. Resiste a la 
tentación de defraudar en higiene, vestuario y maquillaje. 
No pases la mañana en pijama: lávate y vístete con gusto. 
Cuando no haces esto, ¿qué vas a decir a tu familia? ¿No 
se merecen el esfuerzo? ¿Y qué te dirás a ti mismo? ¿No 
me merezco el esfuerzo? El desaliño se vuelve invari-
ablemente apatía y dejadez. 

3. Mira más allá de ti mismo y tus necesidades cada 
día para ver a otros y sus dolores y frustraciones. En esto 
no estás solo; los otros están soportando exactamente lo 
que tú eres. Nada hará tu día más duro de soportar que el 
excesivo autoenfoque y autocompasión. 

4. Consigue un lugar para estar solo durante algún 
tiempo cada día y ofrece a otros esa misma cortesía. No 
te disculpes de necesitar estar ausente para estar contigo 
mismo. Eso es un imperativo para la salud mental, no una 

reclamación egoísta. Da a otros ese espacio. A veces 
necesitas estar aparte, no precisamente por tu propia 
causa sino por la causa de los otros. Los monjes viven 
una intensa vida de comunidad, pero cada uno tiene tam-
bién una celda privada a la que retirarse. 

5. Ten cada día una práctica contemplativa que in-
cluya la oración. En el programa que organices para ti, 
marca al menos media hora o una hora cada día para al-
guna práctica contemplativa: orar, leer la escritura, leer 
algo de un libro serio, escribir un diario, pintar un retrato, 
pintar una valla, crear un artefacto, arreglar algo, cultivar 
el jardín, escribir poesía, componer una canción, empezar 
una biografía, escribir una larga carta a alguien a quien 
no has visto  durante años, cualquier cosa; pero haz algo 
que libere tu alma y le haga incluir alguna oración. 

6. Practica el “Sabbath” diariamente. El Sabbath no 
necesita ser un día; puede ser una hora. Date algo muy 
particular que anheles cada día, algo agradable y sensual: 
un baño caliente, un vaso de vino, un cigarro en el patio, 
una nueva representación de una vieja comedia favorita, 
una cabezada a la sombra en una silla de jardín, cualquier 
cosa: con tal de que sea hecha puramente para el disfrute. 
Haz de esto una disciplina. 

7. Practica el “Sabbath” semanalmente. Asegúrate de 
que sólo seis días de la semana están encerrados en tu 
costumbre establecida. Rompe la costumbre una vez a la 
semana. Aparta un día para el disfrute, un día en el que 
puedas desayunar hojuelas estando en pijama. 

8. Desafíate con algo nuevo. Esfuérzate intentando 
algo nuevo. Aprende una lengua nueva, empieza un 
nuevo pasatiempo, aprende a tocar un instrumento. Esta 
es una oportunidad que nunca has tenido. 

9. Dialoga sobre las tensiones que surgen en tu casa, 
aunque con cuidado. Las tensiones surgirán cuando estés 
viviendo en una pecera. Los monjes tienen reuniones de 
comunidad para desechar esas tensiones. Trata con los 
demás las tensiones de modo imparcial, pero con cui-
dado; las advertencias dañinas a veces nunca sanan por 
completo. 

10. Cuida tu cuerpo. No somos espíritus desencarna-
dos. Estate atento a tu cuerpo. Haz suficiente ejercicio 
cada día para mantener tu cuerpo en forma. Cuida de no 
usar la comida como compensación a tu monacato obli-
gado. Los monjes cumplen su dieta, excepto los días de 
fiesta. 

Los monjes tienen secretos dignos de ser conocidos.

ROLHEISER 
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celebrado, no excusado. La mayoría de los católicos en 
California hoy en día tienen la fe que aprecian porque el 
Padre Serra fue el primero en traerla aquí. 

