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Diocese, friends bid farewell to
Sister Malachy. Story, Pg. 2,
Photos, Pg. 12.
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The Inside Front

Diocese of San Angelo sends team to Orlando Convocation
By Bishop Michael Sis
Diocese of San Angelo

4Related coverage / Pgs. 3, 8, 9

ORLANDO, Fla. — On July 1-4, 2017,
eleven men and women from the Diocese
of San Angelo participated in the National
Convocation of Catholic Leaders in
Orlando, Florida. This unprecedented
gathering of clergy and laity was organized by the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops in order to assess the
contemporary challenges and opportunities of the Church in the United States.

The gathering assembled Catholic leaders from dioceses and Catholic organizations for a strategic conversation, under
the leadership of the bishops, on forming
missionary disciples to animate the
Church and to engage the culture.
Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the
Gospel), the convocation explored the
call of all the baptized members of the

Church to be agents of evangelization. It
presented fresh insights based on new
research, communication strategies, and
successful models for ministry.
The presentations fostered a sense of
personal responsibility to become true
missionary disciples. They emphasized
the connection between evangelization
and pastoral planning. They encouraged
parishes, dioceses, and Catholic organizations to discern what the Holy Spirit is
(Please See CONVOCATION/21)

Catholic Charitable
Foundation of San
Angelo awards more
than $259,000 in grants
The Board of Trustees of the Catholic Charitable
Foundation for the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Angelo
announced grants awarded for the 2017 calendar year. Grants
totaling $42,959 were distributed to the beneficiaries of
Designated Endowment Funds; $36,512 was distributed in
grants from unrestricted endowment funds, and $179,842 was
distributed to agencies with managed funds at the foundation.
Trustees awarded the following grants from income made
possible by generous donors who have made contributions
to Unrestricted Endowment Funds in the past:

Well wishers stand in line to bid farewell to Sister Malachy Griffin at her retirement party, July 16, 2017, at
Christ the King Retreat Center in San Angelo. More photos, Pg. 12 (Photo by Becca Nelson Sankey).

Friends bid farewell to Sister Malachy
By Becca Nelson Sankey

4Photos, Pg. 12

SAN ANGELO — Sister
Marie Malachy Griffin, OP,
would have been happy with a
handful of people showing up
at her retirement reception July
16. Instead, approximately 160
attended, most of whom waited
in a line that stretched from one
end of the room to the other, to
personally say goodbye. Two
days later, Griffin returned to
her mother house in Wisconsin
and left behind San Angelo, her
home for the past 33 years.
“I looked at that room and
thought, ‘My God,’ ” Sister
Malachy recalled of the reception, the day before she left San
Angelo. “They kept coming
and coming and coming. And
yet. … I could put names on
everybody that came forward.
It’s not like we passed like
ships in the night. We know
each other, and we care for
each other.”
Sister Malachy served as
Catholic campus minister at

Angelo State University’s
Newman Center from 1984 to
2010 and became the San
Angelo Diocese’s vicar of
women religious in 1993. She
was also a founding member
and integral part of the San
Angelo Diocese’s partnership
with the Diocese of San Pedro
Sula in Honduras.
“She has a great dedication to
our diocesan partnership with
the dioceses of Tyler, San
Pedro Sula, and La Ceiba,”
said San Angelo Bishop
Michael Sis. “She faithfully
participated in our
Hermanamiento team for many
years. She made many trips to
Honduras representing our diocese, and the people in
Honduras remember her well,
and they always ask for her.”
In San Angelo, Sister Malachy
is best known for her role at the
Newman Center. Of the many
hats she wore there, that of
teacher was the most important,

Griffin said.
“There was an awful lot the
young people wanted to learn
about the Catholic faith,” she
said. “Put that with somebody
eager to teach, and it was a good
combination.”
Diana Ramos, of Midland, was
one of Sister Malachy’s students.
Ramos lived in San Angelo from
1999 to 2004, while attending
Angelo State, but has known
Sister Malachy since she was 9
years old. “She had 10 of my
siblings go through the Newman
Center,” Ramos said. “She has
touched my whole family’s life.
She not only provided advice,
but really great food at the
Newman Center and words of
wisdom and always allowed us
to question and make (our) faith
our own. And she always let us
be ourselves.”
Loretta Burgess of San
Angelo, a friend for the past 25
years, even helped Sister
Malachy move back home.
(Please See MALACHY/22)

The purpose of the Catholic Charitable Foundation for the
Roman Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is to develop the
financial resources necessary to support, serve and otherwise
benefit the pastoral and charitable activities of the Roman
Catholic Church in the Diocese of San Angelo. The foundation is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization and all contributions to it are tax deductible as allowed by law. Contributions
in any amount can be made to an unrestricted fund at the
foundation. The original gift is preserved in perpetuity and
the income from the gift is then distributed out in grants each
year, so a gift to this fund becomes a gift that will meet real
needs of our Catholic family in this mission diocese forever.
Additional gifts are welcomed and appreciated by the
trustees of the foundation. Please remember the foundation in
your planned giving and will. Additional information can be
obtained on the website: catholicfoundationsanangelo.org.
— The Angelus
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From The Bishop’s Desk

CALENDARS
BISHOP MICHAEL SIS

AUGUST 2017
SCHEDULE
1 — SAN ANGELO,
Angelo State University,
West Texas Legislative
Summit
3 — SAN ANGELO,
Kenny Blanek’s Village
Café, Christian Breakfast
Fellowship at 6:30 a.m.
6 — SAN ANGELO,
Texas Bank Sports
Complex, Kicking it with
the Holies Kickball Game
at 6:00 p.m.
4-6 — SAN ANGELO,
St. Mary’s, Vocations
Discernment Retreat
7 — SAN ANGELO,
Christ the King Retreat
Center, Annual Seminarian
Summer Gathering
8-11 —SAN PEDRO
SULA, HONDURAS,
Hermanamiento Assembly
13 — ABILENE, St.
Francis, Installation Mass
of new Pastor, Rev. Isidore
Ochiabuto, at 9:00 a.m.
14 — EDEN, St.
Charles, Installation Mass
of new Pastor, Rev. Albert
Ezeanya, at 6:00 p.m.
15 — GARDEN CITY,
St. Lawrence, Installation
Mass of new Pastor, Rev.
Chinna Pagidela
17 — CHRISTOVAL,
Our Lady of Grace
Carmelite Monastery, Visit
and Mass
19 — ST. LAWRENCE,
Rite of Admission to
Ministry of Acolyte, 10 a.m.
19 — MIDLAND, St.
Stephen, Installation Mass
of new Pastor, Rev.
Rodney White, 5 p.m.
20 — ODESSA, St.
Mary, Installation Mass of
new Pastor, Rev.
Bernardito Getigan, 11 a.m.
23 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Liturgy Commission
Meeting at 10:00 a.m.
26 — SAN ANGELO,
Pastoral Center, Annual
Cursillo Leaders’ Mtg 10 am.
26 — COLEMAN,
Sacred Heart, Installation
Mass of new Pastor, Rev.
Laurent Mvondo, 5 p.m.
27 — JUNCTION, St.
Theresa, Installation Mass
of new Pastor, Rev.
Mamachan Joseph, 9 a.m.
27 — MENARD, Sacred
Heart, Installation Mass of
new Pastor, Rev.
Mamachan Joseph, at
11:15 a.m.
BISHOP SIS’
SEPTEMBER 2017
SCHEDULE
1-3 — PIEDRAS
NEGRAS, MEXICO, TexMex Border Bishops Mtg.
6 — McCAMEY, Sacred
Heart, Confirmation Mass
at 7:00 p.m.
8 — ODESSA, St.
Mary’s Central Catholic
School, Mass at 10 a.m.
9 — SAN ANGELO,
Angelo Catholic School,
Diocesan Catholic Schools
Commission meeting at
9:00 a.m.
10-11 — WASHING-
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TON, DC, USCCB
Doctrine Committee
meeting
13 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Vocation Team meeting at
2:00 p.m.
16 — MIDLAND, St.
Ann, RCIA Workshop
16 — BROWNWOOD,
St. Mary, Mass at 5:30
p.m. followed by Knights of
Columbus Appreciation
Dinner
17 — SAN ANGELO, St.
Joseph, Annual Pro-Life
Mass
19 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Presbyteral Council meeting at 11:00 a.m.
20 — SAN ANGELO,
Angelo Catholic School,
Mass at 8:30 a.m.
22-23 — OKLAHOMA
CITY, OK, Beatification of
Martyr, Father Stanley
Rother
24 — CARLSBAD, St.
Therese, 60th Anniversary
Mass at 11:00 a.m.
25 — SAN ANTONIO,
Oblate Renewal Center,
Texas Conference of
Catholic Bishops Fall
Meeting
29-30 — SAN ANGELO,
McNease Convention
Center, San Angelo
Women’s Conference
30 — SAN ANGELO,
Christ the King Retreat
Center, RCIA Workshop
CHRIST THE KING
RETREAT CENTER
AUGUST 2017
11-13 — Deacon
Formation
13 — 2022 Deacon
Formation Pre-Aspirancy
(One Day)
14 — Heart of Mercy
Prayer Group
15 — CKRC Offices
Closed in observance of
the Feast of the
Assumption
17-20 — Men’s Walk to
Emmaus
21 — Heart of Mercy
Prayer Group
25-27 — DOSA
Deacons’ Annual Retreat
28 — Heart of Mercy
Prayer Group
SEPTEMBER 2017
4 — CKRC Offices
Closed in Observance of
Labor Day
4 — Heart of Mercy
Prayer Group
8-10 — Deacon
Formation
8-10 — Beginning
Experience
10 — 2022 Deacon
Formation Pre-Aspirancy
(One Day)
11 — Heart of Mercy
Prayer Group
14-17 — Lubbock
Deacons’ Annual Retreat 1
18 — Heart of Mercy
Prayer Group
20-23 — Anglican
Diocese of Southwest
Texas SYNOD
25 — Heart of Mercy
(continued on Pg. 18)

Transition from youth to young adulthood
By Most Rev. Michael J. Sis
Bishop of San Angelo
In the Orlando Convocation of
Catholic Leaders in July 2017, I assisted in the presentation of a breakout session on the topic of
helping young people to make the
transition from
youth to young
adulthood. Along
with me on the
panel were effective young adult
ministry leaders
Bishop Sis
from around the
country.
The key insights offered in the panel
discussion included the following:
The Church encourages us to make
an option for the young. We must
make outreach to young adults a clear
pastoral priority in our parishes, our
diocese, and our Catholic organizations.
The time, energy, and resources that
we invest in direct pastoral work with
young adults are a wise investment.
It’s an act of stewardship that promises
a rich harvest. When we teach young
adults and form them in leadership, we
are developing a resource that will

build up the Church for generations.
The attitude that works in our ministry with young adults is this:
• Love them.
• Have confidence in their abilities.
• Be open to the Holy Spirit’s action of
bringing us young adults with special
gifts that we need for the projects of
our parish or organization.
Young adults are seeking and questioning. We must engage them with
honesty, patience, and mercy. We need
to provide them with a thorough formation in the Catholic faith in all of its
fullness, not just the little slice of it that
we might prefer. This includes the
unborn as well as the poor, contemplation and action, the intellectual as well
as the social, good liturgy and clear
doctrine, and attention both to social
justice and to our teachings about sexuality and marriage.
We are called to radical hospitality,
letting young adults know that they are
welcomed and embraced by the
Catholic Church. It is important that
we make our parishes and organizations
“young adult friendly.” This includes
finding ways to place them in visible
roles in the liturgy, because what
attracts young adults is the visible presence of other young adults. This also

includes reserving places for them on
our councils and making room for them
as protagonists with opportunities for
influence.
In our parishes and Catholic organizations, our adult leaders need to dedicate time to mentoring young adults, so
we can train them to assume positions
of appropriate leadership. We must
give them the feedback and support
they need to grow in their leadership
skills.
The experience of taking part in this
breakout session on ministry with
young adults gave me great hope for
the future of our Church. There are
many places where young adults are
thriving in the Catholic Church in our
country, and we can also have success
right here in the 29 counties of West
Texas.

La Transición de la Juventud a la Edad Adulta Joven
Obispo Michael J. Sis
En la Convocatoria de Líderes
Católicos en Orlando en julio de
2017, ayudé en la presentación de una
sesión de grupo
sobre el tema de
ayudar a los
jóvenes a hacer la
transición de la
juventud a la
edad adulta joven.
Junto a mí en el
panel se encontraron líderes eficaces del ministeObispo Sis
rio juvenil de todo
el país.
Las ideas claves que se ofrecieron
en la discusión del panel fueron las
siguientes:
La Iglesia nos invita hacer una
opción para los jóvenes. Debemos
hacer el alcance a los adultos jóvenes
una prioridad pastoral clara en nuestras parroquias, nuestra diócesis, y
nuestras organizaciones Católicas.
El tiempo, energía y recursos que
invertimos en el trabajo pastoral
directo con los adultos jóvenes son
una buena inversión. Es un acto de la
corresponsabilidad que promete una
rica cosecha. Cuando enseñamos a los
adultos jóvenes y los formamos en el
liderazgo, estamos desarrollando un
recurso que va a edificar la Iglesia por
generaciones.
La actitud que funciona muy bien
en nuestro ministerio con adultos
jóvenes es la siguiente:

• Amarlos.
• Tener confianza en sus habilidades.
• Estar abierto a la acción del Espíritu
Santo de traernos los adultos jóvenes
con dones especiales que necesitamos
para los proyectos de nuestra parroquia u organización.
Los adultos jóvenes están buscando
y cuestionando. Debemos atraerlos
con la honestidad, la paciencia y la
misericordia. Debemos proporcionarles una formación sólida en la
fe Católica en toda su plenitud, no
sólo la pequeña porción que
podríamos preferir. Esto incluye atención tanto a los no nacidos como a los
pobres, tanto a la contemplación
como a la acción, tanto a lo intelectual como a lo social, tanto a la buena
liturgia como a la doctrina clara, y
tanto a la justicia social como a nuestras enseñanzas sobre la sexualidad y
el matrimonio.
Estamos llamados a la hospitalidad
radical, dejando saber a los adultos
jóvenes que son bienvenidos y acogidos por la Iglesia Católica. Es importante que hagamos nuestras parroquias y organizaciones “fáciles de
usar por los jóvenes adultos.” Esto
incluye encontrar maneras de poner
los jóvenes adultos en funciones visibles en la liturgia, porque lo que atrae
a los adultos jóvenes es la presencia
visible de otros adultos jóvenes. Esto
también incluye el reservar lugares
para que puedan servir en nuestros
consejos, y hacer espacio para ellos
(Mira OBISPO/20)

Diócesis de San Ángelo
envía un equipo a
Convocatoria en Orlando
Obispo Michael J. Sis
El 1-4 de julio de 2017, once hombres y
mujeres de la Diócesis de San Ángelo participaron en la Convocatoria Nacional de
Líderes Católicos en Orlando, Florida. Esta
reunión sin precedentes de clérigos y laicos
fue organizado por la Conferencia de
Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos
con el fin de evaluar los desafíos y oportunidades contemporáneas de la Iglesia en los
Estados Unidos.
El encuentro reunió a los líderes Católicos
de las diócesis y organizaciones Católicas
para una conversación estratégica, bajo el
liderazgo de los obispos, en la formación de
discípulos misioneros para animar la Iglesia
y para enganchar la cultura. Inspirado por la
encíclica del Papa Francisco Evangelii
Gaudium (La alegría del Evangelio), la convocatoria exploró la llamada de todos los
miembros bautizados de la Iglesia para ser
agentes de evangelización. Se presentaron
nuevas ideas basadas en investigación actualizada, estrategias de comunicación y modelos exitosos para el ministerio.
Las presentaciones fomentaron un sentido
de responsabilidad personal a ser verdaderos
discípulos misioneros. Pusieron énfasis en la
conexión entre la evangelización y la programación pastoral. Animaron a las parroquias,
(Mira ORLANDO/20)
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DIOCESAN BRIEFS
Acolyte Installation
The Diocese of San Angelo’s Deacon Class
of 2018 will be installed as Acolytes at a
special Mass, on Saturday, August 19, 2017,
at St. Lawrence Catholic Church, 10 a.m.

Midland Workshop to
feature Christian Writers
MIDLAND — A stellar group of authors,
presenters and teachers of the writing craft
and marketing technique has been assembled for the Permian Basin Writer's
Workshop 2017, Sept. 15-17, 2017, at
Midland College. Friday is a full day session
with master instructor Chuck Sambuchino
and Saturday is a day's worth of breakout
session with topics that meet your objectives.
Sunday's is a team-up of two highly successful Christian fiction writers, DiAnn Mills and
Cynthia Ruchti. Ruchti represents the
Association of Christian Writers. They will
share what it takes to be a successful
Christian writer and how that genre differs.
They are dynamic and will inspire you to get
on board with your writing, no matter the
genre. For registration details and other information, visit
permianbasinwritersworkshop.com.

