
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy  
Lectio Divina for Holy Week

We begin our prayer:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

May your mercy, O God,
cleanse the people that are subject to you
from all seduction of former ways
and make them capable of new holiness.
Through Christ our Lord.

(Prayer over the People, Tuesday of 
Holy Week)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times. (Note: 
Due to the length of today’s Gospel, only a portion 
is reproduced.)

John 8:1-11

When they came to the place called the 
Skull, they crucified him and the criminals 
there, one on his right, the other on his left. 
Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they 
know not what they do.” They divided his 
garments by casting lots. The people stood 
by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, 
sneered at him and said, “He saved others, 
let him save himself if he is the chosen one, 
the Christ of God.” Even the soldiers jeered 
at him. As they approached to offer him 
wine they called out, “If you are King of the 
Jews, save yourself.” Above him there was 
an inscription that read, “This is the King 
of the Jews.”

Now one of the criminals hanging there 
reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us.” The other, 
however, rebuking him, said in reply, 
“Have you no fear of God, for you are 
subject to the same condemnation? And 
indeed, we have been condemned justly, 
for the sentence we received corresponds 
to our crimes, but this man has done 
nothing criminal.”

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” He replied 
to him,

“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise.”

It was now about noon and darkness came 
over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon because of an eclipse of the sun. 
Then the veil of the temple was torn down 
the middle. 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit”; and 
when he had said this he breathed his last. 
The centurion who witnessed what had 
happened glorified God and said, “This 
man was innocent beyond doubt.”

(Gospel, Palm Sunday of the 
Lord’s Passion)

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in silence on 
one or more of the following questions:
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• What word or words in this passage caught 
your attention? 

• What in this passage comforted you? 
• What in this passage challenged you?

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 
after the reflection time, invite the participants to share 
their responses.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the scripture passage again, followed by 
this reflection:
How does this passage connect with the experience of 
your daily life? 
Father, forgive them, they know not what they do. How 
often do I act out of ignorance or neglect? What steps 
can I take to form my conscience in accord with God’s 
will? How can I discern God’s will for me when mak-
ing decisions?
Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. Do I trust 
in God’s mercy and grace or rely on my own abilities? 
How do I rest in the Lord? How do I experience God’s 
mercy and comfort?
The centurion who witnessed what had happened glori-
fied God. For what shall I glorify God today? How do 
my words and actions give witness to my faith? 

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the scripture passage one more time. Bring to the 
Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that the Word 
inspires in you.
After all have had a chance to make their prayer:

Closing Prayer:
Lord, hear my prayer;
in your faithfulness listen to my pleading;

answer me in your righteousness.
Do not enter into judgment with your 

servant;
before you no one can be just.
The enemy has pursued my soul;
he has crushed my life to the ground.
He has made me dwell in darkness
like those long dead.
My spirit is faint within me;
my heart despairs.
I remember the days of old;
I ponder all your deeds;
the works of your hands I recall.
I stretch out my hands toward you,
my soul to you like a parched land.

Hasten to answer me, Lord;
for my spirit fails me.
Do not hide your face from me,
lest I become like those descending to the 

pit.
In the morning let me hear of your mercy,
for in you I trust.
Show me the path I should walk,
for I entrust my life to you.
Rescue me, Lord, from my foes,
for I seek refuge in you
Teach me to do your will,
for you are my God.
May your kind spirit guide me
on ground that is level.
For your name’s sake, Lord, give me life;
in your righteousness lead my soul out of 

distress.
In your mercy put an end to my foes;
all those who are oppressing my soul,
for I am your servant.

(Psalm 143)
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