Y esto me lleva al lado moralmente peligroso de 
este asunto. Cuando vi los videos de las estatuas de 
Serra siendo derribadas, quemadas, escupidas, pisotea-
das y profanadas en San Francisco y Los Ángeles, me 
estremecí, no sólo porque tal comportamiento era 
grosero e injustificado, sino también porque recordaba 
actividades muy similares en etapas anteriores de la his-
toria americana. A mediados y finales del siglo XIX, el 
anticatolicismo estaba muy extendido en los Estados 
Unidos, debido en parte a los prejuicios heredados del 
protestantismo, pero también a la llegada de grandes 

grupos de inmigrantes de países católicos, que eran con-
siderados inferiores. Un poderoso partido político, el 
“Saber nada”, se organizó precisamente en torno al 
tema de la oposición al catolicismo, y en muchas de las 
principales ciudades de nuestro país, conventos católi-
cos, parroquias, catedrales, estatuas e iglesias fueron 
quemadas hasta los cimientos por turbas indisciplina-
das. Además, en ese mismo período, el Ku Klux Klan, 
que estaba activo no sólo en el sur sino también en mu-
chas ciudades del norte, se esforzó por aterrorizar a los 
negros y a los judíos, por supuesto, pero también, es 
fácil de olvidar, a los católicos. Si dudas de que este 
tipo de oposición al catolicismo haya perdurado hasta 
bien entrado el siglo XX, les recomiendo que consulten 
la retórica histriónica utilizada por los oponentes de 
John F. Kennedy durante la campaña presidencial de 
1960. El decano de los historiadores americanos, Arthur 
Schlesinger, Sr., resumió esta tendencia en su repetido 

comentario de que el prejuicio contra los católicos es 
“el prejuicio más profundo en la historia del pueblo 
americano”. 

Así que, cuando veo multitudes de personas derri-
bando y profanando estatuas de un gran santo católico, 
canonizado hace sólo cinco años por el papa Francisco, 
¿cómo no ver el feo espectro del anticatolicismo levan-
tando la cabeza? Estamos pasando por un momento jac-
obino en nuestra historia cultural, y tales períodos son 
realmente peligrosos, ya que no hay una indicación 
clara de lo que puede detener su impulso. Así que, en 
este caso, ¿qué sigue? ¿Derribamos las misiones mis-
mas, los equivalentes morales de los campos de exter-
minio? ¿Debemos cuestionar la fe católica y las 
instituciones que Junípero Serra trajo a estas costas? 
Sólo se puede esperar que prevalezcan las cabezas frías 
y que los responsables pongan fin a este ridículo y peli-
groso intento de borrar al Padre Serra.

BARRON 
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una audiencia receptiva todas las semanas. En teoría, 
la Iglesia Católica en los Estados Unidos pudiese dis-
eminar estos mensajes de prevención y cuidado de 
salud a sus cerca de 70 millones de miembros. Aún si 
sólo la mitad escuchara, estaríamos influenciando a 
cerca del 10% de toda la población estadounidense 
con mensajes que pueden salvar vidas durante esta 
pandemia. 

Todos lo que los católicos hacemos para compar-
tir un mensaje inspirado por el Evangelio es educación 
católica. Esta educación ocurre en todas partes y en 
todo momento. Los católicos tenemos que tomar la 
iniciativa en este momento histórico y lanzar una cam-
paña educativa masiva para proteger la vida. Nadie se 
puede quedar con los brazos cruzados. 

Una campaña educativa necesita puntos centrales 
que han de ser repetidos de manera frecuente. Una 
campaña católica para proteger y salvar vidas puede 
hacer cuatro invitaciones. Primero, una invitación a 
ejercer el sentido común. Compartamos mensajes bá-
sicos sobre higiene y distanciamiento físico. 

Segundo, una invitación a actuar según los va-
lores que nos inspiran. Esta es una oportunidad para 
ofrecer una catequesis renovada sobre las virtudes de 
la prudencia, la justicia, la fortaleza y la templanza. 