Women’s Conference in San
Angelo
SAN ANGELO — Registration for the
Catholic Women’s Conference for the Diocese
of San Angelo, September 29-30, 2017, is
open. Our theme this year is “Outrageous
Love — Martha and Mary, the Two Within Us!”
Our exciting Speakers for 2017 include: Sister
Miriam James Heidland, SOLT,
soltsisters.blogspot.com; Sarah Swafford,
www.emotionalvirtue.com, and Teresa Tomeo,
teresatomeo.com. Bishop Sis will preside at
Mass on Saturday morning. The Catholic
Women’s Conference has moved this year to
the McNease Center, 501 Rio Concho in San
Angelo. It begins at 5:30 pm on Sept. 29,
2017, and concludes Sept. 30. at 4 pm.
Registration ends September 1. Admission is
$50 with Saturday lunch and snacks provided.
Register Online at: heartjmj.org (PayPal &
major credit cards accepted). Please do not
let price keep you from coming. We have generous groups that have donated so that we
can give scholarships for those who want to
come. You can register to receive a scholarship online at: heartjmj.org. A limited block of
rooms has been reserved at the Clarion Hotel,
441 Rio Concho Drive for $69 a night, + tax &
fees (Call 325-658-2828), and the Pearl on
the Concho, 333 Rio Concho Drive for $79 a
night, + tax & fees (Call 325-653-4500).
Mention the Catholic Women’s Conference.

FALL FESTIVALS
the science and practice of medicine.It is the
largest association of Catholic individuals in
health care. The organization helps members to grow in faith, maintain ethical integrity, and provide excellent health care in
accordance with the teachings of the
Church.The CMA is hosting its 86th Annual
Educational Conference, "Medicine at the
Service of Marriage and Family:
Transforming the Culture with Love and
Truth," September 7-9, 2017, in Denver, CO.
For information about the CMA, including
how to become a member and register for
the conference, please see
www.cathmed.org.

Applications accepted for
Msgr. Droll Scholarship
SAN ANTONIO—Catholic laymen and
women pursuing a graduate degree
in theology or religious studies in order to
serve their church in a professional
capacity must submit applications for the Rev.
Msgr. Larry J. Droll Scholarship
by September 15, 2017. The renewable
$2,000 scholarship will be awarded to two candidates in need of tuition assistance for additional education who serve or want to serve his
or her parish as an Administrator, Youth
Minister, Parish Coordinator or other role.
“Today many dedicated Catholics, who are
not ordained clergy or women religious,
serve parishes as Parish Coordinators or
Administrators, as Pastoral Associates,
Directors of Religious Education, Youth
Ministers, Liturgists, and many other roles,”
said Msgr. Droll. “This scholarship can help
provide the funds to earn the advanced educational degree in theology or religious studies that is often required for these positions.”
This scholarship is geared towards those
who have already obtained their
bachelor’s degree and who are either
enrolled or wanting to enroll in any
Catholic graduate school in Texas, Arizona,
Florida, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma
or Mississippi. Applicants may also be
enrolled in an extension program
or in the Catholic University of America
School of Canon Law.
Applications may be obtained by submitting an application which may be
found online at www.cliu.com, contacting the
Communications Department at
(210) 828-9921 or 1 (800) 262-2548 or by
writing to Catholic Life Insurance, Attn:
Communications Department, P.O. Box
659527, San Antonio, TX 78265-9527.
Founded in 1901, Catholic Life Insurance
offers life insurance, IRAs and
retirement annuities to individuals and businesses in Texas and five other states.

Victims Assistance Information
Thank you for special
Honduras collection
Many thanks to all parishes and missions
and to the people who contributed to the special collection for our partner Dioceses of
San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba in Honduras.
They will appreciate these donations to help
with their evangelization and services of the
Catholic Church in their area. Several people
of the Diocese of San Angelo will travel to
Honduras in August to participate in partnership meetings. They include Bishop Michael
Sis, Msgr. Larry Droll, Deacon Freddy Perez,
Leonor Spencer (Midland) and Diana Madero
(Odessa). Meeting with their counterparts of
the Diocese of Tyler and of the two Honduran
dioceses, they will be deepening the relationship and planning future events
.

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by anyone who serves the
Church, and you need a place to talk with
someone about your feelings of betrayal or
hurt by the Church due to abuse, exploitation,
or harassment, we are here to help you. To
report sexual misconduct call Lori Hines,
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 325-374-7609,
or write Diocese of San Angelo Victim
Assistance Ministry, PO Box 1829, San
Angelo, TX 76902, If the sexual abuse
occurred outside this diocese, the Victim
Assistance Coordinator will assist in bringing
the concern to the appropriate authorities.

SEPTEMBER
St. Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church
Ballinger
Sunday, September 17, 2017
"AUTUMN BLEST"
The festival is the only fundraising event for our
parish. A large portion of the proceeds from the
festival go to support the Food Pantry. This year's
menu will be BBQ Brisket & Sausage, pinto
beans, new potatoes, trimmings and dessert. The
meal will be served from 11:00AM to 1:00PM.
Dine-In and Drive-thru plates will be $10.00 each.
The 'Live Auction,' which is the principal
fundraising event, is scheduled to begin at
12:30PM. Parishioners will be selling raffle tickets
$5 each for a chance to win a 1/2 side of beef, an
iPad, or a $250.00 gift card. Parishioners will also
be selling tickets for a handmade quilt at $1.00
per ticket or 6 tickets for $5.00. Other entertaining
activities will include Bingo, a Country Store, a
Bounce Castle with a big Air Slide, and expanded
children's games.
Our Lady of Guadalupe Fall Festival
Sunday, September 17, 2017
Schleicher County Courthouse Lawn
Eldorado 11:00am until 4:00pm
Gorditas, brisket on a bun, drinks, corn-on-the
cob, sweets, hamburgers, funnel cakes, snow
cones, other food items. Please join us for DJ
music, games for children, country store, bingo,
and lots of family fun. Thanks!

*UNCOOKED, HOMEMADE, GERMAN
SAUSAGE will be sold for $6 per pound
There will be various game booths, Silent
Auction, Kountry Kitchen, Religious Booth and
Balloon creations beginning at 10:30 a.m.
*BINGO begins at 12:00 Noon and will played
until 4 p.m.

St. Mary Queen of Peace Fall Festival
Sunday, October 1, 2017
1103 Main St. Brownwood
The 2017 Fall Festival will be held on Sunday,
October 1, 2017 from 10a.m. to 5:00pm at St.
Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church at 1103
Main St. Brownwood. There will be Silent and Live
Auctions, Bingo, a Cake Walk, A country Store, a
Children’s area with train rides for the children and
Youth activities. Music by Dj. Our top raffle 1st
prize is 4 tickets to Cowboys vs. Washington Red
Skins game on November 30th and a $100 gift
card for Salt Grass Steakhouse. Also included in
the raffle this year is a 2nd prize pre-paid Visa
Card for $1200 and if that is not enough, a 3rd
prize pre-paid Visa Card for $800 and four our
4fth prize an IPad! Raffle tickets $5.00 each.
Car Show: 10am to 2:00pm
Food: Available from 10am to 5:00pm
Children’s and Youth Activities: 10am to 5:00pm
Country Store: 10am to 5:00pm
Cake Walk: 10am to 3:00pm
Silent Auction: 10am to 3:00pm
Bingo: 1pm to 3:00pm
Live Auction: 3:00pm to 5:00pm
Raffle Drawing: 5:00pm

Immaculate Conception Fall Festival
Sunday, September 24 Knickerbocker
Mesquite-cooked brisket and sausage plate
with all the trimmings served from 11 am – 2 pm
Adults $10 Children (12 & under) $8
Live Auction at 1 pm. Raffle ... and much more

St. Ann's Midland
69th annual Family Fair
Saturday, September 30th
1906 W. Texas
10am-10pm.
Carnival hours are 6-10pm on September 28th
& 29th, 10am – 12pm September 30th, and 1 6pm on October 1st. 2017 Raffle Prizes Tickets
are $3 or 11 for $30: 1st prize- 2017 4 Door Jeep
Wrangler Unlimited Sport 4x4, 2nd prize- Troy-Bilt
19HP 42” Riding Lawn Mower, 3rd prize- $500
Voucher, Isy’s Jewelry, 4th prize- 24” FireDisc, 5th
prize- Poulan Pro 20” 50cc Gas Chainsaw. The
drawing will take place Sept 30th need not be
present to win.
Our Family Fair will move to tickets (each ticket
will have a $1 value). We will have 4 ticket purchasing locations available the day of the Fair.
Tickets will also be available for pre-sale at the
Church Office M-F 8am-5pm. Games, food, rides!
Enjoy non-smoking bingo, dunking booth, a country store. Burgers, tacos, roasted corn, quesadillas, turkey legs, funnel cakes, much more. Visit
stannsfair.org or call 432-682-6303. The Family
Fair benefits St. Ann's Catholic School.

OCTOBER

Parroquia Santa María Festival
de Otoño 2017
El festival de Otoño 2017 tendrá lugar Domingo,
1 de Octubre de 10am - 5 pm en la Parroquia
Santa María Reina de la Paz localizada en 1103
Main St., Brownwood. Habrá subasta en vivo y
silenciosa, Bingo, paseo de pasteles, tiendita del
pueblo, are para niños con juegos y paseos en
tren, así como también actividades para los
jóvenes. También música de DJ. Primer premio
superior de la rifa será 4 boletos para el juego de
Cowboys vs Washington Redskins el 30 de
Noviembre y una tarjeta de regalo para el restaurant Salt Grass Steakhouse. 2nd premio será
una tarjeta de Visa pre-pagada de $1200 y por si
esto no es suficiente, una 3er premio de una tarjeta de Visa pre-pagada de $800 y 4rto premio una
IPad! Boletos de la rifa son de $5.00 cada uno.
Show de Autos: 10am a 2:00pm
Comida: Venta de 10am a 5:00pm
Actividades par niños y jóvenes: 10am a 5:00pm
Tiendita del Pueblo: 10am a 5:00pm
Paseo de Pasteles: 10am a 5:00pm
Subasta Silenciosa: 10am a 3:00pm
Bingo: 1:00pm a 3:00pm
Subasta en Vivo: 3:00pm a 5:00pm
Sorteo de Boletos: 5:00pm

St. Boniface Catholic Church — Olfen
Sunday, October 8, 2017
Fall Festival

St. Lawrence Fall Festival
Sunday, October 1, 2017
Parish Hall grounds
2400 FM 2401, Garden City
MASS, 9 a.m.
LUNCH will be served from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and
will feature BBQ brisket, homemade German
Sausage and all of the trimmings, including homemade desserts (diabetic also). Meal ticket prices
are: ADULTS $12; CHILDREN (UNDER 12) $10.
To-go plates will also be available.

St. Ambrose Fall Festival
78th St. Ambrose Church, Wall
Sunday, October 15, 2017
Turkey, dressing, and sausage
dinner served 11:00 am-2:00 pm
Children's games 10:30am-4:00pm
Bingo 12:00pm-4:00pm
Live Auction 1:15 pm
Fair info to jpatterson@sanangelodiocese.org.

PRIEST NEWS

Catholic Medical Association
The Catholic Medical Association (CMA) is a
national, physician-led community of healthcare professionals that informs, organizes,
and inspires its members, in steadfast fidelity to the teachings of the Catholic Church, to
uphold the principles of the Catholic faith in
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Fr. Sam
Matthiesen,
at right

Fr. Matthiesen to Paulist novitiate

on August 9, 2017.

Father Sam Matthiesen of Holy Trinity Parish in Big
Spring will enter the novitiate year with the Paulist
Fathers in Washington, DC, on August 26, 2017. He
may be contacted at frmatthiesen@gmail.com.

Fr. Chinna named pastor at St.
Lawrence, Midkiff and Sterling City

Fr. Gali returns to India
Rev. Arockiaraj Gali of St. Lawrence Parish in Garden
City returned to his home diocese of Kadapa, India,

Rev. Chinnapureddy Pagidela of Sacred Heart
Parish in Abilene will become pastor of St. Lawrence
Parish in Garden City, St. Thomas Mission in Midkiff,
and St. Paschal Mission in Sterling City on August 10,
2017.
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From the Editor

A few unexpected
takeaways from the
Orlando convocation
By Jimmy Patterson

Before July, I did not know this: Every year, people in
Gibsland, La., brandish automatic weapons, have shootouts and
engage in car chases — and everyone gets away with it. It happens every May on the anniversary of the
ambush of Bonnie and Clyde, in this tiny northern Louisiana burg. A bit morbid, but when you
have a claim to fame, no matter what it is or
how notorious it is, have a festival and celebrate,
right? I also did not know, but learned, that
northern Louisiana is wooded, much like
Arkansas above it and the piney woods of East
Texas to the west. It is only in the southern
regions, in cajun country, where the bog begins.
Before July I did not know this: Bishop
Patterson Michael Sis likes to clap and move to the music,
and especially enjoys contemporary Christian
singer and Catholic singer Matt Maher. If pressed, the bishop
might even be able to cut a rug.
Before July I had never laughed along with a Cardinal. But
Cardinal Joseph Tobin, CSsR, the archbishop of Newark, made
that possible through his poignant talk which included a couple of
telling stories of Pope Francis love for the poor and the immigrant.
The stated purpose of the Convocation of Catholic Leaders in
Orlando, Fla., July 1-4, was to encourage the 3,500 in attendance
and the hundreds of thousands beyond those who were able to
attend, to take up the mantle of missionary discipleship through
our relationship with Jesus Christ and to share that love with others who might not otherwise come to know it.
The outgrowth of the convocation, though the time and friendships shared with one another. The faith that moved about
through all who were there was tangible. Bishops participated in
small groups with rank-and-file Catholics they might not otherwise ever come in contact with. Shreveport Bishop Michael Duca
shared with members of our small group in one breakout session
his experiences in northern Louisiana since being named the diocese’s shepherd. Bishop Michael Sis sat with a group from the
diocese and was moved by the praise music presented by Maher
and Audrey Assad, another singer on the bill. And Cardinal Tobin
did not talk at the assembly, but rather shared in a personable,
approachable manner. Whether dressed in brown cassock, white
collar or blue slacks, we all shared a common love for Christ.
Cardinal Tobin told those assembled they could better prepare
themselves to become missionary disciples by asking themselves
a few questions. “What do you see? What is in your peripheral
vision? Where is God opening a door? What pierces your heart
and leaves you to weep? Pope Francis would ask us to go to the
peripheries, to the forgotten and to the unseen and share the
friendship and love of Jesus.”
I’ve not been to many of these kinds of gathering, but of those
that I have, this was the most beneficial of all. It was powerful.
Eighty-four years of experience. The Diocese of San Angelo
witnessed the transitions of two longtime servants this summer
with the retirement of Msgr Jim Bridges, former pastor of St.
Stephen in Midland, and Sister Malachy ‘Mal’ Griffin, OP, formerly the Vicar for Women Religious in the diocese. I will never
forget either. Their candor, humor and wisdom touched many.
One of my favorite homilies was given on Gaudete Sunday -- the
Sunday of Joy -- when Msgr. Bridges abandoned traditional homily style and stood at the ambo for seven minutes, telling one joke
after another. And then sat down. I’ve never experienced such
laughter in a congregation.
Sister Malachy had become for the last few years, my date to
the staff Christmas party. I enjoyed that gift of abbreviated time
spent each year. I will miss her honesty, her wisdom and grace,
and her love of life and the Church. And I will miss her very
much.

The diocesan delegation to the Convocation of Catholic Leaders in Orlando, July 1-4, 2017, included, left to
right, Jimmy Patterson, Karen Patterson, Bishop Michael J. Sis, Sister Adelina Garcia, Allison Pope, Sister
Hilda Marotta, Linda Erickson, Dave Erickson, Fr. Bala Govindu, Kathy Keane and Charlie Keane.