Tercero, una invitación a vivir con integridad de 
tal manera que no seamos limitados por nuestros 
caprichos e intereses egoístas. Los compromisos éti-
cos católicos nos desafían a hacer lo que es correcto 
porque está fundamentado en la verdad, a entender la 
libertad como un regalo para acercarnos a la perfec-
ción, y a actuar siempre pensando en el bien común. 

Cuarto, una invitación a cultivar una conciencia 
formada a la luz del evangelio. Valoramos la vida de 

los demás en el aquí y el ahora de la historia, sin im-
portar el color de su piel o su cultura o su estatus so-
cial, simplemente porque son el rostro de Cristo, sin 
excepción alguna. 

Una campaña de este calibre exige que usemos 
todos los recursos posibles. Para que sea efectiva, la 
campaña debe ser consistente y repetitiva hasta que 
haya pasado la pandemia. ¿Pudieran los obispos escri-
bir una carta pastoral sobre este tema? ¡Por qué no! 
Toda homilía debiese hacer referencia a este mensaje 
de prevención. Los boletines parroquiales pudieran 
tener una página dedicada a él. Todos los esfuerzos de 
formación en la fe deberían estar acompañados de un 
mensaje de prevención y cuidado de la salud. Cierta-
mente necesitamos un currículo renovado. 

Todas las revistas y periódicos católicos deberían 
dedicar una sección visible a la campaña. Podemos 
comenzar ciclos regulares de conversación en los me-
dios de comunicación social. Quienes escriben blogs 
católicos pudieses jugar un papel muy importante. Las 
universidades y colegios católicos pueden integrar 
estos puntos en la experiencia del salón de clase, sus 
proyectos investigativos y otras prácticas educacion-
ales. 

Aprovechemos el potencial de la televisión cató-
lica. Teniendo en cuenta los muchos millones de per-
sonas a las que llega, me gustaría ver a la cadena 
EWTN a la vanguardia de esta campaña. La idea es 
que todos los días se escuche el mensaje. Cada ciclo 
de comerciales debiese tener uno relacionado con la 
campaña. Podemos hacer lo mismo a través de la 
radio católica.   

Este es un momento perfecto para salvar vidas. 
Hagamos historia en la manera que respondemos a los 
desafíos de esta pandemia como comunidad católica. 

- - - 
Ospino es profesor de teología y educación reli-

giosa en Boston College.
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culture. We have chosen to deny "what is":  God's order 
as revealed in his natural law, Scripture, and the teach-
ings of the church. This is evident in the acceptance, 
and even celebration, of disordered love manifested in 
fornication, homosexual behavior, transgenderism, etc. 
(Gal 5:19–21). We have ignored the truth of God's order 
in favor of selfish interests and desires, political correct-
ness, and power. We are in spiritual warfare with Satan, 
principalities and powers of darkness, and their demons 
that want to destroy us, our marriages and families, the 
church, our nation, and our Western culture (1 Pt 
5:8–11). 

On July 4, 2020, John Horvat wrote on the website 
of "Return to Order": "The America I and countless 
others celebrate is an America of ordered liberty, where 
freedom is only maintained when evil passions are re-
strained by strong moral principles. Thus I celebrate 
those ‘Ten Commandment’ Americans who still uphold 
a moral law that says right and wrong exist. They be-

lieve correctly that America will only be great if she is 
good. This America defends the institutions of family 
and faith that are so vehemently attacked. I celebrate an 
America that prays. These [‘Ten Commandment’ Amer-
icans] recognize that natural solutions have failed and 
we must appeal to God if we are to survive." 

As we are bombarded daily with news of disorder in 
our cities, including attempts to deny our national his-
tory, we ask the question, "How ought we to order our 
lives together?" (“The Catholic Thing," 6-25-20). 
Stephen P. White says there is no agreement about who 
and what we are. "Our malignant politics are a con-
sequence of our deep confusion about human nature. … 
The spirit of today would have us believe that we can 
make ourselves in our own image. It is an old lie, bereft 
of hope … that makes our common life all but impos-
sible. Politics that has eschewed nature and truth (and 
with it, justice and reason) is at an utter loss." What is 
our hope in the midst of the disorder we witness and ex-
perience? White says we need the radical Christian vi-
sion that often we are too timid to proclaim. "The only 
winning strategy for Christians is to be more radical in 
[our] love for and promotion of the Christian principles 

than … those in the anti-Christian cause" (Horvat). We 
need the Church to remind us who we are — sons and 
daughters of the Father, sinners for whom Christ suf-
fered, died, was resurrected, and promises eternal life. 
This is the Good News our lives must proclaim. White 
adds, "This task is likely to grow more difficult in the 
years to come. But not less important." 

"If you continue in my word, you are truly my dis-
ciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free" (Jn 8:31–32). We can know Jesus in the 
Holy Trinity, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and thus 
know who we are in relation to God, ourselves, and 
others — in God's order. God wants us to be liberated 
from the foolishness of relativism and Satan's decep-
tion, confusion, and division, and stand on his sure 
foundation of truth — WHAT IS. 

- - - 
Father Knick Knickerbocker is a retired priest of 

the Diocese of San Angelo, ordained under the Pastoral 
Provision which allows for the reception of married 
former Episcopalian priests into the Catholic Church. 
He and his wife, Sandie, write a monthly column for the 
West Texas Angelus.
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people to learn how to see God in all aspects of their life 
and how to share those stories with others, we must 
model it. When your family is going through a hard 
time, share how you still see God present despite the 
doubts and hardships. Be open about your doubts and 
struggles when it comes to faith. When things are going 
well, make sure you share with your children how you 
see God’s presence in that as well.  

Allow family members to witness each other in pri-
vate prayer. We must learn how to pray in the same way 
we learn how to walk and talk. At times, the best teacher 
can be the example we set. Do we allow others in our 
homes to see us in our private prayer times? Or do we 
feel we must always hide away to get that quiet time? 
Both are important. Maybe some of your private prayer 
time can be done at a time and in such a way that others 
in your household can witness as they go about their 
daily activities. Or it could include the family in an indi-
rect way. A friend once told me about how, when her 
children were still at home, she had a prayer jar that the 
children knew they could put anonymous prayer inten-
tions and requests into. She never looked at what they 

wrote, but she included those intentions in her daily 
prayers.  

If you are single, there are still ways you can be a 
domestic church. Establish personal traditions around 
feast days and your own baptism date. Offer your home 
as a place for friendship and hospitality. Invest in the 
lives of others. Be part of what I have termed an ex-
tended domestic church. 

Just like we have extended biological families, we 
can have extended domestic church families. For exam-
ple, I have a couple of friends who I share communal 
prayer with. We talk regularly about how God is present 
in our lives. If you have godchildren, find ways to inten-
tionally include them in your own domestic church and 
become part of theirs. My godson’s parents have been 
gracious in not only allowing me to be part of Aaron’s 
life, but the lives of all their children, as well as the life 
of their extended family. Being included in their domes-
tic church has enriched my own faith life in numerous 
ways. I like to think my presence in their lives has con-
tributed positively to their domestic church as well. If 
you have single friends, invite them to be part of your 
extended domestic church. Both sides will be blessed.  

While parents carry a heavy portion of the respon-
sibility of nurturing the domestic church, the parishes 
are not exempt from responsibility. Pope Francis, in 

Amoris Laetitia, says that the church is a family of fam-
ilies (no. 87). Parishes are responsible to help to those 
who are ill-prepared or feel inadequate to find ways to 
share their faith at home. In all our ministries, we must 
remember the context of the parish and build a bridge 
into the homes where the participants live. We must oc-
casionally evaluate all our ministries and how they can 
better partner with families and help to build that bridge 
between our programs and the domestic church.  