Catholic leadership in the workplace
Our walk and talk leads the way for our faith light to shine
“Business is a vocation, and
a noble vocation, provided
that those engaged in it see
themselves challenged by a
greater meaning in life; this
will enable them truly to serve
the common goo.”
— Pope Francis
By Dave Erickson
St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish
San Angelo
ORLANDO, Fla. — My wife
Linda and I were honored to be
invited by the Diocese and
Bishop Mike Sis to attend the
Convocation of Catholic
Leaders held this July in
Orlando, Florida. The premise
of the convocation is based on
Pope Francis’ Evangelii
Gaudium, which calls all
Catholics to be missionary disciples and share the Gospel,
especially to those on the
periphery. During the convocation, besides the inspiring plenary sessions, various breakout
sessions were held on how we
as Catholics can go to the
peripheries and be missionary
disciples. One of the sessions I
attended dealt with missionary
discipleship and business leadership. My work often puts me
in touch with many business
people during the week.
For those of us in the business world or who work with
business leaders, we can see the
opportunity to be missionaries
to the “business family,” composed of our employees, peers,

vendors and customers. We
have opportunities to put people — not just the dollar — at
the center of our businesses,
while still having market excellence and a successful business.
We can do this by treating
employees well and looking out
for their interests. We can be
kind and supporting to our
peers and colleagues. We can
treat our vendors with respect
and fairness. We can have fair
and honest dealings with our
customers by also looking out
for their interests. And finally,
we can work on humility by
realizing we are not entitled to
nor do we deserve the rewards
in business such as money,
power and influence, rather
they are all gifts from God for
us to use in life-giving stewardship.
In the business world, we
typically don’t consider those
we encounter as being on the
peripheries of society. They are
usually not shunned, live in
poverty, face racism, or are
without hope. What we do find
are those who live on the “spiritual periphery.” They often
worship sales, profit, glory,

power and influence above all
else and have lost their way
spiritually. Phrases like “The
ends justify the means,” “It’s
my way or the highway,” “Do it
or else,” are all too common.
What is our call to action to
become missionary disciples in
the business world? One suggestion is to start informal
chapters of Catholic Business
Networks made up of business
leaders, owners and managers
in the various deaneries of the
diocese. These deaneries are
San Angelo, Midland/Odessa,
and Abilene.
Networks in the three major
deaneries could involve a
monthly or quarterly gathering
of business leaders to discuss
how, as Catholic business leaders, we can help each other live
out missionary discipleship in
the business environment,
remind one another of our servant leadership and valuesbased leadership, and how we
can be witnesses of discipleship
in business.
I hope you will view this as a
calling by God to be missionaries in the spiritual periphery we
call business. For more information on this and to discuss
starting a Catholic Business
Network in your city, please
contact me at
daviderickson@verizon.net.
May your discipleship in
your business be a light and
blessing to all you encounter.
God bless you.
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Curious?
Convent Curious
July 8, 2017
Holy Trinity Church Big Spring
In photo at left, Sr. Deborah Mumaw, OSF, left; Sr.
Christina Chavez, CDP (novice); Sr. Jyothy Gumpula,
CSA, and Sr. Mary Theodore Therese, OCarm.
In photo at right, Sister Olivia Rico, OSF, left, listens as
her mother, Maria Escolastica Rico, who attends St.
Ann’s Church in Colorado City, talks about the families
of those who enter the religious life.
Bottom right, Sr. Joyce Detzel, CDP, talks about vows.
Bottom left, Bishop Michael J. Sis speaks, and below
right, a group photo of those who attended Convent
Curious. (Courtesy photos)

The Diocese of San Angelo hosted
“Convent Curious,” Saturday, July 8, 2017, a
day to help people understand Religious
Life and Women Religious in particular.
“The most important happening is that
families and individuals in the diocese are
learning the joy of Religious life and the
great service that communities give to the
local church and the whole world,” said
Sister Elsa Garcia, Director of Religious Life
in the diocese and an organizer of the
event. “We had a panel of sisters who
answered questions about religious life and
how we live and pray. Formation stages
were also shared. We had parents share
what it is like to have a daughter enter a
community. There were several questions
for them and how they dealt with this surprise.The two daughters of those parents
shared the experience of entering a community. After lunch we had a presentation on
the vows and the central place of following
Jesus that these give the Sister.”
Bishop Michael Sis gave words of encouragement and Fr. Michael Rodriguez,
Director of Vocations and Seminarians, was
also present at the event. Organizers are
making plans to have the event again in
another part of the Diocese.
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Try these helpful hints to enhance your Rosary time
By Fr. Joseph Uecker, C.PP.S.
I have to start off by telling you that I’m
a “lifer” with regard to the Rosary. When I
was still at home, the Rosary was as much
a part of our family life as meat and potatoes. I preferred the meat and potatoes. I
didn’t like the Rosary. It was too long and
boring. I remember one day in particular
when I had just about had it. It was about
1949 and it was the feast of the Holy
Family. At our parish in Ft. Wayne, Indiana
there was some type of prayer every
Sunday afternoon at 2:00. This Sunday it
was the Rosary. But that wasn’t enough;
before every mystery, Fr. Isidore Stadtherr,
C.PP.S. gave a sermon! That was not a
good day for this 8-year-old! Forty minutes
to say the Rosary! Come on!
Some 67 years later, I still don’t take
too well to long prayers. And over the
years, while I’ve prayed the Rosary very
often, I must admit that it still does get
boring. So I’ll share what I have done
about that.
Earlier this year I made a definite effort
at more exercise. Most mornings I spend
about an hour walking around my apartment complex. That comes out to about
three miles. During my walk I pray the
Rosary and other prayers from my community, the Missionaries of the Precious
Blood. But I have changed the mysteries.
Before I go walking, I read or review the
readings for the Mass of the day. And I
take the mysteries from those readings. I’ll
give you an example from today’s readings
(June 28). The readings were: Gn 15, 112, 17-18; Ps 105, and Mt 7, 15-20.
1. (From the first reading)"Look up at
the sky and count the stars, if you can.
Just so," God added, "shall your descendants be." Abram put his faith in the
LORD, who credited it to him as an act of
righteousness.
2. (From the first reading) ”It was on
that occasion that the LORD made a

covenant with Abram, saying: "To your
descendants I give this land, from the
Wadi of Egypt to the Great River the
Euphrates."
3. (From the Responsorial Psalm) The
Lord remembers his covenant forever. He
remembers forever his covenant which he
made binding for a thousand generations
— which he entered into with Abraham
and by his oath to Isaac.
4. (From the Gospel) Beware of false
prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but underneath are ravenous wolves.
By their fruits you will know them.
5. (From the Gospel) Every tree that
does not bear good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.
Walking and praying helps me to keep in
touch with nature and with other residents. I
often meet one or more of the cats that call
this place home also. Many of the residents
know who I am and we greet each other
along the way. Once in a great while, a dog
will show up without its owner and that’s a
big distraction. I got bit once so I’m wary
of loose dogs. Then, depending on the hour,
I am often treated to a beautiful sunrise.
What better way to begin one’s day?

¿Aburrido Con el Rosario?
By Fr. Joseph Uecker, C.PP.S.
Tengo que empezar diciendo que yo he
rezado el Rosario toda mi vida. Cuando
todavía vivía con mi familia, el Rosario era
parte de la vida tanto como la comida. Yo
prefería la comida. No me gustaba el
Rosario. Era muy largo y aburrido.
Recuerdo un día en particular cuando fue
demasiado para mí. Fue 1949 y fue la fiesta
de la Sagrada Familia. En nuestra parroquia
en Ft. Wayne, Indiana, había un tipo de
oración cada domingo por la tarde a las
2:00. Ese domingo fue el Rosario. Pero
más: antes de cada misterio, ¡el P. Isidoro
Stadtherr, C.PP.S. dio un sermón! Ese no

San Angelo’s Holy Angels to host
‘Find Your Greatness,’ a Dynamic
Catholic event, Saturday, Nov. 4
The Angelus
SAN ANGELO — Holy Angels Parish
in San Angelo is hosting a Dynamic
Catholic Event, "Find Your Greatness:
Four Habits That Will Transform Your
Life," based on Matthew Kelly's book,
The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic.
The seminar is from 9 a.m.-1:30 pm.,
Saturday, November 4, 2017.
“This event is the first one to be held
in West Texas and we are very happy that
we are able to accommodate an event of
this size — only 1,000 tickets will be
sold and we would like to invite your
parish to attend,” said Lori Hines, one of
the event’s organizers.
The Mission of Dynamic Catholic is to
re-energize the Catholic Church in
America by developing world-class
resources that inspire people to rediscover the genius of Catholicism.
For those unfamiliar with Dynamic
Catholic or Matthew Kelly, please visit

dynamiccatholic.com/mission/ for more
information.
You may also visit our website,
holyangelssanangelo.org/ and click on
the link, which will take you directly to
our event page.
FIND YOUR GREATNESS
Four Habits That Will
Transform Your Life
Speaker: Jonathan Fanning
When: November 4, 2017
Time: 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
Where: Holy Angels Church
Tickets: $25.00
Purchase your tickets at
DynamicCatholic.com or call 859-9807900
For further information, please contact
either Kathy Hammons,
hammons.kathy@gmail.com, 325-2121425 (cell) or Lori Hines lori@holyangelssanangelo.org, 325-942-8192 (office
at Holy Angels) or 325-374-7609 (cell).

fue un buen día para este muchachito de 8
años. ¡Cuarenta minutos para rezar el
Rosario! ¡Híjole!
Unos 67 años más tarde, no me gustan
mucho oraciones largas. Y durante los
años, aunque he rezado el Rosario frecuentemente, tengo que decir que me siento
aburrido. Por eso compartiré lo que he
hecho de eso.
Más antes este año comencé un esfuerzo
definitivo de hacer más ejercicio. Casi
todas las mañanas paso como una hora
caminando alrededor del complejo de
apartamentos donde vivo. Es como tres
millas que camino. Durante mi caminata,
rezo el Rosario y otras oraciones de mi
comunidad (Los Misioneros de la Preciosa
Sangre). Pero he cambiado los misterios.
Antes de ir a caminar, leo o repaso las lecturas para la Misa del día. Y de esas lecturas tengo los misterios. Les daré un ejemplo de las lecturas de hoy (28 de junio)
fueron: Gn 15, 1-12, 17-18 Sal 105 Mt
7,15-20.
1. (De la primera lectura)" Mira el cielo y
cuenta las estrellas, si puedes". Luego
añadió Dios: "Así será tu descendencia".
Abram creyó lo que el Señor le decía y, por
esa fe, el Señor lo tuvo por justo.”
2. (De la primera lectura) Hizo el Señor,

aquel día, una alianza con Abram, diciendo: “A tus descendientes doy esta tierra,
desde el río de Egipto hasta el gran río
Eufrates".
3. (Del Salmo Responsorial) El Señor
nunca olvida sus promesas. Ni aunque transcurran mil generaciones, se olvidará el
Señor de sus promesas, de la alianza pactada con Abraham, del juramento a Isaac,
que un día le hiciera.
4. (Del evangelio) Cuidado con los falsos
profetas. Se acercan a ustedes disfrazados de
ovejas, pero por dentro son lobos rapaces.
Por sus frutos los conocerán.
5. (From the Gospel) Todo árbol que no
produce frutos buenos es cortado y arrojado al fuego.
Caminando y rezando me ayuda a estar
en contacto la naturaleza y con otros que
viven aquí. Frecuentemente me encuentro
con uno o más de los gatitos que son residentes también. Mucho residentes me
conocen y nos saludamos a lo largo de la
caminata. De vez en cuando, se presenta un
perro sin su dueño y eso es una gran distracción. Me mordió un perro una vez y por
eso estoy cauteloso con perros sueltos.
Entonces, dependiendo de la hora, El Señor
me tiene el regalo de una aurora pintada.
¡Qué manera de comenzar el día!
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Speaking of Saints
Virgin of Childbirth
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Odessa has a new
shrine: "Virgin of Childbirth
- Virgen del Parto." It is
based on a 200-year-old
shrine in the Church of St.
Augustine in Rome, much
loved by Roman women as
a place of prayer and intercession before, during and
after pregnancy. St. Pope
John XXIII was one of many
popes who came to pray at
the Roman shrine where
mothers bring an offering
of baby booties in thanksgiving after the successful
birth of a child. St.
Elizabeth's shrine is one
way the parish prays for
pro-life concerns (Courtesy
photo).

Fr. Knick and Sandie Knickerbocker

On being Baptized in the Spirit
By Fr. Knick and Sandie Knickerbocker
Why do we need Baptism in the Spirit? Didn't
we receive the Holy Spirit when we were baptized? The answer is a resounding “yes”! Bishop
Sam Jacobs in the “Pentecost Today” article quoted last month, affirms, “We first received the
Holy Spirit in Baptism. We
became God’s adopted sons
and daughters, sharing his
divine life. But because we
fall short through sin, we
need a fresh anointing of the
Spirit to grow in the life of
God” (Winter 2017).
Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa
OFM Cap., helps us understand that Baptism in the
Spirit is not a sacrament but
is related to the Sacraments
of Christian Initiation.
Baptism in the Spirit makes real and revitalizes
our Baptism and our Confirmation commitment
— a renewal of the work of the Holy Spirit in our
lives (Concerning the Baptism of the Holy Spirit).
In the Early Church, most of the baptized were
adult converts from paganism. The time of preparing for Baptism was long and intense and led
them to an act of faith in Jesus Christ. This was a
powerful, grace-filled experience in which they
received a full indwelling of the Holy Spirit in
their lives — a fusion of the grace of God and the
faith-filled response of the baptized.
Today most of the baptized are infants or children. Our maturation in the faith depends on our
growing up in a Christian home and larger
Christian community where our faith can flourish.
The Sacrament of Confirmation is a means of
developing the graces of Baptism. Unfortunately,

Christian formation at home and parish is not the
norm for our children and teens today, and, as a
result, adults may never reach "the stage of proclaiming, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, 'Jesus is
Lord.' Until one reaches this point, everything else
in the Christian life remains out of focus and
immature" (Cantalamessa).
In our time, as in previous times throughout the
history of the Church, God has inspired movements for the purpose of renewing the graces and
power of the Sacraments of Initiation. The
Charismatic Renewal is one of these movements.
Through the communal experiences of prayer —
including the Rosary, Adoration, music, Life in
the Spirit Seminars, and the Eucharist, as well as
Confession, and with the prayers of our Blessed
Mother Mary, many youth and adults are led to
make a faith commitment. This "choice of faith,
prepared in repentance, ...allows the work of God
to set itself free and to emanate all its strength. It
is as if the light is switched on. The gift of God is
finally 'unbound', and the Spirit is allowed to flow
like a fragrance in the Christian life"
(Cantalamessa). Our Blessed Mother, who said
"yes" to the action of the Holy Spirit at the
Annunciation, is praying for us to utter our "yes,"
as well.
This renewal of our Baptism and Confirmation,
Baptism in the Spirit, often involves a deeper personal encounter with Christ and an experience of
the Father’s love that assures us of the presence
and action of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives-guiding, encouraging, convicting us of sin, and
leading us to understand more deeply the truths of
the faith. We may have a desire for a deeper
prayer life, including experiences of praise, adoration, and thanksgiving, a new interest in Scripture,
(Please See KNICKBERBOCKER/23)

St. Bernard involved in
major politics of his time
also left a lasting legacy
By Mary Lou Gibson
Before computers and before television, radio and newspapers,
there was Bernard of Clairvaux. He was a Cistercian abbot in 12th
century France and was one of the most charismatic and wellknown figures of the medieval Church.
David Farmer writes in The Oxford Dictionary
of Saints that when Bernard died in 1153, he had
influenced every major figure in his century. But
it was not his intent to become involved in political and theological controversies when he
entered the monastery at Citeaux at age 23. It
was the events of his time that propelled him
into the public arena of preaching and teaching.
Bernard was the third son of seven children born
into a noble Burgundian family in 1090 near
Dijon, in France. He had a lifelong devotion to
Gibson
Mary and as a young man was attracted to a
career as a writer and scholar. He prayed for
direction in his life and decided to become a monk. He was joined
by 32 of his friends and relatives, including his five brothers, to go
to Citeaux, the first Cistercian monastery.
A short time later, in 1115, he became the abbot of a new house,
the Cistercian abbey of the monastery at Clairvaux. He was fervent
in his commitment to reforming monastic life and spent the next 15
years preaching, studying, and teaching.
Paul Burns writes in Butler’s Lives of the Saints that Clairvaux
became a major focus of the rapid expansion of the strictly
reformed Cistercians and 24 other foundations were made from
Clairvaux within a few years. He had a profound effect on the
development of Western monasticism, especially through his
emphasis on mystical prayer.
It was in 1130 that Bernard’s public life began. Rodney Castleden
writes in The Book of Saints that he became entangled in the dispute
over the election to the papacy. He became Innocent II’s champion
over the anti-pope, Anacletus II. Bernard persuaded Louis VI of
France and Henry I of England to acknowledge Innocent as pope.
From then on, Bernard was the most powerful man in Europe.
Popes and kings relied on his support.
He was also influential among ordinary people. Castleden writes
that when he passed along a road, farm laborers and shepherds hurried from the fields to receive his blessing.
At the same time, his charm and healing of the sick attracted
thousands of pilgrims to Clairvaux. He began preaching in public in
1140 and his public persona became so widespread that it caused
mothers to hide their sons and wives to hide their husbands when
Bernard was in the territory because so many followed him into the
cloister.
He was a prolific writer and believed that the vision of God and
union with Him was the end for which man was created. He is
sometimes called “The Honey-Mouthed Doctor” for the spiritual
sweetness of his teachings. His 86 sermons on the Canticle of
Canticles are some of his best known works.
His writings show him to be a profound mystic convinced that
contemplation must result in action. “Love in action” was the motto
for his teaching, and he encouraged devotion to Mary, whom he
saw as the dispenser of love from heaven.
He was again drawn into church politics in 1145 when one of his
former monks, Eugenius III, ascended to the papacy.
His greatest challenge was in promoting the Second Crusade
(1145-49). He got approval for the new order of Knights Templar,
whose Rule he had written. The Knights were dedicated to supporting the Crusades and to the care of the sick and of pilgrims. The
Second Crusade, however, was a complete failure and a huge personal disappointment to Bernard.
He suffered from ill health throughout his life and he died from
exhaustion at Clairvaux on August 20, 1153. His remains were
buried there but were scattered during the French Revolution. He
was canonized in 1174 by Pope Alexander II and declared a Doctor
of the Church by Pope Pius VIII in 1830.
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Unity in diversity: Together, Christians share our faith in Christ
Editor’s Note: Below is the text of a presentation by Bishop Michael J. Sis given at the
Christian Fellowship Breakfast, at Kenny
Blanek’s Village Café in San Angelo,
August 3, 2017.