While nurturing a strong domestic church can seem 
intimidating, it is important to remember that it is not 
about being perfect. One of the beautiful things about 
the Catholic faith is the rich diversity the church offers 
us in devotions, prayers, images, and art. In the same 
way, the form each domestic church takes will be varied 
and diverse. It is not about saying the right prayers or 
having the right icons in our home. It is about living our 
faith in our real day-to-day lives with those closest to us. 
It is, in many ways, about sharing our faith through ac-
tions rather than words. Afterall, it is often the imperfect, 
humble, and joy-filled family that rarely preaches the 
faith because they are too busy living it that helps intro-
duce others to the love of God.  

- - - 
Alison Pope is an associate director of the Diocese 

of San Angelo’s Office of Evangelization and Catechesis. 
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shamelessly erasing this story of declining fertility, 
claiming it's merely a 'tempo' effect — meaning that 
lost births now will be made up later. But the rate at 
which women transition into parenthood has barely 
budged for women over age 35, even as it has plum-
meted for women under 35. There's no credible sign of 
a baby catch-up in the works." 

The reasons for this "baby bust" are many and var-
ied, but a chief factor was the 2008 recession. Though 
many predicted a rise once the economy recovered, it 
never came. Now COVID-19 is predicted to contribute 
to a sharp decline in the number of American children 
being born. The Brookings Institution is estimating a 
drop of up to half a million fewer births next year 
alone. 

This trend has serious sociological implications. 
First, it disproportionately affects Hispanic, Native 

American, Black and working-class white women. 
When we consider the growing divide between the 
"haves" and "have-nots" in this country — including 
material wealth, educational opportunities and mar-
riage outcomes — we will have to add family size to 
the disparities. Middle class and low-income families 
will have fewer children than they report they would 
like to because they cannot afford them, while wealth-
ier Americans will have more flexibility on family size. 

Second, a declining population will affect our 
country's future economic growth, prosperity and sta-
bility. As we are seeing in the wake of COVID-19, ab-
sent these goods, many people will suffer what are 
known as "deaths of despair." 

Third, elderly Americans will increasingly find 
themselves suffering from loneliness and isolation. 
Many will die without family members or loved ones; 
their final years will be spent in nursing homes or in 
the care of home health aides. Stone and Wilcox report 
that if we stay on our current trend, many men and 
women will find themselves without kin by the age of 
50. 

In a 2017 speech, retired Philadelphia Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput said the following: 

"The future belongs to people with children, not 
with things. Things rust and break. But every child is a 
universe of possibility that reaches into eternity, con-
necting our memories and our hopes in a sign of God's 
love across the generations. That's what matters. The 
soul of a child is forever." 

The eradication of Uighur children from China's 
population is a horrific way of cutting off a people's 
memory, identity and hope. We are right to recognize it 
as ghastly and apply pressure to reverse course. Their 
desire for posterity should stir up something similar in 
us. Our future literally depends on it. 

- - - 
Elise Italiano Ureneck is a communications con-

sultant and is a columnist for Catholic News Service.

URENECK 
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many people were gathering to consume their purchases on the 
street that they placed several socially distanced tables out-
doors. 

One morning, as the crew prepared to open, their first "cus-
tomer" arrived early. Unfortunately, there was a problem. She 
was naked. When the staff approached her at the table, she said 
someone had stolen her clothes. They called 911. 

Two things happened. Other customers came, took seats and 
ordered food. Occasionally, someone would ask a server, "Are 
you doing something about that?" pointing at the naked lady. 

Would I stop at a bar where one of the customers was 
naked? I think I'd move on. 

The other thing that happened was that while they were 
waiting for help to arrive, a woman who lived in an apartment 
above the bar came home and immediately said, "I'll go upstairs 
and get her some clothes." 

The naked lady rejected the clothes. But my day was bright-
ened by this Samaritan, on her way to a home above a bar, prof-
fering her own stuff to cover the nakedness of someone 
obviously screaming inside her heart. 

In his book, "In the Shelter: Finding a Home in the World," 
the Irish writer and poet Padraig O Tuama repeats this Irish say-
ing: "It is in the shelter of each other that the people live." 

Maybe that should be our mantra for 2020: To be shelter to 
those who silently scream, to hear and help each other when we 
cry quietly in this daunting summer of COVID.

CALDAROLA 
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now bring God some lives back.’ Those 
words are the words that have led me to 
the prison ministry.” 

Mike eventually became coordinator 
for the St. Dismas Ministry in Colorado 
City under the guidance of Sister Estela 
Tovar, and also organized a St. Dismas 
Retreat at the Lynaugh Unit in Fort 
Stockton, Texas. After retiring from 
Northern Natural Gas, Mike was ap-
proached by Sister Tovar and asked if he 
would consider being the Director of 
Criminal Justice for the Diocese of San 
Angelo.  

“I knew then what God’s plan was for 
me.  I accepted.”  

Dismas Ministry is a national Catho-
lic outreach program for inmates and 
those affected by crime. It is named after 
one of the criminals executed with Jesus 
at Calvary, the condemned who entreated 
Christ, “Jesus, remember me when you 
enter your kingdom” (Lk 23:42).  

In this ministry, volunteers meet with 
inmates on a schedule negotiated with 
prison officials. Dismas provides Bible 
and faith study materials, a prayer book 
for inmates, and free Catholic Bibles. 
Visits also include distribution of holy 
Communion to those who can receive, 
Mass when clergy are available, and spiri-
tual companionship. RCIA classes have 
been conducted where inmates have had 
an interest. 

According to Catholic social teach-
ing, and in a release from the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
November of 2000, criminal justice mini-
stry has at its foundation the elements of 
responsibility, rehabilitation and restora-
tion: “A Catholic approach recognizes 
that the dignity of the human person 
applies to both victim and offender. Our 
tradition and faith call us to hold of-
fenders accountable and challenge them 
to change, reach out to the victims and re-
ject ‘vengeance’ (death penalty), restore a 
sense of community and resist violence 
which engulfs our culture today. Restor-
ative Justice seeks to address crime in 
terms of the harm done to both the victim 
and community, not simply a violation of 
the law. Also, it insists that the offender 
come to grips with consequences of their 
actions, while at the same time our faith 
which calls us to hold people account-
able, but to forgive and to heal.” 

There are four major areas of empha-
sis for the ministry:  

• Offenders in jails, prisons, and juve-
nile facilities; 

• Ex-offenders and families; 
• Victims and families; 
• Social justice issues related to crim-

inal justice. 
Just as Mike Medina fought and won 

over his own demons from Vietnam on 
the way to his ministry, Simon Bejarano 
came to Dismas Ministry by way of a 
thirteen-year prison sentence to the Wal-
lace Unit in Colorado City for drug use 
and possession, fueled by alcohol abuse.  

“I had chances to get things right be-
fore I was sent to prison. But the alcohol 
and drugs were overpowering. I didn’t 
pay attention when people tried to tell me 
things, and I was missing work and going 
downhill. 

“My first six years in the Wallace 
Unit was just doing nothing and trying to 
stay out of trouble. There was always 
somebody who wanted to get you in with 
them and cause trouble. I just stuck to 
myself. There were a lot of other denomi-
nations that came to the prison to try to 
get you to join in, but I just didn’t. It was 
out of the blue, for no reason, that I de-
cided to meet with Mike. They were there 
every Wednesday and Saturday. 

“I was raised Catholic, but I had 
stopped going to church a long time ago. 
At first, I didn’t say anything at the meet-
ings, and no one made me talk, which 
was good. But the more I was there, the 
more I could see that they really cared. 
We had Bible readings, Mass, and confes-
sion. And then I started to look forward to 
it. 

“For my last seven years at Wallace 
until I left on March 29, 2017, I was faith-
ful to the program and it got me through.” 