Bishop Michael
J. Sis, far left,
with San Angelo
attorney Max
Parker, organizer
of the Christian
Fellowship
Breakfast.

By Most Reverend Michael J. Sis
Diocese of San Angelo
We all know that there is much division in our world. The U.S. Congress is
so divided they have a hard time getting
legislation passed. The Texas legislature
is going through a time of tremendous
division. In the Middle East, there seem
to be daily killings between Shiite
Muslims and Sunni Muslims. Radical
groups like ISIS are not willing to live
together in peace with people different
from themselves.
The current crisis in Venezuela is crippling the country.
The Korean people have one language,
one ancient culture, on one peninsula,
and their political differences have them
armed to the teeth in a powder-keg situation that threatens many other countries,
including our own.
And remember Rwanda in 1994, where
fellow Christians slaughtered each other
brutally, as a testimony to the destructive
power of a hateful tribal rivalry.
What our world desperately needs is

proof that people quite different from
one another can co-exist in a way that is
life-giving and peaceful.
I would like to reflect on a basic principle of the Christian faith as I know it
— unity in diversity. This concept of
unity in diversity applies to three very
important aspects of our existence:
1. who God is,
2. what the Christian Church is, and
3. how we should live our personal far
relationships.

First of all, consider who God is: Our
Christian faith is monotheistic. We know
that there is only one God, and we experience that one God in three persons. So,
we use the term Trinity to describe God.
Each of the three persons is unique,
with a particular role: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Therefore, we can say that
the very essence of God is to be a unity
in diversity.
Second, the Church is also a unity in
diversity. We are a variety of Christian

communities, with many differences
among us, but we share our faith in Jesus
Christ our Savior.
God wants his Church to be united. At
the Last Supper, in John 17:21, Jesus
prayed, “May they all be one, even as
you, Father, are in me, and I am in you,
so may they also be one in us.”
The Holy Spirit is the source of the
unity of the Church. St. Paul spoke of
this when he said in his letter to the
Ephesians, “Preserve the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.”
However, unity does not have to be
uniformity.
We don’t do everything exactly the
same way. We come from a variety of
cultures and languages, with a variety of
gifts and ways of expressing ourselves in
prayer, yet we are held together in unity
through the action of the Holy Spirit.
There is an old saying that has been
attributed to various authors, and which
was also affirmed by Pope John XXIII.
It goes like this: in essentials, unity; in
doubtful matters, liberty; in all things,
charity. That’s a good rule of thumb for
all of us.
“Let there be unity in what is essential,
freedom in what is not essential, and

Please See UNITY/20

Waiting public
wonders what’s
next for Internet

Fruit from the Vineyard
Bishop Michael J. Sis, holding watermelon, with a member of the Mandujano family at Fort Stockton’s new farmer’s market,
July 29, 2017. The Mandujano family owns
and operates a produce company in
Coyanosa, and is active at St. Isidore
Church in Coyanosa.
(Courtesy photo)

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The initial comment period for Americans to tell the Federal
Communications Commission what they
thought of its proposed "Restoring Internet
Freedom" initiative closed July 21.
At last count, about 10.6 million people and
organizations weighed in — 2 million of
them alone July 12, the date of a coordinated
effort by groups to preserve the current internet rules.
The FCC is now in a "reply" period that
runs through Aug. 16. It's doubtful the fourweek reply period will generate similar numbers, but advocates on one side or the other
can take the opportunity to rebut comments
they regard as either self-serving or skirting
the truth.
Not that anybody is making 10.6 million
tally marks, but the safe bet is that the vast
majority of those who have sent comments to
the FCC want to keep the present rules.
Among those is the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. "Without the current strong
open internet regulations, including prohibitions on paid prioritization, the public has no
effective recourse against internet service
providers' interference with accessibility to
content," said USCCB assistant general counsel Katherine Grincewich in comments delivered July 21 to the FCC.
To keep things straight, "open internet" is
synonymous with net neutrality, and "paid
prioritization" is another way of saying "fast

(Please See NEUTRALITY/20)
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Catholic leaders mourn for victims in trafficking tragedy
By Catholic News Service
SAN ANTONIO — The "completely
senseless deaths" of 10 people who died of
heat exhaustion and suffocation they suffered from being held in a tractor-trailer "is
an incomprehensible tragedy," said
Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller of San
Antonio.
"There are no words to convey the sadness, despair and, yes, even anger we feel
today," he said in a statement released late
July 23.
Earlier in the day, San Antonio law
enforcement officials found eight bodies
inside the trailer of an 18-wheeler sitting in
the parking lot of a Walmart. The eight
people who died were among 39 people
packed in the trailer and suffering from
extreme dehydration and heatstroke. At
least 20 others rescued from the truck were
in critical condition and transported to the
hospital. Two later died, and by July 24 the
death toll was at least 10.
In a July 24 statement, the chairman of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops'
Committee on Migration said the nation's
Catholic bishops joined their voices in
mourning the loss of life and condemning
the treatment of migrants, many of whom
were from Mexico and Guatemala, in a
suspected human trafficking operation.
"The loss of lives is tragic and avoidable.
We condemn this terrible human exploitation that occurred and continues to happen
in our country," said Bishop Joe S.
Vasquez of Austin.
"In a moment such as this, we reflect
upon the words of the Holy Father, Pope
Francis, 'The defense of human beings
knows no barriers: We are all united wanting to ensure a dignified life for every
man, woman and child who is forced to
abandon his or her own land,'" Bishop
Vasquez said.
San Antonio Police Chief William
McManus called it "a horrific tragedy"
and said it was being looked at as "a
human trafficking crime." AP reported
that James Matthew Bradley, 60, of
Clearwater, Florida, believed to be the
driver of the tractor-trailer, was a suspect
in the case and had been arrested on
charges of smuggling.

San Antonio police investigate the deaths of 10 immigrants in the back of
this tractor-trailer rig near a San Antonio Wal-Mart, July 23. (CNS Photo)

Statement from San Angelo Bishop Michael J. Sis
"I ask for prayers for all those affected by this tragedy.
In response to this brutal example of human trafficking
and loss of life, we must ask about the social conditions
that would lead human beings to resort to such desperate
means of emigration. We should promote forms of international cooperation that will help build peace, justice,
and stability in our neighboring countries, so that people
will have enough hope to be willing to stay and contribute
constructively in the upbuilding of their own native country."
San Antonio is about 150 miles from the
U.S.-Mexico border. The temperature in
the Texas city July 23 was 101 degrees all
day and well into late evening. The human
cargo in the tractor-trailer was discovered
after someone left the truck and asked a
Walmart worker for water, AP said.
In his statement, Archbishop GarciaSiller said the community was praying for
the recovery of the adults and children
who were hospitalized. AP said that at least
four of the survivors were between the
ages of 10 and 17.
"Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
San Antonio has already reached out to our

mayor and promised to offer whatever
assistance is needed. We will do anything
possible for these brothers and sisters and
their families," he said.
Archbishop Garcia-Siller said the tragedy
was "a clarion call" for the nation to make
immigration reform a priority.
"Everyone -- the churches, law enforcement, state and national elected officials,
civic organizations, charitable groups -has to prioritize the immigration issue and
truly work together in new ways which
have eluded us in the past for common
sense solutions. No more delays! No more
victims!" he said.

He recalled that when 19 people died in
similar circumstances in a locked trailer in
nearby Victoria in 2003, "the nation was
stunned, and people of good will vowed to
work diligently to ensure that something
such as this would never happen again."
"Unfortunately, law enforcement has
reported an upsurge in these types of
human smuggling and trafficking operations at the border in recent months,"
Archbishop Garcia-Siller said.
Such incidents involve "increasingly desperate individuals seeking safety and a better life for their families placing their wellbeing and indeed their lives in the hands of
reprehensible, callous smugglers and traffickers," he said.
"We pray for these victims and all victims of human smuggling and trafficking;
that this monstrous form of modern slavery
will come to a quick and final end," the
archbishop added. "God cries seeing this
reality and many other situations such as
this across our country and around the
world."
In a separate statement, the Austin-based
Texas Catholic Conference, which is the
public policy arm of the state's Catholic
bishops, joined Archbishop Garcia-Siller in
mourning the migrants' deaths and praying
for the survivors.
Full statement by Bishop Joe Vasquez:
"My brother bishops and I are heartbroken by the news coming from San Antonio
regarding individuals found dead in a
crowded and overheated tractor trailer. I
also note our continued concern and
prayers for the several other individuals
identified, including school-aged children,
who are reported to have life-threatening
injuries. The loss of lives is tragic and
avoidable. We condemn this terrible
human exploitation that occurred and continues to happen in our country. In a
moment such as this, we reflect upon the
words of the Holy Father, Pope Francis,
'The defense of human beings knows no
barriers: we are all united wanting to
ensure a dignified life for every man,
woman and child who is forced to abandon
his or her own land.' We together mourn
for the lives lost and offer our prayers for
these individuals and their families."

Texas bishops disappointed by AG’s request to terminate DACA
DACA termination would punish
young adults brought to the U.S.
as children
Texas Conference of Catholic
Bishops
AUSTIN — The Catholic bishops of
Texas expressed disappointment in Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton’s movement to terminate the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program,
forcing 117,000 young people to be
deported from the United States.
“These individuals contribute to the
economy, serve honorably in our armed
forces, excel in our schools and universities, minister in our churches, and volunteer in our communities. Texans should
be proud to claim them as our own”
instead of deporting them, said Cardinal

Daniel DiNardo and Archbishop Gustavo
García-Siller, M.Sp.S., who wrote in their
role as metropolitan archbishops of Texas
on behalf of their brother bishops.
Paxton and nine other state attorneys
general recently petitioned the federal
government to terminate DACA, which
was created in 2012 to provide legal
recognition to young adults who were
brought to the United States unlawfully
when they were children.
To be eligible for DACA, applicants
must not have a criminal record; be in
school or have graduated, or have served
honorably in the Armed Forces of the
United States.
The Texas bishops’ letter to Paxton
notes that his petition “cites concerns pertaining to executive overreach.” The
bishops urge Paxton also “to be mindful
of migrants’ dignity and our own Texas

values. DACA is but another consequence of Congress’ failure, and the
young adults accepted into DACA, along
with countless other migrants who truly
believe in the American dream, are victims of a broken system.”
The U.S. Catholic Conference of
Bishops also denounced the state attorneys general petition.
The full letter from the Texas Catholic
Conference of Bishops follows:
Dear Attorney General Paxton:
We are disappointed by your coordinated petition to terminate DACA. Since
2012, 117,000 young people have applied
for and received deferred status through
DACA in Texas. These individuals contribute to the economy, serve honorably
in our armed forces, excel in our schools
and universities, minister in our churches,

and volunteer in our communities.
Texans should be proud to claim them as
our own.
Catholics have long supported these
young people because we believe in protecting the dignity of every person, especially children. We also note that DACA
is a temporary substitute for larger reform
of our immigration laws that the United
States desperately needs and which
Congress is late in providing. For example, under current administrative procedures:
• Migrants who receive work visas legally are separated from their spouses and
children, despite this being contrary to
the law’s intent.
• Dependent children of legal immigrants
can apply for permanent status, but are
(Please See DACA/23)
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Study: Doing away with immigration program would harm economy
By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Citing the
significant economic contributions of
immigrants under a federal program
known as Temporary Protected Status, a
new study says ending the program -- as
some in the Trump administration have
suggested -- would negatively impact the
U.S. economy.
That's because more than 80 percent of
the approximately 325,000 immigrants in
the country with the status known as TPS
have jobs, many have mortgages, pay
taxes and work in industries crucial to the
economy, such as construction, child care
and health care, and collectively have
some 273,000 U.S.-born children, says a
July report by the Center for Migration
Studies in New York.
Kevin Appleby, the center's senior
director of international migration policy,
said if extensions for the migrants are not
granted or the program is terminated, crucial industries would see a shortage of
workers, banks would see defaults in
mortgages, and government coffers
would lose out on tax revenues and consumer spending.
"Let's hope the financial industry realizes that," he said.
Deporting TPS recipient parents also
would create thousands of orphans in the
country, which would increase foster care
costs, place a burden on local and state
governments, and alienate the children
affected, said Appleby. He was one of
three officials from the center who
explained the report "Statistical and
Demographic Profile of the U.S.
Temporary Protected Status Populations
From El Salvador, Honduras and Haiti"
in a July 20 video conference.
Demographer Robert Warren said TPS
recipients have high participation in the
U.S. labor force, 81 percent to 88 percent, well above the 63 percent rate for
the total U.S. population; almost half of

Sophie Cruz, the daughter of immigrants, gives Pope Francis a handwritten letter along a
parade route in Washington Sept. 23, 2015. (CNS photo/Alex Brandon).

them have mortgages, and 11 percent are
self-employed, creating jobs for themselves and others, the study says. They
work in construction, food service, child
care centers and the health care industry,
said Warren, senior visiting fellow at the
Center for Migration Studies.
The TPS program has been around for
27 years and provides a work permit and
reprieve from deportation to immigrants
from some countries recovering from
conflicts or natural disasters. Immigrants
from war-torn countries such as El
Salvador, Honduras and Haiti account for
90 percent of program's beneficiaries in
the U.S.
Donald Kerwin, the center's executive
director, said: "TPS has been a vitally
important and successful protection and
humanitarian program for 27 years. It's
definitely not a perfect program, but its
imperfections have more to do with who
it doesn't cover than who it does."
The program also doesn't provide a
path toward a more permanent status for
migrants since the Department of

Homeland Security has to periodically
grant extensions.
A TPS beneficiary from Haiti, for
example, who was granted protections
following the devastating earthquake in
2010 has to see if the U.S. government
will grant extensions to the program to
determine whether she or he can legally
remain the U.S. The extensions can go on
for years and, in the meantime, TPS beneficiaries get jobs, get married, have children, buy homes and become involved in
the community.
Though recently a six-month extension
was granted to Haitians, Homeland
Security on its webpage tells Haitian TPS
recipients to use the time before Jan. 22,
2018, to prepare for and arrange departure from the United States. DHS also
will look at what to do with TPS beneficiaries from El Salvador and Honduras in
early 2018.
Kerwin said many are deeply embedded in the U.S. communities and have
long contributed to the country, adding
that roughly half of Salvadorans and

Honduran TPS recipients have been in
the country 20 years or more.
"The concern is that the Trump administration could terminate the TPS designations for these nations, which our paper
concludes is the worst option," Kerwin
said. "It's really not just a lose-lose
option. It's a lose-lose-lose option
because, as the report shows, it would be
bad for the U.S., for its communities, for
families, for the housing market, for certain industries in particular and for the
economy overall."
It also would be detrimental to the
migrants' countries of origin, said
Kerwin, because they already have said
they can't safely accommodate returning
populations. Some migrants may not
leave and even those who do may
attempt a return to be with family in the
U.S. in the future, he said. Termination of
TPS would only create yet another group
of residents in the United States without
legal permission, Kerwin said.
Immigrant advocate groups are urging
more extensions, knowing that under a
Trump administration more permanent
options, and even legislative options, are
simply not a reality.
The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops' Committee on Migration has
repeatedly advocated for the extensions
and, in May, its chairman, Bishop Joe S.
Vasquez of Austin, Texas, thanked DHS
for the TPS extension for Haitians.
Other groups, such as the Catholic
Legal Immigration Network, said even
though the extension was a positive
development, it was a temporary fix.
Countries such as Haiti, whose citizens
benefit from the program, need more stability before masses of people are sent
back, CLINIC officials said. Some say
that destabilizing these countries with the
influx of people is only going to result in
even more people trying to leave their
homelands for the U.S.
(Please See ECONOMY/23)

Catholic charities want people to hear migrant stories
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- No
matter the position one takes on
national migration policy, Pope
Francis, Caritas Internationalis and
national Catholic charities across the
globe want Catholics to meet a
migrant or refugee and listen to his
or her story.
In late September, Pope Francis
will launch the "Share the Journey"
campaign, a two-year program of
Caritas Internationalis to promote
encounters between people on the
move and people living in the countries they are leaving, passing
through or arriving in.
Meeting migrants and refugees
and listening to their stories -- and
having them listen to the stories of
people in their host communities -mean the walls people have erected
in their minds and hearts should
begin to fall, said Michel Roy, secretary general of Caritas
Internationalis.

"You may be afraid of migrants as
a large group of people coming in,
but when you meet a migrant, then
you have a different vision," he said
July 27. Listening to their stories
makes it clear that "they are human
beings, they are human beings who
have suffered much; they've left a
situation where they could not live
anymore because of violence, conflict or just because of misery."
"Once you understand the story of
the person, then you will have a different attitude," he said.
Most people who vote for political
parties espousing anti-immigrant
sentiments, Roy believes, "have
never met a migrant," which makes
it easy for politicians to convince
them that they have something to
fear.
Even if the person does not
change their mind about the most
appropriate political policies for regulating migration, he said, it is nec-

essary to make the fear subside by
helping folks get to know the real
people who have left all behind
because of persecution, violence or
extreme poverty.
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of
Manila, Philippines, president of
Caritas Internationalis, wrote a letter
in late June asking members of the
Caritas federation to participate in
the campaign. He said, "One of the
most important questions we can
ask ourselves as individuals, communities and countries at this time
of mass movements of people and
global doubt is 'Do I allow fear to
prevail in my heart, or do I allow
hope to reign?'
"Through 'Share the Journey' we
hope to dispel fear and understand
why so many people are leaving
their homes at this time in history,"
the cardinal wrote. "We also want to
(Please See STORIES/23)

Michel Roy,
secretary
general of
Caritas
International
is, speaks
about
"Sharing the
Journey," a
campaign
that will
begin in late
September
to encourage people
to meet with
and listen to
migrants
and
refugees.
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Farewell, Mal
Diana Ramos, above, bids
farewell to Sister Malachy
Griffin at a reception in her
honor, July 6, 2017 at Christ
the King Retreat Center, in
San Angelo. Above right, Fr.
Charles Greenwell, pastor at
Holy Angels in San Angelo,
with Sister Malachy. At right,
Sister Malachy shares a
moment with a friend at the
reception.
Below, Sister Malachy was
honored with a plaque, a
cake and other items at her
reception. Sister Malachy
served the diocese for 33
years and returned to the
Sinsinawa Dominican motherhouse in Wisconsin upon
her retirement.
(Photos by Becca Sankey
Nelson)
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Steubenville

Lone Star

Group photo of young adults who attended this year’s Steubenville Lone Star, June 23-25, 2017 at the Irving Convention Center. Approximately 4,500 youth and adults gathered for
the 2nd annual Conference, with more than 10 percent — about 475 — participating from the Diocese of San Angelo. Bishop Micheal Sis and priests from the diocese attended.
(Photo by Isabel Garza).

What parishes are doing to welcome young adults
By Elise Italiano and Christopher White
Catholic News Service
Recently, while in Rome, we asked a longtime Vatican
journalist how she keeps her faith strong while covering
the ups and downs of church life. She pointed to St.
Peter's Square behind her and remarked that "my faith
isn't lived out there." She then added, "It's lived out in
my local parish."
As readers of this column know, one of us (Elise) is a
cradle Catholic and the other (Christopher) a convert.
But both of us can attest to how essential strong parish
life has been for strengthening our lives of faith.
For me (Christopher), growing up in a Protestant
church, coffee hours after church were a regular function. It was an occasion where cross sections of our
community could gather and continue our fellowship
beyond the church service. It was, in some respects, a
chance to build that culture of encounter that Pope
Francis speaks about so frequently.
After converting to Catholicism, I was dismayed that
my parish failed to offer anything similar. So, I urged
our parish council to institute a wine and cheese hour
after the Sunday evening masses.
It was here where I met not just other members of my
parish, but my neighbors, as well. This would later lead

to subsequent dinner party invitations, concerts and
shows, art gallery viewings and, ultimately, new and
true friendships.
Leaving a vibrant college campus ministry and transitioning to parish life at 22 was something of an adjustment for me (Elise). Beyond daily and Sunday Mass, it
was hard to find support as a graduate student and later
as young, single professional.
Parishes invest a good deal of time in educating young
kids, supporting family life and taking care of the material needs of the local community. When it comes to single professionals between 21-35, many parishes offer a
one-size-fits-all approach: a young adult group that
meets once a month after Mass for some sort of social
activity.
I have been incredibly blessed to attend a parish in the
greater Washington metro area where being a single professional is the norm. The genius of this particular
parish is that it engages its parishioners (more than 50
percent of them are between the ages of 25-50) with a
variety of options:
There are adult catechetical series for those interested
in study; small faith groups for personal support; a
weekly event in which confession and adoration are followed by drinking at the local Irish pub (and the priests
do come); and there are opportunities for local service

and international mission trips.
The variety has been important for me, as the sacramental dimension of faith requires a social dimension.
Even the most committed young Catholics need more
than an hour alone in the pew to grow in their faith.
In the preparatory document for next year's synod on
young people, there is recognition that parishes must
"offer events, activities, times and itineraries for
younger generations." These events and activities are a
time in which the sacramental life is given a lived-out
experience. But these events cannot merely be instituted
from on high; they must take into consideration the
needs and realities of young people.
That's why we believe it's critical for young people to
be given a welcome spot on parish councils. The synod
preparatory document affirms this too, noting that young
people must be invited to "make their creative contribution and accepting their ideas, even when they appear
challenging."
It's a practical and first step that parishes can begin to
implement immediately -- not merely waiting until after
the synod process is complete. And it's one that we
believe will produce a welcome fruit for all ages to reap
its benefits.
Join the conversation. Email: inlightoffaith@catholicnews.com
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Give us this day our daily bread

Sandwiches for the
Homeless changing
lives of recipients,
parishioners alike
in D.C. suburb

A man in Washington reaches into a lunch bag distributed by Holy Name of Jesus parishioners June 25. More
than 50 meals were distributed that day. (CNS
photo/Jose Montoya)

By Jose Montoya
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON — While driving to
work with his son, Eric Von Gay Sr.
noticed a homeless man walk out of his
tent to look for food in the grass. That's
when Eric Gay Jr. got the idea to "keep
what Father Bill started."
His thought about helping the less fortunate was in response to a luncheon Father
Bill Carloni hosted for underserved people
a couple weeks earlier at Holy Name
Catholic Church in Washington, where the
priest is administrator.
Eric Jr. believed his idea would be a perfect way to get the community at Holy
Name involved with doing something bigger than themselves.
Since then, Eric Sr. and his wife, Gale
Gay, committed themselves to giving food
to the homeless after church.
"In this day and age with all that's going
on, I think people need to see that there are
people out there that are trying to help
them," said Gale, who spoke to Catholic
News Service while giving out lunches. "A
positive image that we give to them might
give them a vision to what they could do
for somebody else."
Before the school year ended in June,
Father Carloni got some of the kids
involved with the bagged lunch program.
"When school was in, we would give
them (sandwiches) to Father Bill and he
would have the kids … walk out with them
and give them to the homeless," Eric Sr.
said.
Overall it is a group effort to help those

in need, he added.
Holy Name is not only changing the
lives of those in need, but its parishioners
as well.
"It's like a fellowship," Eric Sr. said.
"There would be like 20 people down here
putting together 50, 60, 70 lunches together."
Every other Sunday, parishioners gather
after the 11 a.m. Mass and fill bags with a
sandwich, chips and water. After the bags
are prepared, the group walks around the
Atlas neighborhood near the church and
gives the food to homeless people.
For Eric Sr., "it's a great feeling." From
the smiling faces to the conversations, he
loves interacting with and giving to those
in need.
He has served as the parish council president for 10 years and is a member of the 11
a.m. choir. In addition to giving meals to
the homeless on the streets, he volunteers
his time at the church's food pantry.
The pantry at Holy Name started as a
couple cabinets of food in 2014. The
pantry gave out around 10 to 15 bags of
groceries per week when they first started.
Since then, it has transitioned to a room
filled with food in addition to two refrigerators and freezers.
"Now we serve people twice a week,"
said pantry volunteer Teresa King-Smith.
The pantry is open on the second and
fourth Tuesdays and Thursdays of each
month. People can come to the pantry on
Tuesdays from 5-7 p.m. and on Thursdays
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
King began volunteering at Assumption
Catholic Church in 2008. In fall 2014, she

left Assumption and came to Holy Name.
The food pantry consistently gives out 75
to 100 bags per week.
"Our group is steady because most of
them are low-income to under lowincome," King told CNS. "We have people
come all year long."
It's not just the food people come for.
Many of them come for prayers from
Father Carloni or one of the volunteers.
King said she enjoys when people ask for a
hug and prayer.
The priest's church is lively and full of
music that has the congregation clapping to
the beat. During the rite of Peace, Father
Carloni walks around the entire church and
shakes each person's hand.
Holy Name's churchgoers are diverse in
age and race, and Father Carloni said he
enjoys seeing the change in the parish
community -- which reflects the changes in
the neighborhood around Holy Name.
"This is a neighborhood that is transforming very quickly," Father Carloni said.
To learn more about the community near
Holy Name, Father Carloni asked the
District of Columbia government to conduct a study on the area's demographics.
It showed the neighborhood has a high
percentage of young adults, that the cost of
housing has risen and the amount of people
living in poverty has remained similar to
what it has been.
"Of all the changes that have happened,
the amount of people that are under the
poverty line has only gone down 1 percent," Father Carloni said.
This means that those who cannot afford
to move out of the neighborhood to find a

lower cost of living became more prone to
being at the poverty level.
Because of the large number of those in
poverty near the church, Holy Name has
continued to find ways to help those in its
community.
Between the bagged lunch and the food
pantry, Holy Name puts a big effort into
helping out those in need. The church
doesn't just help those without homes.
"Some of these people have homes, it's
just that they don't have enough as far as
financial stability," Gale Gay said.
Cheryl McLaughlin, director of religious
education and parish secretary at Holy
Name, has seen the effects of homelessness
in the Trinidad neighborhood, which sits
just north of the church and is where many
of the church members live.
"I have the privilege of living in the
Trinidad neighborhood so I get to see a lot
of what goes on in the neighborhood,"
McLaughlin said. "We have a lot of homeless people."
To help those in need, Holy Name provides much more than food, she said.
"We also have shampoos and soaps and
toothbrushes and toothpastes and razors
and combs," McLaughlin said. "Simple
things that the average person takes for
granted, we provide those for anybody
that comes to the door and have a need."
In the end, it's about being there for others.
"You don't have to be a rich person or a
poor person to give back to your community," Eric Sr. said. "You just have to have
commitment to your community and a
commitment to the Lord."
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Understanding the gift of God’s grace more deeply
By Fr. Ron Rolheiser
The mark of genuine contrition is not a
sense of guilt, but a sense of sorrow, of
regret for having taken a wrong turn; just
as the mark of living in grace is not a
sense of our own worth
but a sense of being
accepted and loved
despite our unworthiness. We are spiritually
healthy when our lives
are marked by honest
confession and honest
praise.
Jean-Luc Marion highFr. Rolheiser
lights this in a commentary on St. Augustine’s famous
Confessions. He sees Augustine’s confession as a work of a true moral conscience
because it is both a confession of praise
and a confession of sin. Gil Bailie suggests that this comment underlines an
important criterion by which to judge
whether or not we are living in grace: “If
the confession of praise is not accompanied by the confession of sin it is an
empty and pompous gesture. If the confession of sins is not accompanied by a
confession of praise, it is equally vacuous
and barren, the stuff of trashy magazines
and tabloid newspapers, a self-preening
parody of repentance.”
Gil is right, but doing both confessions

at one and the same time is not an easy
task. We generally find ourselves falling
into either a confession of praise where
there is no real confession of our own sin;
or into the “self-preening parody of
repentance” of a still self-absorbed convert, where our confession rings hollow
because it shows itself more as a badge of
sophistication than as genuine sorrow for
having strayed.
In neither case is there a true sense of
grace. Piet Fransen, whose masterful
book on grace served as a textbook in
seminaries and theology schools for a
generation, submits that neither the selfconfident believer (who still secretly
envies the pleasures of the amoral that
he’s missing out on) nor the wayward
person who converts but still feels grateful for his fling, has yet understood grace.
We understand grace only when we grasp
existentially what’s inside the Father’s
words to his older son in the parable of
the prodigal son: My son, you are always
with me, and everything I have is yours.
But we had to celebrate and be glad,
because this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.
The older brother would not be bitter if
he understood that everything his father
owns is already his, just as he would not
be envious of the pleasures his wayward
brother tasted if he understood that, in

real life, his brother had been dead. But it
takes a deeper grasp of what grace is to
intuit that, namely, to grasp that life
inside God’s house dwarfs all other pleasures. The same is true for the convert
who has given up his wayward life but
still secretly rejoices in the experience
and sophistication it brought him and
nurses a condescending pity for the lessexperienced. He too has not yet really
understood grace.
In his book, The Idea of the Holy, now
considered a classic, Rudolf Otto submits
that in the presence of the holy we will
always have a double reaction: fear and
attraction. Like Peter at the
Transfiguration, we will want to build a
tent and stay there forever; but, like him
too before the miraculous catch of fish, we
will also want to say: “Depart from me for
I am a sinful man.” In the presence of the
holy, we want to burst forth in praise even
as we want to confess our sins.
That insight can help us to understand
grace. Piet Fransen begins his signature
book on grace, The New Life of Grace,
by asking us to imagine this scene:
Picture a man who lives his life in mindless hedonism. He simply drinks in the
sensual pleasures of this world without a
thought for God, responsibility, or morality. Then, after a long life of illicit pleasure, he has a genuine deathbed conversion, sincerely confesses his sins,

receives the sacraments of the church,
and dies in that happy state. If our spontaneous reaction to this story is: “Well,
the lucky fellow! He had fling and still
made it in the end!” we have not yet
understood grace but instead are still
embittered moralizers standing like the
older brother in need of a further conversation with our God.
And the same holds true too for the
convert who still feels that what he’s
experienced in his waywardness, his
fling, is a deeper joy than the one known
by those who have not strayed. In this
case, he’s come back to his father’s house
not because he senses a deeper joy there
but because he deems his return an
unwanted duty, less exciting, less interesting, and less joy-filled than a sinful life,
but a necessary moral exit strategy. He
too has yet to understand grace.
Only when we understand what the
father of the prodigal son means when he
says to the older brother: Everything I
have is yours”, will we offer both a confession of praise and a confession of sin.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author,
is President of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be
contacted through his website www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Pope Francis teachings speak to today’s priests
By Most Rev. Robert Barron
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles
I write these words from the Nuremore
Hotel in Monaghan, Ireland, where I am
conducting a retreat for the good priests of
the Dublin Archdiocese. As I look out at
these men, I am
reminded of so many
of my own relatives on
both sides of my family
(“Gosh, he looks like
Uncle Charlie” and
“That one is the spitting image of my
cousin Terry”), for I am
Irish all the way
through. Many of the
Bishop Barron
priests who are making
the retreat are retired, and it is edifying to
see so many who have bravely borne the
heat of the day. Do say a prayer for them.
The theme that I have chosen for my
talks is “Pope Francis Speaks to Priests.” I
have culled a number of motifs from the
Pope’s numerous talks, sermons, and lectures to priests, seminarians, and bishops.
Allow me, in the course of this brief article
to say just a few words about each one.
The first is “encountering Christ.”
Drawing from the writings of Padre Luigi
Giussani and others, Pope Francis emphasizes that the single most important feature
of Christianity is a personal friendship with
the Lord Jesus. The Christian faith is not a
philosophy or a social theory or an ideolo-

gy, but rather a living relationship with
Jesus. Therefore, I have told the priests of
Dublin, make Christ the center of your
lives and let every aspect of your life and
ministry revolve around your friendship
with the Lord.
The second theme is “living simply.”
Nothing about Pope Francis has so captivated the popular imagination than his gestures in the direction of simplicity of life:
paying his own bill at the clerical residence
just after his election as Pope, riding in the
unpretentious Fiat rather than a limo, dining with the homeless, residing in the
Santa Marta Hotel rather than the
Apostolic Palace, etc. In an address to consecrated religious in 2015, the Pope cited
his spiritual father Ignatius of Loyola to the
effect that poverty is the “wall and the
mother of the consecrated life,” mother
because it gives birth to greater confidence
in God and wall because it keeps out
worldliness.
The third motif I am exploring is preaching, which Pope Francis emphasizes time
and again when he addresses priests and
seminarians. The Pope once remarked that
everyone suffers from preaching, the
priests from having to give sermons and
the faithful from having to listen to them!
In my presentation, I’m stressing that there
should always be an element of the surprising and the novel in good Christian preaching, for the preacher is trading in Good
News. Something utterly unexpected has
happened—namely the resurrection of

Jesus Christ from the dead—and the
preacher wants to grab his audience by the
shoulders and tell them about it. If he is
simply sharing bland spiritual truisms, he
is not really preaching.
Fourthly, I’m urging the priests of Dublin
to be what the Pope calls “missionary disciples.” Vatican II was, first and foremost,
a missionary council, whose purpose was
to push the Church outward, bringing the
lumen of Christ to the gentes. Paul VI,
John Paul II, and Benedict XVI all followed this impulse in stressing the centrality of the new evangelization. Pope Francis
has rung the same bell in his insistence that
the Church must go out to the periferia, to
the margins both economic and existential.
He offers a funny and wise commentary on
the famous scene from the book of
Revelation in which Jesus stands at the
door and knocks. This represents, says
Francis, not so much the Lord’s desire to
enter into our hearts as his longing to get
out into the world!
The fifth topic is perhaps the interpretive
key to the Francis papacy, namely, mercy.
The Church, he has memorably commented, is like a field hospital, where those
deeply wounded by our postmodern society come to be treated. Misericordia (a suffering heart) is therefore prerequisite number one for those who would aspire to
serve in that treatment center. Whatever
else the Church says and does, I told the
Dublin presbyterate, it must return to, and
be conditioned by, the attitude of mercy.