Dismas Ministry also provides a 
Transition Action Plan for those being re-
leased. It is a written document that re-
quires thought and planning in several 
key areas of social functioning: self-re-
flection, family, education, career, em-
ployment, spiritual growth, personal 
growth — even how to navigate relation-
ships with those who may have been vic-
timized in crimes committed by the 
offender. Depending on circumstances, 
this document may also become part of 
the inmates’ parole file.  

“Mike and I had already worked on 
everything before I were released to Step-
ping Stone, a half-way house where I 
stayed for about 18 months. I got a job, 
new clothes, and money until I started 
getting paychecks. But it was hard. Ev-
eryone’s life all around on the outside was 
moving so fast. No one would have had 
time for me. I just kept to the goals I had 
in the plan, and Mike was there for all of 
it. If I needed something I could call. If 
something were to go wrong tomorrow, I 

would call Mike.  
“When I finally moved out on my 

own, I was stable and had reconnected 
with my family. They saw a difference 
person, not the one who had a beer in his 
hand or was high. But someone who was 
clean and sober for years. This past 
Fourth of July I spent a weekend at my 
daughter’s house, and it was good. I never 
could have done that. 

“Now, I have gone back to volunteer 
at meetings at the Wallace Unit. Some 
people I know there say they thought it 
could never happen [a return to the prison 
as a volunteer]. Or, they thought I was 
doing it all for show. And I say to them ‘If 
it helped me, it can help you.’ ” 

In addition to the Criminal Justice 
Ministry of the Diocese of San Angelo, 
the Ministry of the Third Cross is a week-
end retreat ministry for youth in the juve-
nile justice system conducted within a 
Spirit-filled, supportive, community envi-
ronment. The retreats are times of reflec-
tion, repentance, and renewal. 

Based on astounding statistics from 
the Bureau of Prisons and county and city 
records, at any given time within the Dio-
cese of San Angelo more than 20,000 per-
sons may be housed in jails, work camps, 
and prisons. Juvenile facility inmates can 
number in the hundreds. Although many 
prison ministry services are currently sus-
pended due to the pandemic, volunteers 
are always needed. 

Father Tom Barley administers the 
MOTC and can be reached at 325-651-
7500. Deacon Mike Medina can be 
reached at 432-222-2256.  

PRISON MINISTRY 
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COURTESY

Simon Bejarano

EDICTAL SUMMONS 
July 1, 2020 

CASE:  RITCHERSON -- McGARY (DOBBS) 
NO.:  SO/20/40 

 
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking KALA LaVON McGARY (DOBBS). 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San 

Angelo, Texas 76905, on or before the 31st day of July 2020, to answer to the Petition of RICHARD PERRY RITCHERSON, 
now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “Richard Ritcherson and Kala McGary (Dobbs), Petition for 
Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is identified as Case: RITCHERSON -- McGARY (DOBBS); Protocol No.: 
SO/20/40, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo. 

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing.  Failure to communicate within the prescribed period of time 
will be considered your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the above-named case. 

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on the July 1, 2020. 
 

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 
Judicial Vicar
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The diaconal ordination of Kevin Lenius, Aug. 1, 2020
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Kevin Lenius, right, and his parents, James and Denee Lenius, during the beginning of the 
ordination Mass.

Lenius, seated in the center aisle of the church with the vestments of a deacon draped 
nearby, listens to the homily by the bishop.

During the ceremony, Lenius lay prostrate before the altar during the chanting of the litany 
of saints and while Bishop Michael Sis prayed for God's assistance before the laying on of 
hands.

After the laying on of hands by the bishop and the vesting of Deacon Kevin Lenius by assisting 
priests, Bishop Sis placed the Book of the Gospels in the hands of the newly ordained deacon, 
instructing him to “believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practice what you teach.”

Deacon Kevin Lenius incensed the concelebrating priests and the people before the Eucha-
ristic Prayer. 

Deacon Lenius offered closing remarks for the socially distanced crowd gathered in his 
home parish of Holy Family, Abilene.
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