Finally, I am sharing some reflections on
the Pope’s encyclical letter Laudato Si. I
realize that many tended to read this text as
Francis’s treatise on “global warming,” and
whether one celebrates or bemoans the
Pope’s view on that particular topic, to
read the encyclical from that perspective
alone is to miss a lovely forest for one tree.
What Francis accomplishes in Laudato Si
is the placing of the Christian life into a
properly cosmic context, and this brings
him close to all of the great pre-modern
figures in Christian spirituality and theology. Modernity has tended to construe the
human being as, in Descartes’s famous
phrase, the “master of nature,” whereas the
Biblical, patristic, and medieval commentators saw the human being as stewards of
creation, indeed, as the one who has the
privilege and responsibility of leading all
of creation in an act of praise. I have
shared with the priests of Dublin the
ancient notion that the priest celebrating
Mass is speaking, in a sense, on behalf of
the entire material creation. This explains
why pre-modern Churches, such as the
great Gothic Cathedrals, were decorated,
inside and out, with images of plants, animals, sun, moon, stars, and planets.
Curiously, an excessive anthropocentrism
has actually undermined our attempts to
evangelize the contemporary culture.
Again, please pray for the priests of the
Archdiocese of Dublin, and indeed for all
priests, as we strive to fulfill our mission.
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Strong opinions abound, which can create Mass confusion
By Greg Erlandsen
Catholic News Service
In professional Catholic circles, a tired joke that still
makes the rounds goes like this:
Q: What's the difference between a liturgist and a terrorist?
A: You can negotiate with a terrorist.
Most Catholics never use the word
"liturgist" in everyday conversation,
and may never have even knowingly
met a liturgist, but the average Massgoing Catholic can be as opinionated
as any liturgist:
The music is too contemporary, too
Erlandsen
old-fashioned, too boring, too hip.
The priest should celebrate with his
back to the people. We should all gather around the altar
and hold hands.
More Latin! No Latin! The preaching is too long. Too
short. There's no bells. There's too many bells. Altar
girls, oh my! Communion in the hand, oh no!
Liturgy is "the summit and center of Christian worship," as one Vatican document described it. And
whether or not all of us would use these words, we
instinctively get its meaning because it is central to how
we most publicly express our faith week in and week

out.
The Mass is when most of us have contact with the
church. It is how we come to celebrate together Christ's
great gift to us: his body and blood. It is understandable
that we all have opinions about it.
Liturgists, of course, have more opinions, because
they have made a study of it, know its history and work
with all of its elements to create something that will
become a means by which we can more clearly and reverently experience that "summit and center." Of course,
they don't agree either.
What got me thinking about all of this is a nearby
parish, where a kind of Balkanization of the Sunday
liturgies has taken place.
One Mass is considered the folk Mass, with a welltrained musical group (yes, two guitars are part of the
ensemble) that tilts toward more or less contemporary
music.
Another Mass comes closer to what in my childhood
would have been called a high Mass. A greater likelihood of incense, and also a well-trained choir that from
the loft behind us sings more traditional hymns and
occasional chant.
Other Masses on the same Sunday include a musicfree early morning Mass and a robustly diverse Nigerian
Mass with exotic rhythms and vivid colors.
I've found that many people have strong opinions
about which liturgy is best. I have also observed some

fascinating demographics. There's a bit more gray hair at
the "folk Mass," and a lot of young families at the "high
Mass." Not what the advocates of liturgical changes 50
years ago would have predicted.
At first, I found all these opinions a bit off-putting. In
2017, do we really need to have the "My Mass is better
than your Mass" argument?
But as I've grown accustomed to the different styles, I
go back to a favorite meditation: God loves diversity. He
created this absurdly diverse world, from the microscopic to the planetary, and we -- the summit of his creation,
created in his image and likeness -- are wildly diverse as
well. So the idea of one parish having multiple liturgical
styles might just be the plan.
The Nigerians helped me see this. For a people far
from their homeland, what a blessing it must be to have
the powerful familiarity of a liturgy drenched in their
music, their language, their culture.
The real trick, we still struggle to master, is how to
have our opinions while appreciating our differences and
seeing Christ in the other. The starting place, of course,
is the Eucharist. With organ, guitar, drums or silence, it
is our unity with the Lord that should be the pulse we
quicken to.
Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief of Catholic
News Service, can be reached at gerlandson@catholicnews.com.

The church and Medjugorje / Can I stop going to Mass?
By Fr. Kenneth Doyle
Catholic News Service
Q. What is the current official
response of the church to the reported
apparitions at
Medjugorje?
(Palmyra, Virginia)
A. As I write this
answer (in July 2017),
the church still awaits a
formal pronouncement
from the Vatican on the
authenticity of the
alleged appearances of
Doyle
Our Lady at Medjugorje
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The most recent
clue as to what that final decision might
say comes from comments made by Pope
Francis to journalists on the papal plane as
he returned to Rome from Fatima in May
2017.
The pontiff said that, while investigations into the original reported apparitions
in 1981 should continue, he has personal
doubts that Mary continues to appear to
the "seers." (Three of the six young people
who claim to have seen Our Lady in 1981
say that she continues to appear to them
each day, while the other three assert that
Mary now appears to them once a year.)
The church's investigations have been
long and comprehensive. From 1982 to
1990, first a local diocesan commission
and then a Yugoslavian bishops' panel
looked into the matter before deciding that
they could not confirm that the supposed
appearances were authentic. Beginning in
2010, another commission established by
Pope Benedict XVI looked further into the
claims; that commission has not yet issued
a public report.
Meanwhile, thousands of pilgrims continue to flock to Medjugorje each month

with clear spiritual benefit -- including, for
some, the restoration of faith and return to
the sacraments after many years away.
Pope Francis acknowledged this in his
recent remarks on the plane, saying, "The
spiritual fact, the pastoral fact, that people
go there and are converted, the people
who meet God, who change their lives ...
cannot be denied." For that reason, Pope
Francis recently appointed the archbishop
of Warsaw-Praga as his personal envoy to
Medjugorje to study the pastoral needs of
the townspeople and the pilgrims.
Pope Francis' remarks while returning
from Fatima would seem to match unofficial reports that the Vatican commission
believes that the first seven appearances of
Mary from June 24-July 3, 1981, were
authentic but that the thousands of supposed visions since are dubious. Pope
Francis told reporters, "I prefer Our Lady
to be a mother, our mother, and not a telegraph operator who sends out a message
every day at a certain time."
Q. One month from now, I will turn
90 years old. What determines when it
is best for a person not to attend
Sunday Mass?
I have macular degeneration and cannot follow the scriptural passages in the
missal or follow the words to the
hymns. My legs are very weak from
vascular problems, and I have fallen
several times.
Our church is consistently cold for
me, even when I wear a jacket. (Last
Sunday, it was 55 degrees outside, and
the air conditioning was on.)
I still love going to Mass, and my wife
can still do the driving, but for future
reference, I would appreciate the
church's thinking. (Columbus, Ohio)
A. The church's Code of Canon Law

recognizes that the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass can be lifted for "grave
cause" (Canon 1248.2). Illness (or the
need to care for the sick) have traditionally been seen as qualifying reasons -- particularly when combined with the frailty
of advanced age.
If anything, we tend to be too scrupulous in this regard. Regularly, I see people
with communicable illnesses jeopardize
themselves and others by following what
they perceive to be their obligation to be
in church on Sunday -- and similarly for
the elderly in hazardous weather.
In your own situation, I don't think the
macular degeneration excuses you -- since
you can listen, with profit, to the scriptural
readings and the hymns. But the vascular
issue is a different story -- that could lead,
and apparently has led, to dangerous falls.
So be generous to yourself in your judgment: You might be better off staying at
home and praying right where you are -perhaps watching the Mass on television,
although you would not be obliged to do
that.
There is, though, no substitute for the
spiritual strength which comes from holy
Communion; so why not ask your pastor
to designate an extraordinary minister of
holy Communion (perhaps your wife) to
bring Communion to you at home?
Q. I am wondering how the common
representation of Mary in art form
came to be. Whether in Nativity scenes,
statues or paintings, she is usually
shown as being Caucasian (or at least
European), with a pale complexion and
hair that is almost blond. Shouldn't she
be depicted instead as dark-skinned,
dark-haired and Jewish? (Corydon,
Indiana)
A. For many centuries, the focal point of

Christianity was Europe, and a heavy
majority of the world's Catholics lived on
that continent. (In more recent years that
has changed rapidly; according to the Pew
Research Center, in the year 1910, 65 percent of all Catholics lived in Europe, but
by 2010 only 24 percent did.)
Because most religious artists were
European, it is not surprising that they
portrayed Mary as looking like the people
they knew; they were not trying to create a
photographic replica of Mary of Nazareth
but to appeal to the religious sensibilities
of those most likely to view their work.
Had they wanted instead an exact likeness, they would have known even in the
Middle Ages that Palestinian Jews at the
time of Christ had darker skin, with darker
eyes and a dark hair color. (What they
might not have known then -- but what
nearly all biblical scholars believe today -is that, based on Jewish marriage customs
of the time, Mary was most likely 14 or
15 years old when she gave birth to Jesus.)
There is, of course, a range of artistic
works that do portray Mary with nonEuropean features. Probably the best
known of these is the image of Our Lady
of Guadalupe.
In 1531, Mary appeared to an indigenous named Juan Diego on a hill outside
Mexico City. When the local bishop was
skeptical and asked for a sign, Mary
directed Juan Diego to collect roses in his
cloak and bring them to the bishop. As he
unfolded the cloak, dozens of roses fell to
the floor and revealed the image of Mary
imprinted on the inside -- with the dark
skin of the indigenous people.
--Questions may be sent to Father Kenneth
Doyle at askfatherdoyle@gmail.com and
30 Columbia Circle Dr., Albany, New York
12203.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Considering the options
for infertile couples
By Fr. Tad Pacholczyk
When Catholic couples experience trouble getting pregnant, they often seek medical help and begin to research what
options are available to
them. A number of
moral considerations
and questions generally
emerge during this
process: Why are techniques like in vitro fertilization (IVF) considered immoral? What
approaches will the
Pacholczyk
Church allow us to try?
What does our infertility
mean, spiritually and personally, in the
face of our fervent but frustrated desire for
a baby?
When a couple, after having non-contraceptive sexual intercourse for a year or
more, begins to investigate whether there
are issues related to infertility, some medical professionals simply encourage them
to turn to the infertility industry and try
IVF or a related technique like artificial
insemination. These approaches, however,
raise a host of moral concerns, including
that they substitute an act of “production”
for the act of marital self-giving, allow a
third party outside the marriage to become
the cause of the conception, often require
masturbation, and may result in significant
“collateral damage,” including embryo
destruction, embryo freezing and disruptive effects on a woman’s physiology from
the powerful super-ovulatory drugs used
during the procedures.
It can be helpful to keep in mind a particular “rule of thumb” for determining
whether a procedure is morally acceptable:
treatments that assist the marital act are permissible, while those that replace, or substitute for, the marital act raise serious moral
objections. The ideal approach to resolving
infertility involves identifying the underlying causes (endometriosis? fallopian tube
blockage? problems ovulating? etc.) and
addressing those causes so that marital
intercourse can now result in a conception.
While this may seem sensible and even
obvious, many obstetricians and gynecologists today do not offer much more than a
cursory workup or exam prior to recommending that the couple approach a fertility clinic and employ their services to produce a baby via IVF. Couples ought
instead to look into techniques that can
methodically diagnose and heal the underlying reasons for infertility, like FEMM
(Fertility Education & Medical
Management, https://femmhealth.org) pioneered by Dr. Pilar Vigil, or
NaProTechnology (Natural Procreative
Technology, see http://www.naprotechnology.com), led by Dr. Tom Hilgers, Both
are Catholic ob/gyns with great track
records in helping to resolve underlying
infertility issues and helping couples to
conceive naturally.
NaPro has been around a little longer

and employs a range of approaches which
may include, for example, hormonal modulation of menstrual cycle irregularities;
surgical correction of fallopian tube damage or occlusions; fertility drugs to help a
woman’s ovaries to release eggs; Viagra or
other approaches to address erectile dysfunction; correcting penile structural
defects such as hypospadias; addressing
premature ejaculation; using NFP (natural
family planning) to observe naturally
occurring signs of fertility during the
woman’s cycle to time intercourse; using
LTOT (low tubal ovum transfer), in which
eggs are retrieved and transplanted into the
uterus or fallopian tube at a point likely to
result in fertilization following the marital
act; and surgical resolution of endometriosis. Dr. Hilgers has formed and trained a
number of other physicians who work as
independent NaProTechnology specialists
in the U.S. and abroad. FEMM is building
a similar network.
On the other hand, a number of other
widely-available techniques, instead of
assisting the marital act, end up replacing it
with another kind of act altogether, namely,
an act of “producing” or “manufacturing”
children in laboratories. These techniques
— like IVF; intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI); artificial insemination; hiring a
surrogate to carry a pregnancy; and cloning
— obviously raise serious moral objections.
In some cases, a couple’s infertility will
end up being irresolvable. Even as a husband and wife face the grief and sorrow of
not being able naturally to conceive children of their own, they can still realize
their paternal and maternal desires in other
meaningful, fruitful and loving ways. For
example, they may discern a call to adopt a
child, providing a mom and a dad to someone whose parents have died or felt that
they could not care for the child. They
might decide to become a camp counselor
or a schoolteacher, or provide temporary
foster care to a child in crisis, generously
taking on an authentic parenting role. They
may become a “Big Brother/Big Sister” to
youth in the community who yearn for a
father or mother figure in their lives.
Although these solutions do not take
away all the grief, they are a means by
which God helps to draw good out of their
situation. By these means, couples are
challenged to “think outside the box” and
enter into the mysterious designs of God
within their marriage. By stepping away
from a desire to conceive and raise biological children of their own, couples facing
irresolvable infertility can discover new
and unexpected paths to marital fruitfulness, paths that bring great blessings to
others, and that can lead to abiding joy and
marital fulfillment.
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.

CALENDARS (continued)
(From 4)
Prayer Group
29-Oct 1— Engaged
Encounter
PRIEST ORDINATION DATES
AUGUST
12-Fr. David Herrera (1989)
13-Fr. Lionel Fernando
(1987)
15-Fr. Fabian Rosette
(1980)
22 -Fr. Charles Okonkwo
(1992)
PRIEST ORDINATION DATES
SEPTEMBER
2-Fr. Albert Ezeanya (2005)
NECROLOGY—PRIESTS
AUGUST
7-Fr. Andrew DeMuth (1969)
10-Fr. Michael Barbarossa,
OFM (1981)

12-Fr. Ted McNulty (2006)
14-Fr. Bernard Binversie
(1992)
15-Fr. Sam Homsey CPPS
(2004)
19-Msgr. Arnold Boeding
(1989)
22-Fr. Charles Larue (2005)
23-Fr. Raymond Gallagher
(2010)
23-Fr. Charles Knapp (1978)
29-Msgr. Francis X. Frey
(2014)
NECROLOGY PRIESTS —
SEPTEMBER
1-Rev. James Delaney, OMI
(2007)
2-Rev. Hilarin Lapinski
(1994)
4-Rev. John Busch, OMI
(2003)
6-Rev. Vincent Daugintis
(1990)
10-Rev. James Franchi
(1969)

10-Rev. Leo St. John, OMI
(1976)
15-Rev. Peter Vergauwen
(2003)
21- Rev. Domingo Estrada
(2009)
23-Rev. Herman Valladares
(1997)
25-Rev. William Lensing
(1978)
NECROLOGY-DEACONS
AUGUST
23 — Deacon Eufracio
Hernandez (1998)
28 — Deacon Mario
Calderon (1998)
31 — Deacon Encinencio
Samaniego (2008)
NECROLOGY-DEACONS
SEPTEMBER
5-Deacon Jesus Mercado
(2009)
28Deacon Paul Ramos
(1990)

The 2018 synod and the imperative
of really listening to Hispanic youth
By Hoffsman Ospino
Catholic News Service
The wheels have been in motion for
more than a year in preparation for the October 2018
synod. Bishops, observers
and other voices from
around the world will gather
to reflect about "Young people, faith and vocational discernment." This is definitely
Ospino
a most timely conversation.
The Vatican released in
June a questionnaire that aims at taking the
pulse of various realities shaping the lives
of young Catholics. The 53 questions range
all the way from basic demographic information to perspectives about life, relationships, politics and faith. A rather ambitious
questionnaire, indeed!
The results of the questionnaire will be
helpful to write the working document to
ground the conversation among the bishops
and others attending the synod. However, it

seems that the primary beneficiaries of
such process of data collection should be
dioceses and parishes. Like politics, to paraphrase a popular expression, all ministry
is local.
Will the information received in the context of each diocese be available to local
leaders so they can study it and act upon it?
I hope it is.
Learning about young Catholics in
Europe, Africa and Latin America can be
very interesting. As a theologian and a
researcher, I will definitely be paying close
attention to this exercise. However, living
in the United States, I want to know what
our own Catholic young women and men
are saying, what they need and how we
should better accompany them on their
faith journeys.
Is a questionnaire enough to learn what
we need to learn about young Catholics in
the United States? Well, questionnaires are
valuable tools, but we should not limit our
(Please See OSPINO/22)

El sínodo del 2018 y la necesidad urgente
de escuchar a los jóvenes hispanos
By Hoffsman Ospino
Catholic News Service
Por más de un año han avanzado los
preparativos para el sínodo que tendrá lugar
en octubre del 2018. Obispos, observadores
y otras voces de varias partes del mundo se
reunirán para reflexionar sobre "los
jóvenes, la fe y el discernimiento vocacional". Éste es el momento propicio para
dicha conversación.
En junio el Vaticano distribuyó un cuestionario que busca tomar el pulso de las
varias realidades que afectan las vidas de
los jóvenes católicos. Sus 53 preguntas buscan colectar información que va desde
datos demográficos básicos hasta perspectivas sobre la vida, las relaciones, actitudes
políticas y la fe. ¡Ciertamente es un cuestionario un tanto ambicioso!
Los resultados del cuestionario servirán
como base para ayudar a redactar el docu-

mento de trabajo que iluminará la conversación entre los obispos y otros participantes en el sínodo. Sin embargo, es posible prever que los beneficiarios más
inmediatos de tal proceso de colección de
información sean las diócesis y las parroquias. Como en el caso de la política, según
reza una expresión popular, toda acción
pastoral es local.
¿Recibirán los líderes pastorales a nivel
local la información que se recoja en el
contexto de cada diócesis para así estudiarla y luego tomar medidas de acción?
Espero que tal sea el caso.
Conocer sobre la realidad de los jóvenes
católicos en Europa, África y América
Latina puede ser muy interesante. Como
teólogo e investigador, ciertamente pondré
atención a este ejercicio. Sin embargo,
viviendo en los Estados Unidos quiero
(Mira SINODO/22)
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Three questions for vocational discernment
By Katie Daniels
Catholic News Service
It was a hot, sunny day in early September and
the lawn around me was a sea of colorful banners
and signs advertising debate clubs and Ultimate
Frisbee teams. Like many college freshmen, I
was overwhelmed by the sheer number of clubs
at the annual student activity fair.
I was also a little overenthusiastic: I signed up
for any club that promised free pizza, including
the student-run Catholic newspaper. Although I'd
never written for a school paper, it seemed like a
very collegiate thing to do. (Along with eating all
that free pizza, of course.)
But that was just choosing a club. For young
people today, discerning our vocation and taking
steps toward it can feel overwhelming. As we
graduate from school, find jobs and start families,
the difficulty finding work and the alienating
effect of technology only worsen the problem.
Pope Francis articulates another issue that compounds the problem: "The horizon consists of
options that can always be reversed rather than
definitive choices," he writes. "Young people
refuse to continue on a personal journey of life, if

it means giving up taking different paths in the
future: 'Today I choose this, tomorrow we'll see.'"
At least in my corner of the world, we've got so
many choices open to us that we can easily be
paralyzed in front of all of the options. It's a
much bigger version than a college student fair,
and the stakes feel a bit higher.
More than ever, young people need a framework to help us determine our vocations. But
amid what Pope Francis calls the "noise and confusion" in the world, how do we figure out what
we're called to do?
During college, the best advice I received on
how to think about vocation was that my vocation wasn't really about me at all. At the Jesuit
university I attended, students weren't asked,
"What are your skills?" but instead, "How will
you use your skills to serve others?"
A well-known Boston College theology professor, Father Michael Himes, best articulates this
other-centered framework for thinking about
vocation. In his "Three Key Questions" talk,
Father Himes asks young people to consider
three questions: What gives you joy? Are you
good at it? Does anyone need you to do it?
While young people around the world have dif-

Is touching believing?
By Brett Robinson
Catholic News Service
As I write this, on the Feast of
St. Thomas the Apostle, I am
reminded of the Caravaggio
painting in which Doubting
Thomas places his hand in the
wounded side of Our Lord. It's a
gripping scene in which the
apostle's disbelief
in Christ's resurrection is transformed in an
instant, not by
forceful argument, but by
touching his master's brutal
Robinson
wound.
In one of the
courses I teach at Notre Dame, I
often show Caravaggio's painting
next to a magazine ad for the
very first iPhone back in 2007.
The original iPhone ad features
an index finger reaching out to
touch the glowing screen of an
iPhone with the caption,
"Touching is Believing." The
students revel in the similarity
between the painting and the ad,
recognizing the shades of a more
religious past that continue to
show up in popular culture.
The correspondence between
the Caravaggio painting and the
iPhone ad is a parable for the
digital age. Touching is not necessarily caring unless we enter
into the suffering of the other.
We are called to suffer with others by being as present to them
as possible, even when it's most
inconvenient or harrowing.
It is all too tempting to "like"

or react to a social media post
that calls on our compassion and
feel self-satisfied in doing so. I
touched the "like" button for that
story about the U.K. parents who
don't want to take their terminally ill baby off of life support.
Was that a work of mercy? There
was nothing corporeal about it.
The touchscreen gives the illusion that we are physically
engaging the world through
"touching" information, but the
whole experience is rather discarnate. That's troubling for a
church that is founded on the
Incarnation.
If we can't believe everything
we read or hear, perhaps we
should pay more attention to the
role touch plays. It certainly
shapes how we interact with our
devices, using our body's own
electrical activity to bring to life
capacitive screens, but there is
something more.
There is another scene in the
Gospel in which touch is indicative of our longing for God. It is
in the garden outside the tomb
where Mary Magdalene, in her
grief, mistakes the risen Christ
for a gardener. She laments that
someone has taken the body of
her Lord and wants to know
where it has gone.
In reply, Jesus simply says her
name, Mary, and she immediately recognizes him. In an instant,
she reaches out to touch him, but
he says, "Do not touch me, for I
am not yet ascended to my
Father."
The Latin "noli me tangere" is
translated, "do not touch me."
But the Greek, "me mou hap-

tou," can be translated as "do not
seek to cling to, or embrace me."
Herein lies the lesson for our
touchscreen generation.
Our screens present transient
information, here one second,
gone the next. People pop in via
text message or Snapchat and
then disappear seconds later.
There is nothing to touch or
cleave to other than the device
itself, which presents us with all
of these addictive stimuli.
Reconsider Christ's words in
this context. We must not cleave
to this instant contact and gratification. In one of those strange
twists in the English language,
the word "cleave" can also mean
to divide or separate. It is in the
heart of this paradox between
attachment and detachment that
Christ asks us to dwell.
Ultimately, we should be
focused on the promise of
Christ's return. The same can be
said for our use of digital communication. Focus on the promise of return when we can see
and touch the friends and family
that populate our social media
feeds and messages, to offer
them our full and sincere attention and compassion.
Make it a priority to make
physical contact with someone or
to read a book rather than a blog.
Revel in the physical matter that
makes up our life on this earth.
Just don't get too attached: "At
present we see indistinctly, as in
a mirror, but then face to face" (1
Cor 13:12).
Robinson is director of communications and Catholic media studies
at Notre Dame University.

ferent challenges and experiences, we share the
same restlessness: a desire to live our lives fully
and well. These three fundamental questions get
to the heart of our restlessness. By thinking of
vocation as self-gift, suddenly the horizon of
endless options narrows. We can move forward
with purpose and pour our energy into concrete
actions.
By my second year of writing for the newspaper, I had started wondering if writing was more
than just an extracurricular activity. Could I do it
after graduation? Father Himes' third question
immediately came to mind. Catholic writers like
Dorothy Day model a way to channel faith and
writing into service to others, drawing public
attention to social injustices through their writing.
Maybe there was a way forward for me here, too.
The church doesn't tell young people what their
specific vocations are. But it can be a compass,
guiding and accompanying us on our journey of
discernment. By framing the search for vocation
in terms of self-gift and love, the church can help
young people "recognize and accept the call to
fullness of life and love" as we go forward with
courage and make our choices with love.
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Pope: Build communities that support positive change

(Para 3)
diócesis y organizaciones Católicas a discernir
lo que el Espíritu Santo les está llamando a
hacer al seguir avanzando.
El mensaje de la convocatoria a todos los
Católicos es que hay que buscar a los que están
en las periferias. Debemos preguntarnos regularmente a nosotros mismos, “¿A quiénes estamos pasando por alto? ¿Quiénes son los que
están desenganchados de la vida de la Iglesia?
¿Cómo podemos revitalizar nuestras parroquias
y movimientos para compartir de manera más
eficaz el Evangelio con aquellos que necesitan
encontrar a Cristo?”
Las once personas de la Diócesis de San
Ángelo que asistieron a la convocatoria fueron el
Obispo Michael Sis, Hna. Hilda Marotta, Hna.
Adelina Garcia, Padre Bala Anthony Govindu,
Alison Pope, Dave y Linda Erickson, Jimmy y
Karen Patterson, y Charlie y Kathy Keane.
Durante los próximos meses, los miembros
de este equipo contribuirán artículos al West
Texas Angelus con el fin de compartir puntos
de vista adquiridas en las sesiones particulares
de la
Convocatoria en Orlando. En la edición de
este mes, voy a ofrecer reflexiones sobre cómo
ayudar a los jóvenes hacer la transición de la
juventud a la edad adulta joven.

OBISPO
(Para 3)
como protagonistas con oportunidades de
influencia.
En nuestras parroquias y organizaciones
Católicas, nuestros líderes adultos necesitan
dedicar tiempo para la tutoría de adultos
jóvenes, para poder entrenarlos para asumir
posiciones de liderazgo apropiado. Debemos
darles las sugerencias y el apoyo que necesitan
para crecer en sus habilidades de liderazgo.
La experiencia de participar en esta sesión
de grupo tocante el ministerio con adultos
jóvenes me dio una gran esperanza para el
futuro de nuestra Iglesia. Hay muchos lugares
donde los adultos jóvenes están prosperando en
la Iglesia Católica en nuestro país, y también
podemos tener éxito aquí mismo en los 29 condados del Oeste de Texas.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Francis urged young Brazilian Catholics
to follow the example of Mary by courageously setting out to improve their society with love for the poor and a commitment to make real connections with other
people.
Writing to young people concluding a
three-year program of faith formation and
social commitment, the pope asked them
to "transform the 'networks' of your life
— networks of friends, social networks,
material and virtual networks — realities
that are often divided, into something

more meaningful: becoming a community, mission communities 'on the move,'
communities that are the light and leaven
of a more just and fraternal society."
The message, addressed to the young
people who were gathered at the Shrine
of Our Lady of Aparecida July 29-30 for
the 300th anniversary of the discovering
of the Marian image, was released at the
Vatican Aug. 1.
"The Virgin Mary is a precious example
for the youth and an aid in the journey
along the road of life," the pope said.
Coming to that realization does not

require great reflection, but just some time
contemplating the image of Our Lady of
Aparecida, which he said he did in 2007
during the Latin American bishops' meeting there and again in 2013 when he was
in Brazil for World Youth Day.
"I was able to discover there in the tender and maternal gaze of the darkskinned virgin and in the eyes of the simple people who contemplated her, the
secret of the hope that moves the
Brazilian people to face the challenges of
each day with faith and courage," he
said.

Korean, Vietnamese, etc. Our nation is
a mixture of cultures. Even those we
tend to clump together as “Hispanics”
are actually a great variety, including
Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Central
Americans, South Americans, Cubans,
and many more.
Think of the beautiful work of art that
we call a tapestry. The variety of colors
and textures is part of what makes it
beautiful. If all the threads in a tapestry
were identical, it would be pretty boring. Together, we form a beautiful
human tapestry.
It’s a problem in our human relationships when we don’t respect our differences. Whether it’s among friends, or
between a boyfriend and girlfriend, or
even spouses, when one person disappears in the shadow of the other, that’s
not healthy. This happens when it is
expected that, to be in the relationship,
one gives up their own personal identity, or their values, or their conscience,
and is absorbed into the other.
In a true friendship, I don’t have to
become you, and you don’t have to
become me. You and I can be united in
communion of friendship, while maintaining our unique individual identities.
Here’s a great rule of thumb for our
human relationships, as well as for our
relations among people of different
faiths:
We celebrate what we have in common, and we respect our differences.
Take, for example, a good football

team. What makes them good? They
have good linemen, they have good
receivers, they have good quarterbacks,
and they have good coaches. The quarterbacks don’t have to be linemen. The
receivers don’t have to be coaches.
Each, in his own distinct way, contributes to the whole, and the differences are respected.
Allow me to make one more point
about this concept of unity in diversity.
That is the importance of order. In the
Holy Trinity — one God in three persons — there is an ordered relationship
among the three persons. There is a
role for the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit. These roles fit together. They
work in harmony because they are
ordered well. The Son is obedient to
the Father. He doesn’t just do whatever
he pleases.
In the same way, if our life is to be
patterned after that of the Trinity, we
need to have order in our diversity, not
chaos. Look at good music — the variety of different voices in harmony make
it beautiful, but only if there is a basic
order, to keep it from being just a confusing jumble of sounds, or a cacophony.
God is not about anarchy and disorder, and neither should we be.
In summary, unity in diversity
describes:
• who God is,
• what the Christian Church is,
• and how we should live our personal
relationships.

UNITY
(From 9)
charity in everything.”
Finally, let’s apply the concept of
unity in diversity to our own personal
relationships.
As human beings, we are created in
the image and likeness of God. That
means the way we live ought to be a
reflection of God. Healthy human relationships need to operate with unity in
diversity, like the Holy Trinity.
Take the family, for example. In a
family there are multiple persons living
in unity with one another. Each person
is unique, with their own particular
package of gifts, talents, temperament,
interests, and priorities. This great variety of persons in the family demonstrates the richness and the originality
of the gifts of the Spirit.
If all the different members of a family were identical, it would just be a
monotonous uniformity. Part of the
beauty of our family life is unity in
diversity. We work together harmoniously while respecting our differences.
In the human body, the foot does not
have to be the hand. The eyes do not
have to be the ears. There are lots of
different tissues and organs in the body,
and they work together, in order, not at
cross-purposes.
In the United States, there are many
different kinds of people: Anglo,
African American, Chinese, Filipino,

NEUTRALITY
(From 9)
lane" for the internet. Foes of paid prioritization say it follows that if someone
pays for a fast lane, then all who don't pay
are relegated to a slow lane — or worse.
For two days during the week before
the end of the comment period, news
reports surfaced that Verizon Wireless —
one of the United States' largest internet
service providers — was intentionally
slowing down video streaming services on
its customers' data plans. Open-internet
advocates call that throttling. Verizon's
definition: optimization, adding it was just
a network test that should not have disrupted their customers' internet experience.
In its FCC comments, AT&T, another
huge ISP, called "baseless" the notion that

the internet would be divided into slow
and fast lanes, but said a complete ban on
paid prioritization would render it harder
for the company to "support autonomous
cars, remote surgery, and a growing array
of other unusually latency-sensitive applications."
Comcast, whose Xfinity service makes
it another large ISP, also cited self-driving
cars, which rely on a high-quality connection to operate, as one reason to do away
with rules banning what some disparagingly call tolls on the internet.
Larry Downes, a contributor to Forbes
magazine, cited four reasons why the current policy should be scuttled: It skews
the "competitive dynamics of the internet
ecosystem"; it has "killed incentives for
ISPs to compete or innovate"; it "dangerously and needlessly discouraged emerg-

ing technologies"; and it "replaced 'permissionless' innovation with nonbinding
'advisory opinions." He also maintained
that net neutrality is not at risk should the
FCC move away from regulating the
internet as if it were a public utility -although its initial policy effort to define
the internet as a telecommunications service was thrown out in federal court.
One suggestion is to take the internet
out of the FCC's purview and put it
instead under that of the Federal Trade
Commission, which could levy fines for
what it sees as corporate mischief.
Others have suggested that the ultimate
solution is for Congress to set federal internet policy. However, anyone relying on
Congress may be looking at a pig in a poke,
given how messily it's handled its efforts at
overhauling the Affordable Care Act --

which has been a Republican priority ever
since it was enacted seven years ago.
And who knows how either Congress,
or the FCC with its current Republicanappointed majority, would deal with
internet policy in the months — and likely years to come. "Without protections to
prohibit internet providers from tampering with content delivery on the internet,
the fundamental attributes of the internet,
in which users have unfettered access to
content and capacity to provide content to
others, are jeopardized," Grincewich said
for the USCCB.
This is why, she argued, that the FCC
needs to use "the strongest legal authority
available" to "retain open internet regulations."
Pattison is media editor for Catholic
News Service.
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CONVOCATION
calling them to do moving forward.
The convocation’s message to all
Catholics is that we must look for those
who are on the peripheries. We should
regularly ask ourselves, “Whom are we
missing? Who are the ones who are unengaged in the life of the Church? How can
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we revitalize our parishes and movements
to more effectively share the Gospel with
those who need to encounter Christ?”
The eleven people from the Diocese of
San Angelo who attended the convocation
were Bishop Michael Sis, Sr. Hilda
Marotta, Sr. Adelina Garcia, Fr. Bala
Anthony Govindu, Alison Pope, Dave and
Linda Erickson, Jimmy and Karen
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Patterson, and Charlie and Kathy Keane.
Over the next several months, members
of this team will contribute articles to the
West Texas Angelus in order to share
insights gathered in the particular sessions
of the Orlando Convocation. In this
month’s edition, I will offer reflections on
helping young people make the transition
from youth to young adulthood (See Pg. 3).
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MALACHY
(From 2)
Our girls both went through the
Newman Center their college years
when she was there. She’s like family to
us because they were so close to her, and
through them we all became friends,”
Burgess said, adding that Sister Malachy
helped shape her daughters’ maturing
faith. “We grow up with our childhood
faith that’s taught to us, but the Newman
Center was a place that, under her guidance, young adults learned their Catholic
faith to a deeper level, a more adult
level. She nurtured and accepted everybody, whatever stage they were at.”
Sis agreed that Sister Malachy has a
special way of relating to others. “She
has a relaxed, informal style that’s very
welcoming,” he said. “She’s very
accepting of people, whoever they are.”
For Sister Malachy, that acceptance
was reciprocated, she said. “The people

OSPINO
(From 18)

imagination. Dioceses and parishes
should intentionally find every possible
way to listen to their own young people,
and do so humbly and attentively.
In our culturally diverse church, we
have an obligation to listen attentively to
young people of all backgrounds. I want
to make a special case for really listening
to young Hispanic Catholics.
Take all U.S. Catholics younger than
18: about 60 percent are Hispanic. The
synod organization is focusing on young
people ages 16 to 29. This roughly
encompasses the so-called millennial population. In the U.S., nearly half of all
Catholic millennials are Hispanic (about
46 percent).
Regardless of how one defines youth,
any conversation about how young
Catholics live their faith and discern their

are incredible,” she marveled. “They’re
kind. They’re loving. They help each
other, and that was the gift this place
provided.”
Sister Malachy grew up in Chicago
and became a member of the Dominican
Order in 1957. It was a calling she first
felt in high school but wasn’t initially
amenable to, she said. “I told God I
wasn’t interested, (and to) please give
this vocation to some other nice
Catholic girl,” Sister Malachy recalled.
At a retreat during her sophomore year,
the priest told a group of several hundred
that God was calling 60 of them to the
sisterhood. “I thought, ‘Well, heck,’”
Sister Malachy said. “I decided to try it
out and be done with it. Well I’ve never
been done with it. It’s been a gift.”
In the early 1980s, three of the sisters
from Sister Malachy’s community were
sent out with specific instructions to
look for work that was “great and diffi-

cult,” she said. “They came back and
told me they thought they’d found the
perfect job for me (at the Newman
Center), so I came down, I was interviewed, and that’s the history,” she said.
West Texas was a culture shock, “But
I came to love it,” Sister Malachy said.
“Being so far from home and family
(was difficult), but I got used to it
because the ministry was important
enough that I was willing to put myself
out there and adjust.”
Sister Malachy has another difficult
transition before her as she settles in at
the villa in Wisconsin. There she will do
some kind of ministry, but at a reduced
level. She’s sad to leave her home for the
past 33 years, she said, but also excited.
“I was taught in theology to think in
terms of ‘both’ and ‘and,’” she said.
“I’m ready to face the challenge, and I’d
like to think I’m up to what that challenge will be.”

vocation in our country needs to seriously
pay attention to young Hispanics.
One major concern is that most young
Hispanic Catholics are practically invisible to many of our pastoral outreach
efforts in parishes and dioceses. Only a
tiny fraction of this population attends
Catholic schools.
An even smaller group is present in
Catholic colleges. The vast majority of
young Hispanic Catholics benefit from
neither youth ministry nor catechetical
programs.
To really listen to young Hispanic
Catholics -- about half of all young U.S.
Catholics -- we need to do much more
than rely on online questionnaires. We
need to go out to the peripheries where
they live. We need to reach out.
Three practical suggestions. One,
ensure that all local teams and reflection
efforts related to the theme of this synod

have Hispanic voices and make their concerns a priority.
Two, become familiar with the work of
the National Catholic Network de
Pastoral Juvenil Hispana: La RED
(www.laredpjh.org) and the Fifth National
Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino Ministry
(vencuentro.org).
Three, should not at least half of the
voices attending the synod representing
the U.S. be Hispanic or people evidently
familiar with the realities that shape the
lives of young Hispanics? Representing
our current demographics in local and
global conversations would prophetically
convey that we understand who we are.

que conocemos como los "millennials".
En los Estados Unidos, cerca de la mitad
de los católicos de la generación del milenio son hispanos (aproximadamente el 46
por ciento).
Aunque hay varias maneras de
referirnos a los jóvenes, lo importante es
que cualquier conversación sobre los
jóvenes católicos en nuestro país necesita
poner atención seriamente a los jóvenes
hispanos.
Una gran preocupación es el hecho de
que la mayoría de los jóvenes católicos
hispanos son prácticamente invisibles en
muchos de los esfuerzos y estructuras
pastorales tanto en parroquias como en
diócesis. Tan sólo una fracción de esta
población va a escuelas católicas.
Un grupo aún más pequeño estudia en
universidades católicas. La gran mayoría
de los jóvenes católicos hispanos no se
beneficia ni de programas de pastoral
juvenil ni de programas catequéticos.
Para escuchar de verdad a los jóvenes
católicos hispanos -- cerca de la mitad de
todos los jóvenes católicos estadounidenses -- necesitamos hacer mucho más que
depender de cuestionarios en línea.
Necesitamos ir a las periferias en donde

ellos viven. Necesitamos buscarlos.
Tres sugerencias prácticas. Primero,
asegurémonos de que todos los equipos
locales y todo esfuerzo de reflexión asociado con el tema de este sínodo incorpore
voces hispanas y afirme las necesidades
de los jóvenes hispanos como asuntos prioritarios.
Segundo, familiaricémonos con el trabajo de La RED Nacional de Pastoral
Juvenil Hispana (www.laredpjh.org) y el
Quinto Encuentro Nacional de Pastoral
Hispana/Latina (vencuentro.org).
Tercero, ¿no debería al menos la mitad
de los participantes representando a los
Estados Unidos en el sínodo ser hispanos
o personas que de manera evidente estén
familiarizados con las realidades que
afectan las vidas de los jóvenes hispanos?
Una representación que refleje los rostros
actuales de nuestros jóvenes en conversaciones locales y globales señalaría proféticamente que de verdad entendemos
quiénes somos.
Ospino es profesor de teología y educación religiosa en Boston College. Es
miembro del equipo de liderazgo del
Quinto Encuentro Nacional de Pastoral
Hispana/Latina.

Ospino is professor of theology and
religious education at Boston College. He
is a member of the leadership team for
the Fifth National Encuentro of
Hispanic/Latino Ministry.

SINODO
(Para 18)

saber qué es lo que nuestros propios
jóvenes católicos dicen, qué necesitan y
cómo les debemos acompañar mejor en
sus itinerarios de fe.
¿Puede un cuestionario identificar suficientemente lo que necesitamos saber
sobre los jóvenes católicos en los Estados
Unidos? Bueno, los cuestionarios son
instrumentos que ayudan mucho, pero no
deben limitar nuestra imaginación. Las
diócesis y las parroquias en el país deben
hacer todo lo posible para escuchar a sus
propios jóvenes, y hacer esto de manera
humilde y atenta.
En medio de la diversidad cultural que
define a nuestra iglesia, tenemos la
obligación de escuchar atentamente a los
jóvenes de todo grupo cultural, racial y
étnico. Quisiera enfatizar en particular la
urgencia de escuchar a los jóvenes católicos hispanos.
De todos los jóvenes católicos estadounidenses menores de 18 años, aproximadamente el 60 por ciento son hispanos.
La organización del sínodo se está enfocando en jóvenes entres las edades de 16
a 29 años. Básicamente este es el grupo
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ECONOMY
(From 11)
"Extension of TPS is not the perfect
option but it looks to be the best available option at this point," said Kerwin,
adding that legislative options would be
more difficult to bring to fruition.
Many advocates worry that the worst
possible option, ending the program altogether, is under consideration by the
Trump administration.
DHS Secretary John Kelly "has already
indicated a posture of the administration
not to extend TPS to these countries. ...
It's becoming clear that the administration wants to end TPS to these countries
and if at all possible ... end it altogether,"
Appleby said.
"This administration was elected to
implement policies that are in the best
interest of this nation and it's clear from
our report that extending TPS will be in
the best interest of the nation," said
Appleby. "Many within the administra-

Immigrant students
In six states, more than 10 percent of the students in grades K-12 have at
least one parent who is an unauthorized immigrant. (CNS graphic/Liz
Agbey)

(From 7)
often made ineligible because they
become adults before their application is
processed due to backlogs and administrative delays.
• Migrants who have work visas and
reside in the U.S. will wait decades for a
green card granting permanent residence.
Under our federal system, migrants’
hopes for a better life are often met by
bureaucratic ways of thinking. St. John
Paul II censured such thinking because it
inhibits the ability of civil society to

--Follow Guidos on Twitter:
@CNS_Rhina.

STORIES
(From 11)

work for what is good and to meet the
needs of the person. Texans also stand
against such thinking because they value
both liberty and opportunity. While your
petition to terminate DACA cites concerns pertaining to executive overreach,
we petition you to be mindful of
migrants’ dignity and our own Texas values. DACA is but another consequence
of Congress’ failure, and the young
adults accepted into DACA, along with
countless other migrants who truly
believe in the American dream, are victims of a broken system.

inspire communities to build relationships with refugees and migrants. We
want to shine a light and lead the way.
Migration is a very old story but our
campaign aims to help communities see
it with new eyes and an open heart."
The "Share the Journey" campaign
will run at least until 2019. The U.S.
bishops'
Catholic Relief Services and Catholic
Charities USA, as well as more than 160
other Caritas members around the
world, will be sponsoring national and
local events to provide opportunities for
migrants and members of host communities to meet and share their stories.
Through his words and, especially, his

and by all members of the Church as
well. They are a wonderfully rich grace
for the apostolic vitality and for the holiness of the entire Body of Christ, provided they really are genuine gifts of the
Holy Spirit and are used in full conformity with authentic promptings of this same
Spirit, that is, in keeping with charity, the
true measure of all charisms" (800).
"It is in this sense that discernment of
charisms is always necessary. No charism
is exempt from being referred and submitted to the Church’s shepherds. ‘Their
office [is] not indeed to extinguish the
Spirit, but to test all things and hold fast
to what is good,’ so that all the diverse
and complementary charisms work
together ‘for the common good’ " (801).
The Charismatic Gifts are also referred
to as the Manifestation Gifts. "To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good," (1 Cor. 12:7) i.e. to
build up the Body of Christ. These gifts
are supernatural abilities. God chooses
how He will manifest His attributes
through us for the common good. They

are not to be used to build up the person
receiving the charism, but are to be used
in humility, always praying for discernment of when and how to use them in
loving service to our brothers and sisters.
We are many members but one Body.
Ralph Martin points out "there has been
a strong and continuing emphasis from
the papacy on the need of the Church,
and of each of us as individuals, to experience today the work of the Spirit as we
see it described in the accounts of
Pentecost in the Acts of the Apostles." In
preparation for the Second Vatican
Council, Pope John XXIII prayed to God
to send a "new Pentecost." Following the
Council, Pope Paul VI wrote, "We have
here a work of the Spirit, a gift of
Pentecost." Pope St. John Paul II, on
Pentecost eve, 1998, told over 500,000
people representing more than 50 renewal
movements, “Today, I would like to cry
out to all of you gathered here in St.
Peter’s Square and to all Christians: Open
yourselves docilely to the gifts of the
Spirit! Accept gratefully and obediently

DACA

tion want to end it for ideological reasons, but that is not in the best interest of
the country and does not best serve the
U.S. citizenry."
Advocates, including many faith communities, are getting ready to o battle in
defense of the program and of the
migrants affected. After all, faith communities were instrumental at the beginning
of the TPS program in the late 1980s,
early 1990s, said Appleby, recalling that
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn,
New York, who was then the head of the
bishops' Migration and Refugee Services,
was involved in getting the program to
become a reality under the Immigration
Act of 1990.
"We anticipate the faith community to
be involved in this fight, if not outright
leaders of it," Appleby said.

gestures, Pope Francis "is inviting
everyone on earth to be welcoming" and
to protect migrants and help them integrate into the society of their new countries, Roy said. As a central institution
of the church, he added, Caritas
Internationalis promotes what Pope
Francis is asking all Catholics to do.
"Catholics are not all convinced that
we have to welcome migrants," the secretary general acknowledged, "so I think
we have work to do within the church
itself."
But, he said, the pope is asking
"everyone to make a step," and Caritas
hopes that will begin with every
Catholic being willing to meet a migrant
or refugee.

KNICKERBOCKERS
(From 8)
and a greater desire to witness to the
Good News — which leads us to want to
be in relation with other Christians in a
Renewal community and to be open to
the Spirit's manifestation of one or more
charisms (I Cor. 12, I Pet 4, 10-11).
In the Catechism of the Catholic
Church we read, "The Holy Spirit is ‘the
principle of every vital and truly saving
action in each part of the Body.’ He
works in many ways to build up the Body
in charity: …by the many special graces
(called ‘charisms’), by which he makes
the faithful ‘fit and ready to undertake
various tasks and offices for the renewal
and building up of the Church' " (798).
"Whether extraordinary or simple and
humble, charisms are graces of the Holy
Spirit which directly or indirectly benefit
the Church, ordered as they are to her
building up, to the good of men, and to
the needs of the world" (799).
"Charisms are to be accepted with gratitude by the person who receives them

the charisms which the Spirit never ceases to bestow on us!”
Pope Benedict XVI, in a 2008 address
reflecting on Acts 1:4-5, Jesus' promise
to his disciples that they will be baptized
in the Spirit, said, "Let us rediscover,
dear brothers and sisters, the beauty of
being baptized in the Holy Spirit; let us
be aware again of our Baptism and of our
Confirmation, sources of grace that are
always present. Let us ask the Virgin
Mary to obtain a renewed Pentecost for
the Church again today, a Pentecost that
will spread in everyone the joy of living
and witnessing to the Gospel.” (A New
Pentecost? Catholic Theology and
"Baptism in the Spirit")
Let us pray to the Holy Spirit to "fan
the flames" of our Baptism and
Confirmation!
The Charismatic (Manifestation) Gifts
are Insight/Revelation, Communication/
Utterance, and Power/Dynamic. In the
September Angelus we will illumine the
Charismatic gifts.
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New Retreat Center Making Progress

With plans to open in the early 2018, progress is continuing at The Way Retreat Center, in Midland. The multi-denominational Christian retreat center will accommodate 80 overnight
guests when it is fully opened. In this aerial photo, taken July 14, 2017, The chapel is seen, center right in the photo. The area in white is the concrete foundation for the retreat center
itself, which will house the dining hall, presentation room, and administrative offices. To the right of the chapel will be the hacienda, which will feature a bridal suite and overnight accommodations for 10. In the lower left area and the upper center, the area of graded land shows where The Way’s seven casitas, each of which will sleep 10, will be located. The staging area
and construction offices are seen at lower right (Courtesy photo).

St. James Festival / Sanderson
At far left, the mariachi
band Rayos del Sol,
from Del Rio, entertains
as part of the St. James
Festival in Sanderson,
July 29, 2017.
At left and below,
games for the youngster
at the St. James Festival
(Courtesy photos).

